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Removal: hence gainful and aduantageons, 
comfort able and deſirable to us. 

God hath preſcribed a courſe of convent - 
ent means to be obſerved and uſed by ws in this 
Probation-ſtate, He does not lead us to a 
Life 'of Bleſſednels (as St. Hilary rells us 
truly) through thorny difficult Controver- 
fies, and knotty hard Que"ions. #e 
would have us, not diſpute, but live : for 
(as the Prophet informs us, Mic'6..8.) He 
hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what 1s good ; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee; bur 
to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly wich thy Col? And(as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, Vit. 2. 11. 12. The 
Grace of God that bringerh. Salvation, hah 
appeared toalt men; teaching us, that de- 
nying Ungodlinels and worldly Luſts, we 
ſhould live foberly - righteoutly, and god- 
lily-tn this preſent World. He requires us 
to believe in oraer to Prattice and Obedi- 
ence. | 

God has given us but few. things to be be. 
lieved ; (5 Bp. Forbes was nt will ts 06+ 
ſerve) but he bas plainly ordered and appoint< 
ed a great many necefſary things to.be done: 
by us. We muft.do his Commandmgis, 
rat we may be bleſſed, ard haye right roche 
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Tree of Life, and enter in by the G ates into 
the City, Rev. 22. 14+ We muſt by patienc 


continuance im well-doing, ſeek for Glory, 
and Honour, and ' Immortality, Kom, 


2.7. 

The Scope and Drift of the following T rea- 
tiſe is, ro ſhew you particularly and fully, how 
to redeemthe Time of this Life, ſo as to gain 
a'glorioiu Immortaltty. 

- As for the matter of it, it is uſeful to n- 
ftruct you in the Divine Arithmetick,to make 
you wiſer than brutiſh Sinners, that know not 
how to number their Days: It is apt to en- 
gage you upon an early preſent Induftry ; 4 
diligent, ſpeedy Care of your Titne, and of 
your: Souls; and is a Manuduction ro the 
Exerciſe of a great part of Practical Reli- 
ton. 


to- be underſtood by all, which renders the 
Treatiſe the more generally uſeful. Some af- 


The Style of it is plain, familiar #nd eaſie | 


felt a Language ſo gaudy as 15 not conſiſtent | 
with the Gravity of Theology. Others diſ- | 
courſe in ſo ftrong a Style, that by their lofty. © 
Words and Expreſſions they ſhoot quite over | 


the Heads, 4zd /o mils the Hearts of too too 
many of their Auditors, Some paint the Glaſs 


fill they darken the Window, and keep out the | 
c | Light. 
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TO THE 


GENTLEMEN 


AND 


INHABITANTS 
O F 


HAMMERSMITEH. 


Honoured, Worthy ,and Well-Lelouvcad Friends, 


HE great and good God made Man 

: Lord of the whele Earth, Gez. t. 
a8, but this is not the higheſt Pre- 

ferment, and utmoſt Advancement that he 
Capable of, and deſtin'd tro, The incorporeal 
and diviner part of him ſufficiently diſcovers, 
and evidently demonſtrates that he pertains 
and belongs to another World, Tully 
brings in Cato. delivering this high point of 
Philoſophy, that this Earth and earthly Bo. 
ay,. inta which the Soul is funk at preſent, 
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is 4 place extreamly contrary to a divine 
Nature, and to Eternity. This Earth 85 
but our Inn, ſays he, in which as Travellers 
we are to lodge in our Fourney, haſtening 
through Time to Eternity ;, not our Houle and 
Home in which we are to dwell continually. 
This World is appointed only as a pallage to 4 
better place and ſtate.: We are now in a way 
of preparation for ir. This World (as one 
Jays well) is the great Laboratory for per- 
fecting of Souls for the next. We are here 
indeed tomaks but a ſhort ſtay ; yet we muſt 
n0t repine at the brevity of this Life, but 
ought to be content wit» that ſpace of time 
which 1s allowed us for our Life on Earth; 
and to take care, that in whatſoever ACt we 
are appointed to appear, we perform our par- 
ticular parts well, though they prove but 
ſhorcones that are aſſigned and committed to 
us, inthe great Comedy atted in the Thea- 
tre of this tnferiour World : for (as the fore- 
mentioued Philofopher acknowleageth ) a 
ſhort time of Life is long enough to ſerve 
us to live well and honeſtly. It concerns xs 
only to endeavour, to itje and improve what 
time God pleaſes to afford us, in doing thoſe 
things which will fic and dilpole us for a hap- 
py Eternity, ana maze our Tranſlation and 
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Light. Seneca profeſſes, that he does not ap- 
prove of any jejune and dry Diſcourſes about 
che great and weighty matters of Morality 3 
for Pllolophy, /ays he, does not renounce 
all W it and Ingeny: but he does:not allow 
much labour to'be laid out upon Words. A 
fick man, ſays he, does not ſeek a Phylician 
that is eloquent, but that is able to cure his 
Dileale : no more than the Paſſenger regaras 
and enquires, whether the $kilful Pilot, or Go- 
vernour of a Ship, be a very comely and 
handi/om man ? 'T hou haſt as much buſineſs 
upon thee, ſays ke, to heal the Diſtempers 
Sf Mens minds and manners, as a Phyſician 
has-in a Plague:time ; and art thou imploy- 
edabour Words? be glad if thou canſt be 
ſufficient for things. 1 have not ſtudied for 
great VVords, mer labour'd for high Lan- 
guage ; but only ſought out ſound, wholſome, 

healing words, 2 Tim: 1.13- 
It may be, ſome candid, courteous Reader, 


if he ſee Occaſion, may make the ſame or like 


Apology for me, as Seneca once did for Fabi- 
anus Papyrius, when Lucilius had taker 10 
ſmall Prejudice againſi certain Buoks of that 
Philoſopher, becauſe his Style was not elabo- 
rate and polite, but ſeem'd to him tobe low and 
mean : He formed Manners, not VYords, 
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ſays Seneca ; and wrote to the Minds, not 
Ears of Men. It does not become a Philo- 
{opher to be ftudious and folicitous about 
Language. He was not negligent in his 
Style, /ays he, but only not over-careful 
about it; and the-efore you will find no- 
thing fordid or flovenly in it. . His words 
are choſen, not affected, His Difcourles 
are not flat and low, but pleafing and plain. 
Look on the whole Body of the Book. 
though it be not trim, 'tis honeſt, Would 
you have him ſet himſelf to ſo ſmall a thing 
as VYords? —- And you may perceive by 
what he has perform'd, that he felt what 


he wrote. VVhat ever he delivers tends 


all ro , Profit, and a good Mind.: Ap- 
plauſe is not ſought for, or look'd after 
by him. 

I ſhall oaly ſpeak, for my ſelf in the Words 
of Salvian; VVe that are greater Lovers 
of Things than of V Vords, follow what is 
profitable more than what is plauſible ; nor 
do we ſeek that the empty Ornaments of 
the Age, bur that the af Emolu- 
ments of rhings may be commended in us. 
VVe would have our VVritings contain, 
not Enricements, but Remedies, which 
may not ſo much pleaſe the Ears of 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the idle, as profit the Minds of ſuch as are 
ſick. 

The Deſign and Aim of this Diſcourſe 5 
its compoſure was, not to tickle the Ear, and 
ftrike the Fancy, but to warm the Heart, 
and reach the Conſcience, and direft the 
Life ; to teach Men how tolive, and how to 
die, and how to attain 4 bliſsful Life after 
Death. 

I here preſent you with a plain-Diſcourſe 
in a very learned Age. 7 have prepared and 

ided for you, net fine Manchet, but ra- 
ther Barly Bread, ſuch as Bucer-exconraged 
holy. Bradford, for want of better, to give 
unto the People. As St. Peter ſaid to the 
lame Man. AQts 3.6. Silver and Gold have 
I none ;, but ſuch as I have givel thee : In 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, 
riſe Upand walk : 7 ſay to you in like man- 
ner, I haveno rich Preſent to offer you ; but 
fuch as I have give I unto you : I would, un- 
der God, be a means to help you to find your 
Feet, and walk in the way of God's Command- 
ments, and run the Race that 1s ſet before 
on, 
I was induced to make theſe Papers publick 
not only to ſatisfie the deſires of ſome Friends, 
but becauſe I found ſo very little perform'd by 
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others on this ſubject; which Irhought deſer-. | 
ved a larger and fuller handling : And thas. | 


my own appearing init, I might oblige my 
{elf above all others to a greater and [trier 
care of my own Time, and might leave ſome 
wholſome Counſels, and. ſeaſonable helps to a 
boly Life, to my own Children, Friends aud 
Acquaintance ;, and do ſome laſting Service 


zo your Souls ; and when I ſhall be dead,may: | 
by theſe Papers continue to ſpeak - to you and | 


yours: For God is my record, how greatly 


I long after you all, in the Bowels of Jeſus. | 
Chriſt. -I have you in my Heart; and my. 


Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God for 


is, that you mighit-be faved, Phil, x. 57, $: | 


Rom, 1O.'1. | 


Tfhall only here crave your leave toput you | 


in mind of a few very neceſſary things. 


1, Let me earneſtly exhort and beſeech 
you, 'that you would worthily-and becomingly 
attthe parts of Meni and Chriſtians. Live as 
thoſe' that have rational Souls, noble and 1; 
mortal Spirits within you ; and do nothing 
repugnant ?@#he Light of your own-Jinds and 
Conſciences?: Yea, live as thoſe' that have 
the benefit aydadvantage of Divine Revela. 
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tion, Let none thit name the Name of 
Chriſt al/ow themſelves in the conſtant, con- 
fident Praftice of any notoriozs, {candalous 
Sin or Vice, directly and expreſly contrary 
to the boly Word, andrighteous Law of God; 
proceeding upon a falſe, imaginary Suppoli- 
tion ; venturing upon a fond, ungrounded, 
fooliſh Preſumption ; that the Mercy of 
God will at laſt prevail againſt his Wiſdom, 
Holineſs, Juſtice and 1 ruth : perſwading, 
promiſing flatteringthemſelves inany evil way, 
that God (according to their Idea and Moat 
of a DeityY will never find in his heart t0 
puniſh #he urreglaimable Sinner, and obſtinate 
final Impenitent, with everlaſting Miſery, 
and eternal Torment ; though he has over 
and over threatned it inthe Goſpel, and tho' 
it fFands with good and great Reaſon that he 
ſhould do ir. Walk cloſely according to 
the Rule, ' and maintain a Converſation 
becoming - the Goſpel of Chriſt, Phzl. 
I. 27: - 


2. If any of you, upon ſearch and enquiry 
wato your ſelvcs, ſhall find in your ſelves any 
aecay of Picty, declimng in Gualineſs, abate. 
ment of Strictaeſs, negles: of 'Watchfulneſs, 
any ftackne/s and remijzeſs in Duty, any va.. 
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rity of Mind,and careleſsneſs of Spirit grow- | 


ing Kpon you ;, if you can perceive you bave 


left your firſt Love ; Remember from | 
whence-you are fallen,and repent,anddo the 


firſt works, Rev.2.4, F- recover,maintain,en- 
creaſe the old warmth : Pe watchful, and 


* ſtrengthen the things which remain, that are | 
ready to die, c. 3. v. 2. Fortify natural. | 
Principles, ſuſcitate your natural Powtys, ſtir | 


up the Gifts and Graces of God tn: your 
ſelves. 


Man is no;Scar, but a, Quick Coal 
Of Mortal Fire : 

Who blows it not, nor doth control 
A faint Deſire, 

Let his own Aſhes choke his Soul. 


Look up to Heaven continually for the help and 


benefit of Divine Influences, Illuminations, | 


Janpreſſions;, and, receive not. the Grace of 
God in vain ; but up, and be doing; go in 
the firength of the Lord, and work out your 
Salvation with fear and trembling. 


3. Take beed of the Prophanation, and be- 
ware of a-partial, formal obſervation of the 
Lord's-Day : Where it is partial, it js likely 
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to be formal. Read attentively and frequent- 
ly the earneſt Exhortation t9 a thorough Re- 
demption of the Lord's. Day, Chap. 2. There 
are inform'd, that a aue Redemption of 
che whole Lord's-Day, is the way to 7edeem 
all other Days to the greateſt Favantage, as 
to Spirituals, and as ro Temporals too. And 
in reference to this latter, I ſhalt here confirm 
what is ſaid there, by propofing the Experi- 
ence, and producing the notable, conſiderable 
Teſtimony of 4 wife ard learned, a great” 
and\very good Man; the worthily renowned 
late Chief Juſtice Hale, who was (as Seneca; 
ſays of good men) natus ad exemplar, born ta 
be. an Example to others : In'a ſhort diſcourſe 
of hi about Redemption of Time, I find theſe 
Words : Be ſure, ſays he, to ſpend the 
Lord”'s-Day intirely in thoſe Religious Du- 
ties proper to it ; and let nothing but an in- 
evitable Neceſſity divert you from it, --—— 
It is that which will {anCtiſie and proſper al} 
the reſt of your Time, and your ſecular 
Employments. I am not apt to be ſuperit- 
tious, ſays he, but this I have certainly and 
nfallibly found true, that by my deport- 
ment in my Duty towards God, in the 
Times devoted to his ſervice, efpecially og 
;tie Lord's day, I could mike acertain con. 
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jeQture of my ſucceſs in my ſecular Occaſi- 
ons the reſt of the Week after : If 1 were 
looſe and negligent in the former, the latter 
never 1{ucceeded well ; if ſtrict, and conſci- 
entious, and watchful in the former, I was 
ſucceſsful and proſperous in the latter. And 
again, in a Godly Letter to kts Chilaren (of 
whom he travail d in birth that Chriſt might 
be formed in them, Gal. 4. 19) he freely 
opens his mind in theſe remarkable words to 
them, I now write ſomething to you, ſays 
he, of your obſervation of the Lords-day, 
becauſe [ find in the World much L ooſeneſs 
and Apoſtacy from this Duty.. People be- 
gin to be cold and careleſs in it, allowing 
themſelves {ports and recreations, and..ſe- 
cular Imployments in it, without any ne- 
ceſſity ; which is a fad ſpectacle, and an ill 
prelage. And he there makes this Profeſſion 
and Declaration to them ; I havefound by a 
ftrift and diligenr Obſcrvation, that a due 
Obſervation of the Duties of this Day, has 
ever had joined to it, a Bleſſing upon the 
reſt of my time,and the V Veek that has been 
| 1o begun, has been bleſſed and proſperous 
tro me : And on the other ſide, when I have 
been negligent of the Duties of this day, 
thereſt of che VVeek has been unſucceſsful 


and 
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and unhappy to my own fecutar Implo-7- 
ments, fo that I coa!d eafily make an eſti- 
mate of my ſucceſles in my own f=culzr 
imployments the VVeek following, by the 
manner of my paſling of thisDay: and this I 
do not write lightly or inconſiderately, bur 
upon a long and ſound Obſervation and Ex- 
perience. Yor ſee how this was much upon 
his Heart, andibow ready he was to remark 
this «por all Occaſions. 

4. Letme charge and preſs it upon your 
Cenſciences, that 0n a Lords Day, you would 
be ſokind and charitable, ſo true and faitnſul 
ro your Souls, as not to loſe the ſeaſon of a 
Sacrament, if you can by any means redeem 
it. Let 'none among you” live .in a ſinſul, 
ſhameful Diſuſe, and an unwarrantable. e;;- 
excuſable Negle&t of the holy Sacrament _ of 
the Lords Supper. Let me ſolemnly invite 
you in the movins pathetical Words of tne 
devort Herbert, 


Come ye hither all, whoſe taſte 

[s your waite ; 
Save your colt, and mend your1are. 
Gudis here prepar'd and dreſt, 

And the Fealt ; 
God to whom all dainties are. 
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1 do not call you to a Prophanation, but to 
4 worthy Participation of rh5s ſacred Orai- 
nance. They that do cuſtomarily lirve un- 
holily, zmſt needs recerve unworthily. 


Are they fit to partake | of the Lords. 


Supper, who allow themſelves in the Lowe 
and Prattice of any known Sin ? Are 
they diſpos'd to eat Chriſts Fleſh, who will 
not abſtain from fleſbly -dauſts, hut «ſay 
walk after the Fleſh? Are they prepar'd 
to drink Chriits Blood, who commonly 
drink in Iniquity like Water, and fre- 
euently drown themſelves and others in 
Dring ? Are they that walk, unworthy 
of their Baptiſm, in 4 condition f9 ven- 
ture #pon the holy Communion ? 

1 invite you to all that # auly previ- 
04 and preparatory to the Duty, and to 
a rig5t and requiſite manncr of the per- 
formance of it. 

Come, but take God along with you, 
whenever. you intend to. come. By the 
help of God, you may receive this Sa- 
crament as you ought. Excuſe not your 
Abſtinence and Forbearance by pretending 
your Untitnels : bur ſer your ſelves in 
good earneſt, - with an honeſt, willing, re- 
 Jolved find, under God, to fir your 
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ſelves; and yort ſhall quetcn!y fuel, that 
God will readily aſſiſt and enable you, 
promote and further you in the way of 
your Duty. 

Come, but competently underſtand 72 
wature and ends of this Ordinance , «nt 
impartially try, and examin? your ſelves 
before you come, Come with @ vearty 
willingneſs to part with your $125 for 
him, who loſt his Blood, and laid e9mn 
bis Life for you; and with a firm Reſo- 
ſution to live to him, that died for you. 
Labour by habitual Devotednels :0 God, 
and by continual circumſpett walking and 
holy living to be in a general dilpoſi- 
tion' for worthy Receiving. A mell-orde;'- 
ed Converſation is rhe beſs Preparation 
for the Communion, and will 1:95 cer- 
tainly make all other Preparations more 
ealte. 

Com?, for I tell you plainly, it # not 
at your own liberty and choice, 19 come, 
or keep away. There ts a fjecial Man- 
date for your coming, I his do in remem- 
branc2 .of me, ſays Chriſt, Luke 22. 19. 
1 Cor. 11. 24, 25, Ad does not oniy 
ſimply allow, or barely recommend r r9 
bis Church, but as a Lawgiver, ſtri#ly 
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commands and requires it 5 and as a | 
ayins Teſtator, orders and enjoins the | 


Obſervance of it. Chriſt ſays as clearly 
, ard expreſsly, Do this ; as God in ay 
Precepgt of the Decalogue ſays, -Thou 
ſhalt not do this. Now the Law of 
Chriſt [ſhould be more forcible and preva- 
lent with you, than any Statute, or Law 
of the Land, to accelcrate the Pradtie 
of this Duty, 

There is as much danger in an unwor- 
thy Refuſing this Sacrament, as there 
i5 in an unworthy Recetving | zt, Yo 
ear 98 for wo more than Hali-Chriltians, 
if you totally abſiain from this Ordi- 
wance ; which is, equally with the recep- 
tlon of the Sacrament of Baptilm, a Padge 
and Coonizance, Note and Charatter of 
your Ciicipleſhip 3 an Evidence and De- 
monſtration, Sien and Expreſſion, Token 
and Ieltimony of your . Profellion of 
Chriſtianity. To live in a conſtant Neg- 
lect of this Sacrament, is a manifeſt 
Violation of your Baptilmal Vow. Tow 
promisd at your Baptilm, that you would 
obediently keep Gods holy Will and Com. 
mandments, and wal: in the fame all the 
Days of your Lives : Bit. how apparentl, 
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do: you break this part of your Vow, vy 
living in a long continued courſe of Dit- 
obedience to this ſo reaſonable command 
of Chrift ? Yea, this unchriſtian Prattice 
of yours, is, by interpretation, 4 kind of 
Renunciation of your Baprtiſmal Covenant, 
entred jnto in your Infancy :. you do, 1 
a manner, openly dilown and diſavow it, 
when you will not yield, at Years of Diſ- 
cretion, to renew and confirm it ; though 
often minded of it, frequently required, 
and called upon iz the Name of Chriſt, 
to do it in the Uſe and Celebration of 
this Sacrament. And by being ſo utterly 
averſe and unwilling to bind your ſelves 
by this means to Chriſt, and to ratifie 
and ftrengthen your Covenant with him, 
you ſown to quit your Part in Chriſt, 
and to dilclaim all Intereſt and Propriety 
ia the precious Benefits . purchaſed by hs 
Blood and Death; and to ve. guilty of the 
baſeſt Ingratitude, and greateſt Unkina- 
neſs imaginable, 1n refuling ro remember 
in a. ſolema . manner your Bieſſed Saviour, , 
who has ſo lovingly remembred .yoz, and 
been, with ſo much charge and colt, ſo 
great -a Benefactor to you ;, and in. un- 
worthily. undervaluing. the ineft;zmable Be- 
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nefits cf his Death and Paſſion, ſealeg * 
and exhibited in the right Uſe of this $a 
CTYAaINCenr. 

When Chriſt has ſaid in plain terms, 
Do this; wil! you, in effect, dare to ſay, 
We will not do this ; we will break a 
known Law, and will not regard the 
Authority of Chrii ; Are you ready to 
declaim againſt the Papiſts for their balf 
Communion, and denying the. Cup unto © 
the Laity ? When you are maniſeſtly 
worſe than Papiſts to your ſelves, in dt- 
priving your ſelves of both the Elements, 
and perpetually abſiaining from the whole 
Communion, Will you perfift in ſuch Omiſſi- 
on as you cannot juſtifie, but are forc'd, 
if reaſon'd with, to condemn your ſelves 
for ? | 

Can you be ſo weak, and ſhort in your 
reaſozing, as to think, you reſerve to your 
felves a freedom and liberty to ſin for 
the preſent, Without any great danger to 
you, by abſenting your ſelves from the 
Sacrament, which would cloſely tie, and 
ſtraitly bind you wp to a firicter way, 
and more exatF courſe of Life ? never 
conſidering, that by: your relation #0 God, 
41d dependance por him ; by your car- 


ly 
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ly Covenant made in Baptiſm ; by ail 
our hearing, or reading the I#ord of 
God; and by every Prayer you have 1# 
all your Life- put up to God, you are al- 
ready ſtrongly obliged zo all that Dury, 
which the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per would further engage you to per- 
form. : 
Will you put oft this Sacrament from 
Time to Time, and fatisfie . your ſelves at 
Preſent, that you purpole to prepare, 
and receive hereafter ? why this is juſt 
as fooliſh end abſurd, as to reſolve, that 
when you have very greedily ſwallowed 
much more Poylon, then. you mill tag 
the benefit of an Antidote ; that when you! 
have Stujjed your ſelves with tralh, and 
fill'd your ſelves with ' abandant crudities, 
and by ſo doing weakened ana deſtroyed, 
your Appetite ; or by long Faſting quite 
loit your Stomach ; thew you will haſten, 
to a Feaſt: That when you have further 
deipiſed the Riches of Divine Gooane [s 
and Grace, made more light of Chri/t, 
and of his precious Blood and Benefits ; 
aud grieved bis Spirit by longer Delays, 
and Non-improvement, of Gofpel-ſeaſons, 
and goiden Opportunities ; then you will; 
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feek, Reconciliation to- God, Union to, 

and Communion with Chrizt, Purgation | 
from Sin by the Blood of Chriſt, and the 
Conſolation of the Spirit of Chri&t. Tou 
may delude your ſelves with Intentions | 
and Reſolutions to remember Chri#t in | 
the Sacrament at - ſome. convenient Sea- | 
ſon hereafter ; but if you neglett © and 
defer it now, you may lole your Sen- | 
ſes and Memory, before ye have ano» | 
ther Occaſion offer d you of remembring 
Chriſt in this Sacrament. Tou may die 
and depart, and Chriſ® may come to 
you in particular Judgment, before you 
can enjoy another Opportunity of coming 
ro the Table and Supper of your Lord : 
We may tell of your Death, and ſhew 
zo others where you lie. low in your 
Graves, before the Time comes that you 
ſhould ſhew forth your Lords: Death, 
1m" the celebration of the holy Communi- 
on. And if you ſhould communicate upon 
. 4 Death-bed'; rhe Sacrament ſo. late 
{ought and receiv'd, is very unlikely 20 
aſſure Heaven to you when you die, when 
it was never deſired and uſed by you, as 
a neceſſary Means of helping you to Hor 
lineſs, and ſo of leading you on to Happi- 
nels, 4// your Life long, Let 
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Let not humble, honeſt-bearted Chrifti- 
ans debar and deprive themſelves 'of 
this Ordinance, by over-looking, or mit- 
judging their own Qualifications: But 
finding, that they regard no Iniquity 
in their Hearts; and feeling in them- 
ſelves vehement Longings and earneſt 
Breathings after. Chriſt,” and continual 
Hungrings and thirſtings after Righte- 
ouſneſs ; let them own with thankful 
neſs, any meaſure of Grace diſcernable in 
themſelves ;, and not deny to themſelves 
what Chriſt ſo freely affords and offers 
them; but when invited to this. Spiritual 
Feaſt, draw near with Faith, - and take 
this holy Sacrament to their Comfort, and 
uſe it as a means of ſupplying their ſp1- 
ritual wants and needs. 

Come, yea frequently ' come to the Lords 
Table. The Sacrament of Baptiſm. :s 
the Symbol and Seal of wir , Regenerati- 
on, or new Birth ;, and therefore it is. to 
be received but once - Bur "the holy 
Communion is the Symbol aud Seal of 
our Spiritual Nutrition 5 and therefore, 
in reaſon, we are. to receive #t often. 
When Chriſt appointed: : that this , ſhould 
be done in remembrance of , him, - cax 


you 
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you think, be intended oniy a ſingle, or | 
{ſeldom - remembrance ? Did not Chriſt: | 


himſelf, in giving that Command, and 
enalting that Law, intimate, inſinuate, 


and ſuppoſe 4 reiterated, frequent re- | 
membrance of himſelf, when he ſaid, as | 
oft as ye drink -it ; the Apoſtle ſubjoin- 

ing, as often as ye eat this Bread, and |: 


drink this Cup,” 1 Cor. 11. 25, 26. Will 
be then accept and take it kindly at your 
hand, if ye do it fo ſeldom, as 1s next 
to a total Omilſion of i ? Did the 
Primitive Chriſtians communicate every 


day, or at leaſt every Lords Day 5 and. * 


can you content your ſelves to live ma- 


ny Weeks, Months, avd Years without | 


it! 

Did you but know and underſtand, 
conſider and meditate of your own ſpiri- 
wal great 'Neceſlities, Wants, Weak» 
nefles ;. and of the certain, conſidera: 
ble AAvantages of « frequent Partici- 
pation of the holy Communion ; you woul!l 
quickly find a Law within your felves, 


rw bind and oblige you, 'a ftrong Argu- | 


ment and Impellent within your own 
Breaſts, a preſſns powerful Motive in 
your own Boſfoms, to draw you to the 
gACYament 


Y 
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Sacrament of the Lords Supper : you 
would as ſoon forget to take your daily 
Bread, as neglect to receive . this bleſſed 
Sacrament, por any good Occaſion, and 
fit Opportunity offer'd to you. 

Ameng all your Cares, take ſpecial 
care to feed ard nouriſh, to ſtrengthen and 
comfort, to cleanſe and ſave your Souls 
Among all your Empioyments, find ſome 
leiſure to remember your Saviour, to meet 
with your deareſt Lord, and to receive 
the ſeaſonable, plentiful, rich Supplies of 
the Spirit of Jeſus Chrilt, Phil. x. 
19. 

Wiil you pretend: to. valie a-Sermons 
and yet unworthily flight the Sacra- 
ment ? Seem to make Conſcience of 
hearing two Sermons #ſually every Lords 
Day 3 and yet let your receiving the - ho- 
ly Communion tWice. or thrice « Year 
# ivit, inflice your, Souls, and fatisfic 
your Conſciences ? Have you been {wift 
to hear ſome thouſands. of Sermons #r 
your-time ; and yet ſo flow, ſome of you, 
as not once 70. receive this boly Sarcra- 
ment in the many. Years of your whole 
Live ;, though ſo very many of the Ser- 
mons preach'd to youy urg d and prels'd 
you, 
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yok, with due Preparation, to receive the 
Communion-? Know ye not, that the Sa- 
crament has, in ſundry reſpetts, the ad- 
vantage of a Sermon * for in the Sacra- 


ment there is: a Sermon to the Eye, as | 


well as to the Ear. Preaching alone can- 
not» poſſibly ſo clearly and lively ſet forth 
the Evil-of Sin, and the Love of Chriſt 
to you; as the vitible Repreſentation of 
the Crucifixion and bloody Death. of Chriſt, 
made in this Sacrament, by the breaking 
of the Bread, and pouring out of the Wine 
before- you, 1s apt to. do. Beſides that, 
the Sacrament Calls you to a more ſo- 
lemn previous Examination of your ſelves, 
than a Sermon, dbes ; and. requires you 
publickly to renew, ' your whole Cove- 
nant- with God. and. Chriſt ; whereas 4 
Sermon ordinarily' engages you. to ſome 
one or few. particular Duties 02!y- : 
And the Sacrament ts a Seal and Con- 
firmation of the Covenant.o» Gods part, 
of all the” great and. precious Promiſes 
made in" Chriſt to. penttent Believers, as 
well as a Ratification of the, Covenant 
oz Your" part. 'Apgair : | The.\Sacrament 
has a ſingular Virtue «nd Efficacy, . to 
join and unite you- more. nearly. and 


cloſely. 
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cloſe'y to Chriſt your Head, and to Kult 
gnd cement you more firmly and ſtrong'Y 
one to another 11 Chriſtian Love. And 
15 moreouer A powerful Inſtrament, and 
effettual Means of conveying ſpiritual 
Frength from Chriſt, and Grace ſeafficter.t 
to enable Ju to perform the Coverant 
mace and repeated by you, and to prathſe 
the Precepts explicated and inculcated intbe 
very many profitable Sermons preached t0 you. 

F5- You that are Parents, and Maſters 
of Femilies, in the Fear of God, ſet up 
the Daties, avd maintain the Excrciles 
of Chriſts Religion in Your Families. 
Let ' Prayct and Reading the, ſacred 
Scripture, and a courſe of Catechizingy 
be things they are uſed to, and well ac+ 
quainted with, Reſolve with Joſhua, AS 
for me and my Houſe, we +will ſerve 
the Lord, 7oſ. 24. 15. And vow,.de- 
liberately with holy David, I will walk 
withia my Honſe with a perfect heart, 
Pſal: 1E1. 2. Wals ſo cloſely and con- 
ſtantly with God, and be ſo faithfully 
ebedient to him, that your Children may 
flare the better for your Covenant-Inte- 
reſt i2 him, and relation to him. Train, 
breed, and bring up your Children in 
the 


A. 
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the nurture. and admonition of the } g 
Lord, Eph. 6. 4. Teach them to kvow, | VN 
fear, love, and ſerpe God, , and with | il 
Abraham, command your Children and | &c 
your Houſhold, that they keep the | [ 
Way of the Lord, Ger. 18. 19. Thu. b 
will be a means to propazate Religion to | 
Pofterity. Suffer not your Children to ! + | 
have their Heads and Humours ; bat la- | * 
. bouy betimes to break them of their Wills, | ( 
leſt by their Stubbornneſs and Diſobedi- 
ence they break your very Hearts at | 
laſt. Adonijah 'was 4 perſon unlikely ever 
to Crane to good, when bis Father was ſo 
inda/gent to him, as not to diſpleaſe | 
him at any time, | in fayirg, Why | 
haſt thon- done ſo, 1 Kings. 1. 6. Fol- | 
law the Dire&ion, which St. Auſtin gives 

to teach Men to rlo the Works of Abra- | 
ham ': Kill finful Pleaſures, ſays he, | 
and flay Youthful Luſts in your Chit- | 
dren ; by this' means you will offer 
ſuch a Sacrifice to God, as Abraham did. 

Let this Thought often ariſe 12 your 
Minds, that the young Plants, that 
ſtand iz the little Nurſeries of your pri- 
vate Families, will, according to your 
care or neglet of them, grow up to be 


good 
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he } good and uſeful, or vicious and noxious 
w, | Members «> Church and State ; and ſo 
th | the Pablick will be profited, or prejuds- 
1d | red, by your well or ill ordering the 
ne | Diſpolitions and Manners of theſe that 
25. | belong wnto your charge. 
to | Reſtrain and regulate the rude and 
to | » looſe Mainers beth of your Children and 
- | Servants 3 Labour to wnſicl good Prin- 
f, dples ro them ;, and to render all your 
= = ſeaſanable Inſiruttions, proſpercus and pro- 
ft fitable by your gocd Exanpies : Domelſti- 
y | cal Examples are very mtably leading 
, and drawing, and wonderfully powerful 
e | end influential. Tow Children and Ser- 
7 | vants, they have their Maintenance from 
- | you, Dependance wpor you, and are much 
| inferiour zo you ; and ſo are apt to eye 
- | and imitate you, and ready to conform 
| | themſelves to you, 
| You that are Parents, is it not enough 
. that you have conveyed and communi- 
cated a Corrapt Nature fo your Chit. 
dren; bat will you proceed to deprave 
them furrber by your ill Examples, and 
' ro draw forth the Corruption of their Na- 
ture into manifold aftual Miſcarriages 
and Tranſgrefſions ? Will yow make your 


Children, 
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Children, as far as ever lies 11 your 
power, the Children of the Devil ? 
You that are Maſters, will you make your 
Servants the Servants of Sin, aud bind 
them Apprentices tr the very Devil ? 
Will you dare any longer to Corrupt and 
Debauch your Children and Servants, 


by your frequent Drunkezneſs, common | 


: 


: 
bl 


: 
e 
: 


Swearing, vain and looſe Talking,: Pro- | 


fanation of the Lords Day, Atheilſtical, 
ungodly Living ? Let Governours of 
Families charge themſelves to give better 
Examples. 


6. Yea, let every one of you ſtudy to br 
Exemplaryzin every relation and capacity; 


in every carriage "and deportment, both. | 


within the private Family, and betore 
al! the Neighbourhood round about you, 


_— 


Let this conlideration diſcourage and | 


deter you from being ill-exemplary, 
that if at laſt you ſhouid go to Hell your 


ſelves, your own Damnation will receive | 


aggravation from the damnation of 
others, who have been Sinners and Suffe- 
rers through your ill examples: Which may 


be the reaſon why Dives deſired to keep his 


Brethren out of the place of Torment, Luke | 


1.6. 
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16: 28. Nay, St. Auſtin goes 4 great deal 
»| bigher, in thoſe very notable Words of hts, 
| which deſerve to be pondred in your moſt ſert- 
14 outhoughts, If thou haſt givenan ill ex- 

> ample, ſays he, thou ſhalt one day give an 
id ' account for ſo many wicked pertons as 
! thou haſt ſhewn an ill example to, tho' 


.. | they have not followed thy ill example, 
Ys | For it is no thank to thee, that they did not 
|, | fmitare and take after thee, If thou doſt not 


f ſincerely repent, and faithfully endeavcur, to 
the utmoſt of thy power, to reclaim thoſe who 
by thy means have become vicious ; thon ſhalt 
at laſt be ſorely puniſh*d, not only for thoſe that 
have miſcarritd, but for all thoſe that miokt- 
{ bave miſcarried, as if they had indeed miſcar- 
ried through thy il example; becauſe if God 
had left them, thy ill example was enough to 
make them miſcarry for ever. 
| 7. And laſtly, Remember and confider 
' every dayof your Lives,what are the true and 
proper ends of Life. Think, and conclude,that 
you were not ſent into thus Varld to eat and 
drink, to lie down tb ſleep, and riſe up to play. 
Be aſbam'd to come ſhort of meer Heathens ; 
biuſ: toread what Cato in Cicero ſays of him 
ſelf : No body could ever yet find'me idle 
and unimployed. With Curius Dentatus, 


— 


that 
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that noble and worthy Roman, comnt it more 
eligible to be deadindeed, and nat to live at all 
than to be dull and droniſh, idle and nnattive, 


uſeleſs and unprofitable inthe World. Reckgn | 


with your ſelves, that Life-is a buſinels,, not 


good cheer : That your work.and buſineſs in | 


this World, is, not to labour for the meat 
which periſheth, toſeck and ſtudy to ſarisfie 


a delicate, manten, luxurious appetite, and to | 


take your fill of carnal, ſenſual, corporeal plea- 
ſure; to lay up for your ſelves I realures 
upon Eartb, Mat.6.19. io heap up Silver as 
the duſt,and prepare raiment as the Clay, 
Job 27.16. to acquire ſecular Grandeur and 
Heoneur,. Laborare in titulum Sepulchri,(as 
Seneca ſpeaks) to take unwearied pains for 4 
pompous ambitious Funeral, an honourable In- 


ſcription npon your Monument, a ſwelling Title | 


upon your Tomb ſtone, but to ſtore your ſelves 
with ſuch good things as will bear you company 


beyond the Grave,envich and ennoble you, and | 


render you worthy, and honourable for ever in 
another 'World, Give all Diligence to be 
verthous, and gracious ; tO get great 
power over your ſelves, and to become 


td 
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your own men,wh:ich the fore- cited Meraliſt 


telts,you,is abſolute liberty,a,d anineftima- 
ble good : To governyour ſelves.,and to inſpect 
and do good to others; To lay ont your ſelves for 


God; | 
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God; tolay up durable treaſures in heaven, 


Mat. 6. 20. togain and obtain the praiſe of 
God ; to preſs toward the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Jefus, Pk:1.3.14. S0 to run, that you may 
obtain an incorruptible Crewn, 1Gr.g.2.4, 
25, and baveanentrance miniſtred unto 
you abundantly into theeverlaſting King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 Pet, 1.11. 

I have written a long,yet,J hope, not tedious 
Epiſtle to. you : It 3s large, from an heart en- 
larged toward you, 2 Cor.6.11. I will detain 
you no longer from the Treatiſe it ſelf, towhich 
you will find manyQu0t ations annexed;let none 
condemn them, before they have read them, 
it may be, then you will judge them pertinent, 
pregnant, pleaſant. 

1 deſire you t0 accept of theſe ſeaſonable 
ſruits of my Miniſterial Labours among you, 
as a Token and Teſtimony of my coratal Love, 
and unfeigned Aﬀeftion to your Souls. 

It remains, that you thiak and conſider well 
with your ſelves, that when the moſt important 
Truths are, not only deliver'd in publicky and 
ſpoken in your Ears, but brought home t0 you, 
Houſes, put into your Hands,and preſented yy 


your Eyes ; how can youeſcape, if you will ng 


 laythem to your hearts, but neglect and rejet 


Such 
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ſuch means and helps of your Inſtruction and 


' Salvation. O read and confider them, and lay 


your Conſciences cloſer than your Eyes to them; | 
if they prevail not to reform and amend your 
Lives and Manners,they will come in,and wit- 
neſs againſt you,and heavily condemn you ano- 
ther Day. 

Now that the only wiſe and good God, who | 
put it into my heart to undertake thisWork,and | 
aſſiſted me in it, to the end of it (for tho | 1a- 
boured, yet notl, but the Graceof God 
Which was with me, 1 Cor. 15. 10.) would 
graciouſly vouchſafe to guide and dirett your 
minds and hearts into the knowledge, belief, | 
conſideration,love and prattice of the great and | 
weighty Truths contained in it,and would cf= | 

feftually bleſs and proſper it(and all other ſeri. | 
0145,profitable diſcourſes,that have beenaireaay 
in 29 years of: my Miniſtry among you,or ſhall 


: hereafter,by me,or others, be further made un- 


to:you) to the ſpiritual Edification, and eter- 
nal Salvation of your Souls, is the earneſt De- 
ſire, and hearty daily importunate Prayer of, 
Dear Friends, 
Your Servant in the Work 
Of the Miniltry, 
For Jeſus ſake, 
FOHN WADE 
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- Redemption of "Time a good Duty 
al in evil Dates. 

" Ephel, 5. 16. Redeeming the Time , becauſe 
. the Dates are evil, 

GHAT k 

ho | The Coherence of the Words. The Text divided. 
d | The Dottrine propounded. The Method laid 
& down for thexclearing and opening of it. What 
q it xs to redeem the Time : the Phraſe in the 
11 Text may ſignify theſe four Things ; ( 1.) To 
buy back, the Time that is paſd : In what Sence 
"4 that may be done. ( 2. ) To buy up the Time 
's | that is preſent ; that x, to forgo or part with any 
d | thing for it ; and to make it our own, and uſe it 
fo for our ſpiritual and eternal Advantage. ( 3.) 
%*! Not only to buy it up, but to buy it out ; to get it 
y ont of the hands of the Devil, and the World, 
if | and the diſtratting Cares, and tempting Plea- 
ſures of it. ( 4. ) To uſe all Wearineſs and Wij- 
. dom of Behaviour, all prudent and pious arts, to 
2 ſecure our ſelves from Snares, and to preſerve our 
- ſelves from ſpiritual Dangers, and from running 


F aſhly and unſeaſonably into any temporal Suffer- 


ng and Calamity. 


H E whole Chapter contains ſeveral 
Exhorrtarions, ſome to General, and 
others to Particular Duties. ( 1.) To 
General Duties ſuch as concern and 

oblige all ſorrs of Chriſtians ; from rhe firſt ro 
the 22th, Verle. (2. ) To ſpecial and penny 
B | ar 
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lar Duties, which relate particularly ro Hyf- 
bands and Wives, in their Carriage an* Be- 
haviour one towards another ; from the 22h. 
to the End. 

In the former Part of rhe Chapter he gives 
general Exhorrtations, toa following of God, ver, 
1. roa walking in Love, in Imitation of Chriit, 
verſ. 2. to the fleeing of Fornication, and all 
Filthineſs and Impuriry, 1o much as in ord, or 


only by way of Feſt ; from the Beginning »f | 


the third, ro the end of the ſixth verſe. To |: 


have no familiar Converſe, no intimate Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip with the Wicked, 'bur 
rather to reprove their evil Deeds, and wicked 
Works ?: from the ſeventh ro the fifreenth eſe. 
And to thar end to wakk ezrcumſpettly and wiſely, 
and ro expreſs their Circumſpection and Chri- 
{tian Wiſdom by this excellent good Effect of 
ir, the -Redeeming of their Time; 1n the 15th, 


7 OS SY OG DIG ens WR " 


and 16th. werſes ; See then that ye walk circum- | 


ſpeAly, not as Fools, but as wiſe, redee ming the Time, 
becauſe the Daies are evil. 

The Words of my Text do-eafily break in- 
to theſe rwo Parts ; ( 1.) A Duty, Redeeming 
the Time ; and:( 2. ) a'fpecral Ground and Reaſon 
of the Dury, becauſe the Daies are evil. 1 be- 
gin with the former. 

It «s the Duty of a Chriian to redeem the Time, 

For Explication of the Duty I ſhall ſhew. 

- I. Wharir is to redeem the Time. 


1. Whar the Time is, that is to be redeemed. 


IT. Whar it is to. redeem the Time. The 
Word in the. Original imports and fignifies ſe- 
veral things, 1, The 


Diligence in-his furure Traffic, and fo gets 4 
2 


a good Duty in evil Dajes. 3 
1. The greek Word taper{;gve is come 


monly rendred redimentes, redeeming. Now 
to redeem "Time, is properly ro byy back the 
Time that is paſt, to regain Time formerly 
mis{penr, to recover, as it were, the Jewel of 
Time that has been formerly lolt. Time once 
lerſlip is indeed phyſically irrecoverable. We. 
can never truly and properly live one Day, 


* one Hourof our Lives over again. Burin a 


moral Confideration "Time is accounted as 
regained : 

( 1. ) When we ſeriouſly confider, and fad- 
ly think upon our former evil Waies; weep 
and wail oyer our paſt Sins, lament and repent 
of all our loſt and misfpent Time, and with 
with all our Hearts and Souls that we had or- 
dered arighr the whole Courle of our Conver- 
ſations, and lived andacted alwazes as we ought; 
and by condemning our ſelves for our old Fol- 
lies, undo ( as far as 1n us lies ) whatever for- 
merly we have ll done. 

And (2.) when by : double Diligence, and ex- 
traordinary Care and Endeavour, we do that 
in the remaining Parr of our Life, which ſhould 
have been in ſome good meaſure done before, 
and which 1s ordinarily work enough for a 
Man's whole Life : As a Traveller that has 
ſtaied roo long by the Way, when he finds the 
Day is far ſpenr, and thar ir is not long to 
Night, he puts on, and.makes all haſte and 
ſpeed, and goes as many Miles in a few Hours 
as he did before in many. Or, as a Merchant 
who has ſuffered very great Loſſes, doubles his 
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his Eſtate : in which Sence both the Traveller | 


and Merchant are ſaid to redeem their Time. 


Thus th2 Chrittian, by his Atiwity and Induſtry | 
extraordinary, does, as it were, recover his lolt ' 


Time, he does in eftect redeem it. Toslive 


much in a little Time, is in a manner as good, | 


. aSifthe very Iime paſt were really lived over 
again : 1t is in ſome ſenceas much as if the 
ſame Time were return'd into our hands, be- 
cauſe the fame thing, which ſhould have been 
done in the whole courſe of our Life, is effectual- 
ly done in ſome one Parr of it better employed 
than the relt of it. 

Neither is this any Encouragement to a wick- 
ed Perſon to looſe and ler go the preſent Time, 
becaulc ir may be redeem d again after a ſorr ; 


for they thar thus redeem ir, mult pay full dear | 


for it; and tis very uncertain, whether he that 
now lets it flip, ſhall ever have the happinels 
ro redeem it hereafter, though at the higheſt 
Rare that can be. Thar 1s the firſt parricular 
It 1s to byy back the Time thar is paſt : and this 
comes neareſt ro the Latin Word | redimentes| 
[ redeeming ] the Time. 

2. The Greek Word iZay982{w8er,does not ne- 
cefiarily tuppoſe 'a former Poſſeſſion of what is 
now bought, bur properly ſignities byying only, 
or the partinz with one Thing for the purchaſi 
of another. The word -is properly rendere 
emercantes, and may be well tranſlated buying 
the Time. *EZayvegGeut then may ſignify, nor 
only ro b:y back the Time that 1s paſt, bur to 
buy upthe Time thar is preſent : and this is ra- 
ther intended by the Apoltle in the Text. N = 


hs 
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if we take redeeming here to fignify no more 


than buying or purchaſing, it ſpeaks then theſe 
wwo Things ; (1.) Redeeming the Time 1s the 
forgoing of any thing thar would any way 
hinder us from taking the Time. (2.) Ihe 
making it our own, by uting and improving 1t 
to all poſſible Advantages : as in b:y:ng a thing 
[1.] we pay the Price of it, then take ir into 
our Poſletlion and Uſe. 

(1.) Redeeming, or buying the Time, it 1s the 
forgoing of any thing that would any way hin- 
der us from taking the. Time : For if you part 
with nothing, ſays St. Auſtin, and yet get ſome- 
thing you had not before ; you either found it, or 
had it given you, or got it by Inheritance : but 
when you part with ſomewhat to purchaſe ſomewhat, 
then you buy a Thing. 

B:7a upon the Place, makes the Redeeming 
here to be a Metapior raken from Merchants, 
who very curzouſly and carefully confider whar 
the ſeveral Wares and Commodities be, and 
ever prefer a little Profit before much Pleature, 
and chooſe a (mall Gain before grear Delights, 
We daily fee, that they who uſe Markets and 
Fairs will lay afide their Pleaſures and Recrea- 
tions, and often loſe their fleep, and their ter 
meals, and deny themſelves many Conveni- 
encies for the preſent, that ſo they may cloſe- 
ly attend their Buſineſſes, and know and take 
their Advantages, and may not loſe any good 
Bargain, bur be ſure ro meer with the beſt 
Wares, and to lay our their Money for the 
choicelt Commodiries. "Thus, in 4 ſpiritual 
Sence, we ſhould be greedy and coverous 


3 Buyers 
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Buyers of the Time;we ſhould be wiſe Merchants" 
ler any thing goto gain the Time ; be willing 
to . betow our Care, Pains, Labour, Diligence, 
which 15,as it were, our Money, which we give or 
the Commodity of an opportuniryof doing ot 
receiving good : be ready ro: for go and part 
with our Eaſe or Plea{ure,our Profit and rempo- 
ral Advanrage, our Honour and Eiteem in rhe 
World, rather than loſe the blefſed Occaſion of 
rrading tor Heaven, and improving our Time 
for ſpiritual Advantage. Sertorius the Roman Ge- 
neral, in his Paſſage intoSparn,yielded to pay the 
zribute demanded by certain barbarous People, 
that inhabited the - Pyren £an Mountains, over 
which he was to pals, at which his Souldiers 
were offended, and ſaid, thar it was to9 much 
Shame and Disbonour for a Prcconſu! of Rome 
to pay Tribute to vile barbarous People: bur the 
wite Commander gave his Souldicrs this ſober 
Anſwer, that he bought a Commodity, which ſuch 
4 aſpire to high Enterprizes, muſt take up readily 
at any Rate. And ſhould not we be much 
more willing to give any Rate for the ſþiritral 
Redeeming of Time ? ſurely we ſhould nor 
ſtick ar any thing ; we ſhould not think Time 
dear, or an hard Barpain, whatloever it coſts us. 
Somewhat to be fure ir will coſt us; and 
Calvin here puts the Cueſtion, quodnam erit pre- 
tium redemptions ? what Price muſt we give tor 
the redeeming cf time? T he Price is plainly this, 
ſaies he, To /f:m the infinite Snares that would 
entangle 1s, to free our ſelves from the Cares and 
Pleaſures of the World, and to renounce and part 
with whatever would hinder is from nfinz our 
* _ Time 
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Time aright. To redeem the Time, {aies 
anchy, isonly not to ſuffer Time to ſlip aways un- 
fruitfully, that we may enjoy our Pleaſure and 
Leiſure ; bur rather than loſe our Iime, to 
ſufter the Loſs of any thing. He is ſaid to re- 
deem the Time (faies the Revercnd Davenanrt ) 
who yields to the worſt Conditions that can be, ſo 
they be but lawful, that he my be able to cleave 
to God, to hold the Faith, and to keep a clear and 
a good Conſcience. Whatever he paies tor it, he 
counts this a very good Bargain. Dante! would 
redeem "Time for Praier, though he ventur d 
his very Life forir. Daz. 6. 10. David had ra - 
ther be mockr and deſpis'd by Michael, and lots 
his Honour, rhan-part with a ſpecial Opportu- 
nity of dancing before rhe Ark. 2 Sam. 5. 25. 
A ſincere Chriſtian had rather be ſcorn] and 
nick-nam 4, reproached and reviled, tian 
neglect any ſpecial good Seaſon of honouring 
his God. and advantaging his own or others 
Souls. The Aroiiles would fuffer Shame, 44 
5. 41, endure Reproaczhes and Imprilonments, 
rather than omit any Occafion of reaching 
and preaching Jeſns Chriit. . Rarher than the 
Primitive Chritttans would loſe any Advan- 
tage of ſerving God, and conſulting their Souls 
good, rhey would ſufer joyfully the ſpoiling 
of rheir Goods; Heb. 10.34.yea.rather than loſe 
rhar, rhey would1oſe their very Life and Blould 
ACtS 21. 13. 1 am ready, not to be bond only, 
but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, for the Name of the 
Lord Feſus. This was the Price St. Paul 
was ready to give to redeem the Time for 
Chritis Service. ' Moſes, the adopred Son of 
B 4 Pharaohs 
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Pharaoh's Daughter, a Perſon brought up at 
Court.who had the Education of a Prince, and 
large Expectations of rare and extraordinary 
remporal Advantages : when he came to Age, 
and well underſtood the inviting alluring Cir- 
cumſtances of a temporal Felrcity and was moſt 
eapable of rafting the Pleaſures of a proſper- 
ous State, and Courrly Life ; this Myſes, at this 
Tim2, was willing to part with the Pleaſures 
and Treaſures of Egypt, and refuſed the Hon- 
our of being called the Son of Pharaoh's 
Daughrter,to gain an opporruniry of bearing the 
honourable Reproath of Chriit, and of ſuffer- 
ing out of Choice and Election mott comfort- 
able Afliction with the People of God. Heb, 
11. 24, 25,25, And fo the famous Galeacius 
Caracciolus, a Couartier ro the Emperour Charles 
the fifth, Nephew ro Pope Paul the forth, and the 
only Son, and lawful rJeir of the Markgueſs of 
Vico ; being powerfully wrought upon by 
Peter Martyr's Sermon ( like another Moſes ) 
freely forlook his Markqueſdom, the Riches, 
Honors and Pleaſures of Italy, and of the 
Emperour's Courr ; to enjoy God, and the Pu- 
rity of the Goſpel, and the Peace-of his Con- 
ſcience, and the Fellowſhip and Society of 
the People of God, in a mean and private 
Condition in a poor Geneva ; notwithitanding 
variety of mighty entiſments from his Father, 
his Wife, his Children, and Acquaintance to 
renounce the Proteflion of the Ketormed Re- 
ligion, and to return ro Poperyy To redeem, 
or buy the Time, it 1s to part with ſomewhat to 


gain the Time. And then, 
(2.) To 
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(2.) To improve and make the beſt of it for 
our good, To buy the Time is ro make it ozr 
own : now we make the Time ow own, when 
we make a ſpecial Advantage of it ; when we 
employ and lay ir out in doing whatever we 
do to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 10. 31. when 
we ſpend it to the good of others, Gal 6. 10. 
when we uſe our Time to work out our own 
Salvation with fear and trembling, ro make 
our Calling and Election ſure, to ger and grow 
in Grace, to provide for our precious mmor- 
tal Souls, and to ſettle and ſecure our everlaſt- 
ing State and eternal Welfare. That is rhe 
ſecond Senſe of the Words. 

3. 'EZazex{e zu wedy itisnot only to buy 
up the 1] ime, bur alſo ro byy zt out : and this 1s 
the moſ# proper rendring of the Word. Ag 
when you ſee others watch and wait for a 
Commodiry which is for their rurn, and you 
py clap: hold upon it, and laid down rhe 

rice of 1t, before any one elſe can ger it into 
their hand : So, ro redeem the "Time, ir 1s ro 
gain it our of Huckfters hands, as I may ay. 
leafure and Play, on the one fide ; or over- 
much Labour and exceſſive Care for the things 
of the World, onthe other fide ; theſe, or ſuck 
things as theſe, have got the Poſſeilion of our 
Time ar preſent, or ar leatt are ready to ſeile 
and lay hold upon.ir. Now we ſhould nor fuf- 
fer them ro engrofs-it, but by all means ftrive 
to. keep ir our, or elſe ro recover it our of their 
hands, that, we may make a ſpecial Ufe and 
Benefit of it. Our Time muſt be gain'd ous 

of the hand of MT” 05s yea our of the _ 
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of the very Devil, who is cogrinually buſfie to 
get Poſſeflion of it. Since the Yorld 1s ſo cor- | 
rupt, the Devil ſeems, ſaies Calvin to exerciſe 
ſuch a Tyranny, that our Time cannot be confe- 
erated and devoted to God, unleſs it be after a 
fort redeemed. 

4. The learned Dr. Hammond aies, that the 
Phraſe of Redeeming the Time, of gaining or 
buying the Seaſon, ſeems to be a Proverbial Ex- | 
preſſion, which uſe had made to ſignify more than 
the very Letter of the Words import : and he 
producerh ſeveral Inſtances our of Authors, 
from which he gathers, that the meaning of 
redeeming, cr buying out, or gain the Time, is 
this ; for Chriſtians ro uſe good Caution and 
Cunning, Widdom and Dexterity, to fave them- 
ſelves from Spiritual Dangers, and the Snares 
that are near their Souls : to uſe all prudent 
artificial Devices ; to preſerve themſelves from 
the evil Times in which they live ; Times of 
carnal Senſuality, and high Corruption ; and fo 
of grear Tempration, and preſent Danger 
ro rheir Souls. Beſides rhis primary meaning 
of the Phraſe, he fates zt may be applied alſo to 
that other Prudence for avoiding of Perſecutions, 
& thoſe are expreſſed in Scripture by evil Daies : 
not to throw our ſelves upom Dangers unſea/onably, 
where there 1s no probable Advantage in our Pro» 
pet : but to ſpeak, and exhort when it is likely to 
proſper, and at other Times to refrain. And this 
lates he, may properly be ſtyled gaimims the Time, 
watching Opportunities ; and when. interpoſing 
world prove gainleſs, then to hold the: peace, and 
expe} ſome fitter Seaſon, And in this _ 
| enle 
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Senſe the moſt learned Gro:ius expounds the 
Phraſe: Redeem the Time. ſaies he, that is, by any 
Pains and Labour, and by all fair Language, 
and reſpe&ive Speeches, and innocent condeicend 
ing Carriages, avoid the dangers of the Times 
you live in, and lengthen outyaur own Tranquiitty . 


O - 
Thus I have opened the Fir/# Term, and 


ſhewn you whar is meant by the eZaexCouWee, 
commonly tranſlated [ redeeming ] the 'Time. 


— 


CHAP. I. 


What the Time 1 that ought to be redeemed 


largely explained. Opportunity more than Time: 
'tis Time with an Aptneſs and Fitneſs it has 
for ſome good. The Oppertunity to be redeemed 
x either General, or Particular : The General 
s all the Time of our Enjoyment of the ple- 
rious Light of the bleſſed Goſpel. The Par- 
ticular Opportunity froe-fold. (1. ) The Morn« 
ing of our Age. The welkredeemivg your 
younger Daies will be moſt acceptable to God, will 
make you more ſerviceable to others, and prove 
moſt profitable to your felves. They that re- 
deem the Time of their Youth, are likely to re» 
deem their riper Tears. Inſtances of theſe that 
have redeemed their youthful Daies. (2. The 
Morning of the ek. the firſt day of every Week 
Miniſters, Maziſtrates, People, Maſters and Scr- 
vants,Poor and Rich, (hould ſtudy to redeem this 
Opportunity. and take heed they redeem it not by 
halves. Our Obſervation of the Lord's Day a good 
help to the Redeeming of all the ſix Daies follow= 
zng, both as to Temperals,and as to Spirituals (3.) 
The Morning of every day ; that's an opportunity 
& giving God the fiit and, belt of oyr Time. By 


12 The Redemption Time 


deeming the Morning, we are likely to redeem the 
whole Day following. (4.) The Society and Com- 
pany of the moſs Reigious and Godly : in 
which we have an happy Occaſion both of doing 
and of receiving good. ( 5.) The ſpecial Seaſons of 
prgttiſing and performing Particular Duties, of 
getting and encreaſing atting and exerciſing Par- 
ricular Graces, muſt be reed embraced, and 
improved by us. 
W. LY H AT 1s the Time that is to be thus 
redeem'd. What is mcant here by 
Tw x2.4p6y. T his Word is ſametimes uſed /argely 
and indifferently, to note "Time in common 
which is only the Succeilion of ſo many minures, 
Hours, Daies, or Years, one after another, 
from rhe Beginning of a Man's Life to the 
End thereof. So xgugcs is all one with xgdv@-. 
Burt molt properly eg 15 taken in a narrow- 
er Senſe than ye'vS&. and is uſed to denore 
not I ime timply, bur Opportunity, Time with 
Advantage. Opportunity 15 the Cream of Time, 
the Flower of 'Inne. And in this Senſe we 
we mult take the x4e% here in the Text : nor 
anly for the patiing away of Hours, and 
ſliding away of Minutes, for the bare Space, 
mere Leilure of any thing ; bur for proper 
Seaſons, fair Occafions. good Hours, and fit 
Opportunities : Opportunity is Time with 
an Aptneſs and Fitneſs that 1t has ſome good 
with a ſurrablenets and ſerviceableneſs ro our 
ule and Advantage : tis a meeting of Time and 
Means together,tor the accompliſhing of our End 
and the effecting of any Work : or Bufinels. 
Now Opportunity is either General or Par- 
licular, The 
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The General Opportunity to be redeemed. 
The whole Courſe of our Lives is a General Op- 
portunity of doing and receiving good. We are 
ro look upon all our Time, which we live un- 
der the- glorious Light of the bleſſed 
Goſpel, as an happy Op ortunity of laying 
our of our ſelves for God, and for our own 
and others Advantage. When God continugs 
the Goſpel among us ; when he daily calls us 
to Faith and Repentance ; when he ſtands 
ready with- Strength and Afſiſtance ; when- 
he publiſherh great and precious Promiſes ; 
when the golden Sceprter is held out by God 
to'us, as it was to Eſther by Abaſuerus ; c. 5.2. 
when gracious Offers, merciful Tenders, kind 
and loving Invitations are made and repeat- 
ed, and very ſweet and comfortable Encourage- 
ments propounded and affured to penitentr 
Sinners in the Minittery of the Word ; this 
is ſpace given for Repentance : Rev. 2. 2.1. this 
is a golden Seaſon of- Grace, in which we 
may have Chriit, and all his precious and 
laving Benefirs, upon the reaſonable Terms 
and acceptable Crnthi_ga of rhe Goſpel. 
When the 'Trumper of the Jubile ſounderh ; 
when Liberry ro the Caprives, and the Open- 
ing of the Priſon ro them that are bound is 
roclaimed ; Beho!d, now 1 the accepted Time ; 
hold, now 15 the Day of Salvation: O receive 
not the Grace of God in vain : 2. Cor. 6. 1, 2. loſe 
not ſo long and large a Seaſon : make your 
Advantage of the "Time of rhe Goſpel, be 
thankful for it, and faithful in the Uſe and Im- 
provement of i ; cloſe with the Goſpel, and 


daily 
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daily and earneitly endeayour and pray that 
ir may be made effectual ro you. 

Repent, believe, ſincerely obey in this thy Day. 

Repent : think upon thy Waies, be ſorry for 
thy Sins : hate them, forfake them : repent 
with a Repentance from dead Wirks , never 
tro be repenred of. So change thy Mind, as to 
change thy Manners, t9 reform and alter the 
Courle of thy Life tor the furure. So truly 


repent, as to take care tO bring forth Fruits | 


meet for repentance. 
Believe, not with a bare hiſtorical, a meer 
intellectual Faith ; not with an idle, droniſh, 


wholly ineffectual Aflſent ; but with a pratts- 


cal, attive operative Belief. 


So believe the Word of God, as to take it | 
ſeriouſly, and in good earneſt, for the only rule | 
of rhy Converſation, in Martters neceffary to | 


Salvation. Sofirmly receives and afſent to the 
Divine Teltimony, as to have thy Hearrt righr- 
ly affected, and thy Life powerfully influenced 
by it. So cordially believe the Truth of 
the Goſpel, as to reſolve, and on all Occafi- 
ons to endeayour to carry ſuitably to fuch Be- 
lief; ro live and act as a Perſcn that does in- 
deed believe ir, and to anſwer the end for which 
Divine Truth was revealed, which is the bringing 
us to good Lives. 

So yield Afﬀent to the Dottrine of the Goſ- 


pel, as to cloſe and comply with the Terms ., 


of the Goſpel, and heartily to conſent to the * 
whole Duty of- Man, contain'd and delivered 
in the Word of God and Goſpel of Chriſt. 


So Afſent to rhe Commands of the Coſpel as , 


fTHE 


| 


: 
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true, as withal to love and like them, to chooſe 
and embrace them as good, and as good for thee, 
yea as incomparably ; wel for thee to obſerve, 
than any other Rule that poſſibly can be re- 
ſpected by thee, whatever they cauſe thee to 
loſe or ſuffer here in this World. So give 
your undoubred Afſent to. them, as to cleave 
cloſely, and ſtick invincibly ro them, againſt 
all flarrering, or affrighring Temprarions to 
the contrary ; and {till ro engage, and charge, 
and provoke thy ſelf, ro conform thy whole . 
Heart and Life to them. 

Farther ; So afſent ro the Truth of the Go(- 
pel Promiſes, as to rake care to perform the 
neceſſary Conditions of them : ro truſt in 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel with an obedienti- 
# Affiance, with an obſequious and duriful 
Reliance : ro truſt in them, according to the 
Tenour of them : to traſt in the Promiſes of 
Pardon and Remiflion, in the Exerciſe of 
ſincere and unfeigned Repentance : and in 
this Promiſe of Sandtification, in the Uſe of 
Golpel-Ordinances and Means, and diligenr 
Improvement of the Grace of God already 
communicated and received : and m the 
Promiſes of Life everlaſting, in the way of 
new and ſincere Obedience. Afenr to the 
Promiſes, nor only that they are true and real; 
ff that they are alſo the moſt valuable that 
can be ; exceeding great and precious Promiſes : 
2 Pet. 1. 4. fo as to prefer the Promiſes of 
God above alt rhe Proffers of the World, as 
better then any thing that the Deyil can offer, 
or the World afford, 

ED Farther 


16 Redemption of T me, 


Farther yer ; So aſſent ro the Truth of the 
Threatnings of the Word, as ro fear: and 
ſtand in aw of them, and to ſtudy ro avoid 
thoſe fins, which will put thee in Danger of 
remporal and eternal Sufterings ; and to 
keep thy ſelf tree from the Fear of the Menaces 
of Men, while thou art in the way of thy 
Dury to God. 

Believe the whole Word of God ; and * 


Believe in all the Perſons of the holy and * 


bleſſed Trinity. So afſent ro the Truth of 


wharſoeveris ſpoken in the Scripture of God, | 


and Chriſt, and rhe Spirit of God and Chriſt, 
as deliberately to chooſe God the Farther, Son, 
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and holy Ghoſt, for rhy Portzon and Treaſure, | 


thy Happineſs and chief Good. 

To bring thy Heart to own, love, honour, 
ſerve and worſhip God the Father, as thy good 
and bountiful -Crearor and Preſeryer, and 
very merciful God Redeemer by Jeſus Chritt : 
and freely aud gladly ro conſent to have God 
the Father for rhy Covenant-Friend, and re- 
conciled gracious Farher. 


And to accept, with all Love and Thank- * 


fulneſs, even a crucified Chriſt, for thy only 
Lord and Saviour, to. bring thee ro God, thy 
chiefeit Good, by reconciling thv Perſon and 


' Nature to him ; to recover and bring thee 


back both in Heart and Life to God :. and to 
reſt and rely upon Chriſt, and on God 
only in and through Chritt, for Juſtification, 
Sanctification, and eternal Salvation, according 
to the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 

Cordially receive him n all his Offices. And 
here, : I, AC> 
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r. Accept of Chriſt as a Prieſt,to fave thee by 
the offering of himlelf a Sacritice in thy ttead, 
and by making Interceftion on thy behalf. 
And labour to anſwer the ends of his Death, by 
Pucity and Holineſsneſs of Heart and Life : 
and ro at becoming his Interceſſion : to live {o, 
as it may be fit tor Chriſt with Honour to 
preſent your Works and Services to his Father, 
to be accepred by him : to do nothing bur 
what is worthy of ſuch a Mediatour as Chriit 
is, to preſent unto God on your behalf, Now 
rell me is any act of Profaneneſs, Sin and 
Wickednels, a fit A#ion for Chriit to take, 
and preſent unto his Father for Divine Ac- 
ceptance ? - Certainly our Actions muſt have 
the Truth, though nor the Perfettion of good 
Works: for otherwiſe 'rwere a Thing wnbeſeem- 
ing Chriſt to from tiem, and wnbecoming 
Gcd to accept them : for in ſo doing, Chritt 
mu{t become a Patrcn of Sin; and God an 
Ownerof the Work, and an Encourager of 
the Workers of Iniquiry. O then take care 
that your Actions be ſuch as may be fit to be 
reſenred by Chriſt unto his Farther, and ro 

accepred by God, in and thorough Chritt. 
This is th& Way to honour Chriſt contidered 
as a Pricſe, 

2. Accept of Chriſt as a Prophet, to reach 
and inftruct thee ; rthorawly to teach beth thy 
Head and Heart : and be willing and forward 
t0learn of Chriſt, and to be raughr by him 
the Truth as it us in Feſus, and to profit both 
by his Defrine and Example. 


3. Accept of Chrift, nor only for thy Prieſt 
and 
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and Saviour ; and for thy Prophet, Teacher 
and Inftructour, bur for thy wiſe and holy 


' Lawgiver, and for thy ſoveraign King and Go- | 


vernour, toirule and to reign oyer thee. Give 
up thy ſelf in hearry SubjeCtion ro the Perſon 
and Authority of Chriſt, and vow andwe ready 
" to perform fincere Obedience to all the Party 
cular Commands of Chriſt. When orhers cry, 


theſe are hard Sings, who can bear them ? | 


do you profeſs that hz Commands are not greev- 


ous ; and do thou fay from thy very Hearr, I | 


delight to do thy Will, O Chritt. Love and de- 
lighr in the Laws of Chriſt, and chooſe and 
ftrive to keep and obſerve them, when others 


cenſure, break and violate them. While orher | 
Men difhonour Chrift, and pur him: to an open | 


ſhame, and cauſe his worthy Name to be 


blaſphemed ; ler thy Life lead Men ro high | 


and excellent Thoughts of Chrift, and of his 
Laws, and Waies, and Government. 'This is 
the right Acceptance of Chriit, ſo #o receive 


Chriſt Feſus the Lord, as to purpoſe and en- | 


deavour ro waik 1 him. 


And then for the other Act of Faith : Have | 


not only a bare Opinion of Chriit's Fideliry, 
bur trutt in Chrilt with a pradzical. Truſt : So 
thoroughly rruft him, as to venture all thy 
Happineſs on him in his own way. Trutlt 
him fo far, as to be fincerely and hearri 

willing to leave and forlake all ro follow 
him : to part with Sin, and the World, yea 
Lite it ſelf for him, who will nor ſuffer thee 
to be finally a Loſer by him: to be ready to re- 


linquiſh all that thou ſeelt and poſſeſſeit here, 
for 
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for things inviſible,which Chrift harh promited 
to render to the Believer in the other Wald. 
And {o belieye wharis taid concerning the 
Holy Gheſt, as heartily to believe in rhe Holy: 
Ghoſt : Conſent to take him for thy Teacher, 
and Guide ; Sandtifier, and UQuickner ; Ad- 


yocate, and Comforter. 


Enter into ſe/emn Covenant with, refign and 
give upthy ſelf ro the Worſhip and Service of 
the ſacred Trinity. Be fully reſolv'd ro /zve to 
God and Chriſt ; and ro worſhip in the Spirit, to 


. be led by the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, and to 


bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. 

Believe, and learn to /ive by Faith ; and ler 
thy Faith work by Love, and ſhew ir felt by 
good Works, and be productive of the Obed:- 
ence of Faith. And ler thy Obedience be volun- 
or and __ uniform and univerſal, 
conitant and perperual. 

Thus, r 6. improve the precious Scafon of 
Golpel-Lighr, Grace, and Strength, by plainly 
and tully coming 4p to the Terms, and faurhfully 
performing the great and neceſſary Conditions 
of the Goſpel. Honour and glorify the Lord 
Jefus Chritt; by entertaining, and walking. 
worthy of the Goſpel of Chriit. 

There was a memorable Stare ſer up in the 
Iſle of Rhodes, in honour of the Sun, which 
once ina Day 1s faid to ſhine upon thar Iſland, 
be the Air in all other Parts never fo overca{t 
with Clouds. Burt we enjoy a greater and 
higher Priviledg than they : The Sun of Righte- 
onſneſ ſhines upon this our Iſland, and atfords 
the Light of the blefſed Goſpel, nor only once 


every 
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every Day, bur all the Day long every Day: 
— jim ng ſhall we be A blind = s. 
thankful, as ro take no norice of it ; fo idle and 
careleſs, as to make no uſe of ir > Since the 
the Light of the Goſpel does clearly and ſweet- 
ly beam out in our Faces, when the Air is 


dark abroad, and many orher places are cover'd | 
with the thick Clouds of Ignorance ; let us re- | 
Joycein the' Light, Fohn 5.35. and walk in te Light | 
of the Glorious Goſpel, 1 Fohn 1. 7. as Children | 
of the wo Eph. 5. 8. and of the Day; 1 Theſſ. | 


5.5. and then we ſhall be as ſo many Statues 
ſer up in Honour of Chriſt the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, that ſhines in his Luſtre and Strength 
upon us. 

Bur beſides the; Genera! Opportumity of rhe 
Continuance of the Goſpel, which is afforded 
romany all rheir Life long : I fay, beſides this, 
there are ſome Parcels and Portions of our 
Lives, ſome Daies and Hours of our Time, 
that are Particular and ſpecial Opportunities 
above others ; as namely theſe following. 

The fir#t Particular Opportunity to be redeemed. 

1. The Morningof our Age : the Time of 
Youth, and Health, and Strength : this 1s an 
Opportunity of providing for Ererniry : this 
is a fir Seaſon of working out: our Salvation ; 
of laying up in ſtore againit a Time of Sick- 
neſs, an Hour of Weakneſs, and the Day of 
Death. This is a Time, wherein both Body 
and Mind are ſtrong and vigorons. I his is an 
Ape meet for Imprefſion, capable of Inritucti- 
on, and fir for Action. The Wiſe Man calls 
young Men to redeem this choicelt rare of 

their 
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their Time : ro think of him carly, who 
loy'd and minded us ſo early ( Ecclef. 12. 1.) 
Remember now thy Creator in the Daies of thy 
Youth, [ thy choice Daies ] while the evil Dates 
come not, nor the Tears draw nigh ; when thou 


ſhalt ſay, Thave ns Pleaſure in them. The Daiecs 


of Youth are good Dazes : the Time of Healrh 
and Strengrh1s a good Time indeed : Now the 
Underitanding is quick and perceprive, the 
Memory ſtrong and retentive, anc the Body 
able and fir tor Service and Employment. 
The Daies of old Age, rhey arc evil Daies : 
then rhe Eyes grow dimm, the Fars deaf, the 
Hands tremble, the Legs are feeble, and rhe 
Memory fails. O/d Folk they can't do as they 
have done : they can't tollow the Markets,and 
manage Houſe-hold-Butinefles, and order the 
affairs of their Famihes and Callings, with 
ſuch quickneſs and diſpatch as formerly. Now, 
if Old Age be wifit for any Action, then to 
be ſure 'tis moſt unfit for the Exerciſes of 
Religion ; it is molt weak and ftrengrhleſs 
here. Pray tell me, what wilt thou do to re- 
member thy Creator then when thy Memory 
fails thee > Wilt thou be \firt to rurn ro God, 
when thou arr unable ro turn- thy ſelf in thy 
Bed > how canſt thou ſerve the Lord thy 
God with all thy Strength, when all, or al- 
moſt all rhy Strength is gone ? 

Such of us as have been prodigal of this 
precious Time, 'ler us lay our Loſs ro hearr, 
and|mourn in fecrer for it. Whata fad Con- 
_— IS it, that many of us haye made 
ou? {elves uncapable of taking Solomon's —_ 

un- 


22 Redemption of Time 
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Counſel. They that have already ſpent rheir | 


Yourh in youthful Lufts, they are nor in a Ca- 
pacity of remembring their Creator in the 
Daies of rheir Youth. All thar fuch cando, 
is only, with an holy Shame, and Godl 

Sorrow,rto remember in Confteflion before God 
thar they have not remembered and what in, 
due '1ime they ought to haye remembered ; 


—— 


and to beg of God, that for Chrift his ſake | 


he would nor in Judgment remember their 
non-remembrance-; bur that he would in Mer- 
cy:remember them, rhough they han'r as they 
ought remembred him. 

Bur now for ſuch, as have nor as yer paſt 
the Daies of their Youth ; O ler them prize, 
und preſently improve theſe precious Daies and 
Hours ; O 16H xavgdy (as the wife Pittacus 
once ſaid) know Time, know this particular 
Time ; loſe nor, if poflible, a Minute of it. 
»T will be grievous tro poſſeſs the iniquities of your 
Youth-in your Old Age. Fob 13. 26. 

Now for your encouragement to redeem this 
Parr of your Time, conſider ſeriouſly theſe 
few Things 5 

1. That the early Redemption of your 
youthful Daies, for the Honour, and Wor- 
ſhip, andService of God will be very pleaſing and 
acceptable to/him. God of old required thar the 
firſt ripe Fruits, and the Firſt-born ſhould be 
-dedicared ro him : and his Sacrafices he would 
have to be young ; to ſhew thar he delights in 
the Flower of Age, and well accepts the 
kindneſſes of our Touth Fer,2.2. As in the diſtilling 
of Warers, that which is drawn -off -firlt, _ 

the 


_ 
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the trongeit, and fulleſt of Spirits ; and the 


laſt is the weakneſt and ſmalleſt : Or, as in 
the pouring our of a Bottle, or drawing out 
of a Veſſel ( to uſe Senaec's Sinulirude, that 
which is pureſt and cleareſt comes forth firſt ; 
and that which is thickeſt and moſt dreggy, 
finks and remains at the Bottom : ſo the belt of 
our Daies run out firſt, and the worſt ar latt. 
Now 'tis a Diſprace to God, to give him the 
D evils leavings : it 1s a Contempt calt upon 
God, to give the Devil the Flower of your Ape, 
and him the Bran. Suppoſe a Landlord ſhould 
come ro his Tenant, and. entreat him to fer be- 
fore him ſomewhat ro eat ; and he ſhould re- 
ply, Excule me, I pray Sir ; there area Com- 
wy of Villains and Varlets, which I am ar 
preſent providing for ; bur if you will be plea- 
fed to ſtay a while, you ſhall have thoſe broken 
Scraps which they ſhall leave : would nor this 
be a ſtrange, rude, unſeemly Behaviour ? Thus, 
chus ir 1s with the moſt of us, God is our great 
Landlord, and he comes, and moves, and 1o- 
licits us to ſerye him : but we have fleſhly fil- - 
thy Luſts that war againſt our Souls ; and yer 
theſe muſt be ſtraight provided for : they muft 
have the Strength of our Bodies and of our 
Souls. "This is unworthy, diſhonourable-Deal- 
ing with God, and we little think how ill he 
takes 1t at our hands. Bur how welcom are they 
ro * who prefer God before the Devil and 
the World ; and honour God with their very 
firſt choice, and virgin Love ! Who do nor ſtay, 
as 1t were, till they are weary of Satan's Ser- 
vice, and then rake a new Maſter ; but _—_ 
Go 
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God even as ſoon as they can go, ſeek and en* 
quire early after him, and bind themſelves in 
their Youth ro him ; and keep clole to him, 
and walk with him, when yourhful luſts and 


paſſions do ſtrongly encline, and violently. | 


draw, and pull and hale them anorher way ; 


to break thorough all thoſe difficulties by a 


prevailing affection ro God and goodnels, this | 
turely is greatly acceptable, and highly pleal- | 


ing and delighrtul ro God. 


2. The well-redeeming of your younger daies, | 
aSit will be moſt acceptable unto God, {ſo |} 
. *ewill make you more uſeful and ſerviceable un- | 


to others. Thou canſt hardly do any conſider- 
able Service either to God, or the Church, or 
the State, if rhou makeſt ir /ate before thou 
beginneſt to be well employed. He can do but 
a little Work, that takes none in hand ill 
the Sun 1s a ſerting. . 
3. The redeeming and husbanding of rhe 
Time of thy Youth is apt to prove moſt profit- 
able to thy ſelf The earlier Men {er our in 
the Morning of their Age, the farther hy 


may walk in the Waies of God's Command- | 
ments in the Day of their Life, and make | 
more Progreſs in the Path of Holineſs. The foon- | 
" er Fu begin, the more Work you may do, 
and ſo may receive the greater Reward : yea, | 


be Garners here, as well as hereafter, by being 


thus buſie berimes. He that makes Religiog his | 


Buſineſs in his Youth, may eaſily lay tp a 
Stock of Grace, and of comfortable Expe- 


rience, which may be of much uſe ro him. If | 


thou beg:nneſt young, thou maiclt ger a — 
0 
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of Grace into thy Heart before thou art old : 
Thou maieſt go from one Degree of Grace r0 
another, from Strength ro Strengrh. : thou 
maieſt be almoſt a perfe& Man in Chriſt Fejus , 
that Time others are bur new born Babes, 
if thou wilt but, begin betimes. Bur a /are 
Chriſtian cannot probably be an emmient Chriſt: « 
«z; Asa Man thar begins the World late, can 
hardly grow a very rich Man : Or as we lay 
of Bees that ſwarm lare, they ger not any great 
Store of Honey. Manna was not to be mer with 
bur in the Morning : Exod. 16. 21. Who would 
miſpend, or neglect the Morning-Seaſon of his 
Like. and loſe that Portion of heavenly Man- 
na, which he might have gathered and gotren 
in it? Who would have a thin Crop, _—_ lean 
Harveit, by latter ſowins his Seed? Sow 
early,that you may reap the more plenrtitully. 
4. Conſider moreover, that they that re- 
deem the Time of their Yourh, are lik/y to re- 
deem their riper Tears : They have nor only 
more Time to get good, but a greater Diſpoſition, 
and a ſtronger habitual Inclination to be, and 
ro do good. A young Saint, and an old Devil ; 
sacuried and abſurd Proverb : There is the 
preatelt tear that a yowng Devil will prove an 
old Bce/zebub. Who can ever expect, that 2 
Tree that 1s barren 1n rae Summer, ſhould bare 
and bring forth Fruit in rhe FPinter ? It is 
laid of the Trees of Rigvcouſneſi, that they ſhall 
bring forth Fruit in old Age : Pſal. 92. 14. not 
then beg rodoir, bur ttall continue ſtill ro 
do it. . 1t 25 good for a Man, that he bear the Tohke 
in his Youth : Lam. 3. 27 : It is true of the 
C Yoke 
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Yoke of Chriſt; They that bear it in their 
Youth, there is hope they will count it an eaſie 
Toke, and not offer to throw ir off afterwards. 
Tramup a Child m the Way he go ; and 
when hrs old, he will net depart from it. Prov, 
22. 6. Whar the Veſſel is firtt feaſon'd with- 
al, it will have taſte of a {ong Time after. 
Remember God in your Youth, and you wall 
hardly forger him ever after. 

5. Confider once more, tis plain and evident 
fome young ones have redeem d the Time of their 
Youth : do you follow and imitate their Example. 
Holy David was able to ſay, Thou art my Hope, 
O Lord God ; thou art my. Truft from my Touth. 
Pſal. 71. 5. Geod Obadiah feared the Lord 
from his Youth. 1 Kznes 18. 12. Ir it ſaid of 
Abijah the Child of Fereboam, that inyhim there 
was found ſome good "Thing, fome Seeds of 
rrue Piery toward the Lord God of Iſrael ; that 
is, in regard of the Worſhip of God : and it 
is the Commendation of this young Man, that 
he was not only truly Godly, bur pious and 
religious in a wicked and flagirious Feroboam's 
Houſe 1 Kz12s 14. 13. You know, Samuel 
in his Childhood miniſtred before rhe Lord. 
1 Sam. 2. 18. And Timothy from a Child had 
| known the holy Scriptures : 2 Tim. 3. 15. He 
began berime in Religion,in holy Learning and 
Knowledg ; and gave fuch Proofs of forward- 
nefs therein, whence it might be, and was pro- 
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pheſied concerning hum, 1 Tim. 1. 18. that he | 
would become an cminent Inttrument in the | 


Church-of God, in communicating to others 
the Light of faving Knowledge, wherein ow 
lel 
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ſelf ſo early had made fo good a Beginning, fo 
great a Progrels. | 
We read of theelect Lady's Children wa{k- 
ang an Truth ; 2 Fohn 4. that is, in Sincerity 
and Integrity of Faith and Manners, or or- 
dering ro their Actions as #&e Truth preſcribes, 
and living according to the Rule of the Golpel. 
Our Saviour Chritt was early abour his Fa- 
ther's Buſineſs : we find him ar it at twelve 
Years old. Lake 2.42. 49. 'Tis faid of thar 
King Feſiah, that in the cighth Year of 
is Reign (which was the f6xteenth Year of his 
Age) while he was yet young, he began trq 
ſeek afrer God. Certainly his Heart was 
ſeaſoned with the Fear of God in his Childhood, 
when firit he began to reign : But now im tus 
Youth, us foen as he could get the Reims of 
Government 1m his Hand, he began #6 ſeek, after 
God : that 18, to'endeavour 'the Serling of rhe 
true Religion, and publickly ro manitett his 
Faith in God, and Zeal for his Glory : And 
in the zwelfth Tear (when he had atrained ra 
more Authority) he began to act molt ' vigo- 
roully agarnit Idolatry : And m the eighteenth 
Year he had quite purged the Land, and the 
Houſe of the Lord. 2 Chron. 34. 1, #5, 8. 
And it's well known c6ncerning our EngliſÞ 
Foſiab, King Edward the ſixth, that he was mojt 
exemplarily holy in the Daies of his Youth. 
How. did he honour rhe Bible, and Word of 
God ! When one of his Play-fellows proffer\d 
him a boſſed-plared Bible ro ftand upon, and 
heighten -him to rake down ſomewhat he de- 
fired, which then ſtood above his Reach ; per- 
C3 ccliving 
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it a Bible, with holy Indignarion he refuſed i, 
and ſharply reproved the Owner thereof, as 
accounting .1t unfit to trample that under his 
Feet, which he was to meaſure up in his Head 
and Heart. And upon the Day that he was 
crowned King of Eng/and, when three Swords 
were offered him, to fignify thar he was King 
of three Kingdoms, Engl. France, and Ireland ? 
heis reported to have ſaid, 'There is one Sword 
wanting yer:and being asked whar that was, he 
faid it was the Bible : that Book- is the Sword 
of the Spirit, {aid he, far tobe prefered be- 
Fore all theſe. He was conſtant, fervent, and 
Jucceſsful in.his private Devotions. How did 
his faithful Prayer wanderfully recover Sr. 
Folm Check, his School-matter, who by his 
Phyſicians was quite given over for a dead 
Man ?* How did he promote and carry on the 
Reformation of Religion, from Idolatry and 
Superitition, in this Land .and Nation ! And 
when the Emperour Cherles the fifth fent an 
Embaſadour with a menancig Metlage of 
War, in caſe his Couſin the Lady Mary ſhould 
mot be admitted the free exerciſe of rhe Maſs: 
and the, Council thinking it fir ro grarify rhe 
Emperour, engaged Arch-Bithop Cranmer, and 
- and Bilbop R:4ley ro preſs the King with Poli- 
tick Realons for the roleratian thereof; the 
King refuſed upon Scripture Grounds to con- 
deſcend thereunto : and when he found them 
{till urgent, and very imporrunate with him ; 
ar. laſt he fileuced rhem with his Tears, and 
Nopr their arguing with his weeping, and 
farc'd them to weep in company with hun, Jr 
| 2s 
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is reported of rhe early and emeinently ho- 
ty Mr. Foſeph Aellin, that, when bur a School- 
Boy he was obſerved to be fo ſtudious, that 
he was known as much by this Periphraſis (the 
Lad that will not play as by his Name. And 
when in the Univerſity ; he ſo demeaned 
ard carried himſelr, thar he deſerved to be 
called the Scholar, who by his good Will would dv 
nothing eiſe but pray and ſtudy. Yeaſo early, 
as about the eleventh Near of his Age, he was 
roted ro be yery diligent in private Prater, and 
ſo fixed in thar Dury, that he would not be 
diſturbed, or moved by the coming:of any 
Perſon accidentally into the Places of his 
Retirement. - And tis remarkable, what 1s 
ſtoried of a young Child, who died abour five 
or fix Tears old, that he would fo beg, and ex- 
poltulate, and weep in Praier, that ſomerimes 
it could nor be kepr from the Ears of Neigh- 
bours ; ſo thar one of the next houſe was forced 
to cry out, The' Praters and Tears of that 
Child in the next Houſe will ſink me to Hell : 
beca uſe the forward Piety and Devorion of 
the Child, did reprove and condemn his. 
neglect of Praier, or his flight Performance 
of it. And'to what a Degree of good Un- 
ſtanding and Aﬀection had that Child of Mr. 
Owen the Miniſter arrived > who was bur a- 
bout fourteen Tears old when he died : and in 
his Lye time would often write very ſerious 
Godly. Letters to his Brother, which ſhewed 
tus great Piety, and happy improvement. 
And how ſavourily and ſpiritually he exercif- 
ed himſelf in Meditation. notably appears in: 
| bs this 
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this Inſtance ; thar though he much delighted 
ul young Lambs, yer one Day his Morher 
bringing a Lamb,newly fallen of an Ewe of his; 
and ſhewing a lirtle Diſpleafure, that he ſhould 
zake no more norice of her bringing « to 
han : He rold her, that 4 he ſaw the Lamb in 
ter Arins, he was thinking of the Lamb of God, 
ow 1 preſented him to the Father : and that 
te "Lamb hu Mother brought him, was but a poor 
thing for him to rejoice, in, for he had far high- 
er Matters for his Foy. Some young ones 
have redeemed the Tune of their Yourh ; © 
Gay you ſo roo. Be able ro ſay upon berter 
Grounds than the young Man in the Goſpel, 
that aff God's Communds you have kept from your 
Tonth up. The Time of Touth is a —_ Seaſon 
of doing, and receiving good : 'Thar's the firſt. 


The ſecond Particular Opportunity to be redeemed. 


2. As the Morning of oar Age, ſo the Morn 
ing of the Week, thefirſt Day of the Week, 1s 
a: ſpecial Time to be redeem'd. Let this Day be 
ren obſerved by us, which was applicd. 
| and confecrated, ſeparated and appropriated 
ro ſacred Uſes, and holy. Offices; by the ble(- 
ſed Apoſtles ; ' who were either commanded by 
Chrift ro do it, when for forty Daies after. his 
Reſurrection he'inſtrudted rhe Apoſtles, and 
ſpeaks to them of the Things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God : Atts 1, 3. Or, having re- 
ceived the holy Ghoſt, Chriſt's Agent or Ad- 
vocate, promiſed and fenr ro inſpire their 
Minds, e© teach: and ſhew_ then how to _—_ 

irs 
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Afﬀairs, and order Matters relating ro the 
Church ; were extraordinary guided, and divine- 
ly direted by the Spirit of Chriſt in this weighe 
ry Buſineſs :of rhe Surrogation and Subſtitu- 
rion of rhe firſt Day in the place of the Jewiſh 
feventh Day Sabbath, which was partly a Ce- 
remonial Reſt, and was joined warh the Cere- 
monial Law, the Services and Rires where- 
of were to be obſerved in the Tabernacle and 
Temple upon #his Day and was a diſtinguiſh- 
ang Sign, and Part of that Partition-wall where- 
by the Jews were ſeparared from the Gentiles 
and was therefore fir ro be now removed and 
hid afide ': And were moreover plainly /ead 
to it by the Providence of God, which imprinted 
and put a moſt notable Charafer and ſignal 
Heuwour on this Day, and made it more ex- 
cellent than any other,by Chrift's Refurrection, 
- andl Apparirions, and the Spirit's Miffion upon 
*; wich were a remarkable pointing, and ipe- 
cial ſing/ing out of this Time ; and a clear In- 
timation, thar ts very Day ſhould be pnblick- 
ly kepr, and univerſally obſerved, in perpetu- 
al Honour of the Lord Chriſt. As the Sacra- 
ment is called #errroy xveuatx3y, the Lord's Sup- 
per, not only becauſe ir is kept in Remembrance 
of the Lord's Death, till bis coming again ; but 
becauſe ir was znftituted by the Lord himſelf 1 
Cay, 11. 20,23, 26. 90 the firſt Day of the 
Week is exprelly ftiled yudox xuerarxy the Lord's 
Day ; Revet. 1. 10. not only becauſe it is ob- 
ſerved by the Church in Memory ef the Re- 
furreion of rhe Lord Chriſt ; bur becauſe ir 
was appointed by cog Chrilt, becauſe he 
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was the Author and Ordainer of ir, either im- 
-med:iatly by himſelf, or med:atly by his Apoliles. 
And we cannot rwmagine, thar there 'thall ever 
occur a ſuffcient Reaſon for the Alteration of 
rius ro any other day ;for we can never look to 
receivea richer Benzfit in this World rhan Re- 
demption by Chritt, who role from rhe Dead ; 
and Sandtification by the Spirir, ſent down 
from Heaven on this very Day. We can 
never have greater Blefſngs to remember 0 
znother Day, and therefore the Sanctification 
of rhis Day muſt be perpetuated to the- End of 
the World. | b7s 

On this Day efpecially rhe Apoſtles perform- 
ed rhoſe Offices, which-are m:ſt proper and moſt 
agreeable ro a Sabbath-Day. There was. a 


' Convention and Congregation of the: Diſciples 


on the firſt Day of the Week, to break Bread; and 
St. Paul preacht to them the ſame Day : As 
20. 79. And though the Apoſtles preached, 
and celebrared the Lord's: Supper on \ other 
Daies of th2 Week z{yer why ar=: thele Things 
menrioned as done on that Day parucularly 
and remarkably, unleis ir were for lome f{ingu- 
lar Eminezcy of this above any ether Day ;:and 
becaule they were bound ro do thoſe Duries 
on this Day more than on any-- other. And the 
Apo'tle gave Expreſs Order, that. the Colleftion 


for the Saints, a Work eſpecially fir- for: a Sabs 
bath-Day, ſhould be made particularly on rhe 
ferſt Day. 1 Cor 16. 1, 2. that 1s, every firſt Day 


of the Week ; which was the fore-ordain d and 
cuſtomary Day of the Chrittian, religious, 


Day 
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Day of the Week, every Perſon was to lay a- 
part what God ſhould move and encline him to 
offer. : 

The Preparation and Separation of it was to 
be at home, every Week : bur the Collation and 
Contribution ro be in the Publick Congregation, 
every Lord's Day. For it was not reaſonable 
for any ro come tro the Lord empty, Deut. 164 
16. upon the Day of the moſt ſolemn Chriſtian 
Afﬀembly. And this Day was appointed for 
the Oblation of their A/ms, becauſe: of: rhe 
ineſtimable Benefits, 'and infinite good "Things 
we this Day: had beſtowed upon us. 

And the Church of Chriſt has conſtantly ob- 
ferv'd rhis high Day, ever ſince the Apoſtles 
Daies; andpent it-in« Reading, Exhortarion, 
Prater, Sacraments; The Prinurive Chriſtians 
were ſuipected ro: worthip the Sun, becauſe 
they ufed ro celebrate the Sunday. Ir was an 
uſuall Queſtion pur of old by the Heathen ro: 
the Chriſtians, before ever they offered ro ror-- 
tureand martyr them ? Num Dominicum ſer-- 
v4ſti 2 Did you keep-the Lord's-Day > To- 
which they: anftwer'd, Ghriſtianis ſum, inter 
mittere non poſſum. 1'am.a-Chrittian, and dare 
nor omir, or give over the'Obſeryation of. ir: 

This is a Day,” 1n-which God is to be folemn+- 
ly. worſhipped; and: ferved;- and-Chritt  to- 
be publickly magnified and glortfied -: A-ſpeci- 
al Seaſon.ro be.laid hold on;. a:-particular Op- 
hapaby-to be improved-for. our . Soul's Good. 

his a ſpecral-Day of Grace, inwhich(as I may 
ay) the Mint is going, and in-which:we may,,, 
take our Stamp:ot Holineſs.. This is the gain- 
= C. 5. fulleſt: 
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Fulleſt, the joyfulleſt Day of the Week : a Day of 
Harveſt, wherein. we are to lay up in ſtore for the 
whole Week, nay, for our whole Lives. This is 
2 Market-day for our Sonls, in which we may 
tftade for Eternity. This is a Day in which 
we may hear and underſtand the Things that 
belong unto our Peace. Pious and patherical 
is that of the divine and holy Mr. Herbert, 


( Sunday. ) 
O Day moſt calm, moſt bright, 
The Week were dark, but for thy Light : 
Thy Torch doth ſhow the Way. 


( Sundaies. ) 
They are the frintful Beds and Borders 
In God's rich Garden : that u bare; 
WWich parts their Ranks and Orders 
On Sunday Heaven's Gate ſtandsope ; 
Bleſſings are plentiful and rife, |. 
More plentiful than Hope. 


Thy is @ Dany, in which the moſt precious 


Commodities that ever the World: ſaw, or | 


heard of, are ſer (forth : in which the Riches 


and "I reafures of the Goſpel are opened, Chritt ' 


himſelt offered, his Merit and Spirit tendered ; 


Pardon and Grace, Life, Strength and Com- | 
fort held our exhibired. This is a Day, in | 
which no Pandora's Box is opened, but in | 
which the Cabiner of God's Jewels is unlocked, ' 


and his ptecious Grfts and Graces diſpenſed. 


. Tins 35 @ Day, in which a fſpiriraal Mave, a di- | 


Ytae Fair 3s publickly kept : in which, -_ 
| | : 
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the wiſe Virgins,we may buy Oz! for our Lamps; 
buy ſpirirual Eye-ſaive, ro anoint our Eyes, 
that we may ſee ( as our Saviour counſels. ex- 
cellently ) ; buy rhe Truth ( as the wile Man 
adviſes us) and be perſwaded ſo well to like 
it, as never to ſell or part with it : buy F/ne, 
and Milk, and Bread, to fill and ſatisfy our 
empty, hungry, and thirſty Souls : buy white 
Rarment, that, we may be clothed, and that 
the Shame of our Nakedneſs may nor appear * 
buy the Chriſtian's compleat Armour, that we 
be furniſhed for our Warfare, and well pros 
vided againſt rhe Atfaulrs of our Spiritual Ene» 
mes : buy Gold tried in the Fire, that we may 
be rich : yca,in which we may buy rhe Pearf 
of Price ; in which we may receive and lay 
hold on Chriſt, and all his Benefits ; and em» 
brace and apply the great and precious Promj- 
ſes of the 4rd l This 4s 4 Day, in which 
the Ward of God's Grace is opened and ap» 
plyed ; and the holy Sacraments, the Seals 
of the Covenant, trequently adminiſtred ; 
in which we have the Priviledg of heari 
God ſpeaking unto Sinners, and woing an« 
beſeeching Rebels ro be reconciled : and in 
which we may enjoy the glorious Liberty of 
| —_ our Aelves to God, with an holy 
Boldneſs ar rhe Throne of Grace ; and pour- 
ing out with one Accord our Supplication and 
Souls in Praier to him. This is a Day of folemg 
Relt from ſervile Offices, and worldly Works: 
A Time of drawing nigh to God, and of 
meeting the Lord in his own Ordinances ; of 
jouung with the Saints and Servants of _ 
& 
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and the Praiſes of him : of having Commu- 
nion and Fellowſhip with the Father,: and wirh 
his Son Jefus Chritt, "through the. blefled Spi 
rit; and of enjoying a kind of Hcayen- here 
upon Earth. 

The Lord's Day, you fee, is a ſpecial Seaſon 
of Grace and Mercy': O. ler's be ſpiritually 
thrifty of this Opportunity : Ler's nor live asf 
ve were of the faine Mind with the*modern 
carnal Jews, 'who-think (as the 'Jearned Bux+ 
torf tells us) that- ſleeping ' exceſſwely on their 
Sabbath a great Honour done to God. 

Ler's not content our ſelyes wlth an idle 
Reit: Ler our Reit be the Reſt of Men, and 
not of Beaſts; and rhe Reſt of holy *Men, a. 
holy : Ler's not only ceaſe from ſecular works, 
bar exerciſe our rational and ſpirittal Faculties 
it heavenly and divine  Employments: ; -and 
Jet our ſelves to Works of Piety, Charity and 
"Mercy. Let us redeem this. Tume our of the 
Hands of "the Devil; the VYorld, and our own 
carnal, cozening, corrupt Hearts. Do-not offer 
to- work the Works of your Call;ng, the' Works 
of the Fleſh, the Works of rhe Devz/,, on the 
Fords Day : Take heed of terving tne: Devil- 
mote-upon the Lords Day, than-on any other 
Day, than on all the Days of rhe Week be- 
fides. Ler not the Lords Day be lerſure for the 
Devil ; as if the firſt Day of the Week were 
Demoniacus pots quam Domnicus ; the" Devils 
and-not the Lords Day. Let not any Tempta: 
12ns;” or Delufions of Satan, keep and: derain 
us fron the publick Ordinance, divert our at- 
WALON.AT1T; and hinder our Spritual u=_ 
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it. Ler not any Recreations, - and ſenſual 
Pleaſures, 'upon this Day eſpecially, hinder the 
performance of Family-Dunes, and private re» 
heious 'Execrciſes. Ler not vain Thoughts this 
Day lodge within us, -and juſtle out heavenly 
Meditations. Let nor worldly impertinent Diſs 
comes, upon this Day, ſhurour more profita- 
ble Chriitian Conferences. 
The Lord's Day, it is the moſt conſiderable 
Advantage, the moit notable Opportuniry that 
is atforded ' us, and the beſt Price that is put 
aro our Hands all the Week long, You have 
ſeveral Marker-daies in the Week , for civil 
Aﬀairs, and worldly Intereſts : bur you have 
this-one only for ſpiritual and eternal Intereſts 
and Advanrage. - O do: nor neglect fo. great 
Salvation as 15 this Day offered and teadred ro 
you,. ;Having ſuch ani excellent Price in your 
Hands, O be nor-{uch Fools as: nor to make 
a good 'and a right Ule of it. Mr. Richard 
Capel, prefling the ftrict Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day, would uſually tay, that we ſhould 
22 to ſleep that Night with Meat in our Moaths, 
(as. it were) : "The -Lord's-day being our beſt 
Opporrunity-/; if we mis#{pend thar, we cany 
nor be 1a1d to redeem: the' Time: » 
Now that: we may redeem the Lord's-day 
to good. Etiects, and uſeful Purpoles, lerius 
not be wanting ro pur our ſelves in a fit Pre» 
paration. for the due Obſervation of ir :: nor 
only. by previous Meditation of the Day; and 
the Duntes of- it. ; but by ordering aright the 
conltanr courſe of our Converſation, .and: las 
bouring: for babirual Sandctificarion.. :Ler- us 
v every 
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' every Day live as thoſe that ex ro have 
| = with. God, the | CT day. 
Ler us act fo regularly all the: Week, that no- 
thing may be done by-us,, which may breed 
any ſtrangeneſs berween God and us, and hin- 
der our delightful. Converſe with him on his 
own Day : that on thar ſacred, ſeparared- Day, 
we may not bring the freſh Guilr of m=y grols 
and wilful Sin along with us, which may 
make us bluſh and be aſhamed ro come into 
his Preſence, Let us walk fo circumpectly 
every Day, that upon; the Return of his own 
Day, we may meet him with a pure and clear 
Conſcience, with clean H , and clean 
Hearts, and. may be made joyfwl- in: hx Houſe 
of Prager. Thar we may keep the y 
holy, ler us ſtrive and ſtudy to live holily all 
the. Week ; and be fo provident and. diligent, 
as/to finiſh and. diſparch in- the fix Daies all 
kinds of ſecular Works, and common Em- 
ployments ; thar no $:z commurred on the one 
hand, nor any Buſizeſi of our Calling omitred 
on:the other,. may ditturb-and flacken our At- 
tention, diſtract and di[compoſe usin the Ex- 
erciſe of our Devotion ;. but that we may 
cheerfully and frutfully . fpend the Lord's-day 
in the Lord's Work, Let ns every Day carry 
our {elves fo ſpiritually, and perform our-Clo» 
fer and Fawvly religious Duties ſo conſcionably 
and conftantly ; that we may be the fitter and 


readier to fpend: rhis:choice, felect Day in rhe 


folemn. Worſhip and Service of God ; and may 

| 0 4 or pea of i with lets 
ediouſnels, and more Delight, Ler us y 
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with God ſome part of every Day, that ſo we 


| may grow into acquaintance with him ; and 


may taſte the Sweerneſs, and experience the 
Gainfulneſs of Communion with him ; and 
leng for the return-of the Lord's-day, that we 
may meer and enjoy him in the publick Or- 
dinances, and have Opportunity of larger and 
freer Converſe with him. Ler us ro God 
every Day, that fo, by uſing our ſelves r6 the 
Dury, we may be the berrer diſpoſed ro join 
in Praier with the Congregation on the Lords- 
day. Let us read the Bible every Day, and 
daily do whatever we know ro be our Duty ; 
and this will make us more apt to hear, and 


the better _— ro receive the Word tha 
is preached on rhe Lord's-day. | 


And when the: Lord's-day comes, ler us get 
upas early as may be, that ſo we may have the 
more Time before us ro work the Work-of 
Gad mm: And take ſome Pains to prepare our 
felvesin- private, for our berrer atrendance up- 
on the- publick Ordinances ; and timely refort 
to the place of publick Meering ; Follow rhe 
Countel'of holy Mr. Herbert ; 


Simdates obferve : think, when the Bells do ; 


me, 

'Tis Angels Muſich ; therefore come not late. 
God then deals Bleſſmgs : if a King did ſo, 
Hino wonld not haſte, nay give, dy the Show ? 

— O be dreſt : 
Stay dt for th'othe» Pin : why thou haſt loft 
A Joy for it worth PYarlds, Thus Hell doth jeſt - 


£Aavp . 
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Away thy Bleſſmpgs, and extreamly flout thee; 
Thy Clothes being faſt, but thy Soul looſe about 
thee. 


And when thou arr come into the Church, 
watch over Thy Behaviour there : make thy 
ſelf all Reverence and Fear. Open thy Ears; 
bur ſhur thy Eies. to all diltracting Objects; 


Who marks in Church-time others Symmetry, 
Makes all their Beauty hs Deformaty. 


As the ſame Divine. Poer patherically ex- 
preſles- it. 

: Let Ged'and Anpels fee your moſt devour Be- 
haviour, and ſerous: Compoſure, ' the whole 
Time of Praier : And give all diligent cloſe 
attention'/.to the Y/ord of God,: read - and 
preachd. ,. Donor carp and catch, jeſt and jear 
atithe;Preachers, Language or Expreſfion.” Do 
not ſhew by your. vain. and: prophane Carriage, 
your: ridiculous. Geſtures. and. unſeemly: Acti- 
ans, Your Laughing and. 'Whiſpering, 'Toying 
and Talking, rhat you ſlight ard-conterhn:the 
Fooliſhneſs of Preaching. 

And when; an the Lords-day - the Lords. Tabk 
is richly furniſhd with a ſpiritual Banquet, 
make not needleſs and frivolous Excuſes-to ab- 
ſent your: ſelves. from this Marriage-feaft. - If 
any croud ing that.have not a. Hedding Garment ; 
ler not this'make you ſtay out, that have one. 


Loſe nor your Portion of | this: heavenly. Food, 


bceauſe. of athers impreparation, Though 


thers eat and drink their own. Damnation, let | 
| yout 


ORR - 
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your Faith fegd vn Chrift to your own Salva- 
tion. * By: your frequent receiving of this Sa» 
crament, ſhew your real Senſe of your: own 
need of it, your high prizing and valuation of 
it; your. hearty Thankfulneſs to Chrat for ir, 
your Obedience ro your Lord, who does nor 
only wouch/afe 1t as,a Privzledae, but command 
itasa Duty. : Po thu in Remembrance of me. 
Perform this eaſie /ſweer Command of thy dy» 
ing Lord and Saviour, who has freed and de- 
livered thee by his Death 'from rhe heavy Woke 
and grievous Bondage of Jewiſh Sacrifices and 
Obſeryances. O ler our Hearts, at fuch a 
Tine; - be broken and bleed ar the Remems» 
brance of our Sins, which brake Chriſts Bo- 
dy, and ſhed his Blood. Behold in the Sacrzfice 
and bloody Death of Chriſt, repreſented in 
this Sacrament, the odioufuefi and baſenefi of 
your 'own Sins : and reſolve ro be the: Death of 
that,” which was the Death of Chriſt 3.1 and ra» 
ther to die, than willingly to do thas for which 
Chriſt died. Abhor - the Thoughts of — 1 
chooſing 10 great an Evzl, as once broughr- fo 
great a Puniſhment upon fo great a Perion as 
the holy Jefus, the well-beloved Son of God: 
Conſider ſeriouſly upon this Ocgalion; that if 
God would nor ſpare Chriſt, when he,” -who 
knew no $in, was, by voluntary, : charitable at- 
lumprion of our Guilt, to anſwer for our Sims; 
tw beſure rhien he will nor ſpare us, if we wil- 
fully run on in Sin, and obitrnarely allow our 
lelves therein, notwithſtanding ſo convincing 4 
Demonſtration of his fin-haring ' Holineſs-and 
vindicative Juſticz, , Uporr. due Tag 
G raw 
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draw this Cenclufion, (which is the excellent 
Reaſoning of the Learned Grotius) that if Gl 
would not pardon the Sins, no not of penitent per. 
ſons, kf Chriſt did ſubſtitute himſelf in the 
Room, and ftland in their ſtead, to bear the Pb 
1nſbment ; much tefs will he ſuffer unreclaimabl 
Rebels, and contumacious Sinners to go unpuniſhed, 

When Chriſt is ſer forth, tn this Sacrament, 
erucified before your Etes ; think, how he intend. 
ed and aimed at our Mortification and Sar 
Ctification, -3n his Death and Paſſhon : Whe 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all Iniquity, amd purify to himſelf a pecutiar Peg 
ple, xealons of good Warks : Tit. 2. 14. Who by 
own ſelf bore aur Sins 311 bis own Body on the Tree; 
that we, being dead to Sin, ſhould live unto Rig» 
teouſneſs. 1 Per. 2. 4. Ler us yield, thar Chrit 
have bs End in his Death ; and nevet 
allow aur felyes to live in Sin; which will ren 
der us: uncapable of receiving the Benefir' of 
Chrifts Death. Think, how the Unholinek 
of our Lives s a greater wrong ro Chrift, rhai 
——_— the very Death of him : be 
caute (as the learned Dr. Fack /ox nores) 1's 
more againſt the Will, and Liking, and good 
Pleafure of amp Saviour ; whoſe Will was re 
gutared by Reaſon, and was a conftant Rule 
af Goodneſs : for,” though a painful, ſhameful 
Death, and rhar mflicted by his own People 
went much again{t his human Will ; yet he 


- choſe rather ro-die, and to. ſuffer the moſt ab 


flitive Circumſtances of Death for us, than wo 


ſafer us ro live and die in our Sins, and in the ' 


Servirude and-Power of Satan. 


Shall 
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Shall we prerend, whep we approach to the 
Tabte of our Lord, affectionately ro remember 
a loving dying Saviour, and to defire ro have 
his Memory continued and tranſmitred to Poſte» 
rity ; and yer ſo much forget him, upon rhe 
rerurn of any Temptation, as to repeat that 
which was the Death of him ? Shall we weep 
at the Sacrament, and ſeem to be hugely trou- 
bled for thoſe Sins which were the Caufe of 
Chriſts Sorrows ; and yer go about again r0 
deſtroy, and ro crncifie Chriſt afreſh > Shall we 
commemorate at the Lords Snapper our won- 
derful Redemption by the precious Blood of 
Chciſt ; and when we have done, ſhall we do 
the Devil more work and ſervice than the 
Lord Chriſt > O what a Repreach is this to 
Chrift, and whar a Sport ro the Devil, thar 
they, thar prerend ro remember Chrifts Dying 
for _—_ -— rn woke os in their hearrs boos 

ts him ! St. Cyprian brings in the Devil | 
and bragging Todeſy = Saviour, and Sofa 
mp over us filly and finfat Wretches, im this 
manner ; I have endured no Buffetings, nor born 
—_ with the Palms of Mens Hanes : I have 
ſuffered no Seourgings , ner under-gone the Croſs 
for any of theſe : nor have I redeem dmy Family 
wth the Price of my Paſſion and Blood: ſheddrmy : 
*# ſhew me, O Chriſt, ſo many, ſo buſy, © 
painful, ſo durifal Servants of thine, as I am 
able to ſhew thee every where of mine. Bring 
torth, if thou canſt, ſuch a Number of Per- 
ſons, who devote themſelves, and give their 
bours; Eſtates and Time to thee : as I can 
afily produce of thoſe; who do all this — = 
n 
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When thou profeſſeſt ro remember that 
Chriſt died for thee, O die to that for whid 
he died : Offer thy felf to him, and lay an 
thy ſelf for him, who once offered himſelf fa 
ws, and in the Sacrament ofers himſelf to wm; 
Think no.Dury roq much tor him: For Shamg 
for.-Shame, do nor ſerve any longer a bloody 
Murtherer, initead of- a bleſfed Sayiour and 
merciful Redeemer. 

Ler our Thoughts and Meditations dwel 
upon the Demonſtration, given: us in- the Sacrs 
mens of- the Loxds Supper, of Chriſts exceed 
ing, #nconparable Love to Mankind. See there, 
how contrary the ſweet and kind Nature 
Chriſt is, to the cruel and execrable Natureg 
the old Tyrant, the Devil: For (as the leary 
ed Dr. More- very well obſerves) whereas the 
Devil (who by unjnſt Uſurpation had got the Gt 
vernment of the Vorld into hs own hands, tyras 
1nzing with the greateſs Cruelty and Scorn, tha 
can bt imagined over. Mankind) thirſted after bn: 
mane Blood, and. in moſt Parts of the Warld 
quired the Sacrificing of Men ; which could ut 
ariſe from any thing elſe but a ſalvage Pride, and 
Deſpight againſt us. This new gracious Princed 
Gods own. appointing , Cheiſt Feſus, was ſo fat 

Fram, requiring any ſuch villainous Homage, - thitt 
bimſelf became at once one grand and aliſuſficiew 
Saerifice for. us, fo-expiate. the Sins of all Mate 
hind, and ſo to reconcile the World to God. Shall 
nor all this diſengage 'us from Sin and Satay, 


and win and gain us over to Chrilt? | 
And.let Chritts. Death make thee ſtudy to.) 


do ſomethung anlwerable to the .deareſt Low! 


4 
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tha of the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
who has dealr ſo graciouſly - with thee, as ro 
trangfer the Puniſhment from the upon his 
Som 3 and ſo bountifully with thee, as to give 
his. 6wn Son for 'thee, and to thee. O blels 
and == God, by ſtudying to do ſuch good 
rify hi 


out 
fa 
i. 
! 


| 


Works, as may provoke others to bleſs and glo- 


And when you come home from the publick 
Ordinance, rake heed you do nor entangle 
your fſelyes with Buſmeſſes, or Recreations ; 
which have as much Power to render the pub- 
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| formance : Bur carefully ſpend that which is 
>} not Church-time, in Meditation, Praier, Read- 

ing, ſavoury Speeches, heavenly Diſcourles, and 
ef the-conſcionable performance of fuchDuries as 
rend to your own and others. Edification. 

Let Magiſtrates redeem the Lords day, by per- 
fonally frequenting, open owning and counte- 
nancing the publick Worſhip of God, and Or- 
dinances of Chriſt ; and by improving the ut- 
melt of their Power for the Glory of God, and 
Honour of: Religion, in the zealous preventi- 
on, or ſpeedy Reformation of the horrid Pro- 
fanarion of the Lords-day ; and vigorous pro- 


«} moting.the general Sanctification of it ; 'out of 
wy ſerious conhideration, and a ftrong conviction, 
j- 
l 


o 


* - 
- 


that the Preſervation and Continuance of Rel:- 
gion doth much depend upon the due Obſerva- 
f tionof the Lords-day : And that a Difeſteem, 
| and Neglect of rhe Sandctification of thar Day, 
9! does quickly cauſe a lamentable Decay of Chri- 
: tian Piety, and haſten the infliction of fearful 

| Fudgments 
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s upon a Land and Nation. 

Let them do this, in imiration of the braw 
and holy-ſpirired Nebemiab, who teſtified 4 
gainſt, and contended with the notorious Prifs 
ners and Violators of the Sabbath-day ; 'anl 
would nor ſuffer the open ſelling of Vi 
and Wares; the trading with Commoditi 
and carrying of Burthens, and doing the ſe 
#/rks of their ordinary Callings on that Day. 
Did not your Fathers:thus, {aies he ; and didm 
var God bring all this Evil upon us, and upon thi 
City ? yet ye bring more Wrath upon Iſrael by giv 
—__— Sabbath. {See Nehem. 13. from 1, 
T0 22. 

Let Magiſtrates (ee to the Obſervation, anl 
look ro the Sanctification of this Day ; andh 
become the happy Inſtruments, and bleſſed Men 
of the ſaubfiſting and flouriſhing of Religion i 
the World ; of keeping up in the Mmds and 
Hearrs of Men a Senſe of a Senſe of Sin 
a Senſe of Dury ro God and Man, a Senſe, & 
believing apprehenſion of a certain Reward 
Puniihmenr, a Senſe of Heaven and Hell, 1 
Senſe of Ererniry : of begerting and preſery 
ing a Tenderneſs and-Quicknels in Mens Cot 
{ciences, which are apt to be rouſed and awz 
kened underevery Ordinanee : of maintaininy 
the Life of Religion and the Power of Godlt| 
neſs : of _ the outward Worſhip and, 
Service of God, and'heightning and increaling 
the emvard Honour, and hearty Love aud Fea 
of him : All which depend, in a great meafute, 
upon ſtrates ſecuring, whar lies im rhe, 
the- due and facred Obſervation of the Lorts 
Day. Ls 


DTCC ERNST EF-T--3-1--8:1-41--1-$-1-R-.8- 


TFESALEEESTS2z 


a good Ditty in evil Dates. &7 
Let Miniſters redeem the Lords day ; not by 
compoling their Sermons, or committing them 
ro their Memories on that Day, (which Toll 
and Task is firter ro be the Labour of other 
Dazes) but by ftriving ro work their Sermons 
and Diſcourſes upon their own and "others 
Hearts and Conſciences. Let them fpend thar 
Day in wreſtling with God n ſecret, for Af- 
fiſtance/in, and a Blefling upon their publick- 


| Employment : In firſt confefling their own fins 


in their private Clofets ; and in begging divine 
Gifts and Graces, to make them able Mini- 
fters of rhe New Teſtament ; in fſerting right 
their aims.-and ends in all their Exerciſes and 
Undertakings ; and in imploring the ſpecial, 
ſpiritual, gracious, powerful Pretence of God 
with his own Ordinances. And then in hum- 
bly confeffing the Sins of rhe People in the 
publick, Congregation, in earneſtly praying for 
their Souls, and praiſing God for his wonder- 
ful Mercies im the Medator, for the happy Re- 
ftauration of ſinful and miſerable Makind, 
and the Communications of himſelf ro the loſt 
World by Jefus Chriſt : In propounding and 
prefling' the motſt found and folid Reaſons ; 
the-molt- convincing, cogent Arguments, to en- 
gage them to their Duries ; and in giving with 
the greateſt Expreflion of Aﬀe&tion, the melt 
x7, Directions, 'and ſeaſonable Counſels, to 
guide them in the Way ro Heaven. 

And. Let the People redeem the Lords-day, by 
privately reading, or hearing read, (ome Part and 

ortion of Scripture, which would ſeafon their 
Hearts, and make them more teachable, when 


they 
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they hear the Word publickly read or preath- 
ed : By praying for. themſelves to the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of their Souls ; and by praying for 
their Miniſter to the chief Shepherd, rhat Shep- 
herd both of Shepherd and Sheep, of Paſtor 


and People, that great Propher and Teacher | 


of his Church ; thar he would reach their Tea- 
cher, inftruct their Inſtructor, and fo lead and 


guide him by his Word and Spirit ; rhar he | 
may ſafely conduct them by found and ſeafon- | 
able Doctrine, and winning Example, in the | 


Way everlaſting. Yea, let them redeem the 


Lords-day, by attending on rhe Lord without 


Diſtractions ; by joining in the publick Prayers; 
by being preſent at publick, Baptiſm, that they 
themſelves may be minded as remembred of 
their own Baptilmal Vow and Covenant : By 
worthy and trequent receiving the holy Commu 
2z0n of rhe Body and Blood of Chrilt ; By dr 
ligent hearing the Word preachr ; By ſerious 
Meditation on it, and conſcionable Practice of 
it ;; and by charging themſelves, and humbly 
deliring God ro help them, to walk worthy con- 
tinually of the Means, Mercies and Priviledges 
they enjoy : By maintaining heart-warmi 

conference ; By charitable Yigration of, a 

Mainiſtration of ſeaſonable, ſuitable Counſel 
and Comfort to anv fick and weak, afflicted or 
diltreſfled Perſons : By acknowledging all their 


Offences to God, and Amendment of the 
ſame ; and by endeavouring hearrily ro recon | 


cile rhemſelyes charitably ro their Neighbours, 
where any Difference or Diſpleaſure has been, 
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Ton that are Maſters and Governours of Fami- 
lies, redeem the Lords-day for your ſ-lves, and 
cauſe your Families to redeem ir. The Lord 
of the Sabbath commandeth, rhar thou, and 
thy Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man-ſervant, ti,y 
Maid-ſervant, and all within thy Gate, keep that 
Day holy. Set not, ſuffer not your Servants ro 
work,, nor your Children or Servants tO play 
on this Day. Be 4s much aſhamed to '{ee your 
Child or Servant tteal and rake Gods Time to 
themſelves, as you would be ro find them pzl- 
fering or ſtealing from your Neighbour. You 
can keep your Servants cloſe to your own work 
all the Week-daies : See thar they neglect nor 
the W/irk of God on the Lords-day. Will you 
make them labour for you ſix Dazes together, 
and will not you cauſe them to ſerve God one 
Dey in ſeven ? Bear leaitas much concern'd 
In caſe of neglect of Gods Service, as you are 
at us Time when your own Work and Fa- 
mily-buſineſs is neglected. Do it for Gods 
Jake : Shew that you love the Honour of God, 
and not orly reſpect your own Commodity, 
and look to your own Advantage. Do it for 
your Servants ſake * Make it their Buſineſs ro 
do God Service, that they may be approved 
and rewarded by him. Yea, do it for your own 
Jake, Make your Servants Gods taithful Ser- 
vants, thar ſo they may prove more faithful ro 
you ; and that God may bleſs them in your 

rvice ; and that your Work may thrive and 
lucceed in their Hands. On this Day eſpecially, 
call rhy Family, thy whole Family to Family- 
anties ©; prepare them for, and haiten them = 
Le 
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the | nv, Ordinances. - It is reported of. Dr. 
Chaderton, the firlt Maſter of Emmanuel-Col- 
ledge, that he was married three and fifty, Years, 
and yer in all that Time he never kepr any of 
his Servants from the- Church, to dreſs his 
Meart ; ſaying, That he deſired as much to have 
hy Servants know God, as himſelf. And it was 
the Cuſtom of the Reverend and Pious Dr. 
Gorge, to forbear providing of Suppers the Eye 
betore, thar.Servants might not be occaſioned 
thereby to ſir up late : neither would he ſuffer 
any Servant to ſtay at home for dreſſing any 


Meat upon the Lords-day,, for the Entertain» | 


ment of Friends, whether they were mean or 
reat, few or many. Take your Family to 
hurch along with you ; and when you return 
home again, examine, catechize, inform, in- 
ſtruct them, recapirulate the Sermon, read the 
Scripture and gaod Books to them, what pra- 
ctical, profirable, neceſſary, ſaving Truths on 
them ; fing Pſalms among them, and pray 
moſt heartily and affectionately with and for 
them. 
And you that are Servants, who have little 
leiſure, moit of you, on other Daies ; and who 


| 


| 


live, roo many of you, 1n ſuch profane and ut | 


godly Famalies, where you hear not {0 much as 
one Prazer. put up to God, nor one Line of the 


Word of God read, nor one ſerious Word (poken | 


of God all the Week long : what reaſon har | 


you carefully ro redeem the Lords-day ? To 
redeem it in publick, by devoutly attending to 
the Praiers that are made, and the Word that 
3s borh read and preachr in the publick Cor 
gregation ; 


- 


as. . Ol. i. 4 bed 4 


uy O_o __—_— 


a good Duty in evil Dajes. 3 


egation : And to redeem 7t in private, by ta- 

ing all poſhble Occafions ro retire and go a- 
fide by your ſelyes, ro confider in ſecret the 
needs of your Souls, ro examine your Hearts 
and Stares, to review your Lives and Actions, 
ro humble your ſelves in Confeffion of Sin, 
and ro. pour our your Souls in Prayer for Par- 
don and Grace ; ro read the Bible, and ſome 
inſtructive, practical Wrirings of the molt ju- 
dicious, experimental Divines ; apr 'to inform 
your Judgments, and to work and preyail up- 
on-your Aﬀections : to fer your ſelves ro me- 
dirate of God, ro draw out and engage your 
Hearrs ro God ; rather than to laviſh our, and 
throw away thoſe precious Hours, in fooliſh 


;Falk, and frothy Diſcourſe ; or in gadding 4- 


broad, 'and walking idly in the Fields, and re- 
creating! Your Bodies: rarher than your Souls, 


-and''in rhratting God, and turning Religion 


wholly our. of your Minds and' Hearts, an 
nourithing your ſelves in Ignorance of God, a 
Unacquaintance with him, and in Encreafi 
the Atheiſm of your Hearts' and Lives, yas, 


- hardening your own and others Hearts,throu 


the enfnaretnents of the-World, ' and the de- 
ceitfulne(s-of Sin.” - | 

Bur, ir may be; you'-will ſay, you are hard 
wrought all the Week, long 5 and you have reaſon 
to take your eaſe and pleaſure, and to reſt and 
recreate your tired Bodies one Day in ſeven, that 
ſo you may .endure your Labour, and go 


\through all your Work” the better. 


I an{wer'z that your' very Ceſſation in any 
meature from your wonted Labour, is an eaſe 
D 2 and 


.and refreihing to you : 
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and relief ro your weary Bodies': and thar the 
very change of your. Work and Occuparion 
fm ſecular {ervile employment to ſpiritual di- 
vide Worſhip and Service ; and the Diverſion 
of your Minds from worldly Bufinefles to the 
Offices and Exerciſes of Religion (if you 
would bur acquaint your ſelves with them, and 
uſe your ſelves to them) would be delightful 
And the Peace and | 
APruet, Joy and Comfort of a good Conſcience, 
in the fairbful Diſcharge of -your Dury ro God, | 


.and a, tender care of -your immortal Souls, 
- would. ſtrengthen and hearten you to bear all 


the Burthen of the hardeſt Labours of your 
domeltick Miniſteries ; in confideration, that 


.your Heavenly Father, Lord and Matter, will 


accept and reward your Works of Piery, and 
bell and preſper the Works of your Hands, in 
the Houſhold-bulinefles,. and Famuly-employ- 
metfrs, .incurhbent on you, and belonging to 
you. Rather break your Sleep, to riſe the ear- 
her, than loſe 'the Opportunities of that Day : 
Or, chuſe to leave, and live out of thoſe. Fam 
hes, in the which you are forced-ro live with- |! 
out God, are debarr'd-from -his Service, and | 
can have no Liberty allowed youno mind God | 
and your Souls,! 'on a Day that was purpyſeh 
ordained and appointed for your ſpiritual pro- 
ciency and improvement. 

Let the Poor of this World redeem thy Day, 
by raking this Opportumiy to labour (piritually 
for the Meat which 'periſheth not,, but endureth 
ro everlaſting 'Life ; and by hearing the. Goſpel 
preach d 1a--this' vealon tro them, to _ 
ric 
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rich' in Faith, rich in'Grace ; ro know, and ro 
partake of : the Grace and Fayour, the Love 
and Kindneſs of our Lord Jeſr's Chritt ; who, 
though he was rich, yet, for our ſakes became poor, 
that we through his Poverty might be made rich. 
You that are poor, and mean, and low 1n the: 
World, and who cannot take ſo much Time as 
others x0 worſhip and enjoy God on the Yeek- 
Daies, | ſee that you well improve this Day. 
Now you are releaſed from ſecular Bufineſfles 
and common Services, and your Bodies reſt 
from their hard Labours ; be ure thar you 
ſpiritually bufie, and: hohily employ your {elves 
the Service of God. | 
- Jer me likewiſe charge them. that are rich in 
thy Viirld,' to redeem-thas-choicett part of their 
Time ;- and in it to endeavour ro be rich to- 
ward God, rich in God ; - to lay up for them- 
ſelves a Treaſure in Heaven : to obtain rhe true, 
certain, - durable Rzches 1; which, when they 
fail, will never leave tkem -; bur when they 
remove, wlll bear them company 1nto the other 
World. 

And here ler me hint ro you of the Gentry, 
what Dr. Paul Mick/ewait once urged and 
preſſed in a Sermon art the Temple ; that 
Gentle-folk, of all People, are obliged to a ſtritt 
obſervation of the. Lords-day. "Lhe Gentry, in 
compariton, reſt all the Yeck long © their Cheeks 
are not morſtened - with Sweat ; their Hands are 
not hardencd with hard Labour: ; they are not 
tired and wearied our with pains-taking : They 

rake their pleaſure, and recreate them- 
ſelves every Day in the Week, have nothing tg 
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plead for Recreations on the Lords-day. Tho, 
for my ewn part, 1 ſhould be far from indulging 
a Liberty ro any, to take '/uch Recreations as 
hinder tie Devotions due to any part of the Lords- 
day, and are Impediments to the Sandtification 
of it aright. LetaZ induſtriouſly redeem the 


 Lords-day. 


And take we heed we redeem it ' hot ' by 
balves-: bur ler's religiouſly obſerve, and cove- 
roully redeem the whole Lords-day. 

We are bound in jſtice to God to do it : be- 
cauſe God has ſet a Day, not a piece of a Day, 
apart for himfelt;,.-and requires -this Porrion 
and Tribute of Time to be paied ro him, who 
bas graciouſly grven us'all our Time. ''We 


fhonld be as much, yea more' afraid, ro fteat 


Gods Time, than Mens Goods. Do nor only obs 
ſerve the former yon of the Day, repairing to 
the Church or Chappel in. the Morning, but 
commonly and cuſtomarily abſenting your 
felves,: and/ growing -quite weary of any ſuch 
Duty in the: Afternoon : for 'God has allotred 
and appointed a ſeventh Part of our Time for 
his own Worſtip and Service : bur if you keep 
only one halt of the Lords<day, you give God 
bur a fourteenth Part of your Time : Nay, of 
atie Day in feven, I fear, roo many fpare him 
no more, than that Time only, which their 


gn_ ns-Atteudance takes up in publick on rhe 
Lords-day. And; here I appeat to' their ow 


Reaſon, whether ir:be a bet '\and' fit Thing, 


that rational Perſons, ' created by God, and re- 
deemed by his Son, ſhould afford ro the Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God and Chriſt, and rhe 
great 
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great concerns of their immortal Souls, bur two 
Hours at moft of the whole Lords-diy ; and it 
may be n9 more of the whele eek ) and ſhall 
ſpend thoſe Hours in a formal, cuſtomary, cold 
and heartleſs Worſhip of an infinitely holy and 
juſt Deiry, rhe tremendous, impartial Judg of 
Angels and Men. 

Grudg nor to give God one whole Day in ſeven, 
who largely and liberally grants and allows ſix 
whole Daies in ſeven to you : and who deſions 2 

eater Benefit and Advantage to you by your 
Obſervation of this ove Day, than poſſibly can 
accrue to you by the carefulleſt and painfulleit 
worldly Improvement of all the reſt. O belieye, 
and confider, thar the taking out of this one Day, 
and ſerting it apart for ſuch an excellent Ser- 
yice, and high Employment as you are called 
ro 1n it, 1s certainly the greateſt Gift of al. 
How can you be loth to ſpend one Day in ſeven 
in Fanuliariry with Heaven, in communion 
with your Maker, and Fellowſhip with your 
Saviour ? Ler us all call the Chriitian Sabbarh, 
the Lords-day, 4 Delight : Take as much 
Contentmenr and Satisfa&tion in doing on this 
Day the Exerciſes of Re/i27on, as Men nſually 
take in doing the Works of their ordinary 
Calling : Take as much pleaſure in Gods Ser- 
vice, as others take in Sin and Vanity. Let us 
ſpend the Lords-day, as becomes thoſe, who 
profeſi that they love God better, and delight 
in him re than in any Thing in the World : 
Spend it as they thar are g/ad of fo honourable, 
and profirable , and pleaſurable an Employ- 
ment, as the pnblick and privare Worſhiping 
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of God. Lert us go to the Houſe of God with 
Foy. Let the Church, on the Lords-day, be a 
unſurcing ton and not a Priſon to us. Do 
bur bring your ſelves ro ſpend the Lords-day 
with Delight, and then. you will keep 1t to the 
End of 1t. 

The Fews were bound to keep 4 whol? Day 
holy, in a grateful Memory of the /cfſer Bene- 
fits of the OS and their Deliverance our 
of Agypt : And ſhall not we ſolemnly obſerve 
the whole Lords-day, in a thankful remembrance 
of greater Bleſſmgs > Not only of the Goodneſs 
of God in our Creation, but of his Grace and 
Mercy in our Redemption, and Deliverance 
from Hell, and . Death eternal... We have 
greater Engagements to dg it, than they : nor 
only greater Motives, but greater Means too. 
We have greater variety ot publick exerciſes 
on the Lords-day, than they had on their Sab- 
bath : We have more. Scriprure to read in pri- 
vate than they-'had :; We have the Old. and 
New Tettamenr, ; - many Expofirors upon 
them ; many good Practical T heological Tra 
Etares written : We have more Knowledp afford- 
ed us than they had ; more Grace offer d us ro 
do the Duties incumbent on us : Now we that 
have more Means and Helps, how can we offer 
ro pur God off with /efs Duty, and ſmaller Ser- 
vice, and ſhorter Performance ? 

Nay the very Heathens, guided by the light 
of Nature, held it reaſonable, thar the Daies 
conſecrated ro their Gods, ſhould be devourly, 
and totally oblerved with Rett and Sanctity. 
Macrobzys tells us, that, on their holy Dazes, 
| the 
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the People came together to ſpend the whole * 
Day in learning Fables, to be conferred upon. 
And will you, that call your ſelves Chriſtians, 
refuſe ro come together on the Lords-day, to: 
ſpend' one Hour in the Morning, anorher in' 
the Afrernoon , in learning -the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, and in receiving ſaving Inftructions 
out of the Word of God ? 

You that give your Bodies two Meals every 
Day, will you feed your Sos but once on the 
Lords-day ? Give me leave ro deal with you 
in the wiming Words of that tweer Singer of 
our I/rael ; Speaking of the Lords day, faigs 


bu 


Twice on the Day hs due "ts und:rſtood ; 

For all the Week, thy Food ſo oft he- gave thee. 

Thy cheer us mended ; bate not of the Food, 

Becauſe 'ty better, and perhaps may ſave thee. 
Thwart not th" Almighty God-: O be not croſs. 
Faſt when thou wilt, but then, tis gain, not loſs. 


Conſider, thar your own, and your Families 
ſpiritual Neceſſities do require and call for a mo{t 
ttrict Obſervarion of the whole Lords-day, and 
a fairhful Improvement of all the Helps and 
Advantages of ir. The M/orks of your Callings, 
and 'your Worldly Occalions and Employ- 
ments, do, 'irr a manner, rake up ſix Dues of 
the Week ; and you have bur one whole Day in 
ſeven to provide tor the Needs of your immor- 
tal Souls : Now the Necelliries of your Sou/s 
are far greater than thoſe of your Bodies ;. your 
feiritual, eternal Eitate, is of nearer and highzr 
D 5 CORCELTR 
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concern than your outward aud temporal eſtate 
And will you not labour. then re improve eve- 


ry Howr,and- endeavour .to redeem every: Mz- 
zzate of this-o#c Day 2 Do bur feriquſly think 


with your ſelves, how much work you have 10; | 


do in this one. Day 5 and then re me, whe« 
ther in. Reaſon and Prudence you can ſpare any 
Part of it, yea or no. What have you to da 
for God, for your ſelves ?, Whar for your Fa- 
milies, for ., your Children, and Servants ? 
klow. many. and great Mercies of God; 104 
wards.you, and;yours, and all Mankind, are 
you boynd te-recount, .and to,be affected with 
on ths Day ? Ovght you nor ſtill, on #/15 Day, 
te remember and conſider, and ſolemnly and 
hearrily robleſs. God and Chritt, for the capis 
zal Mercies of . Creation, and Redemprion,. and 
for the gracious.ſea{onable ſending-of the Holy 
Ghoſt 3 and t@ ſpend ſome Fime in ſpeaking 
highly and honourably.of..\theſe Renews, ro 
the Praiſe of your Maker, and Glory-of your 
Redeemer ? Are not you gnerant of many 
Things, 1a which you oughr to be informed ? 
Ard, have not you need. then ro; fpend ſome 
part of the Lords-day in; reading the Bible, 
and ſome ſelect Books of ſaund Divinity :/ in 
hearing the Word preach'd, and in. conference 
with gedly,, underſtanding, and.'welkexpert 
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enced Chrittians ? Are you not roo great Strat | 


gers to. Gad, and your ſelves > And have not 
yu. need then to improve ſome portion of 
this Seaſen in Meditation and Self-examination, 
that yau may: germore: 4doguarntance with God, 


aud yqur own; Hearts > Have nor you _— | 
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of the whole Week” paſt to confels ro God in le- 
cret, and ro beg the pardon of every Lords- 
day ? when you have /ejfure from your bodily 
kbour, 1s it not fit you ſhould rake fome pams 
in conquering the Corruprions, and: mortify- 
ing the luits of your own Hearts, and min 
wreſtling with God in Prater for his Strength 
and Grace 2 Can you idle away your Time, 
and take your pleaſure on the Lords-day, 
when you have Families to inform, and Chil- 
dren and Servants to catechize and inſtruct 2 
Ler your Conſciences ' tell me, whether it be 
better, on the Lords-day,; to ſpend your Time 
in -utineceflary Divertitements, in fruitleſs Vi- 
firations, in vain and frothy Diſcourſes ; t2 
alk freely rogerher of worldly Bufinefſes; ro 
judg the Preacher, ro cenfure your Chrittian: 
Neighbour : Or tro commune with your {clves, 
and to labour ro edifie your own Families : 
To teach your Children the Doctrine of Adams 
Fall, and of rhe Redetnprion wrought by 
Chriſt : To acquaint them, what Sin and 
Corruption they brought: with them inro the 
World ; and how they have encreafed it fince 
they came into-the World : - hat the Pages 
of Sin # death : To tell them what Chritt has 
done and ſuffered, to free and deliver them 
from Sin and Death ; and what rhey mult do, 
to be capable of partaking of Chriſts ſaving 
Benefits : To: ground your Seryants in: rhe: 
Principles of Religion : To rake account what 
they remember of -the Sermons they heard thar 
Day, and to examine how they have profited. 
by the publick Ordinances. You fee: what a 
greas- 
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great deal of Work you have to do, and whaz 
a little Time you have todo it in : You have 
bur ove whole Day in ſeven : \It concerns you 
then to be very ſaving of this whole Day : To 


be as far from diſputing, whether it be not | 


lawful ro uſe Recreations and Sports on ſome 
part of it, or to employ ſome Hours of it in 
any unneceſiary worldly Bufinefſes ; as from 
putting the CQuettion, Wherher it be nor lawful 
yainly to ſpill your own Blood ;, or to make a 
refuial of Gold- that is offer d you, and to caſt 
it contemptuouſly into the. Dirt. 

"I will bur lirtle avail you, ro make the ut- 

moit wor/dly Advantage of all the other fix 
Naies, if you make nor a ſufficient ſpiritual 
Improvement of, this, which is more conſidera» 
ble than all the reſt. What would} it profit 
you, if, as God wade the World in fix Daies ; 
10, you could- gaiz the whole World, by owork- 
ing hard the ſix” Dates. ; if, by-grols neglet 
of the. Lords day, you at lair loſe your own 
Souls ? 
- The Church'of England, in her pious and-uſ& 
ful Hom1/y' of the Time and Place of Prayer, de- 
clares, that in the fourth "Commandment God 
has given expreſs Charge,, that - his obedient 
People ſhould uſe our Sabbath-day. (which is 
now our Sunday) holily ; , and reft from their 
common and daily Bulineſſcs ; and allo give 
themſelves wholly ro. Heavenly. Exerciſes. of 
Gods: rrue Religion and Service: 

And in his Majeſties Royal Proclamation for 
the Obſervation of the Lords-day, -all his Ma- 
peities Subjects are bid. to take notice; ths, 5 


+. 
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the Law, the reſorting ro Divine Service, en- 
joined on that Day, does comprehend the eyz- 
tize Day, and entire Service, both Morning - and 
Evening . 

Yea, every Lords-day Morning 2 you your 
ſelves make this open Confeſſion, and publick 
Prajer, in the Congregation, after rhe Read- 
ing of: the fourrh Commandment ; Lord, have 
Mercy upon us, and encline our Hearts to keep 
ths Law : As much as ro ſay ; Lord, we ac- 
knowledg we have neglected this thy Day : 
We pray thee, pardon all our unchrittian Sab- 
barh-breaking, for rhe Time paſt ; and give 
us Grace, to obſerve the Chrittian Sabbath 
better for the furure. Now will you confeſs 
in the Forexoon, and tran/greſi in the Afternoon ? 
W1ll you beg pardon in the Morning, and fin 
again the very lame-Sin before Nighr> Will 
you open your Moutls, to ask Gods Grace, 
ro {anctiftie and keep holy the Sabbath-day ; 
and, ir may be, profane 1t in a graceleſs man- 
ner, as ſoon as you are our of the Congre- 
gation ? 

It the Lerds-day onghrt to be obſerved at all, 
it 1$ to be kept both Parts. of the Day. -And for 
thole thar. commonly , tay away in the After- 
noon, I would ask them, what their- Employ 
ment 1 at home 1n the mean Time ? | Do not 
ſome of them ipend rhe Atrernoon in ſleeping, 
or walking, or talking, or drinking, or gam- 
ing ? while others are jointly confeifing, and 
praying, and praiſing, and hearing ? 1t God 
requires a Day, 1s this. to ſanctifie a Day ro, the 
Lard ? To worſhip God in the Morning, and 
tO 
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ro diſhonour God, and ferve the Devil, and 
divets Luſts, in the Afternoon. Do you ſpend 
your Time as religiouſly at home, as you might 
do at Church > Do you catechize, read, and 
pray, and (ing Pſalms at home in the mean 
Time > If you do, you do it wiſcaſonably ; 
and plainly break the Lords-day, by ordinart- 
ty performing private Duties in the "Time of 
publick Ordinances : The Lords-day bein 
chicfly appointed for the pablick Worthip an 
Service' of God 5; The mott prublick Worſhip 
being the higheſt Honour that can be done te 
God and Chrit. 

Reading a Sermon, of ſome Carechiſtical 
Dedtrine, at home, in the Time of publick 
Preaching or Carcchiſfing, though, 7» zt ſelf, it 
may be a better compoled Sermon, or Expoſi- 
tion ; y# 75 not ſo'gred* as hearing a Sermon, 
or Expoiition, at Chufth' : For, the publick 
Miniftry of the Word, is a divine Ordinance, 
which has 'a ſpecial Promiſe of Gods gracious 
Preſence : Matth. 28. laſt : Go, veach, (aies 
Chriit, /o, I am with you alway, even unto the 
ent of the Iartd : You ate therefore bound to. 
frequent and artend upoer it. | 

ou- muſt not mn-#me and my-place Duty : 
You muft nor read at home in private, when 


God calls you ro. hear in publick ; You muſt | 


not uſe one Ordinance, in contempt, or neple# 
of another : 


you do. You can't expect Gods Preſence, | 
and look for the Gift of Gads Grace, ina | 


way of Difobedience ro his Command, and 
Neglect of his appointed Means, Hen God 


You cannor | hope to-profn, if | 


ſets | 
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ſets up the Miniſtiy of the Word im any Place, by 
Spirit then opens his School, and expetts that all, 
who would be taught for Heaven, ſhould come thi- 
ther : Now whether « it moſt fittins, that 2 
Schelar ſhould wait o92 by Maſter at School, to be 
taupht : or the Myjicr ſhould run after hs truant 
Schalar, at Play in the Field, to teach him there ? 
As the accurate Preacher, Mr. F/ Grrnal, does 
well illuitrate ir. þ 
Moreover , in Artendance upon publick 
Preaching, there are the Pyrazers of f 2 whole 
Congregation! pur up -for a Blefling upon the 
Word that 1s ſpoken and heard ; which is an 
Advantage, that can't be enjoted in priyare 
Reading. | | 
There 13-alſo fomewhat in this ; rhar the 
lively Voice of the Preacher is more affecting, 
and powerfally working, than private Real: 


ing. 

And. as- for Reading © the 'Sctiprure, and 
Books. of T heology, it is to be ed, rhat 
they care bur /:ttle for Reading, who pretend 
fach Reading, ro excuſe their Abfence from 
publick Hearing. | 
. Bur grant you do'read'; yer certainly the 
Scripture and good Books were never written 
to divert and hinder you from. publick Hear 
inp,” ſo-long as you are able ro 0 to the pub- 
hek ; bur ro-fit you for it, and help you m' 1t. 
Nay, the Bible, and good Books, forbid you 
to {tay ar home in Time of publick Worthip 
and Sefvice';' and command you ro be prefent 
ar-publick Prater, Baptiſm, rhe Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, Carechifing; Preaching < 

Not 
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Not to forſake the' aſfembling of your [elves toge= 
ther, as the manner of ſome #. Heb. 10. 25. 

Take notice further ;. that zf you, rhen every 
one, as well as you, may ftay away, and read 
2 Book at home ;- and ſo, what will become of 
all publick Afſemblies ? 

nce more, conſider ; you know- not how 
wich you may loſe, by but once neglefting a pub- 
lick Ordinance. Thomas, by reaſon of ' his Ab- 
ſence, when-Chriit appeared ro the Diſciples, 
that were aſſembled ropether, loſt rhe Adyan- 
rage of receiving Satisfaction cencerning the 
Truth of Chritts Reſurrection, and lay a 
whole V/zck in Unbelief. Fohn 20. from 19, 
tO 29. 

Thar may be ſpoken in thy unneceffary Ab- 
ſence, {o agreeable and. congruous to thy Cone 
dition, . as,. it may be,. thou maieſt nor meet 
with the /zke, for a Tong time after, if ever 
after. The:Devil may be bufie to detain rhee 
from rhe publick; that very Day and Hour, when 
he knows well enough that x providedand pre- 
pared, which is moſt ſuitable ro thee, and apt 
to work upon thee. 

Oz... Bur he thar. preaches, is a Man of weak 
Parts, . maean Gifts, and yery ordinary Abilt- 
Ues...; 


\ Anſw. Bur if he be an approved, . ordained | 


Miniſter ; be conſcionable in his Place, and un 


blameable 'in' his Life ; and if what he delivers, | 
be amd and; profirable ; blame your own | 
Hears, if you,do nor profit by him ; and take | 


more Pains with them 1n hearing : and ſee that 
your Careleſneſfi. or Prejudice caule nat your un- 
HE profitableneſs. 
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profitableneſs. Ir is a remarkable Saying of 
the Reverend and Holy Mr. Arthur Hilderſam : 
© 1 am perſwaded, lates he, there us never a Mt- 
* miſter, that x of the moſt excellent Gifts (if be 
© have a Godly Heart) but he can truly ſay, he 
© never heard any faithful Miniſter in by I ife, 
© that was ſo mean, but he could diſcern ſeme 
© Gift in him, that was wanting in himſelf ; and 
* con'd receive ſome profit Ly hym. You 'know, 
a Torch may be ſomerimes lighted by a Candle, 
and a Knife be wherred and ſharpned by an 
unhewn and unpoliſh'd Srone., And it 1s con- 
fderable (which the ſame judicious Aurhor 
adds there; that * the Fruit and Profit that us to 
* be received from the Miniſtry, depends not only, 
* nor chiefly upon the Gifts of the Man that preach- 
* eth, but upon the Bleſſing, that God # pleaſed ta 
* give unto his own Ordinance : and God does oft 
* £7ve 4 greater Bleſſing to weaker than to ſtronger 
* Means : and theretore deſpiſe nut any found 
Minittry, becauſe of the meannels of 1r. 

Obj. Bur ſome may fay, The Exerciſe is tos 
long, and the Sealon 1s too ot .or cold, ro came 
twice a Day. 

Anſw. Bur let me ask you ; Could not. you 
willingly ſtay, in any Seaſon of the Year, as 
long again ar a Play 2 "Tis the Coldneſi of your 
Hearts, and your trozen Aﬀections, that make 
yeu plead, either rhe Heat, or. Coldneſs of rhe 
Weather, in excuſe of your - Abſence from 
Church-Afemblies : and, 1 pray, ſeriouſly 
confider, whether Hel! at laſt won't prove too 
bet, for wilful, careleſs, cauſelels Sabbath- 


cakers. 
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F ſhall further offer two Things to your con. 
fideration, to move and provoke you toa care. 
ful and diligent Redeeming of the Lords-dax 

Mot. 1, The right Redemprion of the Lords. 
day is an apr and likely means of redeeming 
the whole F/eck following *: 

redeeming it as to Temporals. 
Of Pacer. Ir.as to F mc. 

1. As to Temporals : They that ſerve Gall 
ſincerely on the Lords-day, will uſe all Dil 
gence and good Conſcience, in their Calling 
and Trading on the F/eck day. And their Pains 
taking and honeſt Dealing, is likely ro bring 
Gods Bleſſing on their ontward Eſtates. Be 
ſides, They that faithfully worſhip God on the 
Lords-day, will ſeek to God for a\ Bleſſing on 
the Week:day : and they that ſeek-ir are hkely 
ro find it. 

Once more ; God won't be wanting to 
thoſe, who would not be wanting ro hm; 
God. will blets you fix Dates, for your Blefling 
and Serving him one whole Day in ſeven. 

2. Our Obſeryarion of rhe Lords-day, as it 
is a ſpiritual, wiſe redeeming of thar ſpecial 
Seaſon ; fo it is 4 good Help to the ſpiritual Re 
deeming of all the ſix Dates following. The 
more Lrberty Men allow themſelves upon the 
' Lords-day, the more looſe their Hearts are, and 
negligent of good Daries, and religious Exer- 


ciſes, all the eek after. They thar pray not | 


on the Lords-day, will hardly ſo much as fay a 
Praier all the Week long. They thar hear not 


a Sermon on ths Day, will ſcarcely read 4 


Chapter the whole Week. They that Ar 
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God of his 'due on the Lords-day, will rarely 
deal juftly and honeſtly wirh their Neighbour 
»n the Week-day. Bur if we keep holy the 
Lords-day, then every Feek-day will have a 
Tinqure and Savour of the Lords-day. Our 
being Spiritual on the Lords-day, will pur us 
into a very good Frame of Hearr, wil awa- 
ken Principles of Conſcience, compoſe our 
Minds, fix our Wills, call in and fer in order 
our Aﬀections : Our Sanfification of thu Day 
will ſeaſon and ſanRifie us, fir and diſpoſe us 
for a cloſe and holy walking with God all the 
Week after. If we attend upon God, and 
converſe with him on ths fpecial Day of- his 
own Apporntment ;* we ſhalt find a ſenſible 
ſpiritual Vigarr, a divine Power, and heavenly 
dtrength, ro carry us throngh all rhe Duries 
of the” whole Week following, relating eirher 
to God or Man. ' If we earneftly redeem the 
Lord-day, the Obfervarion of that Day will 
have -a ſtrong and  mighry Influence on our 
Lives on other Daies too : We ſhaft endeavour 
rocarry our telves after ir, ſuitably'to it : to 
tive, and walk, and act continually, as thoſe 
that have newly, or lately enjoyed fo bleſſed 
and happy an Opportunity ; as thoſe rhax have 
heard of God, ker from him, ſpoken to 
him, had to do with him : we ſhall tabour to 
live in purſurnce of the End and Deſign, of rhe 
Work and Bufineſs of the Lords-day. 

Mot. 2. Our Sanfification and good Im- 
provement of the Lords-day, will fit and pre- 


Opare us ro keep and enjoy a bleſſed Reſt and 


eternal Sabbath in Heaven, They that delight 


in 
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in God here, will much more delight: in him 
hercafrer : and thoſe whom God delights in 
. here, he will delight in for evermore, T 
that keep holy the Chriſtian Sabbath here 
ihall be tranſlared- and admitted to- fandtife| 
and celebrate an eyerlaiting Sabbath in Glory 
hereafter. | 


He that loves Gods Abo.le, and to combine | 
With Saints on Earth, ſhall one Day with them 


ſhine. 


Burt. on the other ſide ; your: groſs cqntinued 
Neglect, ,and wilful,. reſolved Profanation df 
the. Lords-day, - will unfit and unqualifie you,.|.1q 
keep a glorious feſtival, and a joyful, happy 
Hely-Day in Heaven. 

God can take no complacency and delight 
in you,. if, you. can take no complacency, i» 


him, no.delightiin his-Sabbarhs, no pleaſuren 
bus, Frgribip and Service. They,, that refule 
ro ſinctifie a Sabbath, and zotalh ro hn on that 
Day from their worldly Labours, and ſecular 
Negotiations ; have realon to fear, ile{t Gad 
ſware.in hs Wrath, that they ſhall never enter 


znto hy. Reſt, They that will not reſt from thelr | 
Works . and Pleatures. on this Day, ;have caule 
ro conclude, . that. in Hell, rhey ſhall have.w | 


Reſt , neither Day. nor Night: They. that wall | 


do their own Works gn the Lords-day, may &x | 
pet to ſuffer for their evil Deeds in the Dy of 
the Lord. They who wilfully ablented rhem- 
felyes.from, Gods Houſe, on Gods Day, , have. no 
ground to hope, that God will receive 'rhem 
ro 
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to Communion with himſelf in his Heavenly 


ingdom. 
we as God can rake no delight in you ; lo, 
if you pollute and profane, break and violate 
the Lords-Day, neglect Religion, conremn 'the 
Worſhip, and defviſe the Service of God ; if 
you changed your place, you would there no 
more delz7ht in God than you do here. Hea- 
ven would be a Burden, Heaven would be an 
Hell ro the unſuitable Spirit of ari irreligious, 
profane, volupruous Perſon. Thou that 'art 
weary of Praters, and Praiſes here, what wouldft 
thou doin Heaven tro ? there'is nothing elſe 
there. You that are ſick of a Sabbath here, 
and long till it be: over, -and: can't endure to 
think of ſpending a whole Bay in Religious Ex- 
erciſes-; 'whar wilt thou do in Heaven ? where 
there'1s'4 perpetual Sabbath 1o- be kept for ever. 
Thou thar hateſt the Communion of Saints here, 
I: wonder *what thou wouldit do in Heaven; 
where, next to the Fruition' and Enjoyment 
of God in Glory, the beit Entertainment will 
be the Company and Society of the holy Angels, 


and of the blefſed and ploritied Sainrs to all 
Eternity. FE 2\ | 


[ have given you ſome Mbtrves ro perſwade 
and engage you'to the 'due Obſervation, and 
right Redemption '6f the Lordi-Day -: Now 
what are you reſolved upon ? Shall your for- 
mer: Profanation of 'this Day be rhe preſent Bur- 
then of your Spirits, and ſadneſs of your Souls? 
\WYl you live as thoſe that are convinced, thar 


"Religion depends upon the SanRification of 'this 


Day, and your. Salvation upon Religion 2 Will 
you 
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you forbear any more to break into Gods In 
cloſure, ro encroach upon Gods Propriety, Sa 
crilegiouſly to engrols Gods: Day to your felve, | 
or to make bold with any Parr'of it for | 
Worldly Employmenrs, or vain Pleaſures, 
fuch Recreations as are apt to prove Lets an 
Hindrances of your Duties and Devorions ? and 
be careful to give God that Portion of Time 
which is his due 2 Will you for rhe'furure {6 
quelter your {elves from worldly Cares, Aﬀe 
Etions, Afﬀairs, on this Day 2 and - henceforth 
dedicate the Lords-day ro the Honour of God 
and Chriſt ? Will you, not only ceaſe 10 cer 
fare thoſe ſerious Chriſtians who dare nor loſe 
this choice 'Time, -and precious Opporrunury, 
as profanely and deſperately as formerly you 
-have done ?. Bur wili YOu {o.confider che Horth 
of, this Time, and fo far weigh-the- great Cot 
{equences, and weighty /Concernments of -thie 
.well or jl1 ſpending of it, as to count it honeut- 
able, and keep it holy ; without intermixing of 
ſecular Martrers, or indulging profane 'Thought, 
and introducing inconvenient, improper Dif- 
courles, in any part of it > Will you labour wo 
walk accurately, exactly, preciſcly, on this 
Daz ?.. and-not be. afraid! of -being.; roo- ſtrict, | 
,of being to holy Gn this holy Day ? - "Þ18:an ex- 
cellenr- Saying of: Tully, Nemo. pins oft qui prt- | 
tatem cavet : The, plain Enghth of which is | 
_this ; No man # truly .godly,, who w afraid of 
being too godly. Will you therefore, for the 
. Future, ceale,to diſpute your ſelf out of your 
Dury, and. forbear queitioning . your obligati- 
on to:the obleryation of the Lords-day 2 And 


in(tead 
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inſtead of ſaying, How do you prove that I 


muſt keep ir? Much rather ſay, How can you 
rove that I may not keep ir 2 Will you la- 
9 to be fo poſſeſſed and filled with real 
hearry love to God, and holineſs, and ſo well 
affected ro Communion with God and his 
People, and fo ſenſible of rhe ſweerneſs, be- 
nefit and adyantage of Celebrating and oSan- 
Qifying the Lerds-day, that yon may no: be 
contented and fartisfied ro live wirhout it, to 
be careleſs and negligent of ir, or formal and 
cuſtomary init; and that, if you were not 
obliged by a command, and had bur a bare 
leave from God to do it, you would with 
thankfulneſs, joy and delight, apply your ſelf 
to it ; and to your belt ability, Religiouſly 
and Spiritually employ your ſelf in it > Will 
you ſo obſerve the Lords-day, as you were rea- 
dy to promiſe you would, when you lay Ialt 
upon. a Sick-Bed ? . And as careleſs Sinners 
commonly wiſh they had, when they come ro 
le upon a Death-Bed> Will you make every 
Sabbath here on Earth, reſemble in ſome De- 
gree that eternal Reſt, which you. hope to hal- 
low more perfectly,in Heaven ? 

Seriouſly conſider, how many Lords-daies you 
have loft already, and what reafqn you have to 
oblerve and improve thoſe that remain. Do 
you know, how few fuch Daies you ſhall ever 
enjoy more ? Ir may be thx Lords-day may be 
the /aſt. Before the next Sabbarh comes, thou 


malett be called to a reckoning for neglecting 


and mis-ſpending all that are pat. u att 
aot fure, that ever thou ſhalt pray in publick 
more : 
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more : thar ever the Liberty ſhall again be af. 
forded thee, of hearing another Sermon preach- 
ed to thee : Thou maieit never enjoy fuch a 
blefſed Opporruniy to take pains with thy Fa- 
mily, and to fave their Souls from Death, be- 
fore thou dieſt. If God ſhall pleaſe ro pur 
fach Prices into thy Hands, God give thee an 
Heart to make uſe of them. 

Carefully redeem the Lords-day, and every 
Day after fhew in thy Life that thou haſt re. 
deem'd it. Make it appear by the Frame of 
thy Attions, and Courle of thy Life all the 
Week long, thar thou haſt been under ſpirt- 
rual, powerful, quickening Ordinances the laſt 
Lords day. You thar enjoyed Communion with 
God on the Lords day, have no parley with Sa- 
ran, no familiarity with Sin, »o fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful works of Darkneſs on any of the 
Week-daies following. Be ture you every 
Day avoid thoſe Sins, which you ſolemnly con- 
fets'd © the 'lalt Lords-day, and live over the 
Praters you made that Day : and hve up to 
the Sermons you heard that Day ; and obey 
from the Hearr that Firm of Doftrine, which 
that Day was dehvered ro you. Pertorm eve- 
ry Day thoſe Reſolutions” and Promiles, which 
you 'made to God on the Lords-day ; and keep 
the Cgvenant you renewed at rhe Sacrament on 
that Day ; and maintain the Marmth that was 
wrought on your Souls by the Word and Sprt- 
rit on that Day. Uſe every Day the Grace 
you as&'d, obtaind and receiv'd on the Lords- 


day ; and act in the Strength and Power of 


Chriitt, which was communicated and given 
in 
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in ro you, in your Attendance upon him 1: his 
own Ordinances, on his own Dar. 

This is the ſecond particular Seaſon, and fpe- 
cial Opportunity, thar 1s to be carefully re- 
deem'd bv every Chriftian ; the Morning of the 
Week, the Lords-day. 

And I have purpoſely treated fo largely con- 
cerning the Redemprion of rhe Lords-aay, be- 
cauſe it is ſo deſpiſed in the Judgment, and dif- 
regarded in the Practice of the confident Meu 
of thi diflolute and degenerare Ape. 


The third Particular Opportunity to be 'redeem'd. 


As the Morning of every Week , the firſt Day 
of the Week, ſo the Morning of every Day, 1s 
a ſpecial Seaſon, that ought ro be redeem'd 
and improved by a Chrittian, ro ſpiritual Ad- 
vantage. The Mormeng is an Opportunity of 
giving God the very frr/t; and beſt of the Day ; 
and the chiet of our Lite, Spirirs and Strengrh. 
In the Morning our Spirits are recreated and 
repaird, and our Bodies ftrengthned and re- 
freſh'd with the Reſt and Sleep of the Night 
paſt : and our Minds are vacant, and nor di- 
tturbd wirh thoſe Images and Repreſenrarions 
of Things, which the variety of worldly Em- 
ployments in the Day utually fill and poſſeſs us 
with. In the Merning our Minds are moſt free, 
and our Aﬀections moſt lively, (as thoſe it 
Waters are fulleſt of Spirits, which are fofb 
drawn) 'and' four Hearts nor fo entangled and 
encumbred with the "Things of the World. 
In the Morning we are cleareſt and fitteſt for 


- Aug 


7 4. Redemption of Time 


any thing ; and therefore, ro be fure, fitteſt 
for God, and the Worſhip of God ; freeft and 
freſheſt for holy Duties, ſpiritual Services, and 
religious..Exerciles. The Morning is as much 
a Friend ro the Graces, as t9 the Muſes; ' As the 
Morning 1s a ſpecial Time for Study, fo for Dy- 
ty : As 1t is the belt ſtudying Time, fo it is the 
belt praying Time. 

The People of God have ever accounted the 
Morning the fitteſt Seaſon for Devotzon : And 
therefore we find, that holy, Fob roſe up early 
in the Morning, and offer d wine dry 
Thus did Fob continually : - Fob 1. 5. Not only 
in the Morning, but early in the Morning ; in 
the; yery Beginning, or firit of the Morning, 
We read how God commanded, that the - firſt 
of the fiſt Eruits of the Land ſhould be brought 
into the Houſc of the Lord : Exod. 23. 19. 
So here, . Fob gave God, . not only the firſt 
Fruits of the Day, bur the earliett Time 1n 
the Morning, which is the firſt of the firſt Fruits 
oi the Day ; the Morning of the Morning (as 
I may fo (peak). So-David chooſeth, the Morn- 
ing-ſeaſon : My Voice ſoalt thou hear in the 
Morning, O Lord 7; in the Morning. will I dire 
any Prazer . unta:thee. Plal. 5.3. It 4 good 
Thing. .to . ſhew. forth thy loving-kindneſs in the 
Mo:mog.. Plal: 92. 2. I prevented.the dawning 
of the Marning, and cried. Plal. 119. 147. 
And.again : When I wake, I am ſtill with thee, | 
fares he. ;, P/al. 139.,18.,. He gave God the : 
rt of. his fixed and fſertled Thoughts. Ir is | 
recorded.of. our bleſſed Saviour; - that he'roſe | 
up in the\ Morning, a preat while before) Day, to 
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go into a ſolitary place to pray. Mark 1. 35. 
And 'ris faid of the Apoſtles, that they entred 
into the Temple early in the Morning. Afts 5. 21. 
So we ſhould enter into our Cloſers- early in 
the Morning: ;' and make ir our firſt buſineſs 
and employment ro conyerſe with God, and 
commune with our own Hearts, to betake our 
ſelves tro Praier, and ro Reading of the Scrip- 
rure, and to give our ſelves to Meditation. 
And furely ' (as a great Divine faies excel- 
lently) If Men would give ſome divine Precepts 
or , Sentences full poſſeſſion of their Morning 
Thoughts, theſe would ſerve as ſo many Armed 
Men, to keep out the Suggeſtions of the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, from entring into their 
Hearts. The filling our Minds, Mm. poſlefiing 
our Hearts with ſerious holy Thoughts in the 
firſt place, . as ſoon as ever” we wake in the 
Morning, 1s an excellent Means ro preyenr 
thoſe frothy vain Thoughts, which are apt ro 
ariſe in empry Hearts * As, you'know, the 
taking a good Draught in the Morning, is the 
way to keep out the Wind, which would of- 
tend and trouble an empty Stomach. Men 
we firſt open our Eyes in a Morninig (as a wor- 
thy Doctor does well illuſtrate this matter) 
many Vanities and Buſineſſes ſtand like earnett 
Suiters, or as diligent Clients at Lawyers Doors, 
waiting to ſpeak. with our Thoughts, and Tteady 
to preſs and croud in upon us : bur ler us ſpeak 
with God firſt, and he will ſay ſomething tg our 
Hearts, will fix and ſettle them for all Day: 
The Morning is a ſpecial Opportunity to be 
carefully redeemed ; and' rhe rather to be re- 
E 2 deemed, 
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deemed, becauſe by redeeming the Morning, we 
are likely to redeem the whole Day following. It 
a Watch or Clock, be wound up well in the 
Morning, twill go right, and keep true all rhe 
Day after : So the winding up of our Hearts 
by devout Meditation in the Morning, will 
be a means of our regular Proceeding to the 
cloſe and end of the Day following, If we 
awake with God in the Morning, we are like- 
ly to walk with God all rhe Day long. . Our 
doing God ſervice in the Morning, will ſtand 
us in ſtead all the Day after : will engage and 
oblige us, diſpoſe and encline vs. ro keep a De- 
corunn all the Day, and ro do nothing unworthy 


of our Mornings Work. 


bu 


£ . 


The ſerious Conſideration of the Goodneſs 
and loving Kindneſs, of God towards us, his 
Watchfulneſs over us, Protection, Preſervati- 


on, Refreſhment .of us the vey Night paſt ; 
u 


will make us ſtudy ro render ſuitably ro ſuch 
a Mercy ; and to live to him all the Day, who 
gives us, as it were, a new Life every Morn- 
ing. Our labouring to ger our Minds and 
Hearts, early and throughly -. pofleſt in the 
Morning, with quick and hvely Apprehenſi- 
ons, and powerful, deep Impreſſions of the 
glorious, divine Attributes and Perfections, of 
Gods” Greatneſs, Holineſs, Juſtice, Omniſci- 
ence, Omnipreſence, will keep us cloſe to God 
and our Duty all the Day. Our being with 
God in rhe firit place, as ſoori,as we are up 


every Morning ; this will ſeafoh our Hearts, 


S, and be a means to regulate our Actions 
28 2 ; 


SEEK our Aﬀections, awe our Conſcien- 
CC 
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and ro ſandtifie our Employments, Carriages 
and Converſes the whole Day following. 

Whereas if we neglect God in the Morning, 
God may juftly leave us to our ſelves all rhe 
Day after. It we venrure to go into the 17rd, 
before we have firſt -gohe ro God ; we ralkly 
ruſh into Danger, becauſe we rake nor God 
along with us ; whoſe Preſence, Guidance, 
Grace and Strength, is our only Safety and 
great Security againſt the Malignity and Evil 
of the World. If we don't in the Morning, 
and Beginning of the Day, implore the di- 
yine- Preſence and Afiftance, and beg Gods 
Providence over us, Direction of us, and 
Blefling upon us : If we ſeek nor God, before 
we ſeek the FHorld, before we ſfeck our ſelves, 
we are likely ro do nothing but mifcarry in 
every Thing all the Day : We are apr ro be 
caught'in every Snare, to be overborn by eve- 
ry Corruption, and overcoine by every Temp- 
tation: and therefore be ſure to redeem the 
Morning-Se aſon. 


The fourth Particular Opportunity to be redeemed, 


4. The Scciety and Company of the moſt Reli- 
gious and Godly, 1s another Special * Opportuni- 
ty, to be prelently laid faſt hold on, and fairh- 
tully made good uſe of. 

You have here an occaſion of doing good 
by your ſerious and ſavoury Speeches. Hy- 
neſt Hearts will preſently clote with rhem, re. 
ceive and embrace them, entertain and accept 
them, and nor ſlight and reject rhem, ſeoff and 
mock ar them. E 3 Fur- 
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' Further ; You have here an occalion of ye- 
ceiving good, from orhers ſuitable and ſeaſons 
able Diicourſes : you may be edified by their 
Gitts, profired by their Graces, quickned by 
their Aﬀections, . encouraged by their, Exam- 
ples, recovered by the; \ TG directed by 
their Counſels, lifted” y their, Praiers, in- 
ftructed, ſtrengrhned, and comforred by their 
Experiences. When you come in company 
with able, godly Miniſters, or knowing, ex- 
prrncd Chriſtians, you may put Caſes, and 
ve_them reſolved :, propound Doubts, and 
have them fatisfied : You may light yoar Cans 
die by theirs : You may kindle your Coal at 
their Fire, and ſtay and warm your felf- well 
before you go away. Godly Company is an 
CErmngy ro be prized, and improved. 
never you enjoy good Company, make 
the beſt of it. Ler nor carnal Baſhfulnefs, nor 
a vain and Worldly Heart (which is-apt / to 
ſeek idle and unprofitable Diſcourſe) hinder 
and deprive you of the Profit and Benefit , 
which may be reaped by godly Society. 


The laſt Particular Opportunities to be redeemed. 


.5. And laftly 5 The particular Seaſons of 
practiſing and performing. particular Dutzes ; 
of getting and encreaſfing, aCting- and exerct- 
fing particular Graces ; theſe have a ſpecial, 
commodzous Fitneſs, tor the doing, or receiving 
ſome particular Good, and oughr accordingly 
to be embraced and improved - us: 

When we know a Perion (a good Man 
eſpecially ) 
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eſpecially) to be in real Neceſſi:y, and great 
Extremity, then is an Opportunity of exer- 
cifing Charity, in giving hberally according to 
our Ability. When another has wronged and 
injured us, then we have gotten” a geod Occa- 
fion of exerciſing Chariry, and ſhewing Mer- 
cy, in free and full Forg:veneſ, When a Bro- 
ther is fallen inro Sin at any Time, then it 15 a 
Seaſon to reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of 
Meekneſi, Gal. 6. 1, When any Perſon is flex- 
ible and tractable, yielding and pliable, being 
melred and mollifted by- an afftitive Provr 
dence, or moved and enclined to hearken ro 
us, by Dependance on us, © Expectation from 
ts, or- any Relation and Obligation ro us.,; 
we have a fair Opportunity to deal wirh fuch 
anone, at {uch a Time, for the furthering of 
his fpirirual and erernal good. 

When any are'caft nporr'Sick-beds, and are 
ſomewhat awakened and foftrned by Gods Hand, 
then rhey'are prepared' for your! Hand /; | you 
may the more eatily work upon: them. When 
any have newly received a* Benefir from us. 
or hope ro be ſhortly beholden' ro us,” and fo 
are ready to think well of us, and ro rake all 
well from'us ; then we may reprove; admo-+ 
niſh, exhort them, with a comfortable Hope 
of happy Succeſs, and good, Effect.” © | 

The Conſcience of a_Man is a. nice and 
ſullen Thing ; and if ir be not taken ar fir 
Times, there is no meddling with ir. 

And fo likewiſe in reſpect of our ſelves '; 
when we have received any* freſh Mercy from 


God, or are actually enjoying rhe Bleflings 
E- 4 of 
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of God, and tafting how good-and gracious 


the Lord is, then is an Occafion of fitrring up 
pur {clves.to Praiſe and Thankſgiving. When 
we lie under an heavy AﬀMiction, then 1t is a 
Seaſon+ of acting and exercifing Faith, Re- 
pentance, 'Patience * A convenient Seaſon for 
Seli-Examination, ſound Humiliation, earnef 
Supplication , and thorough Reformation. 
When we find a fecrer Chearfulneſs of Spirir, 
then 1t i5 a Seaſon ro ſpiritualize our Joy and 
Gladnetis, ro think upon Gods Mercies, to re- 
count his Benefirs, ro fer forth the Praiſes of 
our Creator, Preſerver, and Redeemer. I 
any merry? let him ſing, Pſalms. Fames 5. 13. 
When we find any Sadnels growing upon our 
Spirits, then it is a Seaſon to ſpiritualize our 
Sorrow and Sadneſs : ro mourn and grieve 
for our Sins eſpecially : to. weep in ſecret for 
them, tro cooks and "Savartis them, and 

pray againſt them. 
... Once more; When art any Time the holy 
Spirit of God, joining with the good Y/ord of 
Cod, or concurrins With the Providences and 
remarkable Works of God , does ttrongly 
work upon our Minds, and ſweetly and power: 
fully move and ſtir our Hearts and Afﬀections : 
When the Spirit in{tills any good Motions 1n- 
£o our Souls, and kindles any good Deſires in 
our Hearrs, and kindly draws us on to holy 
| Purpoſes and good Reſolutions ; "This 1s a fpe- 
cial Opportunity indeed : This 1s. Tempory Ar- 
eiculus, the very Nick of Time, - which muſt 
be raken on a ſuddain, or its preſently lott to 
our great Niſadyanzage. , Do nax fail to _ 
while. 
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while the Iron is hot. Step into the Pool, 
whenever the Angel ftirs the Water. Lanch 
out immediately, whiles Wind and Tide ferve. 
When you feel any gentle Gale, ſpread open 
your Sail : This Wind blows when and where 
ic lifterh : You know nor how ſoon this Wind 
may rurn. Whenever the Spirit knocks, open 
the Door : You know not how ſcon he may 
have 'done, how quickly he may be gone. 
Delicata res eſt Spiritus Sanftus, faith Tertul- 
lian ; The Spirit of God is a nice and deli- 
care Thing : Iris ſoon offended, and quickly 
grieved. And therefore ſubject your ſelves ro 
the Working of the Spirit ; and work with 
the Spirit, while the Spirit 1s at work : Glad- 
ly receive every Impreffion of this immediate, 
gracious, free Operator : Welcome every ſug- 
geſtion, of this blefſed Monitor : Ler every 
Inſpiration find thee, as the Seal does the War, 
or the Spark the Tinder. Kindly entertam 
alt irs Vitits, and readily obey all irs Motions : 
Follow them home ; don't check and quench 
them, ſtifle and ſmorther them : Never ſuffer 
them to die and decay, ro Ianguiſh, and pe- 
riſh, and come to nothing. Do the Particulur 
Duties, the Spirit calls you ro : Get, and 
grow in the ſpecial Graces, which the Spirit 1s 
ready to beget and encreaſe in you. Runfree- 
ly and willingly, fo ſoon as ever you feel and 
_ that the Spirit: draws you, 1f you 
ont ſtir when the Spirit moves, and act when 

ir works ; you may drive and chaſe away the 
Spirit, and fo lie dull and: dead, gracelefs' an} 
helpleſs, and hopeleſs for ever. | 
E 5 And 
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And thus I have open'd and explain'd the 
Duty ;;and ſhewn you particularly, both what 
it is to redeem the Time, and what. the Time 
is that is to be redeemed, 

The Sum of all is briefly this ; that. our 
whole Life-time, and every particular occaſion 
afforded us in it, muſt (whatever ir coſt us) 
by all means be laid hold on, and improved 
by us, for the glory of. God, and our own and 
others ſpiritual Adyantage. .- 


CHAP. II. 


The Grounds and Reaſons why we ought to. redeem 
the Time. The Special Reaſon. laid down in 
the Text ; becanſt the Daies are evil. What 
zo be underſtood by evil Daies Dates, are: 
faid to be evil, not inherently, but adherent- 
ly, or concomitantly. ; by reaſon: of any ſinful, 
or penal Evil that befalleth in them. The Evil 
of the Day, s either General, or | Special : 
General ; the Shortneſi. and; Trouble, , which 
does accompany the Time of thu Life. The 
Particular Evil of the Day i, when any ſpe- 
eral Evil takes place in ſuch a Time. The par- 

_ Ficular Evil of the Apoſtles Times three-fold. 
Ir ſtood (1.) in dangerous Errours and falſe 
Dottrines. (2.) In the vicious and wicked 
Lives of ſcandalous Profeſſors of | the Goſpel. 

. (3,) In ſharp and hot Perſecutions. How fat: 
#beſe ſeveral Evils are to be found in theſe 
eur Dazes. Our redeeming of the Time, - 

ENdaca* 


— .__— 4 9 


4:g00d Ditty in evil” Daies. 83 
endeavouring to grow better our elves, * 55 


the ready way; and only means to make the 
Evil Daies better. 


&#. at — 


The Special Reaſon laid down in the Text. 


| Come now to the Grounds and (Reaſons of 
this Dury. - There is a' ſpecial Reaſon laid 
down in the Text. 'T thall firſt fully ſpeak to. 
thar, and then I ſhall' add fone others to ir. 
The Apoltle here prefſerh Chriitians ro redeem 
the Time, with'this Reaſon or Argument, be- 
cauſe the- Dates are evil. | 

Now whar is here to be underſtood by [evil 
Daies] ? \ Dates are ſaid'ro be good or +011 (laies 
Mr. Bayne) according to that which befalleth i» 
them : As a good Time, when matter of Com 
modiry or Merriment is in hand ; and an evil 
Time, when the contrary. The Hebrews call 
thoſe Daies evil, which are full of Troublcs 
and Difficulries (faith Beza). Dates are nor 
morally evil : "They are faid ro be evil, nor in- 
herently, but adherently, or concomitantly, by 
reaſon of any moral and ſinful, or penal and 
troubleſome Evil, thar prevails and rakes place 
within the compaſs of rhem. —_ 

Now the »gxia nutezs, or Evil of the Day. 
(as Chriſt calls ir, Maz#h. 6. 34.) is either Ge- 
neral, or Speczal. 


— 


The General Evil of Daies or Times, 
I. The General Evil, is the Shortneſs, T rou- 
ble and Miſery which does accompany the: 
Tine 
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Time of this Life. Of, this Facob fpeaks : Few 
and evil have the Days of the Tears of my- Life 
been. In this ſence (faies St. Auſtin) the Daies 
were ever evil fince Adams Fall, becauſe Mankind 
has been fubjet to Miſery ,cver ſince. Let us 
ak the Children newly born, ſaies he, why they 
begin with weeping, that are capable of laughing. 
The Child: s: horn,” and cries immediately. : He 
laughs nof till. 1 know. not how many Daies after. 
By crying as ſoon as it came into the World, it 
became the Propixt of its own Calamity. Its Tears 
are the Witneſſes of its Miſery. Before it # able 
to, beak, a Ward, it foretells the manifold Labours 
and Sorrows it is born to go throuph in ths Warla. 
We. may, likewiſe reckon into rhe general 
Exh of .Tynes and Daics, that common Wicked- 
eſi,which is ro be found in the World in all 
Ages of, the. World, No Time or Ape, but 
may be denominated evil, from the evil Men 
and evi! Marners thereof. 

2. The particular Evil of the Day, is, when 
any ſpecial Evil takes place in fuch a Time : 
And thus, we muſt underſtand rhe evil Daies 
in the Text, of ſome Particular Evil that 
reigned in them ; becauſe ir is ſpoken with an 
Eminency of thoſe Times. 

Now the Evil of theſe T:rmes was threefold ; 
There was rhe Evil of Errour : the Evil of 
Leeſneſs of Life and Manners : And laſtly, the 
Evil of Perſecuticn. 


The firſt Particular Evil of the ApoRtles Daies, 
and ors. 

3. -Lhe Evil of thoſe Times food in the 

Errours 
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Errours and falſe Doctrines, which were venr- 
ed and broached in rhe Church, and began ro 
ſpread like a Gangrene. That which made thoſe 
Daies Evil, was, the great Danger from Se- 
ducers, by reaſon of their fight and cunning 
Craftineſs, whereby they lay in wait to deceive : 
Eph. 4. 14. Lay in wait, as a Thief to rob ; 
or. as a Fowler, to take filly Birds: and made 
Merchandiſe of People with feigned Words : 
2 Pet. 2. 3. And by good Words and fair 
Speeches, by plautible Prerences ahd Diſcourſes, 
teeined the Hearts of the Simple, Rom. 16. 18. 
of eafie and {educible Perions. That which 
made thoſe Daies evil was, thoſe damnable 
Hereſies, tlily brought in by falſe Teachers : 
2 Pet. 2. 3. and the Errour of the Wicked (as 
it is called by St. Peter, 2 Pet. 3. 17.) Such Er- 
rour in Judgment, as diſpoſed Men ro Wick- 
edneſs in rheir Converſations. 

Now this Evil of Errour, is to be found in 
ours, as well as in the Apoſtles Daies. The 
Times we live in, are Times of Seduction, 
erroneous. 'Times, What a ſtrong Head has 
Arheiſm gotten in rhis our Land, in theſe our 
Daies ! Gad governs the World now by H4ſ- 
dom, Wiuch might fuFciently convince Men of 
his Deity : Bur becauſe there are now no more 
viſible (en{ible Appearances of his Power.in rhe 
World, in the immediate exemplary Puniſh- 
ment of Sianers, therefore they fear and ac- 
knowledge him no more. And how doth 
Atheiſm in Life and Aﬀe&tion lead rov roo ma- 
ny to a radicated Atheiſm in Fudgment and 
Qpicn 2 How many of the Gentry of this 
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Nation are miſerably rainted and pozſoned with 
it ? So thar our Nation comes far ſhort of the 
Stare and Condition of the Heathen Rome; 
which Cicero thus deſcribes ; In Piety, and Re- 
ligion, and in this one piece of Wiſdom, that we 


have known and acknowledged that all Things are | 


ruled and governed by the Power of the immortal 
Gods, we have excelled all Nations and People in 
the World, How far are we this Day from 
deſerving ſuch a CharaFer as this ? 

When Arheiſm, Socinianiſm, Antinomianiſm, 
Quakeriſm, Popery, have broke in like a 


Floud : when Errours and Herefies have made_ | 


fuch an Inrode upon us, and fpread fo far and 
wide among us : When ſo. many fo boldly 
deny the Providence and very Being of Got, 
the Immortality of the rational Soul, and a 
Life and Stare of Retribution ' in another 
World ; the Divine Authoriry, Perfection, 
and Perſpicuitry of the facred Scriptures, the 


erernal Duration of Hell-rormentrs, the Divi- 


nity and Satisfaction of our Saviour Chriſt, 
the Divine Inſtirution of the Lords-Day ; de- 
ny the Necefliry of the Moral Law, diſown. 
Original Sin, and any fuch Thing as Special, 
Effectual, Difcriminating Grace, infallibly ſe- 
curing the Event as to the Elect : Aſſert Per- 
fection, conrend for Papal Infallibiliry, plead 
for Idolatry, and groſs Superſtition ; and de- 
fign, and endeavour, and hope to make Po- 
pery become the Religion of the Nation ; 
ir concern®you furely carefully now to redeem 
the Time. 

The Evilof Error mightily preyails in theſe 
QUr 


4 good Duty in evil daies. 37 
our Daies. Seducers and Impoſtors are ſub- 
til and induſtrious ; and Errour is' of a catch- 
ing, {preading Nature : Therefore (as Sr. 
Paul £4 "ay the —— 1 Cor. 1 - S ) : 
ear, leſt by any means, as the Serpent begule 
Fo Rs his Subtilty, ſo your Minds Thould 
be corrupted from the Simplicity that w in Chriſt. 
Take heed thar the Leproſie get nor into your 
Head: (In that caſe, you know, the Prieſt was 
ro prohqunce a Man wuterly unclean, Lev. 13. 
34.) That Errour take not Poſſeflion of your- 
Mind, for that is the Eye, the leading Facul- 
ty : and if it flip into the Mind, and Fuds- 
ment, 1t, will ftealand creep into the Conſcr- 
ence, and thar is fo active a Faculty, thar it 
will engage all. O do your utmoſt and beſt 
endeayour to keep your ſelves clear and free 
fron the foul and infectious Errours of the 
Tunes 'you live in. Beware, left ye being led 
away with. the Errour of the Wicked, fall from 
your own- ſtedfaſtneſs. 2 Pet. 3. 17. 

1. Be nor too credulous. Believe not every 
Sprit : 1 Fobn 4. 1. Not every one that pre- 
rends ro a Spirit of' Trurh, acting and breath- 
ing in him. Now the Air abroad is fo peſt 
lentially zinfeted, rake heed what Air you fuck 
m, Be very wary what Money you take, ſince 
the Markers are fo full of adulterate Coin. 

2. Be careful to avoid the Meetings, and to 
ſhun the Society of Seducers. From Men of cor- 
rupt minds, and . deſtitute of the Truth, from 
luch withdraw thy ſelf : 1 Tim. 6. 5. Don't 
venture to keep them Company, and to rake 
their Breath, who have the Plague of wicked 
= : Errour 
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Errour upon » them, and whoſe Converſe is 
Death, and the erernal Ruin- of your Souls. 
Forbear to hear their Diſcourſes, or ro read 
their Writings. You are bidden indeed to 
try the Spirits : 1 Fohn 4. 1. that is, totry all 
you hear ; bur you muſt not be bold to hear | 
all, when you can ſhift it. The Wiſe Man 
forbids that ; Prov. 19. 27. Ceaſe; my Son, to 
hear the Inſtruction that canſeth to err from the 
Words of Knowledge. Remember the fad event 
of Eves Raſhneſs, in venturing to liſten to the 
Diſcourſe of the Serpent. 

3. And that you may be the betrer ſecured 
from Errour, labour to get a good Under- 
{tanding of your Catechiſm ; to be well ground- 
ed ir» the Principles and Eſſentials, and ſetled 
in the radical fundamental and practical rruths 
of Religion, and threughly acquainred with 
the Neceſlaries to Salvation. Do not ftick to 
ſay with Luther, I confeſi, I am ſtill a Learner 
and Studier of my Catechiſm. Learn it your 
ſelves, and reach ir your Children and Ser- 
vants, wnderſtanding!y. 

The wanr of Peoples being well inſtructed, 
and throughly grounded in the Principles of 
Religion, is a great Reaſon of the many Er- 
rours that have been {ſo rife in rhele /ate Times. 
Men have nor lyen falt in the Building, upon 
the Foundation ; and therefore it is, that rhey 
have fo eaſily been rumbled up and down like 
looſe Stones. Converſe-with your Catechiſm. 

4. And confirm your Bclief of the Divini- 
ty of the Scripture, by getting rational Evi-: 
dence, and an znward Sence and Experience of 

It, 
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it. And ſearch, and fiudy the Scriptures ,; 
and compare the Doctrines taught by Men 
with the Word of God, and try and examine 
them by that Rule. 

5. Again ; Beg the Spirit of Truth, to lead 
and guide you into all neceflary Truth. As 
it is not a {trong Conſtitution that will ſecure 

ou from the Plague, fo it 1s nor your belt 
Parts that will preſerve you from the Infection 
of Errour, if the Spirir of God do nor keep 
and protect you ; if the Spirir of Chrift, the 
Spirit-of Truth withdraw from you. 
6. Add to all, your earneſt Endeavour to 
et your Hearts renewed, Rom. 12. 2. and 
ſeaſoned, and ſtabliſh'd with Grace : Heb. 13. 9. 
which will prove an excellent Preſervarive, a 
loveraign Antidote and Defenfative againſt rhe 
Contagion and Infection of Errour. 2 Pet. 3. 
17, 18. Any Errour will eaſily flip into an 
Ignorant, wncatechized Head ; and an unmorrtt- 
hed, unſanCtified, wngracious Heart. "The filly 
Women, that were led captive, were {uch as 
were laden with Sins, led away with divers lufts. 
2 Tim. 3. 6. So they were ungodly men, who 
turned the Grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs, 
and denied the enly Lord God, and our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. Fude ver. 4. They that walk in looſe 
Garments, ſoon take Wind : Logfe Lives will 
my in and breed looſe Principles. It you 
ont rake in {ufficitent Ba/laſt of Grace to lettle 
you, you will be toffed to and fro, and carried 
abeut with every Wind of ſtrange Doerine. It 
you want a good Biaſs of Sincerity for God, 
carnal Interetts and Ends will eatity nuſlead 
you. 


- 
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you. If you be devoid and deſtirute of Grace, 
you will be proud and conceited, raſh and 
unwary, you will neyer diſtruſt your ſelves, 
you will never weigh and confider Things 
well before you take them up. Want of Grace 


will alſo breed an Ich of vain' Curioſity in | 


your Minds, and canſe you to linger and 
hanker after Novelties, Furrher ; your de- 
praved Wills will have a malign Influence on 
your Underſtandings ; and your carnal Aﬀe- 
@tions will roo ofren bribe and perverr yonr 
Judgments: So that wharever your Wills and 
Aﬀections are veheniently ſer npon, muſt be 
allowed by the Authority" of your Judginents, 
and ſecretly, if not" openly maintained: and 
ne for. Thoſe yarious Opinions abour the 

ief Good, might ariſe and proceed from 
their Over-affetion to ſome created and infe- 
riour Your foul Stomach will infeX 
your Brain : Your unſound Heart wift-cauft 


a corrupt Head. And an ill Life will engage | 


you to entertain and take up ſuch corrupt 
Principles, as may favour and foſter your Vi 
ciouſneſs, give allowance-and countenance to 

our Wickedneſs. Your Sin will become rhe 

oor of Errour. If you be loth tro be ruled 
by the Laws of Chrift, you have a Tempta- 
tion from your own Lufts ro turn to Antino- 
mianiſm. As Luther ſaid, that 'every Man had 
a Pope in bs Belly : So, every wicked Man 
has an Heretickh im hx Breaſt. And ler me 
moreover tell you, that withour Grace you 
will never taſte and favour, rellith, love and 
like the Truth ; or have any fenfible, ſweer, 
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experimental Knowledge of it, which may en- 
gage and keep you cloſe to it. "The Iruths of 
God are fo ſfurrable to a gracious Heart, thar 
it quickly cloſerh with them : Bur the Errours 
of the Wicked are flatly againft ſuch and fuch 


' praftical Impreſſions apon the Soul of ' a Chri- 


tian,” A gracious Perſon has a good Com- 
plexion and Conſtitution of Soul, which di/” 
guſts and difreliſherh whatſoever 1s contrary to 
it. And therefore many. an Errour lies * but 
unevenly and untowardly in a good Mans Mind, 
when,preſented ro his Thoughts 3 And when 
an - hearted Chriitian hears ſome Sermon 
or Diſcourſe thar is erroneous ; though he be 
not: able handtomely to derect, and logically 
to-lay open the Narnre, ' and Danger of the 
Errour ; yer ir goes againſt him -;3 he cannor 
down with it; he finds a ſtrong Antipathy a- 
gain{t ir,” he has. (nor by Inſpiration, _ by 
real-Dmpreſſion on his Soul) a Witneſi within 
bimelf againft ir ; an.inward Senſe, that dif- 
_ it ;' a'new Nature, ' that nauſears, re- 

, and riſes againſt ir: Juſt as'the Sea; by 
the Strength of irs Nature, caſts up; works 
out, and purgeth ir ſelf of thoſe Straws and 
dicks, that Filth and Dirr, that Frippery and 
Traih,” which flowed into it with he River- 
water. And therefore get aiPrinciple of Grace 
into thy Heart, as ever thou  wouldft keep 
Errour out of thy Head. And be ſure to hold 
a good Conſcience, that you may be able to hold 
the Doctrine of Faith. 1 Tim. 1. 19. Hold 


he Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience * 


I 1. 3. 9. Like Heavenly na, ler it be 
kept ina por of pure Gold. By 
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By all means labour to be ſound in the Faith; | 


Tit. 2. 2. and hold faſt the Form of ſound 
Words : 2, Tim. 1. 13. Reſolve, by the Help 
of God, to hold it faſt againit all Temptations 
ro lerirgo : Hold it fait in Faith and Lowe: 
Ler the Grace of Love even glue you to the 
Truth, and conſtrain you to a firm Adheſion 
tO it. Receive the Love of the Truth, that you 
may abide in the Truth, and may nor be giy- 
en over to ſtrong Delufions, to belicve a Lie. 
2 Theſ. 2. 10, 11. 

Contend earneſtly for the Faith, which was once 


delivered unto the Saints, . Fude 3.  Vigorouſly | 


oppole fundamental Errours, fuch as dire8h, 
or reduttively, expreſly, or by neceſſary Con 
uence, deſtroy the Arricles of our Faith: 
Grntacl for. Fundamental Truths : for thee 
eſpecially, and moit earneſtly ; bur nor for 
theſe only. Contend for all Trarh ; (All Truth 


is valuable) for rhe /eaſ# Truth : The very | 
Parings and Filings of Gold are precious. ' Cons | 


rend as well for thar, : which 15 nor acknow- 
ledged to be neceflary to Salvation'; as for 
that which is accounted . commonly and ordi- 
narily neceſlary, though not with an equa! 
Conrention. We are chiefly to look to the 
Foundation, or. elſe the Houſe will certainly 
fall : Bur yer we'muſt look ro the Tiles of the 
Houſe too, or elſe the Rain will bear mto rhe 
Houſe, and in time the very Foundation may 
rot, and moulder, and periſh. If we neglect 
thoſe Truths which are not Fundamental, we 


may in Time be brought ro neglect Funda-4 


mentals themſelves. 
| Yer 
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Yer in ſmaller Errours be content to bear 
what you cannot cure. Very good Chriſtians 
may have (as it 1s ſaid of St. Cyprian) nevos 
in candido peftore 53 here and there a Mole or 
Mark in otherwiſe a fair and c/ear Breaſt. 
Very honeſt Hearts may have ſome lighter 
Errours in their Minds, ſome Miſtakes or o- 
ther in their Judgments, which ought ro be 
udently tolerated, rather than Brotherly Peace 
and Union be broken and violated, or Chri- 
{tian Loye and Charitable Aﬀection be with- 
drawn and alienated. : Wiſely and carefully 
diſtinguiſh berween thoſe Differences im Opt- 
nion, which are as the ſtriving of one Ifraelzte 
with another: (which is the bs Verulams ele- 
t Compariſon) and thoſe pernicious dam- 
able Retna which are as the folving of an 
Ee yptian ' with an Tfraelite : You: mait,. with 
ME, be mild and gentle, fair and peaceable 


in dealing with the former ; but ſharp and /e- 


wrein oppugning and ſuppreſling the /atter. 

Take care that you your ſclves don't deſ- 
perately fall into the groſs and grievous Er- 
rours.of the Times you live in : And take all 
Opporruniries,. according to your Abilities, ro 
inform and. inſtruct, to gain, and win, and 
bring over the erroneous and incredulous, ro 
the acknowledging of the Truth, which s after 
GodlineſS, Tit. 1. 1. 

Thar is the firſt ; Redeem the Time, be- 
cauſe. the Dazes are evil : Daies, in which dan- 
gerous Errours and falfe DcCtrines are vented 


and propagared. 
The 
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The ſecond Particular Evil of the Apoſtles Dait, 
and Ours. 42.1 


2. The Evil of the Apoſtles Times ſtood in 
the vicious and wicked Lives of ſcandalous Pre 
feſſors of, the Goſpel. 

The Daies are Evi; that is, (ſaies Calvin] 
"All things are full of Scandals and Corruptiont, 
Shſomuch as its hard for thoſe: that are good to'he 
kept free ifrom hurt, to be-preſerved ' unrainted 
with-the Infectioniof the Times. © *#” 

And in ths Senſe, the Daies we live in, ate 
evil Dates roo. | 

The preſent Age, is an wngodly Ape. Iniquih 
every where abounds. Mar. 24. 12. : Great and 
groſs [rreligion and Profanenels,*extreme Look 
neſs and Licentiouſneſs,” boundleſs” Senfſnality 
and  Votuptuouſneſs, immeafurable Glurtony 
and Drunkenneſs , beaftly Wanrtonneſs ard 


Uncleanneſs, prodigions Pride and' Haughti- | 


neſs, burter Animofiry and Revenge, malicious 
Slandering'and Backbiting, raſh and unchari 
rable Judging and Cenfuring ; Lying, Swear- 
ing, Sabornation, Perjury;” Curfing, Sabbath- 
breaking ; Unrthankfulneſs, Unfruirfulnels, 
Want of Humiliation and Reformation under 
variety of fore and feyere Judgments, Care- 
leſneſs of Gods Providences, Contempr of his 
Word and Ordinarices, ' Abuſe of his bleſſed 


Spirit, Playing and Drolltng with Scriprure, 
Mocking at Religion, Scop ar Holinels, 
and Enmiry againſt Puriry antt'the Power of 


Godlineſs, are now rife and common, the |, 
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reigning and crying Sins of this Land and Na- 
tion. 

Now what ſhould we do, to make a good 
Uſe, and due Improvemenr of ſuch evz/ Dazes 
as theſe ? I anſwer ; 

1. Are the Dates thus evi/ > Ler us then, m 
a right manner, be troubled at the Evil of them. 
It is faid, that righteous Lot, dwelling among 
the filrhy Sodomires, in ſecing, and. hearing, 
vexed by righteous Soul, from = to day, with 
their unlawful Deeds. 2 Pet. 2. 8. [He] vexed 
[himſelf ;] was afive in it. Saint Peter ex- 
preſles more in ths than: in the former | Verſe 
(as Calvin obſerves) ro wit, that Lot did volun- 
tarily and willingly affiit himſelf : He did it 
freely ; he: was .not forcd to wr. He [vexed] 
himſelf ;-- 4 Anonlri{ey. Fis a Metaphor drawn 
from Torments, ({41es Gerhard) . "The ſame Word 
is uſed ro ſex our Hell-Torments. Lake 16. 23. 
This good Man.cominually rortured and tor- 
mented himſelf : He lived a grievous painful 
Life ; labouring no leſs, than if he had laien 
upon the Rack, Ir was a kind of Hell upon 
Earth to hun, to' ſee and hear ſuch Things a- 
mong them.. They gave him Ground and:Canſe 
enough of . Trouble and Grief, by their  Im- 
pieries and:Impuriries ; and: bis -righreous Soul 
could not. but work upon that mutrer, and. yex 
and afflict himfelf therewith. 

The grols Wickedneſs of ungodly Men, is 
contrary. to the. gracious Temper, and new: Na- 
ture of a good Man. : ' And therefore he is no 
more able ro. bear. #t, than the'$tomach. can 
bear rhat which it -nau/eates.. ' As a Mufical Ear 
will 
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will be offended with any harſh Sound ; $9 


Sin grates upon a godly Man, and 1s a Diſcord | 
to hum. Ar his new Birth there was implant- | 


ed in- his Nature a true Zeal to the Caule and 
Intereſt of Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in the 
World : An #nward Senſe of its Beauty, Ex- 
cellency, and Uletulnels in the World ; and 
a clear Conviction, and ftrong Apprehenfion 
of the Vanity, Unprofitableneſs, and Mif- 
chievouſneſs of Sin in the World. The righ- 
reous/ Man has a real diſlike of, a mighty Pre- 
fudice,” and inward Antipathy againit Sin," « 
Sin : He hates Sin, and loves Holineſs hearti- 
ly, wherever he finds ir ; and really wiſhes 
that there were no ſuch Evil as vin 1n the 
World. Heis of another Spirit than wicked 
Men are ; of a berter Conftirurion, of a purer 
and more refined Temper. His new Nature 
and Diſpoſition is directly contrary to that 
which 1s evil ; and therefore whenever he ſees 
ir, wherever he meets with it, it is a Vexation 
and Torment to him. 


So holy David ſeriouſly laid to' heart the | 


Sins of others, was deeply affected-wirh them, 
and heavily afflicted for them, Horrour hath 
aken hold me, becauſe of the Wicked that 


7 
Farſake thy Law. Pfal. 119, 53. Rivers of Wa- | 


ters run down mine Eyes, becauſe they keep not 
thy Law. Ver. 136. My Zeal hath conſumed 
me ; not becauſe I have Enemies, and theſe 
Enemies deſpiſe me 3; bur, becauſe mine Enc- 
mics have forgotten thy VWards: Ver. 139. I be- 
beld the Tranfgreſſors, and "was grieved ; becauſe 
they kept mot thy Ward, Ver, 158. The Zeal of 


thine 
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of thine Houſe hath eaten ms up ; and the Re 


oaches of them that reproached thee are failen 

upon me. Plal. 69. 9. When he was in Trou- 
ble, he teſtifies his Sorrow for the Reproaches 
that fell upon God, as if he himfelf had been 
reproached. - And the Prophet Feremy conld 
fay ; My Soul ſhall weep in ſecret Places for 
your Pride. Fer. 13. 17. And the Saints in 7e- 
riſalem are deſcribed ro be Men that fizh, and 
that cry, for all the Abominations that be done in: 
the midſt thereof. Ezek: 9. 4. And you know 
St. Paul 1s very famous for this AﬀecCtion : In 
the caſe of the inceftuons Perſon he wrore un- 
tro the Corinthians with many Tears, out of much 
Affiitien and Anguiſh of Heart. 2 Cor. 2. 4. 
I fear, leſt when 1 come again (\aies he) my Ged 
will humble me among you, and that I ſhall be- 
wail many which have ſinned already, and have 
not repented of the Uncleanneſi and Fornication, 
and Laſciviouſneſ} which they have ' committed, 
2 Cor. 12. 21. Many walk (faics he) of whom 
T have told yon eften, and new tell you. even weep- 
mg, that they are the Enemies of the Croſs of 
Chriſt. Philp. 3. 18. 

1. O that it might be zhus with eyery one 
of us : Let a Time ef others Sin, be the Time of 
our Sorrow Let it preatly trouble us, ro fee our 
goed God wronged, our Heavenly Fathcr a- 

uſed, and his holy juſt and good Law bro- 
xen and violared ; To ſce the Goſpel diſho- 
noured, and Religion diſcredited : To ſce Sa» 
tan pleaſed and konoured, and his Kinedcm 
Itrengthned and advanced by the Wickednel; 
of the Wicked : To fee rac precious Scrls Or 
F SIANtL> 
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Sinners hazarded and endangered. by their own 
viiltul Sin and Wickedneſs : To oblerve ra- 
tional Creatures living like mere brute Beaſts : 
Baptized Chriſtzans acting like very Devils in- 
carnate : To find Men rebelling againit Light, 
relifting a Reproof, oath; ro be reclaimed, 
hardned in their: Sin, and hating to be reform- 
ed: To ſee ſo many Fools and Mad-men be- 
ſorted and bewitchd, cruel to their own Souls, 
and Enemies to their own Peace ; refuſing all 
Helps of Health and Cure, contemning the 
Means of rheir Recovery, fond of a Dileaſe, 
in love with Slavery, devoted to their Enemy, 
courting their own Miſery and Calamity, chu- 
Gng Death rather. than Life, erernal Lite ; 
walking apace 1n the broad Way that leadeth 
to Deſtruction, running on in the way to Hell, 
the way that goeth down to the Chambers of 
Death : To Þehold ſo many ſtabbing them- 
{elves ro the very Heart, greedily ſwallowing 
their own Poiſon, running into Peit-houtes 
and infected Places, drowning themſelves in 
Deſtruction and Perdirion, and cafting them- 
{chves 1nto in tolerable, eternal, unquenchable 
Flames. 

2. And ler us moreover mourn to fee ſo much 
Hurt and Miſchief done in the World by others 
open Sim and Wickedneſi : To ſee Sin become 
io faſhionable and creditable ; To behold /o 
many = 57 = and infected, hardned and con- 
firmed 1n Sin and Wickedneſs, by the {1 Ex- 
amples of looſe Livers and vicious debauched 
Perſons : To diſcern the heinous, provoking 
v1ns of notoriouſly wicked Perſons, haſtens 's 
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and pulling down Fudgment after Fudgment up- 
on the Land of our Nativiry, and the Places 
of our abode : To ſee Sin ſpread, this fpirt- 
tual Plague encreaſe, and a Cloud of Divine 
Wrath and Judgment gathering, and grow- 
ing thick and black, and hanging over our 
Heads, 'ready to drop and ſhower down upon 
us. Let us be fo publick ſpirited, as to be 
troubled, exceedingly troubled, that fo much 
Miſchief, publick Miſchief, ſhould be done by 
others Sins : "That ſo many ſhould be drawn 
inro $in, or brought under Srffering, by rhe 
common and open Wickedneſs of the Wicked. 
3. Farther yer ; Let it be a Thing very 
tevous to us, ro meet with a Sort of Men, 
who inſtead of perplexing and tormenting them- 
ſelves with the Szns of others, do pleaſe and de- 
light, recreate and refreſh themſelves with the 
Sims of others ; Do tempt and entice them in- 
to fin, and hearten and harden them 1n their 
fin : Who are 1o far from troubling them 
ſelves at orhers fins, that they do the ſame, and 
have pleaſure in them that do them : Roms. 1. 32. 
Who make rhemlielves merry with thoſe fins 
which make the Land mourn ; Thar will laugh 
at Lewdneſs, and make a meck at ſis, and hear 
the Relation of anothers Wickedneſs with an 
inward Tick/ing, and fecrer Delight ; As if 
the Reproach and Diſhonour of God were a 
very good jeſt, and the erernal Damnation of 
immortal Souls were a Thing fit to make fport 

with. 
4. Once more ; Ler it make our very Hearts 
ake, to take notice of ſome, who inſtead of 
FE. 2 VEXIMT 
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vexing themſe.v?s with the uniawful , ungodly 
Deeds of the Wicked ; do daily vex and affi;# 
themſelves with the lawful and godly Deeds of 
the: Righreons : Who miſerably trouble and 
torment themſelves with rhe Goodneſs and Ho- 
l;neſi, and not with rhe Vileneſs and Wicked- 
nels of orhers : Who ftorm ar others ftrict- 
neſs, and fret and fume art others forwardnels 
in the way of Holineſs ; and are mad ar 
hearr, that any that live among them refuſe 
wo 1110 with them into all Exceſi of Rict : To 
whom the very Preſence and Company of a 
2cod Man is oftentimes as offtyſtve and trouble- 
ſome, as would be the viſible Appearance of the 
Devil among them: Who hearnly vex to hear 
at any Time any ſerious, ſavoury, good Dif- 
courle from them ; and are' tormented before 
their Time by the gracious Lives, and good 
Converiations of ſerious, conſcientious Chri- 
tans. 

5. And after all ; Let it be no ſmall trouble 
and grief to ns, to find ſo few troubling them- 
ſelves with ſuch matters as theſe. That Men, 
too generally, ſhould only regard themſelves, 
and mind rheir own Bags, and .Backs, and 
Bellies, and Bodies ; and feel nothing bur thar 
which touches their outward Eitates, and 
nearly concerns their worldly Interetts ; but 
wholly peglect and diſregard the Cauſe and 
Intereit of God and Goodneſs in the World. 
'Thar ſo many, /o patiently can ſee, and hear, 
and bear any open and common Wickednelſs ; 
and it rhey can be reſpeted themſelves, marter 
2r not much rho. God be diſhonoured : So they 
them- 
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themſelves be pleaſed, care lirrle or nothing 
though God be difpleaſed : And if they them- 
ſelves can bur ger gain, ler God and_ Religion 
loſe whar they will for them. Thar Men 
fhould count it a piece of over-much Righteouf- 
neſs tro take any notice of others Faults ; and 
think it enough ro cry God mercy for their 
own fins, withour afflicting and rormenting 
themſelves with the fins of others. "Thar Ma- 
niſtrates ſhould be ſo little ſenſible of daily 
Atfronts done ro God. That Miniſters ſhould 
{ce their Flocks running on to Deitruction, 
and have no more Bowels of Compaſſion. 
That Maſters of Families ſhould nor ar all lay 
to heart their Servants Offences, and frequent 
Treſpaſles againſt their Heavenly Lord and 
Matter. "Thar Parents Hearts ſhould even ake 
again, if any little Hurt or Illneſs come to 
their Childrens Bodies ; and their Bowels ne- 
ver yearn at all, though Miſchicf and Mitery, 
through Sin and Iniquity, faith upon.their Souls 
to all Erernity. That Men ſhould kindly 6 
their Neighbours any friendly Offices in C7%:/ 
Martters ; relieve them, if in; want z' viſit 
them, if they be fick ; pull our their Oxe or 
Als, if fallen inro the Ditch - and if their Houte 
be on Fire, preſently run and help to quench 
t ; and yer never be affected with the fad 
and lamenrable ſpiritual Eitate of their Neigh- 
bours. That Men ſhould fee and: ſuffer rlioſe 
about them to make ſhipwrack of a good Con+ 
{cience, ro loſe their Peace, loſe Heaven, lole 
their God, loſc their Souls ; ro be jult falling 
in:'o Hell-fire ; ro grow violently tick of rhe 
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Plapue of the Heart ; to die in their ſins before 
their Eyes, and periſh in their Iniquiries be- 
fore their Faces ; withour ferching one figh, 
or dropping one Tear for them, or ſpeaking 
one Word to them, or lending a ſeaſonable 
Hand to help them. How ought they to be 
aſhamed, that can be paſſionately affected in 
other Matters ; and-yer have no Pafiion, no 
Trouble, no Tears, for the common and dan- 
gerous fins of the Times and Places in which 
they live, and to which they belong ? Ler us 
be affeted with their want of Afﬀettion upon ſo 
great and urgent an Occaſion. 

Are the Dates evil, in reſpect of evil Men, 
and their evi! Manners ? Let us be troubled at 
the evil of them. Thar's the firſt. 

2. Are the Dazes thus evil? Let ws then ſee 
' that we be. not made worſe by them. Let's have 
220 Fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of dark- 
neſi, (as the Apoſtle adviſerh) Eph. 5. 11. Lers 
be blameleſi and harmleſs, the Sons of God, with- 
aut rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Nation, (asrhe ſame Apoſtle exhorreth) Philip, 
2. 15. Where you ſee the Apoitle argues from 
the ill Duality, and bad Condition of thoſe 
among whom they. converled : For (as Grotim 
obſerves) the Lives and Manners, both of the 
Fews, and unconverted Gentiles, were at that 
Time exceeding corrupt. 

And here the Argument holds theſe rwo 
wales , 

(1.) It concernd the Phzlippians to be fin- 
cere and upright, becauſe rhey lived with {uch 
wicked Perſons, who were ready to ſlander 
that 
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that which was good ; and therefore would be 
ſure to aggravate that which was bad. So Eftius. 
And this fame Dury greatly concerns our ſelves 
this Day, for the ſame reaſon. 

(2.) It behoves us to be careful of our Con- 
yerſarion, 1n the midft of a wicked and adul- 
rerous, a crooked and perverſe Generation, 
that we our ſelves be not corrupted and depraved 
with the evil Manners of theſe among whom we 
lzve. SO Zanchy upon the place. Ler's be care- 
tul ro avoid all Occaſions of fin, and to refift 
all Temptations ro the fins, which reign and a- 
bound in the Times and Places wherein we 
live. Though we dwell among the Wicked, 
let's not communicate in their fin, nor give 
any countegance to their wickedneſs : But beg 
and #/e Gods Grace and Help, implore and 
employ the divine ftrengrh, for the overcom- 
ing and conquering the Temptations both of 
Men and Devils : And hearrily b/ef God, thar 
we are nor left and forſaken of God, and 
| an up to the reigning Sins and Vices of the 

imes. Let's nor be conformed to this World ;; 
to the evil Cuſtoms and vicious Manners thar 
generally prevail and rake place in 1t ; nor 
follow a multitude to do evil. If never fo many 
ſhould tab themſelves ar their very Hearts, 
or drown themſelves in the Thames, or fire 
their Houſes with their own Hands to conſume 
and deſtroy rhemſelyes ; wovld this. induce 
any wiſe Man to do the like > Why then 
ſhould any offer ro drown themlelves in: deftri- 
ton and perdition, 1 Tim. 6. 9.' to: throw 
themſelves into Hell-fire, and to caſt away 
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their Souls for ever, becauſe many others do (o 2 
| When Vice grows into Faſhion, Singularity is 
a Vertue. When San#ity is counted Sinzula- 
rity, happy s he that goeth 1n a manner alone ; 
and walks unweariedly in the holy Path, rtho' 
he has bur few to bear him company in the 
narrow Wy to Heaven. Though the common 
Vote ſhoult go againit us, yer, with Holy 
Foſhua, let ns be ſmgular in our yertuous Choice 
and pious Reſolution. Feſh. 24. 15. Let us, 
with Noah, be upright, and walk with God, 
even when all Fleſh have corrupted their way. 
Gen. 6. 12. Ler us, with Lot, be righteous 
even 1n Sodom ; and keep our Garments unde- 
tiled and unſpotred with rhe Fleſh, evea in a 
$:nk of Sin and Uncleanneſs. Ler's ule all 
boitible Arts and Means, t9 retain, our health- 
Julneft na very bad and corrupt- Air >To keep 
tac Spark of Grace alive in the very midit of 
the Ocean : To preterve and maintain a gra- 
cious Diſpofition m the midit of a Deluge of 
Tempration. LI.er us labour to be like , Fifh, 
ſweer and freſh in ſalt Water ;_ like Pearls or 
Jewels, ſpark/ing 1n a: Dunghill ; Yea, to be 
like the Sun, ſhining upon a.DNunghill ; whole 
pure.Raies and clear Beams. are xo way polluted 
with rhe filchineſs of it. Lers endeavour 10 
be Righreous ameng the Unrighteous, and 
zealous among rhole thar are carelets and ne- 
gligent of God and Religion : And ler rhe 
Coldneſs of the ambzent Air without, nor Ex- 
ringulih or weaken, bur fort:fy and ftrengrhen 
our {upernatural Heat within.  'Though we 
live in bad Times, yer. ler's keep our (elves free 
from 


a goa” Duty in evil Dajes. rog 
from the Evil of the Times. And the freer 
we keep and preſerve our ſelves from the tainc 
and infection of rhe common Corruption, we 
ſhall the more notably reprove and: condemn; 
diſcourage; and: diſcountenance the reigning 
Sins and abounding Vices of the Times we 
live in, Thoagh we be n- the World which 
lies in Wickedneſs, yer let us nor be of the 
World ;- but pray to God to keep-us, and en- 
deavour ro keep our fſelyes from-the evil of the 
Wlrld. Fohn- 17. 15. 

Let nor us be the wor/e ' for theſe' evil Daies; 
for if we be made worſe by them; we 1hall alio 
make them worſe : Let our Care and Endea- 
vour be, to be good in evil Daies : And as the 
Evil of Sin abounis, let us encreaie in Holi- 
nels, - Farther; 

3. Ler us labour, as to 9% good, fo ro do 
good 1n evil Daies : As to be good our ;ſeives, ty 
to make others good in the worſt Times that can 
be : Bya holy and'exemplary Converſation. 
ro be initrumenral to their Converion ; and, 
if ic be poilible, a Means etfectual to bring 
the very Wortt and Wickedeit home ro God. 
In the midſt of a croaked and perverſe Nation, 
let. us . ſhine as. Lights. in the. World, holding 
forth the ord of Life. Philip. 2. 15, 16. by 
our vertuous Lives, uw with excellent 
Actions, ler's ſhine as ſo many Szars before 
them : And be as fo many Lights. ſet up in 
Towers, to -dircdt others how to .ttcer  aright 
their Chriſtian Courſe, and ſafely to arrive at-- 
the. Port of Eternal Reit, and rhe Haven of 
Heavenly Happiaels.. Ler us p.ty and pray tor 
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thoſe who piry and pray not for rhemſelyes : 
Ler us exhorr, admonith them -; rebuke, re- 
prove them ; and ſave them with Fear, - pulling 
them out of the Fire. Fude 23, Let us labour 
in this manner tro make the evi/ Men of the 
Times as much better as we can. 

By way of Motive, Conkider ſeriouſly theſe 
three Things. 

Mot. 1. har if we grow bad in evil Times, 
we can fetch no excyſe from the: Times for our 
Sins. Men are apr indeed to - tranſlate the 
blame of their own Actions upon rhe Times 
and Places in which they live, Seneca comes 
alains of ſome, too ready to do fo in his 

1es : Thar would argue, and plead thus for 
themſelves ; I am not ambitious, To 210 14m can 
lzve otherwiſe in Rome. I am not extravagant- 
ly ſumptuous, but the City enforces great Ex- 
pences :« dr is coltly and chargeable living in 
the Ciry. Burt why to we deceive our ſelves 
(laies he) ? Thy evil js not from any Cauſe with- 
aut us, it 15 within us, it « ſeated on and ſticks 
212 our very Bowels, Ep. 50. | 

If our Minds. and Hearts were | well diſpoſed, 
and: rightly enclined ;_ Temptations would 
prove like Fire falling upon wncombuſtivle 
matter. 

Evil Times. and Places are indeed an occaſion 
of Sin ; but the Cayſe is, our own Hearts and 
#7/7lls; It we would carefully watch over our 
elves, and. above -all keepings keep our Hearts, 
we might keep our telves. wſpotted from: the 
Wirld, - Fam: 1.27. in the corrupteit Times 
and; Places ; as. well as. others, recorded. in 
Icrip» 
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Scripture for our Example and Encourage- 
ment, have done before us. The-Badneſs of the 
Times (as Mr. Dyke, occaſionally citing my 
Text, notes well' upon it) did not ſerve with 
$t Paul for a Cloak to excuſe our Conformity to 
the Times ;  =——but as a Spur to excite-us to be- 
ſo much the more careful as ſelves, mot to be 
ſwayed with the common ſtream. And good 
reaſon have we ((aies he) to make thx uſe of the 
Corruption of the Times ; for, if the Air be pene- 
rally infeRious, had we not need to be ſo much the 
more ſtri& in our Diet; and careful in the uſe of 
wholeſome Preſervatives > Surely (as ' the ſame 
Author adds) the worſe the Times are, the nearer 
grow they to their end; and therefore ſo much the 
more apprehenſive ought we to be of the Occaſions 
af igaod, becauſe the Day, in which only we can 
werk,, # declining apace, and that fearful Night 
approacheth, wherein none can work. 

Confider, 

Mot. 2. It will be our high Praiſe- and Glory, 
to be religious and holy, when the Times are pro-- 
fane and ungodly : To be good Hwsbands 1n re- 
deemirrg the Time, when orhers are prodigals; 
round about us. As it's a great Sn to be bad: 
in £-9d Times, 10 *tis an admirable Vertue to, 
be- good in bad Times, Ir is nor fo praite-wor- 
thy ro be good in good Times, and among 
good Perſons : Bur ro reſiſt the ftream-of evil. 
Times and Perſons, to rug hard againlt M/7nd: 
and Tide ; to reſolve ro be good, and ro en-. 
deayour ro.do good, againit all Oppoſition and. 
- Diſcaurapement- whatever : Nor ro follow 0; 
thers in any finful. Wajes and. Courles ; | bur 
{0 
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to tread contrary, and to become Examples of 
Verrue ro others ; this will rend ro-our grear 
Commendation. He that can be ſtrict among 
looſe Livers, holy among moit profane Per- 
{ons, chait among the Laicivions; tober artong 
Drunkards, madelt -among mpudent Railers, 
juit among Deirauders, heaventy among Earth- 
worms ;- He 1s an excellent Perſon indeed : 
He delerves an Ecce to be = upon him : 
We may fay of him, as-our vaviour ſaid con- 
cerning Nathanael, Behold an Iſraelite indeed ! 
This fers off the Righteouſneſs of rhe Righ- 
tcous; "and tnakes 1x more conſpicuous and 
plorious. 

Mot. 3. Conſider thirdly ; That our Redeem- 
ins the Time in thy manner, nu the only way to 
anake the Evil Daies better. The Reforming 
and Amending or ſelves and others, 1s a pro- 

er means to alter and rectify the Times. 
The freeing both our ſelves and others from the 
Evil that 1s in any'of ws, will furely free the 
Times fr'om the Evil that is in them. Our Sins 
are they that make the Times to be every way 
{o bad as they are. Our aggravated Sins are 
the greateſt Evil of the 'Iimes : And the Evll 
of Sin draws all other Evils along with it; 
and therefore remove the Evil ot Sin, -and 
the Times wull quickly be every way well 
amended. 


The Third Particular Ewilof the Apoſtles Days, and 
in what ces of Ours. 

3. The Evi/ of the Apeſiles Times ſtood allo 

in Perſecution, which was hot then, and like 10 

grow 


| 
| 
| 
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grow hotter. Thoſe Dates were Eccleſi.e dics 
Caniculares, (as Tertullzan calls them) rhe {corch- 
ing Dog-Days of the Church. The Apoltles 
were torbidden to preach in the Name of 
Chrilit ; and Chriſtians were prohibited ro name 
the» Name of Chriſt. Then ir was perilous 
for any Perſon to profels himlelf a Chriſtian. 
T he Confeſſion of the Name, was enough to make 
Men the Objects of a publick Qdium, wirhour 
any Examination of the Crime, - Quly the Name 
did pre-condemn-a Sect unknown, and an Au- 
thor of ir whom rhey were 1gnorant of; becauſe 
they were: nominated, not becauſe they were 
convinced: If you ſhould have fearch'd their 
Priſens,' you {hould haye found them fill/d with 
Malefactors only of their own Religion : you 
could nor have ſeena Chr:/tjanthere that was a 
Criminal, anlets it were only on this Account , 
that he was -a Chriſtian. Bur ( as Tertullzan 
argues excellently -in his-finewy Apology ) it 
Chriſtian be a Name of no Crime, 'tis ridiculous 
to make a Crime of the meer Name. Yer the 
Hzathen ( as he remarks there )- fell ſo blindly 
into the hatred of Chriſtianity, that whenever 
they gave a Teſtimony of the Probity of any.lych 
Perion, they. mingled ſome Expreflion of 'Ex- 


| probation {or their Name. "I'was common to 


lay, Such an one indeed is a good Man, but only 


that he a Chriſtian. And again ; I wonder 


that (uch an one, a wi/e Man, ſhould. of a ſud- 
dain be made a Chriſtian. To which it, might 
have been well replied, Thar ſuch an one-1s 
good, and ſuch an.. one prudent, becanle, he isa 
Chriſtian : Or, it therefore appears thar tuch.an 
one 
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one is in truth a Chriſtian, becauſe he is prudent 
and good. - As any was better d by bearing this 
Name, he became by ſo much rhe more-offexſwe; 
For rhe pvod that was in any Chrittian, was 
nor of {o great Force and Power as was the 
batred againſt all Chriſtians. Even-an inno- 
cent Name was -odzous in very innocent Men. 
The Gentiles declared themſelves Enemies to 
thoſe- who dehvered them from the Power: of 
Devils, and put up Praiers for them-ro:che wae 
God; and were ready to be rruſty'Guards abour 
them, ' for the [Prefervation of them ; and 
were Perſons profitable tothe Common-wealth. 
The ſame argumentative -Author, in that moſt 
rational, convincing Defence of the Chriſtians 
againſt rhe Heathen Magittrates, rakes fpecial 
notice thar- the _— were tolerared,when 
Chriftians were urged under greatelt Penalrics 
tothe moſt unreaſonable. Things : Who com- 
pels a"Phzloſopher +0 Sacritice,or ro fwear by rhe 
Gods”? { {ates he )/ They openly- dettroy the 
Belief and Worſhip of your Gods, and accuſe 
your Superſtitions in their publick Writings ; 
and you applaud 'rhem for ir: Many among 
_ them.do bitterly inveigh again{{ rheir Princes 
and Goyernours,' and yer youi-patiemly 'bear 
with "them and they are ſooner honoured: 
wrh' Statues: and rewarded wirh Salaries, 
tharmlenrenced to-ſuffter the Fury of the Beats: 
and all for rhis only-Reaon, becaule they are 
knownby'the Name of Ph;/e/ophers,- and nor-of 
Chriſtian ' Philoſophers.were permitred to propa- 
gare 'Pytwabporas's Opinion of the Trantmigra- 
tran'of ſeparated.\Souls into other BoJies-: Bur 
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if aChriſtzan affirm'd the' Rerurn of the Soul 
into_the ſame Body ; the People nor only fol- 
towed him with Blows of the Fiſt, but even 
calt Stones ar him. The Socteries of the 
Chriftians were accuſed and proſecuted as 
faftions Meetings -: Bur did we ever meet r0- 
gether ( ſays the fore-cired Father ) ro the Hurr 
of anyone? We arethe ſame when congre- 

ed, as we are when ſeparared : wronging no 

y, grieving no bedy. When: good and 
honeſt: Men convene, when pious and chaſt 
Perſons come in Company together, it is not 
nor ro be termed a Fa#:on,bur a lawful Aſſembly: 
But on the contrary, the Name of Fa#tion fit- 
ly belongs to thoſe, who conſpire ro an hatred 
of good and vertuous Perſons, and exclaim roge- 
ther; againſt rhe Blood of Innocents. "Lhe 
Chriſtians were: cenſured as the grand Cauſes of 
all general Calamitics, and publick, popular 
Incommodines. If Tiber flowed up to the Walls, 
# Nilus did not over-flow the Fields, if the 
Heaven ftopd irs Courle of feaſonable Rain, 
if rhere were an Earth-quake, or Famine, or 
Phgue ; then preſently they cried, Chriſtianos 
ad leonem; away, with the Chrittians ro the 
Lion,” Bur ſuch was the malignant Merhod of 
their Cruelry, that they ordered Chriſtianam 
ad lenonem, potins gram ad lemem : They con- 
demned a certain Chriſtian Virgin rather to be 
proititured to the Luft of a lewd Perſon, "than 
ie: þe delivered to the . Rage.of a deyouring 
Lion : By: wbich they conteis'd; that the Cor- 
yraption of their -Chaltiry, was more intolergble- 
te Chriſtians, thaw. any / Puniſhment; more 
grievous, 
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rievous and. afflictive than any Death: 
Chrittians were commonly: punith'd:like $/aves; 
made to ſerve in' rhe Mines, or: banith'd into 
Mands; or 'thur up 1n Pri/ons, and put to the 
$word, 'or contumed with” Fire, or. hung! upon 
Croſſes, or calt to wild Beaſts, only for the ſake 
of Chriſt's Religion: Sometimes they were co- 
vered with wild Beaſts $kzns, and rorn in pieces 
with Dogs : and when the Day- failed, . they: 
were burat wirh a pizched Coat - upon them, 
to- ſerve. as Torches 10: give light in the 
Night. Yea the enraged common People ( as 
Tertullian informs us ) during the- Fury of the 
Bacchanals, did nor ſpare the very Chriſtians 
that were dead ; bur drew them trom the rett 
of their Graves, and: the San&uary of their Se- 
pulchers, and tore and dragg'd- their 'Fodics in 
the Strects, now {o-much changed- and alter- 
ed, mangled, and defaced, that it could not be 
known whoſe Bodies they were. The blind 
vulpar {ort of People, exulted-and-inlulred on 
Occaſion of the Abuſes that were offered ro 
the Chriſtians; and fome of the Magiſtrates 
ploried'in the cruel. Ulages of the Chriſtians, 
thereby to gainthe Favour of the People. As 
many as-owned and acknowledged themſelves 
the Diſciples of Chrit, did pretently. draw the 
Rape and Fury of Heathen: Idolatrous Perle- 
eurors upon them. - Bur it is xotably. obſerved 
in-the forementioned Apology, as-a T hing the 
Ebriſtzans- gloried 1n, that, ot all the Emperours, 
Nero, was the firſt: thar, was ficree' upon. the 
Chrutians; and-made a Law to' condemn them 


T0 Dcath ;' who never was known ro condema 


any Thing but what was grey good and fingu- 
| larly. 
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larly worthy. Ir was this Prodigy of Cruelty, 
that pur St., Peter and Ot. Paulto Death, caut- 
ing the one, ro be crucified, the 'other to be 
bebeaded ( which Tertullian is judged ro have 
herereſpect ro) and who (as Hiſtorians affirm) 
ſuborned falle Wirnefles againtr the Chriftians, 
and put many of them ro Death, as Authors 
of that Fire, which he himſelf had cauſed ro 
be kindled in twelve Places of Reme together, 
thar he might more lively repreſent ro his Fan- 
ly- the general Contagrarion of Troy. Ir is 
moreover pleaded, and ttrongly urged there 1n 
the behalf of the Chriitians, that the mott vi- 
cious Princes alwaies proved their molt violent 
Perſecutors : Bur that they that | were moit 
vertucys, became their Favourers and Protettors: 
( an eminent .Initance. .of which he gives us 
in Marcus Aurelius.) That Trajan did, in ſome 
Part, frufttrate the Lavvs that vvere made 
againſt them, and forbad the making Enquiry 
alter them : That no Adrian, no Veſpaſian, no 
Pius, no Verus confirmed the Laws againlt the 
Chrifti.1s. Bur it rhe Chriſt:ans had been a naugh» 
t Sett of Men, ſurely then the beſt,and nor rhe 
warlh of Princes. y,ould have been.their openAdr 
verlaries,vyould have. ſer themiglyes 4n- greatelt 
Oppaiition againt them, and. have cndeayoure 
el ro eradicate and extirpare them, | 
Sharp and hor Perſecution vvas a ſore. cual 
in the Apoſtles, and in many of the, Primitive 
Chriſtiaus. Days : And the Chriſtzans that lived 
in thoſe. hard Times, vyere bound to .do_ and 
ſuffer any . Thing;: that fo. they- might;make 
UE£1g1eid xgy4gey a 200d... Oportunity of an 'tuil 
Time 
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Time ; and - gain | an Occafion-of honourin 
God, and Chriſt, the Goſpel; and of further. 
ing their own and. others Salvarion. 

And this was their Pra#1iſe, as well as their 
Duty : tor as( Satvian faies concerning them) 
aſcending to the Gate of the heavenly Court by the 
Jeveral Steps of - their own Puniſhments, they made 
as it were Ladders for themſelves of the ſeveral 
Inſtruments of their Torments. 


But, hlefſed be God ; he has ' provided better 
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Times for us than rhoſe. They that are called | 
by the Name of Chriſtians, are not ſo perſecur- | 


ed in the Times and owe wherein we live. 
I may here very pertinently apply both to 
Times and ro our ſelpes that pious Paſtage of the 
forementtioned Father." Brut ſome perhaps will 
ſay, (faies he) that it #5 not now a Time why 
we. are in Danger to ſuffer ſuch Things for Chriſt, 
& the Apoſtles formerly did : T wit fates he, for 
our Princes are not now Pagans, nor our Governars 
Perſecutors : the Blood of Saints is not ſhed now 3 
dates, nor -is owr Faith tried by Torments, Our 
God 's contented thar-we ſhould worſhip him in 
the Chriſtian, Religion npon more mild and 
moderate, more gentle-and fayonrable 'T erms 
than others have done'; that we ſhould ferve him 
in quiet, peaceable, profperons Circumſtantes ; ani 
that we ſhould pleaſe hrm only with the Purity of 
our unſpoted' Attions, and with the Sanitzty of an 
rndefiled © Life : So that our Faith and. Devotion 
# the more deeply indebted to him; becauſe he ex- 
afteth leſt of #5, and yer hath vouchſafed more "to 
us. And therefore ſince our Princes are , now. þY0- 
feſſed Chriſtians, and we ave not under any Per- 


ſecution 


re 


LL ———_— 
ES NA 
nm en 


_ to  ##.oa.co fro vu, [ to. AO er. Roc an 


_ v LY” 


. — 


4 good Duty mm evil Dates. I1S 


{ecution from the higher Powers, and our Religion 
js not diſturbed ; we- that are not forced to make 
Proof of our Faith by harder Experiments, ought 
certainly to ſtudy the. more to pleaſe our Lord and 
Maſter, by being faithful in thoſe cheaper Services 
and leſs coſtly Duties that lye before us, and are 
incumbent on ws : For he that fulfils bs 
leſſer Offices, does give ſome proof and pledg there- 
by, that he would be ready to perform his Duty in 
higher. Inſtances and harder Matters, if the \Caſe 
required it, and if he were called to it, So far 
that ancient and excellent Eather. 
And truly, how reaſonable -1s't, and. how. be- 
eoming, that if God do nor call us to uffer fo 
eat and terrible worldly Ew/s in-the. Caufe 
of the Goſpel and the, reforms'd Revigion,” we 
ſhould therefore readily and; cheerfully bear 
and ſuſtain, Troubles and Exigencies : of lef 
Weight, at his Defire and Requeſt : Thar we 
ſhould confeſs him by Integrity and Fideliry 
in bis Service, and pleaſe him by Abſtinence 
from -unlawful Pleafures of what kind ſoever ; 
none of which can' be: /o dear to'us as 1s our 
Life : - I haz, we ſhould ſpeedily part with our 
Lyſts, when 'weare nor commanded preſently 
to part with our, Lives ; Thar we ſhould re- 
gularce and reform our Lives, when we are re- 
uired to /ay down our Lives, and to ſhed and 
acrifice our Blood. Thanks be ro God, we are 
free from the - Mapsſtrate's Perſecution in the 
Cafe of Religion. | 
Bur belide | /ach Perſecution” ariding . from the 
Civil Magiſtrate, meerly upon the Account of 
Chriſtianity, or of the Profeſſion of the Re- 
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formed Religion ; rhere is another Perſecution 
procceding from wicked Men, whereby they 
perſecute thole that are good, thefe rwo Ways; 

1. By their injurious Carriages towards them 
in Particular. 


' 2. By the Wickedneſs and Ungodlinels of | 


their Lives in General. 

1. By their\ Injuries and Indipnities Offer d and 
done'to good Men in Particular. He that depart- 
eth from evil, maketh himſelf a Prey. Iſa. 59. 15. 
He thar will' not do as others, is m Danger of 


being done by others. He cannot be /afe, | 


that will not be wicked. Ir is not enough, thar 
the Wicked will not be the better for the Good, 
bur the Good ſhalt\'be ſome way the wor/e for 
them: If they cannot arrupt and deprave them 
they will mvleſt and Giſquier them 2 If they 
tanhor draw them into Six, they will, if pok 
ible, bring them into #reuble and creare then, 
Suffering and Sorrow enough : They will endea- 
vour,. ſome way' or otter, to infringe their Lk 
berry,” to difturb/ rhe Peace and: Quiet, andt0 
deſtroy the 'Comforr- of their Lives : ' They 
will ſomerimes fin, -if ir be bur of purpeſe to griew 


them: as by > og and- offering to im- | 


Healthsin drinking, -out of a Deſign to dij- 
pleaſe and diffarisfy, + or enſnare and enrangle 
{ome part of the Company ; who, 'they know, 
wil , either . refuſe and deny ir, or be: dravvn 
vvith 'ReluQtancy and unyyillingly to ir. 90 
likevvite by cuſtomary Svvearing, and by. re 
peating and muluplying -rheir Oaths, to vex 
androable a ſober Reprover. And, in like man- 
ner, by railing, revilng,--vain and idle ſpeak- 


ing 
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ing, frothy and filthy Communication, 01 pur - 
poſe to cauſe Vexation and Affiiftion. 

Of all which Courſe and Carriage of theirs 
ou may take this double Account ; The 
Wicked have a Prejudice, and an Antipathy 

ainlt the Righreous ; and theſe are the 
Reaſons. of .rheir Dealing with them in this 
manner. 

1. The Wicked have a ſtrong Prejudice a- 
gainſt them : "They have a wrcng Opinion of 
them : They judge amiſs concerning them. 
He that departerh from evil is counted a mad 
Man, or cauleth himſelf ro be counted a mad 
Man : So ſome rendet that Place, J/a. 59. 15. 
as Eliſha's Miniſter was called a mad Fellow. 
2 Kings 9. 11. -, 

Again ; Ungodly Men count thoſe thar are 
good the Troublers of Iſrael, and petilent Fel- 
lows ; the Cauſes of Calamities, and Procurers 
of Judgments (an Imputarion which we ſhew- 
ed you our of Tertullian was calt of old upon 
the Primitive Chriſtians). They reckon thoie 
a very Plague and Cmſe, that are a: Bleſſms, to 
the Places where they hve, . and under. God 
the grand Þ releryers and chief Supporters. of 
them. They judge thoſe wnworthy to live, of 
whom the World is net worthy ; Heb. 11. 3$. 
and ro whoſe /iving and dwelling among them 
they themſelves do {omerimes owe their very 
Lives, They deem thoſe as the Filth and, Off- 
ſeouring of the World, 1 Cer. 4.13. who are 1n- 
deed Gods Fewels, Mal. 3. 17. and the Ex- 
cellent in the Earth, Pſal. 16. 3. and more ex- 
cellent than their Neighbours. Prov. 12. 26. 


They 
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They look' upon good Men as troubleſome 
and vexarious, proud and perious, becauſe 
they reprove them. 

2. The Wicked and Ungodly have an En- 
mity and Antipathy againſt good Men : They 
are Defpiſers of thoſe that are good : 2 Tim. 


3. 3. Ir 1s inthe Original dgiadzagur, not | 
Lovers of the good : Haters and Perſecutors of | 


all good Men ; So Dr. Hammond paraphrales 
upon that Place. "They are diſpleaſed with 
rhem, becauſe they ttudy ro pleate God ; and 
are careleſs of them, becauſe rhey have a care 
of their Time, a care of their own Souls : 
They hate Holineſs, aud the Righteous for it : 
They hate him that rebuketh in the Gate, or, in 
publick, Amos 5. 10. And as it” 1s exprefled, 
I/a. 29. 21. They make a Mau an Offender for 
a Word, and lay a Snare for hin that reproveth 
in the Gate, and turn aſide the Fuſt for a thing 
of nought ; by 'falſkoods make the Caule of 
the Righteous go the wrong Way. T hey carr 
not endure' the Diſpoſirions and Aﬀections , 
nor bear the Lives and Converſations of the 
Godly, which they find as contrary to their 
own Humours and Manners as can be. Ve 
have a norable lively Character and Deſcrip- 
tion of them, i/d. 2. from / the tenth ro the 
end ; Let us oppreſi the poor righteous man, lay 
they, /et our Strength be the Law of Fuſtioe : 
Let us lye in wait for the Righteous : Becauſe he 
# not for our turn, and he x clean contrary to our 
Doings : He upbraideth us with our offending the 
Law, and objetteth to our Infamy the Tranfgreſ- 
fings of our Education. He profeſſeth to have the 
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Knowledge of God ; and he calleth himſelf the 
Child f the Lord. He was made to reprove Our 
Thoughts. He ws grievous unto us even to behold : 
for hus Life 1s not like other Mens, his waies are 
of another faſhion. We are eſteem d of him as 
Counterfeits : he abſtaineth from our waies as from 
Filthineſs : he pronounceth the end of the Fuſt to 
be 4-0 and maketh his boaſt that God ws hy 
Father. Let ns ſee if by Words be true : let us 
examine him with Deſpitefulneſs and Torture : 
let us condemn him with a ſhameful Death, &Cc. 
The Wicked are ſo :/ natured as to render ro 
the Righteous evz/ for good : To vex and abnle 
their Phyſicians, Chirurgions, Advocares , 
Guardians, Friends : To ufe them harſhly and 
unkindly, that endeavour ro ' benefit them by 
their Countels, ro better them by ' their Exam- 
ples ; and labour, by earneſt Praiers to God 
tor them, to keep off many a Judgment thar 
hangs over ther Heads from falling upon 
them, They watch and ftudy ro harm thoſe 
thatare really ready to help them : to grieve 
and break their Hearts, whoſe Bowels yearn r0- 
wards them : ro vex and torment their Souls, 
which 1s a greater Miſery than to perſecute 
and afflict rheir Bodzes. 

2. The Wicked perſecute thoſe that are good 
as by their Injuries ro them in particular, fo 
by the Wickednefi and Unholineſs of their Lives 
in General. The 1ll Converſarian of rhe wick- 
ed, is a ſpiritual Perſecution of the Godly : Ir 
1s matter of exquifire Torment to them : Ir 

ts the yery Souls of the Righ- 
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reous *It plainly:cuts rhem even to the Hear, 
and makes their very Heart bleed. 

I find St.- Ati, in a Diſcourle of his upon 
my Text, infiiting pathertically and particular: 
ly on this very kind of Perſecution; applying 
and accommodating that of the Apoſtle, 'Tim, 


3. 12.. All that will live Godly in Chriſt Feſus | 
ſhall ſuffer. Perſecution.” Behold here, faies' he, | 


becauſe the Daies are 'evil, there 1s no living" for 
the Righteous without ſuffering Perſecution. But 
ye, fates he, are ready to fay thus to me : nat? 
when we enjoy Peace among us, when the Fudges 


of te Provinces honour the Church, when Kinns + 


and-, Princes do not | appear and carry themſelves 
4 Enemies to the Church,. and when all the Laws 
are in favour of the Church ; pray how do they 
that live Godly ſuffer Perſecution 2 His Anſwer 


1s, that they that live amm? wicked Perſons ds | 


ſuffer Perſecution for all this : W.y ſo? Becauſe 
all the VVicked do perſecute the Good, Non ferro 
& lapidibus, ſed vita E moribus : [though not 
with Fire and Fagot]. thouh not with Swords 
axd Stones, yet by their Lives and Manners. Did 
any perſecute righteous Lot in Sodom ? fates. he. 
No Man troubled or moleſted him : [We read 
indeed of no Rudenels ot theirs rowards him, 
of no Aſſault made upon him, bur only of 
one, done- juſt .before his Departure out of 
Sodom.] '- And yet that good Man ſuffer d conti- 
nual Perſectition, Non vapulando ſed inter ma- 
los vivendo ; nt by being beaten and ſmitten 
of them, but by living among thoſe vile and vict- 
ous, proud, blaſphemcus, lew d and debauch d Per- 


ſons : For, whoever is truly righteous and holy, 
{ates 
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faies' he, when he fees any to live wickedly, t* 
ſerve Lnxmy, to carry Things. unjuſtly, to follow 
Pride and Vanity, to'\difregard Charity ; when 
they that are good ſee any live after this manner, 
they mourn and grieve, are ſadned and affiifted ; 
for with the Apeſtle, they bewail many#that have 
fawnrid already, and have not repented. 
"Tis-faid, that jnft Lot was vexed with the 
filthy Converſation of the Wicked : 2 Pet. 2. 7. 
The Word which we render vexed, 1s in the 
Original yg-m mysulper, he laboured under it 
as an heavy Burthen, was oppreſſed, wearied; 
ericyoully afflicted with it. And as Lot was 
burthened with the looſe and lawleſs Lives of 
the Sedomites ; So good Feremiah was wearied 
ode with rhe wicked and exorbiranr Courles 
of the Fews, and con{trained to cry our under 
che Preffire and Perfecurion of them, Oh that 
I had in the Wilderneſs a todying Place of way- 
farivig Men, ' that '4 might leave my People and 
fo from them : To with ith all his Heart thar 
he might withdraw himfef fromhis People, 
atidttye it any * folitiry Deſart,* and in any lor- 
"Fravetter's* Ledpe; © or Shed there; rather 
than among them/ whofe witked Lives were 
ſuch a conrinual Eye/ſore; and 'daily' Heart-ſore 
to him: for, they proceed from evil" to evil, tates 
he ; from one ev;/ rg anorhier ; or,- from one 
apree of tt 10 'andther?; "they prow- daily 
worſe and wore; '' ahd Weary them(elics to 
cotnmit Iniquity*': Take Pains to-do wicked 
ly, and' tire onr themſelves” in it.” Fer. 9.2, 
3, 5. | 
Alas!” the wicked little think, how. they 
G ex 
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vex God in vexing his,Seruants .j\ and. that God 
will one Day ſorely vex them tor it,, and make 
them weary of wearying his People 3 thar he 
will torment them in Hell hereafttcr, for torment- 
7ng his People here on Earth. 

They kxle think, rhat the Righteous them- 
ſelves will one Day heavily, vex theſe.thar have 
given 'them-ſuch Occaſion and Cauſe of Vexation ; 
vex them in the 'Day when the Saints ſhall 
judge the World. 1 Cor. 6. 2. 

Yea, they little think, that rhey ſhall -cor- 
.anent themſelves hereafter, for making good 
Men torment themſelves here. That 1t they 
do not grieve in Time with a penitent Grief, 
they ſhall certainly grieve with a deſperate Grief, 
to all Eternity, for being a Griet and Heart- 
break to the Godly. 

Now thx = PA which in the Waies 
fore-menuoned is managed and carried on by 
the Wicked ; as it is the Evil in ſome meg- 
tare of all. Ages, fo. more eſpecially and re- 
markably. of the Fes and Places in which 
we live. Tis true, that now we ſuffer nothing 
harely for owning' the Name of Chrittians : 
There is no Perſecution in our Nation merely 
tor the outward Przofeflion of the Chrittian, 
and of the Reformed Religion : But was ever 
the other Perſecution hotter among us than 1n 
theſe Daies.? How do.the Wicked perſecute 
with theis- Eye ? Jooking upon, the: ſincerely 
Godly -with an evil, a ſcornful, a malicieus 
Eye. Howdo they perſecute them with thei 
_ 2 (which are as ſo many ſharp Swords, 
Bſal.- 57. 4.) mabliciouſly flandering, reproach- 
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ing, reviling the Godly, as a Company of 
weak. Fools , and conceired Fanatichs ; ire- 

ently making them their very s In their 
5 er Meerngs, and even __ their ye- 
ry Praters in their publick prophane Playes ; 
and ofren uttering very falſe, and prond, and 
hard Words againlt rhem. 

And, according as they mcer - with Occaſt- 
on and find any Opportunity, how do rhey 
perſecure - with the Hand 2 Do evil with bath 
Hands earneſtly * Micah 7. 3. How ready are 
their Hearts ro riſe againſt. them , and rheir 
Hands robe lifted up to ſtrike at them, and ro 
pull rhem down to the very Ground, that fo 
they may be trampled upon, and rrodden un- 
der Foot ? :Yea, how do-they perſecure them 
by thair Lzves ? continually vexing thew pious 
Souls with their 1wlawful Deeds ; grieving and 
wounding , paining and piercing their very 
Hearrs. The wilful Wickednels of the bold 
and daring Sinners of. the "Times, in their 
open difſhonouring God and Rehgion, is a 
cruel Torment to ſerious Souls, and makes 
their Lives a weariſome, pre!fing Burthen 10 
them. 'They-thar live Godly, do fufter daily 
the ſad Perſecution of wicked Mens offenſive, 
affiitive Lives and Manners. What a Per/e- 
gution 1s this ? to force good Men to cry out 
with David, Ho i me that I fojeurn in Meſech, 
.tbatbjumall mm the Tents of Kedar : Pf. 120. 5. 
Fo raufe Rivers of Vaters to run down their eyes 
{as rhey-d1d from Davids) becauſe Men keep not 
Gods Law. Pſal. 119. 136. 

Now fince we live in ſuch evz/ Daies, wan 
G 2 which 


ate enmity againſt 
ſuch a malignant 


rhe Practiſe of. Piery, 
perſecuting Spirit- 'reigning an 
Breaits ot the Wicked againft the Good ; ler 

us keep a prudent Silence im an evil Tine 

Amos 5. 13. Let us take care that we do not: ' 
urneceſſari ly provoke and exaſperate them 5 for 
we know not what their Malice may. grow to: 
nor give them any juſt Occaſicn of ! furious, 
vexatious Oppoſition. Ler us fee rhat we do 
not ſuffer as evil-deers from them, 1 Per. 4. 15. 
nor as raſh and heady, imprudent and unwa- 
ty Perſons. In ew! Dazes, evil will come ſoon 
enough upon us : And we have no reaſon ro | 
accelerate and' haſten our own Suffering.. Let's 
labour therefore by all difcreet 'and wiſe, di- 
rect and 2nmocent Mcans, to keep our felyes | 
our of their Hands, to prevenr' their” raking | 
Advantage againtt us; and endeavour ro f6&- | 
lace our ſelves m God, and to preſerve the | 
Comforts of a. good Conicience. : To be pa- 
rient under, and ro glory in our Sutferings 
from them : To conhder with our felves, that 
it is far better to be. rroubled by the Micked, 
than to be Troublers 'of the: Good : and ro be 
thankful and joyful that we are nor guilty of 
their Wickednets, nor deſerve ſuch Ulages at 
their Hands. And ler us itudy, and endea- | 
vour to render, nor.evil for evil ; | but ftill-ro | 
return 'good for evil to the very worfts Rams 1%. 
17, 21. and wickedelt of them. '1'Thfſ: 5.* 15. 
And whatever Meaſure we receive from them, 
Jet us nor be diſheartned and diſcouraged and 
dathd our of Countenance by them, nor ſuffer 
our 


Se... > AK ©. A 3 cz EX mm: mm © A _ A _ au, 


ww > Cy apy TV 


r 
, 
1 
r 
I 


a good Duty in evil Daits. 25 
our ſelves ro. give Way ro- their Wickedneſs: 
ro be- wearied our of our Holmeſs, to be 
laughed, and -jeered, and ſcoffed our of our 
Religion ; bur ler's run the Race that 1s {et 
before us, though all the Dogs in the Street 
bark atus. Let us with Zeal and Courage 
bear up again(t them : and bear Witnels a- 
gainlt rhem : and if we cannot win and gaur 
them, at leaſt ſhame and {ilence rhem, judge 
and condemn them, by an holy, unblameable, 
exemplary Lite, as Noah condemned. the O!d: 
World. Heb. 11. 7. Like Stars, let us appear. 
moſt clear and brighr in the ſharpeit and co/d- 
eſt Night. And let the vexation we mieet 
with from the Wicked here, drive us the oftner 
to. God, ro.make our Complaint and Moan. 
ro him ; and cauſe us to long the more earnelt- 
ly for Heaven, 'where we. ſhall be for ever our 
of the reach of Satan, and all his Inſtruments, 
and our-of all Danger of any Enemy, Perle- 
cutor, -or bad Neighbour. 

And fo we have fully:confidered the Reaſon: 
in the Text ; the force of: which, evt1 as. to 
our \ſeſves, lies plainly thus 3 The Dates are 
ſuch, .. wherein '\ye are in Danger- of Infeftion 
by the wicked Errowurs and damnable-Herehes 
of the Times : In Danger of Corruption, by 
the common Sins and reigning Vices of the 
Times; and in Danger of Perſecution, by the 
murious Carriages, and grievous wicked Lives of 
the . proligare and deſperare Sinners of rhe 
Times :- And therefore: red:zem the Time, be- 
caule the Dazes are evil in theſe reſpeRs. 

Theſe various Evi/s mu{t not make us give 
G 3 place 
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place to Unfruirfulneſs,”- bur make us much 
more careful and watchful to rake every good 
Occaſion. '' If ' an; Harveſt-Day be 'cloudy and 
windy, ot prove catching Weather (as we call 
it) Men will not therefore keep in, bur work 
more diligently ' and warily. Gcod Opportuni- 
ties in evil Timits are few and ſcarce * The 
more rare theſe Commaodiries grow, the more 
we ſhould' exprof: them. And as ſome kinds 
of good Opportunities are hard to come by, fo 
not like to'abide and continue long with us in 
evil Times ; and therefore while the Occaſion 
laiterh, we ſhould firrve ro make the urmoſt 
Adyantage and Improvement of it. 
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C 'H-A'P. Iv. 

. Six othor Reaſons added to thatiin the Text. We 
ought to redeem the Time 5 (1. ) Berauſe' our 
Time s afforded' ws by God- tor tht wry End 
and Purpaſe.” ( 21) Becauſe we have allof us 

- deft auch Time 'alteady:: (.3. ) Becauſe the 


Time, that remanns, ' 15 very! ſhaort | and} uncers\ 


tain, and or Special Opportnmties far ſhorter, 
and more uncertain. ; and the Work, , we have 
ro do, wery great. ( 4.) Becauſe we cannet- 
ther bring Time back, when once it 1s paſt un- 
z proved, nar any way prolong and lenythen vt 
the Daies of our” Lives,” ' when: Death comes to 
pret. an End" and Period to them. -( 5; } Be- 
eauſe we. ſhall all be certaitly called %o a1 Ac- 

*  connt 
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connt far our Time. (6. ) Becanfe thi Time 
js all we can'redeem, and "ion this (hort Mo* 
ment of Time depends long Eternity. 


U T befides the Reaſon in the Texr, T 
ſhall farther ſhew you that we ought re 
redeem the Time upon a fix-fold Account. 


The forſt Additional Re-:/oft. 


We muſt redeem the Time, becauſe ow Time ' 

x afforded us by God to thi very End and Pur- 
pvſe, thar we ſhould improve and apply it ro 
ratzonal and religious uſes. Our Time 1s given 
us to findy to know and acquaint our felyes 
with God and owr ſelves : To conremphate rhe 
Creator ': To riſe and aſcend from the Effe&s 
to the prime Cauſe and u/timate End : To ſeek 
and embrace the firſt Truth, and chief Good ; 
which only can fatisfie Mans Mind, defirous 
of more Truth ; and his 7/11, capable of »-< 
Good than finire Beings can afford : By: dilt- 
gent Searching to find out' God ro be our ab{o- 
tute Owner ; ſupream- Governour, and great 
Benefaftor ; bn. to labour to: be ſuitably at- 
fected rowards him, and every way anſwer- 
ably obſervant of him : To own and acknow- 
ledge, love, fear, and ſerve the Author of our 
Beings, and Parron of our Lives : To pur 
our 'Traft,: and place our Conadence in him ; 
and ro rake care to promote.and adyance his 
Intereft in  the' World, To comemplate and - 
reflect-upon the Royal Pedigree; the noble and 
divine Extraction, the high and heavenly: Ori- 
G4. ginal, 
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ginal, the excellent Nature and large Capaci- 
ty /of our incorporeal.and..urimartal Souls, the 
Alliance of 'our Spirits to ,the Farther of Spi. 
rits ; and to charge our ſelves to live and a& 
worthy of ſo high and honourable a Deſcent, 
ſo noble a Nature, ſuch excellent Endow- 
ments. To confider and ponder the dire& 
Reſpet and certain Reference that this Life has 
to another : "Thar the World we hve in, we 
muſt nor live alwaies in : That this is nor 
the place of our Happineſs and Reft ; Thar 
we are bur Pilgrims and Strangers here, and 
Travellers roward a better Country : Heb. 11. 
16. Thar this World is bur the Road and 
Way that ſurely leads ro another : That this 
World is-but a Nurfery for Eternity ; | that we 
are planted in this, in order to our tranſplant- 
ing 1nto the other World  : Thar the . preſent 
Lite is nor a durable, permanent Condition, 
nor the final ſtare of Mankind ; bur 1s only 
intended as a certain. preliminary, preparatory 
State; and firly contrived, and wilely deſigns 
ed by way of preſcnt previous Probation, in or: 
der to furure Happinets or Miſery : that God 
has placed us here for a Time, that we may 
be. Candidates for Eternity, Time 1s allowed 
us, ro .canlider and anſwer the Ends of our 
coming into this World ; ro. diſpatch the Er- 
rand and finiſh the Bulineſs which our heaven- 
ly Father, Lord and Matter hath giyen us 19 
do : To find our and diſcover the 1ll Condit 
on and unſound Conſtirution, the. Incurvarion 
and Depreſſion of our. Souls ; the Vinoluy, 


moral Deformiry, and wretched Degeneracy of . 
our 


a good Dnty in evil Dates. 1g 


our Nature ; the Sickneſs and Weakneſs, Dif 
order and Dittemper of all our Faculries ; rhe 
ill Benr, and wrong, Biaſs, and perverſe In- 
clination of our - Minds and Wills, Hearts: 
and Aﬀections : To obſerve and bewail that 
lamentable aTT#&a, and unhappy rTRegunmns; 
the hanging and flagging of our Souls ings, 
the drooping and moulting of our Souls ; thelr' 
loſing thoſe noble Feathers. by / which- they 
ſhould nimbly raife themſelves, . and-ifly and 
ſoar/as high as God, and mount up-and aſpire 
to. heavenly Things. : To be truly. ſenſible of, 
and fadly affected with the' Mutiny and Re- 
beliton of the brurtiſh and inferidur Faculties of 
our Souls againſt the higher - Power. and- fove- 
raign-Faculry of our Reaſon: : And ro endea- 
vout, what: i -us lies, 'by all- poſſible means 
ro recover and: rechfy, to purifie and (ublimare 
our. Heave n-vorn1 Souls; and roulſe well and 
rightly our. /eei7g and foreſeeing; our intelleu- 
al and; efeftive Faculnies and Powers: To open: 
and'clear. che Eye. of our Souls, ro improve 
and hezghrenour Reaſon; ro ripen and itreng- 
then our! Judgmear, '20 enlarge and-widen- our 
- Underttandiag, :and ro-live and act /iutably 
| and apreeably to 'r3ght \Reaſon, and the 1lober 
- Diftares and mok. mature Judgment of a ſound 
and fold Underitanding:: 'to-confulr 'the'di- 
vine Oracles, and ſearch the ſacred. Seriptures:; 
and thence more Ctearly to gather, nx fully. 


to diſcover our: finful miſerable: Srare by Na- 
tare':;. lo leara-plainly and certainly from di- 
wine Revelation the particular Manner: of: oar- 
Apoltacy. and Deſectioany the” Univerlaluy: of 
| 3 our” 
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our Deprayation and Corruprion, our. Obliga- 
tion to Puniſhment for our [Tranſgrefſfion and 
Rebellion, and the ready Way and infallible 
Means of our happy Recovery and Reſtiruti- 
on-t0 the-Image and Favour of God : And 
our of a deep Senſeand Feelzng of all our Sin 
and Guilr, and ſpiritual Impotency and Ina- 
biliry, to ſeek Gods Face and Favour in Chrift, 
ro ſeek his Grace: and. Strength 3 and with 
Faithfulnes and-Diligence to w/e his Grace, and 
aft wn hy Strengtls ; And in the Uſe of Reaſon 
which is. Mans proper Vtenſi/) and ' by the 
Help of Divine Grace, to govern our Senſes 
ro tame . our wild and extravagant Fancies, 
to curb our Appetite, . ro moderate our Aﬀecti- 
ons, to þridle our violent and boiſterons Paffi- 
ons, and 'to keep our Bodies and. rebellious 
Fleit .jn an orderly SubjeCtion ro our Souls. 
Faithfully 'ro- purſue Principles of Conſcience, 
and. to live ſtrictly nnder the Power of  Princi- 
ples > To exerciſe our fehues .to have alwayes 4 
Conſcience: void of Offence both towards God, aud | 
towards Men ':: To perform a Courte of fin- 
cere: Obedienc to: the: reycated Wilt: of God, 
. and the good Inftirutions.and' excellent Laws 
-of: Chriſt: To make Religion our. Work and 
ByGneſs.:- Ta. be: blameleſi; ad: bharmlefs, to: be 
- uſefial andbexemplary- in our Stations and Re- 
lations : To ſerue: our. Generations: according. to 
. the Vl of God:: Towatch and take all potli- 
ble- Adyantages of daily doing and receiving 
Good; and:/by patient continuance in. well-doihs 
wh provide: for Houour: and Glory and Inomartal:- 
x audtaſeaueablefied and /happy _ 


way — 
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Time is allotred us for Proof and F.44/ of us © 
And now God looks to ſee whar-we will'o# 
with ir ; He waits to beholt how we wall 1m- 
prove it 7» God expects we ſhould make a w/e 
arid a good! Choice in it : That we ſhould uſe 
the neceſſary Means for the fure obtaipment 
of our defired End : That we ſhould /ive up 
to-the Ends of Life; anſwer the Ends both of 
our Creation and Redemption : Thar we 
ſhould live not merely the animal, but chiefly 
the rational, angelical, divine and ſpirirual Life : - 
That we ſhould nor live and att at Ramwdone ; + 
bur thar' we ſhould , - in ſeveral Inſtances, and- - 
on "all Occaſions, approve our ſelves tri - 
Imitators and cloſe Followers of God and his - 
Sen Jefus Chrift, fairhful Freends ro God and : 
Religion, Frzexds to our (elves and our unmor-- 
ral:Souls : Thar we ſhould pf the Time of 
or” Syjourning here in Fear ; 1 hat we jhould: 
be ruled by the Hopes and Fears. of anothet 
Life : That we 1hould live as thoſe that have. 
{crious and farisfying Apprehentions of rhe a- 


feen M/orld : That we ſhould live and walk -in 


believing and delightful Fore-thoughts and Fore- - 
#aſts ot the Glory to come : That we ſhonkd 
ue this VPYfId"'as if we uſed it nt, and have-: 


-our Converſation inf Heaven, and learn the Max-- 


ers of the heavenly: City and celeſtial Coun - 


try, and give our Minds .to fach Pleaſures as ; 
axe moſt propey 16 the vther State : That we-: 


ſhould Jabour by Heaven: moral (which. is: an 
bows bp Frame and Temper}; Converſation. 
e) 


and Life) to-be prepared tor - Heaven loeal, the: 


"Star and Recepwde-of _ the Bleſſed; - By:en- 


wings 
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rring intg-an heavenly State, and getting Hea- 
xefi firſt into us, to fit our felyes ro enter into 
Heaven ar lait : By becoming the Spiritual 
Children'ef Abraham, Followers . of Abrahams 
Faith and; Obedience, to be'aprt'ro receive our 
Reit and' Repoſe in Abrahams Boſam : 'Thas 
we- ſhould unteignedly addi# and.deyore ous 
ſe ves to Goodneſs, conttantly endeavour ta 
habituate our ſelves to true Piery, and real /ub- 
ftantial Godlinels and Rehgion ; to attain that 
Purity of Heart, thole gracious Aﬀections, thoſe 
heavenly, divine and God-like Vertues 3. and to 
maintain thar Life of Holineſi and Spirituality; 
which will ſuitably qualify, and make us meet 
{or the bleſſed Viſion and Fruition of God, in 
the heavenly, ſupernal Kingdom of Gloxy : 
Which wull reconcile our very Natures to that 
perfectly pure and holy State 5 diſpoſe and 
encline us ro love, and delight our felves. in 
God ; and frame and fit us ro be for ever the 
bleſſed Objects of Gods complacential Love:: 
and. which will prepare us tor the comfort- 
able, delectable Enjoyment of the Spirits of 
ff: Men made perfett. God now expects that 
1we-ſhould do rhe ork of Tims, in Time ; 
Thar we ſhould »/e the Price pur: into ous 
. Hands, and for a certain appoinred Time walk 
wuh Warchfulneſs and\/Cucumſpection,  kee 

a [due Decorum in all our Carriages, and ack 
a vertuous, prudent, commendable Part, in the 
Sight of God, Angels, and Men, upon. the 
Sage: of -this lower World, before we be. ad- 
: Vanced higher, . and tranſlated hence (into. thoſe 
Upper Regions and glorious Manſigns. : ;I bar 


we 
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we ſhould quit our {clves like Men, and | be” 
have our ſelves like Chr;/tians, in this preſent 
Grate of Nurture and Diſcipline, Trial and. Pro- 
bation 3 that fo vve: may be. capable of 2 bleſ- 


| ed Remard, and an hogourable Retribution in' 


the other World ; and at laſt may come. to 
be equal to the Angels of God in Heaven ; Mat. 
22.39.Luke 20.36.yea, to be like the very bleſſed 
Son of Gad himſelf, and to enjoy the happy Fel- 
loyyſhip of Saints and Angels, and the. Come 
any and. Sociery of the- bleſſed Triniry,toall 
nity,ta the unfeen and uneonceivable Glory. 
OQur-grear . .Creator . and, wiſe Governoug, 
when he giveth. and continyeth Time tro us, 
expects from us, . rhat, whatever it coſt us, what- 
ever ſenſual Pleaſures we deny our felyes,whar- 
ever worldly Profit or Honours: we refuſe or 
ble, whatever we be pur to de or Juffer iQ 
this World ; we very faithfully. ſpend aur 
Life-rime jn the conitant Exerciſe of right 
Reaſon and. true 'Relzgion, and improve all ipe- 
cial Opportunities ro our {pirirual and eternal 
Advantages: * Time and Opportuniry -are 
Lilents with which we are mtruſted ; and;there- 
fore they are to be traded with, and,not ro be 
hid ,in a Napkin, much leis, tg bg ſpent, and: 
walted;in rzotoug, Ling. ., , Ad he langer. Time 
God. gives. us,. the more; Daies, and . Weeks, 
and Months, and. Years,. and. Seaſons,. and 


.Opporraniries. he affords, ,us., ro work. the 


Work of God,. to..abound.in the Work af. the 


Lord, 10, rapeat of, our.Sins, .rq work, out our 


;own..\Salvation, . 9; do:good. io ar he 
'Helpess of their Faith, and Furrherers of chew 
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Salvation ; the more. Advantapes he affords us 


ro theſe Purpoſes, rhe greater Improvement | 


he looks for fronrus : And we find him com- 
laining for want of it : Chriſt fays concern- 
mg Fezebel, I gave her Space to" repent of her 
Fornication, and ſhe vp not. you 2.21, 


And- he ſpeaks to Feryſalems, even weeping ; If | 


thon hadft known, even thou, at leaft in this thy 
Day, the Things which belong umro thy Peace, 
Lake: 19. 42. Andm the Parable, he that 
_ plartted the Fip-rree. 1m his Vine-yard, Coin- 
plaid, * Behold, theſe three Tears Teome ſeching 
Fruit on this Fio-tree; and find none.” Luke 13. 7, 
Thar 1s the ph 
the-Time, and 'wharever 1t coſt us; uſe and 
improve it to all poſſible Advantages ro otir 
ſelves and others, becauſe our Time and Oppor 
Funitzes are afforded us by God to this very End 


an ' Purpoſe. | 
The ſecond Additional Reaſon. 


We ſhould | carefuly and faithfully redeem 
the-Time, becauſe we have all of 1s loft. much 
Time already. 

''4r'is to be feared, chat ſome uf: us "have loſt 
vur® whale Time ever -| fince- we came into the 
World ; 'hirveRtood idle af the' Dit long hiher- 
; have done notbing at all for God's Glory, 

or forthe Salvation of our owri”'and others 
ee mak on fore mr all fo 
on; felves more Work.to do, There 

ett FP fear, fo fer frown having a 
Ver THE that” they | kww mot as yer whd 


Wark 
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Reafon ; : We muſt redeem | 
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Work they have to do; thatare as yer grofly 
ionorant of the Terms and Conditicns of the 
New Covenant. 

And of thoſe that :have hrown atid  wunder- 
ood them, how few have conſidered and con- 

ſented ro them, ſincerely kept and faithfully 
perform'd rhem ! How many among us have 
livd in practical Atheiſm, in habirual Non- 
arrendance upon God, and in a grots Neglect 
of their furure Welfare and eternal Good ? 
livd withour atty Scxce and Tafte and Feeling 
of God, or of divine Things? lived in a very 
brutiſh, ſenſual, fleſh-pleaſing Life / 

And fuch- of us as have nor graze loft our 
Time, yer how much of it have we watted ? 
how confiderable a Part of it have we fool'd 
and trifled away ? Might we notmind God and 
Religion, a State of Immorrality, and a glori- 
ous Frernity' move than we have done ? 
little -Knowleds' have we - got of God, haw 
ſmall Acquaintance with' tim ? how little 
Communion and Fellowthip have. we enjayed 
with the Father, and with his Son Jetus 
Chriſt, rhrough -the- bleſſed: Spirit -> © Whar 
Degrees of Aﬀet#ion do we ſhit: -rerain tothe 
Things of the *V/irld > © which we: might have 
become. more mortified 'to, © and weaned from. 
How ' roo too frequently ' predgminant and 
maſteyly are our- Senſes.2 hovy and im- 
petuous are our Paſſions.? how vidleng and 
unruly are onr Lyfts and Corraprions,/? How 


ſhore: and "narrow, how flat and low, How 


weakParid impotent is our Reafor® which might 
dened 


have been heightned 'and' improved wi 


and: 
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and enlarged, .and. ' grown;: mare ſtrong and 
miſculine, ſober and-,johd, How nfirm and 
infantile-is our Faith ? hovy feeble our Graces ? 
hoyy.,mtau. our \Experiences:?- ' how ſmall our 
Comforts ? : v 
Let's reflect back a litrle,. and ſeriouſly con- 
fider what Opporrunities we , have ler flip, 
what Advantages we have loſt of doing and 
receiving . good 1n the World : Might nor we 
have relieved rhe Poor, and Chriſt -in the Poor? 
and, viſited. rhe Sick, and . Chriſt -1n- rhe Sick 
oftener thanye have done ? Might we nor have 
been the happy Inſtruments of raugh more good in 
the Pariſhes and Places where we have lived ? in 
compoling Differences, and. making Peace @> 
mong -our Neighbours, ,in- warning .the unru- 
ly, awakening, convincing, converting, - reco- 
vering. the Ungodly? . Mighe we not haye 
been as the Auge(s-10. Lot, haitening ſome our 
gf, $odermy; and. have ſaved ſome with Fear, pul- 
ing. them qut of. the Fire Might we nor have 
ſhined as Lights, as Torches,| as Stars.. in..the 
World 2 Might we not have been,mare uſeful 
aad ferviceable, more exemplary; and imitable 
inour Lves,more conſcientious inour Dealings, 
Dore faubfulin our Relations, more ſtrict and 
haly- 1n/ our. Families than. vye have; been? Haw 
vyell migbr. yve. have ſpared Time to have, pa- 
ſtructed our Families,to havecarechiſed our:Chy- 
dren. and” Servants, to have admoniihed and 
xhorted one, another more frequent ly-rhan we 
ve done ? How many, precious, Hers, haveidly 
pt away from us,and run waſte, which might 
haye been well beltow in Reading, Hearing, 
[+:24 rayer;., 
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Prayer, Confeſſion; Medirarion, Self-cxamina- 


rion, holy Society -and Chriſtian Communion? 
Yea, many a, Time, vyhen the holy Spirit of 
God has ſecreatly mov'd and prompred us to per- 
form.a particular Duty ; When yve have had 
ſometimes »( though in a more rtacite Way ) 
ſuch an, bint as that of Sr. Auſtin's, was, Tolle, 
lege;; tolle, lege ; rake. up the Bible, and read 
n it; ger it, 1nto-thy Cloſer, and pray to rhy 
Fark in ſecrer,; vve have ſinfully diverted, 
and;foughr an, Occaſion, and ſtudied an Ex- 
cuſero turn off from it. 
The more we have birherto neg/efed golden 
Opportunities, the better ler. us nqw 3mprove 
them: Haye ;we been, zale formerly? why, noyv 
ers... be. ſo much rhe more. buſily employed. 
Have vye {ter d, away a great Part of the Day 
in the. Lord's Vincyard'? let us. novv work. fo 
much the harder. 'the remaining Part of the 
Day, . Have we hitherto ſtood fil; or: mov'd 
but ſlowly ? let's now : vvith the Sun refoyce te 
run aur Race... Sant Paul had along Time been 
out "of the Way * but vvhen once he, was Ig 
into *the right Way, he preſſed toward the Nor : 
rmoxonmy exe Phil. 3. 14. the.very ſame 
Wird by which he exprefleth his former Perſecu- 
ton; idloga ; Aﬀs 22. 4. As he eagerly pur- 
ſued the one, ſo afterward he as earneſtly fol- 
loyved the other : He was as zealous inthe 
Practice, as he bad been before in the Suppreſſi- 
on of Chrilt's Religion. es - 
It is, our Duty to redsem the Time; becaule 
mach Time 1s mis-ſpent already : "Tis St. Peter's 
Argument, that ſhould no longer live the Vol of 


our 
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onr .Time in. the Fleſh to the Luſts of MenÞit 
to the Will of God : For the. Time paſt of ws 
Life, 'faies he, may ſa fce us' tb have. wroupht. the 
Will of the Gentiles, © when 'we walk'd ih Laf- 
crviouſneſs, Lufts, E xceſs of Wine, Revellings, 
Bee and abominable Idolatries. 1 Pet. 
4. 2 We have hererafore done tauch for 
Satin lirrle for God; and God knows, little 
enoiiÞh-for out own Sorts © We have tivell to 
very ill, or to very ſmall Purpote in the Warld, 
ever ſince vye came into'the World ; and'are 
at : preſent lamentably bebind-hand *: Novy then 
it's hizh Time for us to lay out our ſelves to 


pur ,"10 lay out our fefves ro the utmoſt 
vr God: vey be 2ealads; nd "active for 
God, and r9pH | UNRPen'k Spins oreat- 


I concerts = to be; ligios "in Fat 
Inſtances, "in 'vyhich vv "hays ah been 
VICIOUS Of TheurTOuS : and to beſtovy our Time 
eſpecially m' the Performance of thofe Duties, 
_ the Exerche of thoſe Graces, that are com- 
woo our Nemer Unful "Practices; or {Beob 
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li concerns us highly ro redeem the Time,, be: 
caitſe the Time that remains is very ſhort, and m- 
certain ; "and our ſpecial Opportunities far orter, 
and "more "uncertain ; and the Wark, we have to 


do, very 
't The Tome that rerhains 1s very ſhort. Our 


SoRSikt. Life-tinie 18 bitta very lhort Space novy, 
in Compariſdn, of vvhat Men livd —_"P 
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Floud ; bur a few daies, :and-thofe fwifter than 
4 Weaver's Shuttle , than a\Pcft' or. Racer onthe 
Land : They paſs away as rbeſwifte: Ship upen the 
Sea,as the Eagle that hafteth to thePrey. ' Our Dazes 
upon Earth are like a Shadow that declineth ; that 
changeth. and is liker Darkneis every Moment: 
like Graſs, which in the Morning flamiſheth and 
groweth up, in the Evening 8 cit down and witber- 
th. Wh ſpend our Tears like. a Tale that is: told- 
Now, if a Tale be: pledfant, you know Time 
paſſeth away ſo quickly iwthetelling of it, rhat 
is ſcarce perceived either 'by. Speaker or 
Hearer. - Our Life is as a Vapour, a Smoak ; 
"ns gone preſently. Our Dujes are a8an Hard: 
breadth. Phe whole of. our' Lites but a Spar; 
and itmay-be rhe: Remainder gburan cb. Qur 
whote- Lite 'is buria Dus ;, and ir:may the ' we 
have pait the grearett Parvof rxawcady, anda 
few Hours or Moments will 1e rve: to mcalure all 
_ lefr cu mr | 9 

welook back on our Years, rhedany» 
eft Life will teen buria om ban . and-why 
thonkd we reckon the Reminder: by. any. ether 
Meafure 2 which with many, us thewery :cour[E 
of Nature, is-bur fmall and fhoft in» Compart- 
lon'of the former. The ſucceeding : Part of 
our Lives will be gone and-quite patt over ere 
we are aware. 

Ir is not fo proper to ask, when we-thall die * 
as, when we thall make an Ed of dying 2 for 
lurely, we have been dying,” ever lince we Were: 
born : we have: been going our” bf: ithe World, 
ever fince we came into the World: As notonly: 
the Sands that fall /aſt of all, burall that run 
Our 
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our from-the very! firſt, do. properly. empty the 
Haw !afi: Sothe laſt How in which we ceaſe 
ro: be, - dotft nor. alone. effett, buronly finiſh 
our© Death. 
rener, ſaies Seneca | Ep. 1,]: We are dead al- 
ready ro yelterday and tother Day, and all the 
former  Daies . of our Lives :: Dearh. is pol. 
{els'd of alt that is-palt; + | 

\.-And how does Death .ſeife, .as.on' our Time, 
fo: on our Bodies by:Degrees? As it iS-iri the De 
cay of 'an-Haſe, ;there falls down a Window, 
then' a Peice of a Wall, then a a Door : & 
ris; with the Houſe of - this - earthly Tabernact : 
Death - ſeifeth- wpob --our Teerh, and makes 
the-Grinders ceafſe,: becauſe they -are few : Eccles, 
12. 3. upot:ourEyes;:and makes us dim-fight- 
ed : -opon-ouri Ears,; and makes:us..rhick .of 
Hearing $ n / our:;Feer -and Hands; our 
Limbs and: Joints, atid-makes thena weak and 
feeble, ſtiff and cold. We decline 'and haften 
apace-to our: Jong: Home; and are fitly id 
ro'beifra; | orecdfing-R/..39:4- Qur Life is ſhort 
And; 2," It #. rmncertaun how ſhort 3t may bes 
Young '/ ones:inay \be:{narch'd away: in their: 
Childhood) or Woth:..;;Lhere were as many: 
Lambs and Kids {acrificedunder the Old Law, 
as Gear: and: old; ſheep. "They that have eſcap- 
ed in their Youth,may be cur off in the mid't of 
their Daics:/: /Þhe-itrongelt may go as well as 
the weakeſt; andthe haitieſt of all may go, ſoon- 
eſt, *lron-.and ys og melt, as well as Clay 
»molder'/ Poflibly:-fome Frum may hang on rill\ 
it's fo- ripe that/it falls and; drops down of 1» 


{f, bur mot of the Fruit. is vialently. plucke: 
' or | 


| 
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of ſhaken down while it's /raw and: green. It 


,you;go inro-a.Porters. Shop; -*and:.fee a great 


company of ; Earthen Pots;.and ſhould ask - the 
Owner; which. of theſe would break firſt 2 
He would rell you, Nor that which was firſt 
-made, | but that which firſt got a Fall. Ts 
common for rhem-ro go firſt ro the Winding» 
ſheet, who came laſt fromi the Homb:" Weare 
Earthen Veſſels, brntle Ware, - and may quick- 
ly .per:4 Knock or Fail, and | crack;, and 
break. E 0:5 420 
How'many Perſons have loft: their Lives by 
very ſtrange and fad Accidenty'? © Some, and 
grear ones too, ' have fallen fuddenly by an 
Ebuds'Dagger,, a'\Rawilliach or; Feltons:Knile. 
A: poiſoned:'Forch did ferve to light:the Carr 
dinal of: Lorrain to his long home. -.:*- Fatrus 
* ſurnamed tht Painter. (as a learned Biſhop : 
' with-variety remarked our” of'' Hittory):iwvas 
* chaalgd with an Hair in a Meſs. of: Mnlke 
* Adrian the: fourth with a Flie; Anacrednh 
with a 'Raiſn, 'Dirulus: Polpems: with a Rear, 
* Cafitnirrthe ſecond,” 'Kznpioff Poloniay! ubitba 
' tittle Praught of Wine ;. "Varqumiue Ptifens 
*emath a; Fifh-bone.. ' Lacia, the' Siſter of: fawes 
* lus the Emperour, :playing' with her little "Son, 
*w4s wormded in her \Breaſt with: a Needle, and 
* tied. The great "Lawyer Baldus” playing: with 
*a little Dog 'was bitrez) upon the' Lyp,- inſtantly 
$\grew mad and periſhed: So'far that great and 
excellent: Author. :A»little: Braife ow the! Toe 


4a4d to have killed Amilius L.epidus. 1 have 


of ſeyeral thar have died by the 'tutring 
of a Corn upon their Toe, : a Place remote trom 
the 
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the Heart: andave-read of a Perſon,' 'who 


afcer fixteen| Years Travel, and enduring. 


much Hardneſs abroad, rerurung home died 


of an Hurt in his T!hmb. The plucking bur a | 


fingle Hair off the Breaſt of a Nobleman in 
the Great Moguls Court, cauſed an incurable 
Cancer wi his Fleſh, and proved as mortal as the 
teermy outs Very Heart. M0 

How:many Perſons have died. in the midft 
of Spatrt and Merriment, excefiive Laughter, 
and roo greata Joy ? And what a Number 
have been found' unexpectedly and ſuddenly 
dead 1n their Beds 2? 

We are obnoxious ro numerous perillous 
Diſeaſes, , ſubject to. various violent Paſſion, 
and expoſed-to a thoutand Caſualties and Con- 
tinpencies, any one of which may quickly be 
the ' Death of 'us. We are in Danger of pe- 


Fithing by falling into'rhe Warer, or into the 


Fiee ; by the firing, or fall of ſome part of an 
Houſe; by the: fall of a Coach, the fall of 
an:Horſe, 'or:a-fall off-an Horie. We know 
nor how::lootva Yem may breaki, and fer out 
our Blood;and ILife : How foon-an Apne may 
fhake us to Death ; as 1t did rhe. grear Tamer- 
lare, in. the midlt of his great Hopes, and 
greateſt Power, when be was preparing for 
rhe utter rooting out of. the Orboman Family, 
and. rhe Conquett and: Qverthrow of the Greek, 
Empire. We know not how foon a Droſit 
may drown-us, ' how faen a Fever may burn 
us up, how -ſoon.. a ''.Qumcy may - ftop: our 
Brearh, how ſoon an Apoplexy may bereave us 
of our Senſes and.of our Lives, how ſoon we 
| may 
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a good Duty in evil Daies, 143 
may groan. under deadly Gripes, how ſoon the 
Peſtilense. may- ſmite us, and cleave unto us 
WJ} it bas quite conſumed us. Every Pore in 
our Bodies is a Door at which Death may en- 
ter in, If we had as many Hands as Hazrs on 
our Heads, they, would not be able ro ſtgp up 
all thoſe Paſſages ar which Death may creep 
in unawares. We know not but that ſame 
leaſe is now breeding in, our Bodies, which 
will ſhortly make an End of us. Bleſſed be 
God, we are now free from Pain, but ere; long 
we may: be even diltracted with it. To day 
we are well, and in good Health ; bur zo 
marrow we may be ſick, hearr-ſick,, ſick unto 
Death ; and the next Day. laid. m our Cofins, 
and lodged in our Grayes. Many are gone 
befare us, who were likely cnough to outleve 
w.; and who knows but our turn may be the 
very next. Thx Night, mine, thy Soul may 
be required of us; and to, mwrrow Morning 
the Bell may give notice of our Death. We 
are,apt 29 1magine, . that.we may. continue in 
the: World till we have effected all, we deſign ; 
and yet we have no Promiſe. of Gods, nothing. 
but our owee Preſumptien.to ſecure us of longer 
Life. And to be ture, the Grearnefi and Mul- 
titude: of our Sins give us Cauſe to fear the 
Feaneſi of our Daics, and'Shortneſs of our Lives: 
To fear, leſt every Sickneſs ſhould ; prove our 
Heath;;. and leit oyr Death ſhould prove ous 
Damnation. hs 4 
..If we conſider, how little need God has of 
us ; how many better than our ſelves go be- 
Jare us ; how yeleſs and worthleſs, - how un- 
profitable 
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profitable and unſerviccabte "we are” in the 
World ; what ari high Provotation our heinogs 
v1ns are unto Gods infinite Holineſs and J1- 


{tice ; and how many Waies there'are of ſnarch- 


ing us away, and removing us hence ; we 


cannbt bur confeſs, thar it is a! thouſand to one' 


, 


if ever we reach ro an old Age, 

You thar/ are old indeed, have reaſon'to &on- 
clade; . rhar your Time' is ſufficiently ſhoty + 
your Pulſe can beat compararively bur 'a few 
Strokes more: your'Sun draws low, is almbit 
ſer : your Glaſi is almo!'t run : your Life is a- 
mott done : you have on? Foot in the Grave al- 
ready - you ſand upon the Brink of Sh 
and tread upon the Borders of 'anorher Wortd'+ 
And wilt you'be guilty of tuch prodigious #* 
cduſideracy, tttl velut ex pleno & abundanti 'pey- 
dere 7 when you have but' a "few Dates of 
Hours'remaining, ro ſpend as extravagantly. as 
iF you had*al/ your Years before you 7 ' * 

' You. rhat are weak and” intirm, fickly and 
&hifi6," have rex{bn' to tetkoti your Tun? m- 
eld” and rot to filter your felves; atid"lay, 
Mat erbarkd2 Poll lod long. 73 Th 
2BfÞ efpdially yo! tar are wilfilly wicke 
atid tmpenitent, *have'reaton ro determme rhar 
you Hthve br lng tollve: ' How can you hope, 
char God ſhould pur another Talent, and rruitt 


1 ntw 'Stotly” F Tun m' the” Hands 'of fuch | 


0 ; K ns { 
PPaipals bs YOU baVE Beet hit he fold 
ive tuch Rekels longer Time to affront and 
Gibco? him? Thar he ſhould ſuffer your to 
lroe who' know not how to live, and care not how 


yo4 live : who do not underſtand or _— 
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for what ir was you came into the World * 
Thar he ſhould allow you one Day more, who 
never yet knew how to ſpend and improve an» 
one Day as ye ought * You have Ground 
enough ro expect, that the continuing and 
lengrhening out of your Sins will extremely 
diminiſh and lefſen, curtail and ſhorren your 
Daies : You have reaſon ro fear every Howr the 
Loſs of . your Lives, and of all Poſſibiliry of 
Repentance ; thar zou thall be removed, and 
room made for worthier Perſons ta ftand up 1n 
the Places which you {o unprofitably and per- 
niciouſly rake up in the World. 

Our Time is ſhort, and therefore ler us lay 
preſent hold upon that ſmall Remnant of ha#ty 
Time, which poſterh away whether we work 


or Pay 
S take with us Wards, and ſay to God 


with the devour Herbert, 


O let thy Height of Mercy then 
Compaſſionate ſhert-breathed Men 
Oh ! gently treat 
With thy quick, Flow'r, thy monuent any Bloom. 
Wreſe Life ſtill preſſmg 
Is one undreſjmg, 
A ſteady aiming at a Tomb. 


Lets daily prepare to die, by earneſt im- 
portutiate Pleading with God tor Pardon of 
din, and Sandctification, and Sence of Par- 
don, and of our Firneſs for Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs, - that ſo we may certainly die ſafely, 
and comfortably. 


H Ard, 
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And, by the Help of God, ler's double our Dir 
ligence and Activity, and endeavour ro'do a 
great deal of Wark 1n a little Time. You know, 
Nature at the Approach of ' Death uſually acts a 
double Part, and puts forth all its Strengrh. 
Bells, when about ceaſing, ſtrike thicker than 
before. A Stone, the nearer it comes to its 
Center, the faſter it moves. When Night draws 
on,-- the Traveller mends his Pace. Cobniider- 
ng we haye but a few Dares, let's labour to 
live them all, to lole none of raem-': © $0 0 
lead our Life, that we may be able ro enjoy our 
paſt Life, by making ſweer and comfortable 
Refleions upon it ; which 1s in a-manner to 
enlarge our Age, and after a ſort, to live twice, 

We haye bur a-:/zttle while to live; let us 
therefore {tudy and ftrive to /zve well. Our 
Life is juſt like a Comedy (faics Seneca, -Ep.'7.) 
ir matters nor ſo much how long, as how well 
it is acted. 

He lives /ong, that lives well : who in a few 
Years is very uſeful and ſerviceable. unto.God, 
and greatly profitable and beneficial ro the 
World. "The Anthor of the Book of Zifdens, 
fays concerning Enoch, who was the ſhorteſt 
liv'd of the Patriarchs before the Flood, bur 
an eminent Pattern of Piery, and a rare Exem- 
plar of walking with God, thar he being per- 
fefted or conſummated in a ſhort Time, fulfilled 
a long. Time. (Chap: 4: Verl.:13.) For (as the 
fame Author a lime before does well expreſs 
it, Verl. 8, 9.) Honourable Age 1s not that whish 
ftandeth in length of Time, . nor that which # 


meaſured by Number of Tears : But Wiſdom # | 
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the gray Hair unto Men, and an unſpotted Lite 
1 ola Ape. 

Lucilius having in an Epiſtle ro Seneca ſadly 
lamented the immature untimely Death of 
Metrona&es the Philoſopher, who might, and 
in his Conceir, oughr ro have lived longer : 
The grave Moralift ſealonably checks his carſe- 
leſi unjuſt Complaint of Providence, and takes 
Occahon in his Antwer to diſcourſe uſefully 
and excellently in this mariner ; Our care 
ſhould be (faies he) not to live long, but to live 
enough. Life # loyg, if it be full. What good 
do exghty Tears do him that ſpends them all idly ? 
Such a Perſon did not live, but only linger in 
Life ; nor did he die late, but was a long Time 
dead. But you make your moan, that he died 
young and green : yet he performed the Offices of a 
good Citizen, a good Friend, .a good Son, he was 
deficient in no part that properly belonged to him. 
Though hs Age was smperfett, his Life was perfe&t. 
He liv Jd, yea he was bere eighty Tears, unleſs you 
will reckon he liv'd no otherwiſe than Trees are ſaid 
to live. I pray thee, my Lucilius, let us endea- 
vour, faies he, that as preciouw Things, ſo our 
Life, though it be not of any great Extent and 
Length, yet may be of much Weight and Wirth « 
Let us meaſure it by Work, and nit by Time. 
Wouldſt thou know the Difference between hins 
that ſpent ſo few, and another that hath paſſed 
over many Tears 2 The ons? lives even after Death, 
the other per:ſhed before Death. Let us therefore 
praiſe him, and place him in the Number of happy 
Perſons, who, how little Time ſerver he enjoyed, 
mas crreful to beſtaw it well. FVy do you inquire 

- MY 449 
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how lang he lived ? He livd to the Memory and 
Benefit of Poſterity. As there may be a perfef 
Man in 4 leſs Habit of Body, ſo there may be a 
perfet Life in a leſs Meaſure of Time. Do you 
demand what the largeſt Space of Life ? It ys 
to live till we attain to Wiſdom : He that ar- 
reves to that, 3s come nat to the lonpeſt End, but 
the greateſt, He livd not ſo many Tears as he 
might : Wy, a Book may contain but a few 
Verſes, and yet be very laudable and uſeful. 

He thar attains the Exd of Life, though his 
Time be ſhert, yet his Life is longs, becauſe he 
lives much in 4 little :. Like him thar writes 
- ſmall}, thick and cloſe, having much to write, 
- and bur a little Paper to write in. When the 
Nznivites had - bur forty Daies allowed them, 
they made uſe of that Space to exerciſe a nora- 
ble Repenrance 1n. 

Qur Tune is ſhort and very uncertain ; let 
our Improvement therefore be as ſpeedy, and 
as great as may be. Ler our Care be to live 
alwaies hol:ly, thar we may never icar dying 
Juddenly, nor dread the I hought of being ſur- 
priſed and taken unprovided. If we cannot be 
certain of longer enjoying this preſent mortal, 
rrantitory Late ; Oh ler's not be contented to 
de as uncertain of our obtaining a berrer be- 
ing, and an endleſs Life, when this is conclu- 
ded and expired. 

3. Our ſpeczal Particular Opportunities are 
auch ſhorter than our Time, and more uncertain. 
"Though the $:a4/k remain, the Flower may be 
gone : Though ſomewhar of Time may be left, 
yet Oppartunity may be flipt. But ths T ſay, 

Brethren, 
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Bretlren, the TIME IS SHORT : 1 Cor. 
7. 29. the Word 1s evvsmAne;& contrafted or 
ſhortened. Ir 1s an Alluſion” ro Sea faring Men, 
that have almo!t done their Voyage, and be- 
gin to ſtrike Sazl ; are ready to roll and fold up 
their Sails rogerher, ro put into Harbour, and 
ro £0r0 unlade rheir Goods. 

Our ſpecial Seaſons are very ſhort, and un- 
certain "things. We may quickly be laid up- 
on Sick-Beds, and unfirred by. a Diſeaſe for the 
Performance of thoſe Duries, which now we 
are free ro the Exerciſe of, We may ſuddenly 
fall into ſo weak a Condirion, thar an earneſt 
Care, and working Thoughts about the final 
Eftate of our Souls, would hinder the Cure 
and Recovery of our Bodies, and will be apr 
i@ be /a;d aſide upon that Pretence. In a Time 
of Sickneſi our Heads may be diſtempered, or 
our Hearts may be fſtraitned, rhat we cannor 
pray. We may poflibly loſe our Eſtates, that 
we cannot hereafter give to the Poor fo libe- 
rally as ow we may. It may be for the fu- 
ture we may not be excircd and f{uſcirared by 
ſuch good Motions as now we are. We may 
never be entruiied. with fuch rich Talents, nor 
have ſuch precious Opperrunities any more af- 
forded us as are at preſent vouchlafed ro us : 
Let's therefore zow improve them to- the wt- 
moſt : Let us make the beſt of them, and loſe 
none of them : Eſpecially conhdering, rhar as 
our Time ,1s ſhort and uncertain, and our ſþe- 
_ Opportunities ſhorter, and more uncertain ; 
9, 

4. The Work, ws have to do, ns very great. 'T'S: 
3 no 
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no ſlight and trifling Work, above all keepings 


to keep our Hearts : to prevail with our ſelves 
to make a Covenant with our Eyes, and per- 
form it : to turn away our Eyes from behold- 
ing Vanity, and from gazing on alluring Ob- 
jects : ro learn habztually ro govern our Tongues; 
to ſer a Watch over our Lips, that we ottend 
not with our Tongues, nor {peak unadviſedly 
with our Lips : to: take heed unto our Feet, 
and ro make ſtrezght Paths : to walk circum- 
ſpetly, Eph. 5. 15: accurately, exactly : ro 
{trive to enrer in at the ſtrait Gate, ro watch 
for our Souls, to work our our Salvation, ro 
make our Calling and Election fure : 10 pro- 
cure, and preſerve a Right and Title ro the 
heavenly Rintion.: ro get our Evridences for 


Heaven- fealed,. and ro keep rhem fo clears. 


irom Bots and Bhs that they may be plainly 


- read. 


It ' is. n6' fuoile Thins to repent of ſo many 
thouſand Sins:'and Follies, ro believe with all 
our' Hearts, -to 'obey rhe ſeveral Laws and 
Comrhands- of Chritt, and ro diſcharge and 
perform —UI—_— reſpective - Duties both 
rowards' God; towards our Neighbour, and 
rowards our felves. ''Tis no ſuch eaſy matter 
ro become able to refilt rhe Devil, ro tread 
Satan under our Feer ; to ger Victory over 
the World, to ſubdue our own Fleſh, ro deny 
our ſelves.; To reach and attain to ſuch a 
Degree of ſpiritual Nicenefs, - as nor ro endure 
the Impurity. of a Dycam, nor to allow our 
felves in fo much Anger as would diſorder and 
atturd a Child. 

Sin 
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Sin is not mortified on a ſuddain : Our old 
Man is nor crucihied in a Mement : The ſtrong 
Man is not diſarm'd and caſt our in an in- 
ſlant : The Plague of our Heart is not fo ſoon 
cured, our ſpiritual Leprofie fo quickly healed, 
nor our Ifſue of Blood fo preſently dried up. 
A corrupt Nature 1s nor {ſo eaſily changed : 
Il Habits and Cuſtoms are not fo read:ly bro- 
ken and laid alide : A craving Apperite is not 
immediately drawn of from ſentual Objects, 
nor our Inclinations to the 'T hings below van- 
quiſh'd and cenquer d with a ſinple and ſhort 
Conflict : Strength 1is-nor ſo ſpeedily gotren a- 
gain{t 'Temprations, nor Power over our Pat- 
kons, nor Conqueit obtain'd over our Cor- 
ruptions. Ir 1s not a wy ſo quick, a dif- 
patch ro fix and ſettle our Relolutions, to re- 
move {trong Prejudices, to reſolve our Doubts, 
to anſwer Gbjections and ſatisfy many weigh- 
ty and difficult Queſtions which will ariſe 
concerning our Souls and Spiritual Eitares. 
Tis a preat Work ſure, Employment and Bu- 
 fineſs enough for allour Time, to ger a Change 
of Mind, and Heart, and Lite : To ger Par- 
don of Sin, and Puri:y of Heart; To reco- 
ver the Favour and Friendſhip of God, and 
to regain the glorious Image and Likenels of 
God : To procure the Reconciliation of our 
Perſons and Natures to God ; To ger a Par- 
ticipation of the Divine Natnre, a Participa- 
tion of. Gods Holinets : To arrain a bletied 
Conformity in Spirit and Practice ro Chritt 
our Head : To geran affective rrans:ormative 
Knowledge of God and Chri:t, and a deep 
tH. 4 Imprets 
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Impreſs of the holy Goſpel upon our Hearts 
and Lives : To know rhe Goſpel, ro know 
God and Chritt fo, as rv become Gofpel-like, 
God-like, Chrilt-like Crcatures : To gain a 
good Meaſure of Grace and Holineſs, a root- 
ed Love to God and Goodneſs, a good Hope 
and a fetled well-grounded Peace of Conſt 
ence : To learn to be careful for nothing wich 
an anxious, diliruftful, dutracting, diviiling 
Care ; Phil. 4. 6. bur in every Eſtate and 
Condition of Life ro be humbly and cheer- 
fully content : To improve and {tir up the 
ſeyeral Graces of God in us : By Gods Aſiſt- 
ance to bring our ſelves to maintain a daily 
holy Communion with God, and a conttanr 
Converſation in Heaven : to prepare arighr 
for Death and Judgmenr : ro arrive to & 
Weanedneſs from this preſent World, ro a 
Deſire to depart and be with Chriſt, and to a 
Love of the appearing, and an earneit longing 
for the ſecond Coming of the Lord [elus. 

This hard Tak, and weighty Work will re- 
quire all ow Labour, and even take up every 
Hour. Ler's therefore vigoroaliy redeem the 
Tune, and induftriouſly pur ic to this Uſe, 
and diligently employ ic ro thx Purpsſe ; and 
daily fay the Prayer of Meſes, So teach 16 to 
mumbver cur Daics, that we may apply our Hearts 
unto Wiſdom. Pſal. 90. 12. Let's loſe none of 
our little Time upon unfruittul, wprofitable 
Things, till we have no more worthy and weigh- 
ry Things to | aa it in; and till we have 
Time to ſpare from more momentous, inportant 
Work : Bur ler's lay our Qur Tune in thoſe 


nece/].v'y 
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neceſſary Works which will comfort us met 
when we .come to die. 

The Mrk thar lies before us 1s great ;. ler's: 
therefore redeem the whole of our remaining. 
Time : redeem. it perfey (as far as in us lies) 
and redeem it conſtantly, to the very laſt ; and 
not purpoſely make the good Improvement of 
one Day an. Argument of mis-ſpending and; 
itling away the next : bur lay our every day. 
with Labour and Diligence in {o very great 
and good a Work. If. we intend. ro. redeem: 
the Lime, we muſt continue in well-doing :. 
Now a natural Ceſſation of the ACt, is nota: 
moral Diſcontinuance ; But only our Omiſſin. 
of any neceſſary Act, or our Doing a clean con« 
trary ACE :- I his is that. which we muit rake 
Care we do not become guilry of. 

We have no. reafon here to accuſe. and- caſt 
any Blame upon God, for giving ſo /ittle Time 
to us, and expeCcting fo. great and weighty a 
Work from us :. For, though. our Tune be 
ſhort of it ſelf, and we have. no ſpare Time 
to throw away in vain Pleaſures, or unneceſſary 
Employments. Yer, blefled be. God, the 
Tune he gives us is large and. long enough ro 
ſerve. all rational {piritual Ends ot. Lite, ro do 
all our neceſſary Work, and real Buſinets in, by: 
the Help of Gad, and.in the Strength of Chriſt. 
We have in the Dates of our Lives Space e- 
nough given . us for. Repentance, Time ſuffici- 
ent to diſpatch . the one Thing neceſſary t9- 
work .out our Salyarion, to . prepare. for Eter-- 
nity. 

And for our Com _ and Encouragement, . 

:J; | 14 
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if we be not grofly wanting to our ſelves, we 
may probably yet reform wharever is indiſpen- 
ſably requir'd of us, 'in the Time that 1s con- 
tinned and lengthned onr tro us ; if we zake 
up preſently and loſe and fquander away no 
more of it. Life 1s long enough, lates Seneca, 
(and ler me add, rhe Refidue of rhy Lite may 
proye long enough) if thon knoweſt but how to 
ſpend it well : And therefore be ſo prudent and 
ovident, as to uſe and improve that- little, 
which, if the Fault be nor thy own, may hap- 
pily ſerve to do thy'main Buſineſſ, to fave thy 
ul from periſhing everlaſtingly, and trom 
miſcarrying toall Erernity. 


The fourth Additional Reaſon. 


We fhould redeem the Time while we enjoy 
its becauſe we can neither bring Time back, when 
ence it i paſt unimprov d, nor any way prolong 
and lengthen out the Daics of our Lives, when 
Death comes to put an Evud and Period to them. 

1. We ſhould redeem the Time while we 
have it, becauſe we can never recall and: retrieve 
the Time of this Life, if once we loſe and let it 
flip unimproved. We can never live one Day 
of our 'Lives. over again. No Man will re- 
ſtore thy Tune (faies Seneca) or return thy loſt 
Opportunines to thee, and make thee Mater 
once more of thoſe Advantages which here- 
tofore thou hadit in thy Hands. If we would 
give the Fruit of our Bodies for the Redemption 
ef our Time, we can never purchatle ir into. | 
eur Hands again. Ir is reported ro have y_ 

e 
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the Speech of Prince Hn/y upon his Death- 
bed to a certain Lord, Ab, Tom, I now too 
late wiſh for theſe Hours we have ſpent in vain 
Recreations. Thar of him in the Poet was a 
very groundlels and fruitlels Defire, 


O mihi preteritos referat ſi Fupiter annos ! 


Oh that Jove would me reſtore 
The Tears that I have liv d before ! 


When our Time is juſt art an End, and we 
can hardly draw our Breath, twill be a la» 
mentable, deſperate Cale tor us then to cry 
our with that poor dittreſſed, afflicted Wo- 
man in Cambridge, Call Time again, call Time 
avin': a Thing impoilible ro be effected by 
any Cares or Endeavours, Prayers or Tears, 
Money or Price. The Time of Lite, cnc2 
loft, is irrecoverable and unred2emable ; And 
the ſad Apprehenſion of the irreparable Loſs of 
Time, will one Day prove an intolerable Tor- 
ment to roo late conhidering and awakened 
Souls. Let's therefore ule that Time well, 
which there can be no Fcevocarion of. 

2. As we cannor recover the "Time rhat 1s. 
pait, ſo we cannot make any Supplement or Ad- 
dition of new- and longer Time to the Dates of 
our Lives, when once Death comes to put 4 Fink 
to them. 

As we cannot add one Cxbit to our Stature, 
So Wwe cannot add one Mom:nt to the Meaſure 
and Number of our Daies. St. Grepory- in 4 
certain. Homily tells. us a. ſad Story of one: 
Chriſaurtus,, 
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Chriſaurius, a Nobleman, but a bad Liver ; as 
full of W/ickedneſi as Wealth ; who art lait was 
ſiruck with Sickneſs, and rhe fame Hour thar 
he was going out of the World, he ſeem'd to 
lee a Company of foul and black Spirits ttand- 
ing before him, and coming to drag him to 
the Hrfernal Pit : He began to tremble, to 


grow pale, to ſweat again, and to call out to. 


his Sen Maximw to came quickly to {ave and 
hap him :- When his Son and Servants came, 
they could ſee nothing ; but he himſclf, rurn 
which way he would, could ice nothing elſe 
bur thoſe evil Spirits which he could not en- 
dure to ſee ; and ina deſpairing Manner at 
lait cried our, Inducias. vel uſque mane, inducias. 
vel uſque mant : Let me have reſpite bur. rill 
to morrow, re{pite but till to morrow Morn- 
ing : And in this Perplexity he died imme- 
diately. The ſame Father makes this Ule of 
ir ; The Vilion did him no good, fays.he, bur 
letit do good to us, upon whom Gods Pati- 
ence waits. yet a while longer : Let us ſeriouſly 
think upon't, that we may not loſe our Time, 
ſays he, and then beg to live thay we may da 
our Duty, when we are forc d ta dig whether we 
will or n, 


The fifth Additional Reaſon. 
We ſhould diligently redeem the Time, be- 


cauſe we ſhall be certainly call'd to an Account 


far our. Time. Ecclel. 11. 9. Rejoice, Q young 
Man, in ty Touth, or, becauſe thou art young, 


dcalihy and firong (riz wife Man. here- ſpeaks. 


Iraucall) 
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Fonically ) and let thy Heart cheer thee in the 
Daies of thy Youth, and walk in the Waies of thy 
Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes : take 
thy Courſe : do what thou pleaſett : live as 
thou litteſt : lay noretftraint upon thy ſelf:deny 
thy ſelf nothing that Heart can wiſh : pleale 
thy Eye, graufy a Phanfie, farisfy rhy Ap- 
petite, and ler thy ſenſual Heart give Law to. 
thy whole Man: take thy Swing, thy Fill of 
Luſt and Pleaſure ; ger Gain, heap up Riches, 
acquire Honour, grow great inthe World, en- 
jy thy ſelf, take thine eale, ear, -drink, and 
be merry ; Bur take along with thee this ſad 
and ſevere, yet ſeaionable Premoniticn, Know 
thou that for all theſe Things God will bring thee 
into Fudgment. -Know thou, that 5s, conhider 
and think well of ir, rill thy Heart be warm- 
ed with the Thoughts. ot it : Ler this ne- 
cellary weighty DaSrine not only enter into, 
and then ſlip our of thy Head almoit as ſoon 
as1n it ;; butler this Truth taxe up and dwell 
in thy Thoughts, and move and fur thy Heare 
and Aﬀections, and rule and govern.thy Life 
and Actions : TT hus know thou, that for all theſe 
Things, for all the Vanities and. Excefles, Fol- 
hes and Extravagancies of thy Youth, for all 
thoſe Things which are now (o- grateful and 
delighttul ro thy Senſes ; God, whoſe Word 
and Fear thou now deſpiſelt, from whole Eye 
thou canſt not hide thy Sins, from whoſe 
Tribunal thou canit nor abſent thy ſelf ; This 
God.will bring thee -; bring thee perforce whether 
thou wYr or no ; ſend his Angels. ro hale and 
drag thee, when thoa ſhalt in. vain call and 


cry 
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cry ro Mountains and Rocks to hide thee and 
cover thee : Bring thee into Fudgment ; 104 
\exraxng Faye PONY : frer Dearth ; 
and to the al Fudament of the preat 

( as Sr. ule ſpeaks )all'd by Se. Pak *” 
Terror of the Lord. Thou fond and foolith, 
thou daring venturous Sinner, know, that 
there is an After-reckoning, a Time when thou 
muft rhink and hear'of what thou halt done, 
and left undone, and muſt | ſurely pay very 
dear for all. They that live their Time in''the 
Flefh, to the Luſts of Men'( ſays St. . Peter )) they 
ſhall give Account to/him that 1s ready to judg the 
Duickand the Dead. 1 Pet. 4.2, 5. 

We are as ſure ro account for every conſi- 
derable Portion of our Time, as - for every 
Sum of Money we receive. If the very Hazrs 
of our Heads, and all ow Hairs are numbered ; 
Mat. 106. 30. then' certainly - our very "Hours 


and all our Hours too : And above all, our fpecial | 


Hours, our Sermon-Hours, and all providenti- 
al . Opportumies, with all our Neglects 
and Non-improvements, are exactly com- 
pured and* reckoned "up by God our /Judg. 
(30d .puts down itt his Catalogue, this'is the firſt, 
this rhe ſecond; this the-#h7rd rime, that 1 have 
warn 4, that Thave weed fuch an one. He itrict- 
ly obſerves how long he has waited upon. us,, 
how often he has treated with us; by his Mer- 
cies, by his Judgments, by his Word, by his 
Spirit, by his own+ Minitters, by our own 

onſ{ciences, or onr Chritiian Friends. God 
counts and caſts up every Minute of Patience 
ſpent upon. us ; He reckons. and regilters eve- 


| 
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ry Sand of Long-(uffering run our by us : God 
now takes ſpecial, particular, punCtual- Norice 
of all, in order roa furure, final, and full Ac- 
count. 

We muſt one Day reckon for all thoſe 
Hours which now we idle and  rrifle- away, 
and make fo little and light of. Time 1s now 
a Burthen to many of us, and lies upon our 
Hands, and we know nor almo't how ro ſpend 
it, or which way -to get rid of it : And- there- 
fore ſomerimes we uſe evils Arts ro pals it 
away : Bur oh what an” intolerable Bur- 
theu will the Guilr of miſ-ſpenr Time be, 
when it ſhall be charged home upon a Soul ar 
the great and dreadful Day ! Whar have you 
done with all your Time 2? will God then 
fay : Is it true, rhar you have ſpent ſo muchin 
Drinking, ſo much in Revelling, ſo much in 
Dreſſing your ſelf every Day 2 Were theſe 
the Things I gave you Time for ? what will 
the Sinner be able ro anſwer ro theſe Things. 

When our righteous Lord, who delivered 
the Talents of -Time and manifold Opportunities 
to us, ſhall come to reckon with us, he will re- 
quireand call for ſome anſwerable good lmprove- 
ment of every ſuch Talent : And the more of 
theſe Talents were concredited and commitred 
tous, the richer Return and grearer Improve- 
ment will be expected and demanded of us : 
Our Reckoning will riſe according to the Large- 
neſs of our Opportunities and Recests. 

And the /onger it is before God calls us ro a 
Rezhoning, our Account will certainly be the 
adder, and our Doom and Puniſhment much 
heavier 
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heavier, if we have been unfaithful Stewards of 
our Time and Talents, What Account will 


the old Sinner give of three or four-ſcore. 


Years ſpent in Vanity, Sin and Folly > What 
will he be able ro ſay for himſelf, that his gray 
Hairs were found in the Way, of Unrighteouf: 


ne 

” will be a fearful Audit, when God ſhall 
call the inconſiderare, careleſs Sinner to appear 
before his great Tribunal : "Then he thar has 
but hid his Talent, ſhall hear thar ſad and dif. 
mal-Voice, Serve nequam.; thou. wicked and 
flothful Servant, and ſhall find and feel a Re- 
tribution accordingly : "Twill turely then be 
faid-concerning: him, Caſt the unprofitable Ser- 
vant: into outer Darkneſs, there ſhall be Weeping 
and Gnaſhing of Teeth. Mat. 25.26, 30. 

O lets not put that evil Day far from us ; 
bur let.” that Voice be alwaies ranging in our 
Ears, which was ever ſounding in Sr. Ferom's ; 
Ariſe ye.v Dead and come to Fudgment, Our 
Time mutt be ftrictly reckon'd for, and there- 
fore we. ſhould thrifuly husband, if poflible, 
every Minure of it, 


The ſixth and laſt Additional Reaſon. 


Sixthly and laſtly ; We ſhould be ſure to re- 
deem the Time, Becauſe thu Time all we can 
redeem ; and upon this. ſhort Mament of Time de: 
pends long Eternaty. 

We- thall never have any. more Time. or 
Space to,redeem, either. in £þ7s, or in another 
World. 


I; As 
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1. As we cannot live this ſame Life over again, 
ſo when once we die and leave this World, we 
ſhall never return to: this Earth again, to con- 
yerle in Fleſh with Men any more ; nor 
be ſuffer d ro /ive another Life here in this 
World , to mend and corret# «har we did amis 
heretofore: If a Man die, ſhall he live again ? 
lays Fob : Feb 14. 14. Some ———_— this 
coat, (op as a flar denial, an abſolute Nega- 
tion ; He ſhall live a natural Life on Earth no 

more. As the Clond is conſumed, and vansſheth 
away : So he that goeth down to the Grave, ſhall 
come up no more. He ſhall return no more to his 
Houſe, neither ſhall bis Place know him any more. 
Jeb7.9. 10. When a few Tears are come, then, 
I joel go the Way whence I ſhall not return. Fob 
10.23, 

> And as we ſhall have »o new Time in _ 

, no Space will be given, or granted us for 
Repenrance, and Peaies of our Souls ; nor 
will any Offer of Mercy be made us in. the 
«her World : No new Covenant will ever there 
be rendered ro us; no Ambaſſadours of Peace 
be ſent to. beſcech us, to- pray us there iniChriſt s 
ſtead ta be reconcil'd to God: God will then be 
Irreconcuable, Sin unpardonable and unremov- 
able, Heaven unattainable, and loft Souls un- 
curable and irrecoverable. 1f we do not do 
our - beſ# here, we ſhall have no other Game to 
py; nor Part to aCt in any other Region or 

anon. We. ſhall nor be Probationers in the 
other Wor!d : We ſhall nor be ſuffered ro be- 
gin there uj on a ew Score. Qur Souls art Death 
#Ul enter intoa fixed, unchangeable State, and 

continue 
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continue for ever {ſuch as chey went onr of this 
World.' The very © ſame Frame and Temper, 


Qualities and Aﬀections, as we carry with us | 


out of this Life, we ſhall keep and retain in the 
»:xt. Such' good Diſpolitions''as were begun 
here, will indeed be intended and perfeRed in 
Heaven : And \uch ill Diſpolitions 'as rook place 


and got Root here, will be ſtrongly ſerled and! 
fully confirm d ur the damn d hereafter :* But the | 
main $:ate” of any, either good: 'or bad, will | 


never be varied. or. altered in the other V/orld, 
As the Tree falls, :{0 it lies : As Tire leaves us, 
{o Eternity will find and continue us. 

God. will never trie us more with:Oppor- 
runities and Helps of. Converſion and Refor- 
matian,: with: the \Means. of Grace: 'and Life. 
in another Place and State : And therefore” lets 
now. 1 7e:Providences and Ordinances , 
Aids and Afliftances,. as thoſe thar ſhall weuer- 
beveafter meet with fuch Advantages ; ' and'do 
all:rhe Durties::and/ Offices of ' Religion, ' as 
thoſe 'rharare going-ro thar World where there 
162% room for fuch Performances; 19 place for 
ConfeHon,”Ptaier; .Repenrance and + Amend 
ment of Life, ' in order--ro rhe Pardon of- our 
Sins, and Salvation of our Souls : ns occaſion 
of running , wreltliag, ftriving , warchang , 
fighting any more, in order to obraining of a 
Prize, and receiving of a Crown :- All thats 
now left undonie, 'mult be 1mdone for ever. 

Thy is'the only Space allorred'us, and Op- 
portunity afforded us; | wherein ro build and 

repare our 4k, to ger Oy ſufficient inro out 
eflels, and ro. provide a comperent Mealure 
or 


3 


- 


— 
[y 


_— 


aye ..4 


=» *-. K  YP TS XX 


— we. " way” 95 


—_=—_—7y 07223 © 


a good Duty in evil Dates, 163 


or Portion of Manna : We can only gather 
the ſpiritual Manna in the fix Dates of this 


| temporal Life ; there 1s no finding, no gerring 


of it on the Sabbathof Eternity. As we muit 
do all our Worldly Butineſs before the Weck- 
ly Sabbath comes ; So we mutt quite finiſh 
our Spiritual Bulineſs in the Working Daies of 
the Life preſent ; for there is no working on 


| the erernal Sabbath, when once this earthly 
Lifeis ended : Then we mult labour and-work 


preparatory Work, no longer, but receive from 
our great Lord and Maiter the Reward or 
Puniſhment of our former Works. 

The Life tro come, i 1s no Secd Tire, but 
only a Time of Harveſt 5 We matt rezp in-the 
farure Stare the Fruit of ' our own prefent'Doe 
ings, wherher good or Bed. 'Ag we do uſe th-* 
Time of this Life, ſo ſhall we be ſed, treared 
and dealt with in rhe -other- Life. © We fhall 
certainly. fare happily or miſcrably to all E- 
ternity, according to oar Carriage and” Bebu- 
vin here. According to our Chezee nd” Ele- 
ion, Aﬀection and Action in this World; will 
be our everlaiting Lot in the World” ro comte. 
S0 thar the right Improving or- Mitimproving, 
the well or ill ſpending and husbanding of our 
Time, is of 1nfinire Conſequence and- Con- 
cernment to us. 

Ler us therefore in this Fime-of Life-per 
all Things ready that are neceffary to a'joy- 
tul Entrance into Eternal Life. *'Ler our 'Weork 
and Buſineſs, in Preparation for an endleſs 
Happineſs, be diſparch'd and done before we 


| 80 hence, and be no more ſeen. Yhatſoever 


our 
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our Hand findeth to do, let us do it with our mi t; 
for there s no Work, nor Device, nor Know eds, 
nor VW/iſdom in the Grave whither we are going. 
Eccleſ. 9. 10. There is zo Hope or Expectaty 
on of working onr our Salvation in an after 
State and Condition. If this Work be nor 
effected beiore rhiS mortal Life is ended, it 
can never be done in the Grave, on Hell, or 
in any Place of the ſeparared Souls abode, 
Whar is to be done of this Nature, do now or 
never : Act now with the greateſt Care and 
Diligence, Life and Vigour. 

As Zeuxs, a famous Painter , once ſaid, 
Pingo Aternitats : I limn for Eternity : So, ler 
—_ every Thing now for Eternity ; and be 
ſure ro be very exa# in our Actions, becauſe | 
they muſt ttand upon Record for ever, and lay 
the Foundation of our Happineſs or Miſery to | 
all Eternity. In Time let us make Proviſion 
for Eternity. We are careful ro provide con- 
venient, handſome Lodgings here : Bur cenſi- 
der, ; where ſhall I dwe/ to all Eternity > Re- 
member that a ſerious. Life of Faith and Re- 
pencance, Grace and: Holine(s here, is rhe onhy 
I/ay to an happy, heavenly, eternal Life here- 
aſter : Thar ir is in vain, with Balaam, to 
wiſh we might die the Death of the Rightenw, 
Numb. 23. 10. if we refule to ljve the Life of | 
the Righteous ; As Euchrites fooliſhly defired to 


\ be Crafus wivens, £3 Socrates mortuyus  Crefis 


while he liv'd, and Sccrates when he was dead. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Uſe and Application of the Derine. Onght 


we to redeem the Time ? Then (1.) Let not 
the Men of ths World think ſtrange, that ſec- 
rious and conſcientiow Chriſtians do not loſe 
their Time as deſperately as they do. Good Men 
know the Worth of Time, and underſtand the 
great Conſequences and weighty Concernments 
of well or ill husbanding of it. (Uſe 2.) Let 
us all examine our ſelves, and ſee whether we 
have rede:m'd our Time, or no ; bewail and 
bemoan our loſs of Time. (Uſe 3.) A ſeaſon- 
able ſharp Reproef of ſeveral Perſens, who are 
groſly gualty of mns-ſpending their Time. (1.) A 
Repro:f of thiſe that mu-fpend their Time in 
Idleneſ and Laſmeſs, Tdleneſs a Sin againſt 
our Creation, againſt our Redemption, againſt 
our own Sculs, againſt our Neighbour ; and an 
Inlet to many other Sins. (2.) Such Perſons 
are juſtly cenſurable, who mu-ſpend their Time 
in exceſſroe Sleep and DrouſineſS ; which waſts 
not only much of our Time, but the beſt of our 
Time too. Immoderate ſleeping nought on any 
Day, but worſt of all upon the Lords-day. 
(3.) Many mu-ſpend their Time in impertinent 
Employments. (4.) Many loſe much precious 
Tim in vain Thoughts. (5.) In vain Speeches. 
(6.) In vain Pleaſures : in uſing unlawful, or 
abuſing lawful Recreations : either uſing them 
unſeaſonably, or elſe immederately. (7.) In 
exceſſzve, immoderate, worldly Cares. ($.) Some 
Perſons are to be reproved for mis ſpending 
ther 
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their Time in Duties. ( 1.) By performing 
them unſeaſonabiy. ' ( 2.) By doing them fur. 
mally. Time liſt in Duties by unſeaſenable Pex. 
formance, two Waies : (1.) When one Dut) 
thruſts and juſtles out another ; and ſo the 
Duty s mu-timed ( 2.) When Duty us per- 
form'd at ſuch a Time when we are moſt un- 


fat far t. 


] Have done with the Reaſons of this Duty, 
and now proceed to rhe Tſe and Applica- 
tion of this Dottrine. (1.) By way of Cav 
tion. (2.) Examination. (3.) Reproof. And 
latily, Exhortation. 


The firſt Uſe, by way of Caution. 


\ 


nor the Men of this World think ſtrange, that 
{ſerious and conſcientious Chrittians do not run 
with them 4nto the ſame Exceſs of Rot, 1 Pet. 
4- g- and loſe their "1 ume as- deiperarely as 
they do. There's. good Reaſon why the ſober, 
coniiderate Chrittian does not flightly and 
careleſly fling away - his 1ime with orhers ; 
For (as Seneca {peaks of an excellent and emi- 
nent good Man) he does not meet with any 
Thing worthy to be accepted in exchange for hs 


Time. ; and therefore he keeps .and relerves 1t | 


to be employed to uieful and profirable Pur- 
poles, and is very ſaving and ſparing of. 3t. 
The Children and. Servants of God do {ut- 
ficiently know the Y/rth of "Time, and plain- 
ly underſtand the great, Conſequences and 
welghrty 


Y Ut | 
+... Qughr we to redeem the Time > Then ſer | 
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weighty Concernments of well or ill husband- 
ing.of ir. -If. rh&y were wanting by an early 
fare-banded Care to fecure and improve any 
parr of rhe Time that is paſt ; Their former 
radigal laviſhing our their Time is the preſent 
Furthen of their Spirits, and Sadneſs. of their 
Souls'': And they are reſoly'd, by a timely 
Diligence, in a ſpiritual Manner to redeem the 
Time: for 'the future. They often ſeriouſly 
think with themſelves, - that to loſe the Re- 
mainger of their 11me, 1s to loſe erernal Ha 
pinels, and ro incur eternal, intolerable Mile- 
ry : Rather folow' and 'z9ztate them, than 
judge and cenſure them. © if you won t forbear 
reproaching and” reviling them, know thar the 
Limes coming,” when you thall- give an Ac- 
count,” nor only of your Exceſs of Riot, but 
even of your hard Speeches too. '1” Pet. 4. 4, 5. 
Fude 15. It any in the Family, it any in the 
Neighbourhood be more ttrict ,- exact. and 
careful ro redeem the Time rhan your lelves, 
take heed/you do not ſpeak 1ll of: thenwfor it : 
Do-:not: wonder that they" do nort-do as you 
do-: 'Bur as you tove:your Souls, and as you 
would give an Account of your Time with 
Joy and .not with Grief ; labour, with the 
holieſt and precileft in the Places where you 
hive, 'to': walk” circumfpetly, not as Fools, but as 
Wiſe j; redeeming the Time, becauſe the Daies 
are cud. 7:9\ 


-2ic\ The ſecond Uſe, by way of Examination. 
Is it. the Dury of a Chriſtian to redeem the 


Tame ? 
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Time ? Then ler us examzne our ſelves a while, 


and{ce whether we have ditcharg'd our Duty J' 


herein. Ler us all /ook back on our forme 
Lives, and bewail and bemoan our Loſs of 
Time. How wvainly have we. wiſh'd often- 
times for a long Life ? and yer alwaies ne- 
glected a.good Life. May we nor apply 'rhat 
of Seneca to our elves ? It # but a ſmall Part 
of Life, that we live : The Space we wear out, ti 
not Life, but Time. We have been a long Time 
in the World, but can we affirm and prove 
we have liv'd lons > Can we be ſaid to have 
fail'd much (to uſe the Similirude of that moſt 


practical Moraliſt) becauſe we have been toſſed | 


very 'much in the Sea of this World ?- Can we 
be faid ro-have truly {v'd, becauſe ſome Cu- 


| bits are added to our Starure, becauſe ſome 


Hair is grown upon our Chin, or becauſe we 


have married Wives, and gotten Children, and | 


ir may be raiſed good Eſtates in the World ? 
is not thar ſaying of the {ame excellent Ph;lo- 
fopher too true concerning too. many of us ? 
Not Childhood , but , which is more  prievois, 
Childiſhneſi remains, and continues ſtill with 
us : -—— ths ws yet worſe, ianes he, that 
we have the Authority of old Men, and the Vices 
of very Boyes. 

I as Alexander counted his Life by ViRtories, 
not by Dazes, or Tears ; So we ſhould reckon 
our ſeveral Lives by our ſpiritual Viftories and 
good Works, and our anſwering the Ends, the 
true Ends and proper Purpoſes of. Lite-(which 
1s the juſteſt Account, and rhe righrefſt Rec- 
koning of our Living). Should not the _ 
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of us find that we have /ivd bur a few Dazer 
but a few Hours yea, that many have wvaraly 
liv'd at all, have icarcely as yet beg:m to live 2 
that little or nothing has been done that is tru- 
ly worthy of a Man or Chriſtian ? 

Have not we been wretched Scatter-Hours, 
and deſperate Predigals of our precious Time ? 
We have ſome of us lived a. great while in 
the World : Bur the quzſtzon 15, Whether yer 
we have learn'd ro know God and Chritt, and 
to know our Selves 2 To be jutt and honeſt, 
to be modeſt and chaſt, ro be ſober and rena- 
perate ; to deny a itrong, unruly Appere ; 
to. refuſe a ſuperfluous Morlel of Meir, . a 
forbidden intemperate Cup of Drink ? Have 
we learnd in the many Years of our Lives to 
maſter and moderate one Paſſion ? to ſubdue 
and mortify one Luſt, ro break off one evil 
Cuſtom, to root out one vicious Habit, to an- 
{wer ove Objection, ro refitt one Afﬀaulr, ro 
defeat one Arr of the Devil > Who of us have 
been careful all thx while tro run our Race, ro 
trim our Lamps, and ro dreſs up our Souls for 
a bleſſed Eternity ? 

Did nor we ſpend our Toth in Vanity ? 
Which of us was ſo forward in good, as ro 
ſhun and Rlie youthful Luſts > To how few of 
us can 1t be ſaid (as St. Paul ſaid to Timothy) 
that from a Child thou haſt known the holy Scrip- 
tures 2 2 Tim. 3. 15. lellme, how have ma- 
ny of you deſperately omitzed, and lamenta- 
bly neglected the Reading of the Scriptures 
all your Life long, which alone are able ro 
ttore your Mind with divine Knowledg, and 
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to make you wiſe unto Salvation 2 What Num- 
bers are there who know bur lirrle what is 
contained in. the Serzpture, any otherwiſe than 
as they hear a Chapter now and then read in 
the Church 2 and God knows roo roo many 
give bur lirrle heed roir, and fo are bur little 
the berter for it then neither. How few a- 
mong us, who have liv'd long under the En- 
joyment of the Means of Grace, are yet {0 
well acquainted with divine Things, and (6 
well verſed and exerciſed in Religion, as ro 
be able ro pur up.a pertinent Prater, and to 
commend their:own, er another's Caſe and 
Condition ro God, as Occaſion does require ? 
How many Lords-Daies have we profan'd ? 
'How many Sermons have we wilfully miſled ? 
How many good Opportunites have we ne- 
gligently loſt > How careleſs have we been 
of our own fſpiritual-Good 2 How regardleſs 
of the eternal Welfare of thoſe who belong 
ro us > How #gnorant are many -of our ſelves 
of the Things of God, and of the Duties of 
Religion ? How far nor only from doing, bur 
from .underſtanding our Spiritual Buſineſs ? 
Who, had we taken Pains, might now have 
been very knowing Chriſtians. How zgnorant, 
through .our grofi Negle& of them, aye our Chil- 
dren and Servants, and thoſe about us, in the 
very Rudiments of Religion ? who might have 
had a good Underftanding therein, had we 
.done.our Duty in firſt informing our ſelves, 
.and then inſtructing them. How ridiculous 
and uncomely 1s it to tee an Old Man igno- 
#2vr of his Letters, or to icek in his Primer ? 


But 


E* F_ pw el = we Wo CP 


I ff 


53 


a good Duty 1h evil Danes. 1 7I 


Burt how much more abſurd is it to find fo ma- 
ny Old Men, who for the Time ought to have 
been Teachers, yet to have need that one teach 
them again which be the firſt Principles of the 
Oracles of God 2 Heb. 5. 12. Which of us have 
ever. gone about doing and receiving good in 
the Places where we have a long Time livd ? 
Who are we the betrer for > Who is ſþiritually 
the berter for us ? How very /ittle Good have 
we done ? Nay, how much Hurt have we done 
in the World ? Whar Miſchief have many 
Parents and Maſters done in their Families by 
eroſs Neglect of Family-Duties, fuch ag Reaq- 
ing,' Praying, Catechizing ; and by rh Cir Looſ- 
neſfand Licentiouſneſs before thoſe that belong 
unto their Charge, whole ungoyern'd Yourh 
had more nee ro be curbed and re/#raind by 
their ſober Counſels and ſeaſonable Reproofs, 
than deſperarely miſled and hurried head-long 
by their ill Examples into Sin and Wicked- 
nels. Oh what a ſad Conſider ation is it, for 
any of us all to think with our ſelves, how 
that for ought we know there may be ſome 
this Day in Hell, vrcho were eccaſionally bronght 
thither by 07 unholy walking and ungodly 
Lnung ! It may be fo me of our Friends and 
Companions, ſome of our Neighbours ard 
Relations, ſome of our very Children and 
Servants are ar preſent in Hell, bitterly ex- 
elazming againſt us” and curſius the Dates in 
which they liy d with us, and were acquainted 
with us. | 
Inſtead of grovving better an better, are 
not fome of us worſe no thin vive vvere many 
I 3 Years 
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Years ſince ? More profane, or Worldly ; 
more ſenſual, more hardened from the Fear 
.of the Lord, more withaurt God and Chriſt in 
the World, more uſeleſs, more unprofitable 
than ever ? -more unfit ro hve, more unpre- 

ared to die now, than we found we were ma- 
ny Years ago * Have, not ſome, of us fo ill 
husbanded our Time, that the older we have 
grown, the rs Hope we have had of Heaven 
and Happineſs ? As Pius Luintus is reported 
- by Cornelius a Lapide to have {aid, When [ 
was firſt of a Religious Order, I hoped well of 
the Salvation of my Soul : Bur when I was 
made.Cardinal, 1 began to fear it : Bur fince 
1 was creared Pope, I almoſt deſpair of it. 
How many may be found in like manner, 
who in their Touth have had it may be ſome 
reaſon to hope well of themlelves ; bur in their 
Middle Age more cauſe ro fear, and in their 
ld Age almolt ground enough to deſpazr. 

I may here take up the Complaint of the 
devout 4A Kemps ; What does it avail us. to 
live long, when we are ſo little better d by it ? 
Ah law Life, \aies he, does not alwaies mend 
our Manners ; but does often the more encreaſe 
our Crings. Would we had walked but one Day 
well in ths Wirld ! Many reckon Tears of their 
Converſion ; but there too often but little ſign of 
8 new Converſation. 

Had we nor been groſly wanting to our ſelves, 
how much might we have known of God, and 
of his Mind and Meaning in his Word and 


Works 2 How much might we have done for | 


Gad, and recezved from God by this Time ? 
What 
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What a Stock of Grace might we have gotten 
before now 2 What a Treaſure of Experience 
might we have heaped up 2? Whart a good 
Foundation might we have laid of a found, 
folid and well-lerled Peace and Comfort, to: 
ſtand us in ſtead za a Time of Need 2 Whar 
ground might we have gotten againſt our” 
Corruptions 2 What Growth in Grace > What 
Strenzth in the inner Man 2 Whar Skill ro dit- 
cern and avoid the Wiles and Snares of the 
Devil > What Love to, and Delight in the 
Law of God? Whar Readineſs ro every good 
Word and Work ? Whar Freedom and En- 
largedneſs mighr we have atrained to in Gods: 
Service ? How truly mighr it have been our 
very Meat and Drink. to do the Will of God ; 
our conſtant Courle, daily Uſe, and choſen' 
cheerful Exerciſe, ro run the Waies of Gods 
Commandments > How forward might we 
have been in the Way: to the Spiritual Canaan, 
who have, it may be, been greatly guilry of 
many Rerrogradations > How might we have 
been of another Spirit than we are of at pre- 
ſent > How publick-ſpirired might we have 
grown 2 How zealous for the Glory of God, 
and rhe good of Souls-> How active in the 
Cauſe of God and Religion 2 How carelefs 
of the Pleaſures that are but for a Scafon > How 
ſpiritual and heavenly-minded > How ready 
to die 2 How ripe. for Heaven ? 

O ler this Conſideration be laid to Heart 
by us, and ſerve deeply ro humble us, that” 
we have had much Time, but have redeemed- 
little or none : That we have liv'd /ong to: 
* little, 
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little, ro bad Purpoſe : That we have trifled 
and ſquandred away thoſe Seaſons of Grace 
thar can never be enjoyed again, and loſt 
thoſe Opporrtuninies thar can never return back 
again. Ler us pur our ſelves to the Trial, and 
bring our ſelves under Examination, whether 
we have diſcharged our Duty in Redeeming 
the Time, yea, or no. 


The third Uſe, by way of Reproef. 


Is every Chriſtian bound ro redeem the 
Time ? Then here is a Word of ſeafonable, 
ſerious, ſharp Reproof to ſeveral Perſons, who 
are groſly guilty of mul-ſpending their Time, 
and divers Waies do fooliſhly cut this preci- 
ous Commodity to waſte : Particularly ta 
theſe following. 


The firſt Sort of Perſons reproved. 


To ſuch as miſ-ſpend their Time in Idleneſt ; 
who loſe their lime nihil agendo, in doing 
jalt nothing, or nothing art all worthy the 
naming : Who live in Neplezt of all hot and 
y/eful Employment, or do not ſedulonſly exer- 
ciſe themſelyes in the Duties of rheir Place 
and Calling. How ſharply may God reprove, 
and fay to many among ns, My ftand ye here 
all the Day idle * Mat. 20. 6. Whar Caule 
have Minitters ro complain of their People 
with the Apoſtle ® and ſay, There are ſome 
which walk among you diſorderly, working not at 
all, 1 Theſſ. 3. 11. To how many may = 
utc 
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uſe the Words of the Wiſe Man ? Go to the 
Ant thoa $luggard. Prov. 6. 6. 

1. Jd/eneſs 18 a Sin azainſt a Mans very Crea- 
tion, God did nor fo curiouſly work, and ac- 
curarely frame us, to fir ſtill and fold our 
Hands, and give our ſelves ro our eaſe, and 
to dream when we are awake, Our Maker 
intended and fitted us for work, Lo what End 
did God furniſh us with fo many uſeful In- 
{truments as the feveral Members of our Bo- 
dies, and endow us with thoſe nimble and 
active Faculties of our Souls, bur that we 
might up and be deing, and vigorouſly profe- 
cute and purſue ſome worthy and good End 
in the diligent Uſe of fir and proper Means ? 
Adam even in Paradiſe was not allowed to be: 
idle ; bur, before he fell, was appointed and 
ordered to dreſs the Garden, and to keep the 
Groand : in which Employment he ſhould 
have taken Delight, and gain'd Experience. 

And afterward when he had ſnd ; nor 
light and eafie, bur hard and painful, tedious 
and weariſome Labour was enjoined him, as a 
perpetual Penance for his T ranſgretfion and Ot- 
tence ; and impoſed as a Bridle to reſtrain rhe 
Fleſh, which by reaſon of Sin is now become 
wanton and rebellious againſt the Spirit : In 
ſorrow ſhalt thou eat all the Daics of thy Life -: 
In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat thy Bread. 
Gen. 3. 17, 19, Man, ſayes Eliphaz, born 
unto Labour, troubleſome Labour, 1ob 5. 7. Man, 
layes David, poeth forth to bis Wark, and to 
hy Labour until the Evening. Pal. 104. 23. 
This is the Courſe which God..has ſer him. 
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Bur by their Idleneſs Men attempt to overthrow 
the Purpoſe and Delign of God, and ro fru- 
ſtrate the End whereto Man was created; and 
plainly thwarr and contradict, croſs and con- 
rroul Goels Curſe, while only 1n the Sweat of 
others Brows they eat their Bread 5 and caſt off 
the Means which God has ordaind for re- 
preiling and taming the petulanr and unruly 
Fleth. 

Were theſe ſo wile as to accept of the Pu- 
niſhmenr threarned and inflicted, and to be- 
come painful and laborious in their Places and 
Employments ; the Curſe of God would, by 
a Miracle of the divine Mercy, be turn'd into 
a Bleſſing : For, ordinarily 0 Bread taſtes ſo 
ſweet, as that which is earn d with hard Labour 
and Sweat. 

2. Again ; Idleneſs 1s a Sin apainſt our very 
Redemption. 1 Per. 1.17, 18. Paſi the Time 
of your ſojourning here in fear : foraſmuch as ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as Silver and Gold, from your vain Con- 
v:rfation ; but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
&c. This ſhould engage you to walk revye- 
rently, ſtrictly and warchfully all your Time. 
Te are bought with a Price : 1 Cor. 6.209, God 
hath paid dear, given his Son our of his Bo- 
lom, for the Purchaſe of you : Therefore glo- 
rifie God 1n your Body, and in your Spirit, which 
are Gods, And lers remember Chrift gave 


| himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 


Iniquity, and parifie unto himſelf a peculiar Pee- 
ple, zealous of good Works. Tit. 2. 14. He de- 
uvered himſelf up to a ſhameful Death, on 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe that he might ranſom us our of rhe 
Power of Satan, from. thar courſe of vicious 
living in which Men: were before engaged, 
and cleanſe us in an eminent manner to be an 
holy pious People, moſt diligent ro advance 
to the higheſt pirch of all Vertue.. Chriſt hath 
redeemed us to this End, that we might redeem 
Time for by Service. Why then doſt thon 
{tand laſing and lottering, when thou art made. 
and born tor Work, and redeemed for Work, 
and call'd ro Work ? 

3. Farther ; Idleneſs is a Sin againſt our very 
Bodies and Souls. Ir is in a manner the Mar- 
ther of the Body; for, as the Air and Water, 
ſo Mans Body is apt to corrupt and putrify 
without Motion, Eaſe deſtroys the Health of 
tae Body ; breeds: rhe Gour and orher Di- 
ſeales. And it hurts and taints rhe Sow! too ; . 
and produceth that Indiſpolition in ir, which 
one firly calls Podagram arims, the Gour ob 
the Soul ; and anorher terms 4t the Scurvy of. 
the Mind. *Tis highly prejudicial both to our 
temporal and ſpiritual Eitate. The Maa that: 
negle:ts the means of a reinporal Proviton, 
an] of his erernal Salvation, through Latinels : 
ana Idlenets, fſtarves and kills both his Body 
ani! Soul, and every way beggareth and im- 
poveriſherh himſelf, in reſpect ro the inward: 
{piritual rrue Riches of Grace, as well as 1n 
reference ro outward Enjoyments and World-- 
ly good Thmngs. Without Labour, Indultry.” 
and diligent Husbandry, we can neither 1n«- 
creaſe. the natural , . nor improve. the divine : 
Riches of our. Souls. There is nothing ro 'be 
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gotten by Idleneſi, but Miſery here, and Hel 
hereafter. The idle and flothful Servant is 
condemned ro be caſt into outer Darkneſs. Mat. 
25- 30. 

4. Farther yer ; Idleneſi 1s a Sin againſt our 
Neighbour. How do they offend again(t their 
Neighbours who are wholly untruirful in 
their Places, and live as wnprofitably in their 
Health, as if by Sickneſi they were utrerly di/- 
abled for any Service? Idle Perſons are ſuper- 
fluous Creatures, of no Advantage or Benefit 
ro the Body Potitick where they live ; and 
(as Cicero ſayes of the Swine) have their Souls 
only inſtead of Salt, to keep their Bodies 
{weer. They are an unneceflary, intolerable 
Burthen to any Kingdom or Common-wealth. 
It was a pertinent and prudent Queition pur 
by Pharach to Foſephs Brethren, Gen. 47. 3. 
Wat w your Occupation * An Interrogation 
(fayes the learned Andrew Rivet) worthy of a 
Prince, who ought not raſhly to receive any 
Strangers into his Dominion, without firſt ex- 
amining whether they be fit for any good 
Thing, and know how by ſome honeſt La- 
bour ro. make Proviſion for themſelves and 
theirs ;' that they may neither be burthenſome 
to. others, nor- living idly take Occaſion of 
doing ill. Hence Wiſe Politicians. (as he well 
urges there) have expreſly prohibited Idleneſs 
by ſevere Laws, The Judges of Areopagus 
rook particular notice of the ſeveral Cinzens 
at Athens, and ftrictly enquired in- what way 
of Bulineſs every one liv'd, and whether any: 
4ddicted hinyfelt ro baſe and ſluggiſh Lo 
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The idle Perſon was made liable ro an Aion 
at Law ; and he that was once found guilry 
of Idlenels, was, according to Draco's old Law, 
preſently branded with Infamy : Bur Solon 
afterward ſomewhat mitigated thar Law, and 
only pronounced him an z»famous Perſon who 
was a third Time condemned of Idleneſs. 
The Maſſilienſes of 61d denied ſuch Perſons 
Entrance into their Ciry; as were nor skilled 
and verſed in ſome Art whereby to get a 
lvely-bood : Nor did they admit or allow of 
Players, Dancers, Feſters, Fuplers ; becauſe theſe 
Arts do nouriſh the Idleneſs of ſuch Spectators, 
as commonly 'T hey call and draw ro rthem- 
ſelves who waſte their Time in Tozes. And it 
was ordained by Law among tie Perſians (as 
the fore-cired Auther nores out of Heredotus ) 
that at the end of every Tear every Subject 
ſhould go ro the Magutrate to give an Accormt 
of their Employment . 

An rdle Body is piainly guilty of Injuſtice; 
and Theft, for he takes and uſes the Crearures 
he has 19 rizht to, and lives upon others La- 
bour and Induitry. The Apoltle commands, 
That if any would nit work, neither ſhould he 
eat ; that is, at the preblick Charge, or at the 
Coſt of any other. 2 The. 3. 10, 12. And he- 
commands and exhorts ſuch as are 1dle, that 
they work, and eat their own Bread : As if it. 
were nor their own Bread, if nor gotten with 
the Work of their own Hands, and the Sweat 
of rheir own Faces. 

So far as we are idle we are wfel:fs and, 
grievous to - others, who yer were boru-tor the 
Goew and Service of others. 
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If we would ſpend our Spare-time in - viſit- 
ing the Sick, in reading rothem, and confer- 
ing 'with them 3*in reproving open, bold Sin- 
ners ; in comforting afflicted, diftreſſed Con- 
ſciences ; in ſuccouring and affiiting reimpred 
Perſons ; in carechizing, and inſtructing, and 

raying with and for our ſeveral Families ; 
bo many would riſe up and call us bleſſed, and 
praiſe God for us, ahd pray for us ? 

5. Once more ; Idleneſi1s an Inlet to many 
other Sins. The Son of Syrach informs us thar 
Kleneſi teacheth much Evil. Ecclus. 33. 27. It 
is well obſervd by Pareus, that if our firit 
Parents had been employed in dreſſmg the Garden 
according to Gods Command, inſtead of talking. 
ad'y with the Serpent, they bad not then been ſe- 
duced unhappily into Sin, How much more, lays 
he, # Idleneſs now to be ſhunned and avoided by 
Man ! ſmce, out of Paradiſe, he x every way ex- 
poſed to the Snares of the Devil, and us by nothing 
deceived more eaſi,y and dangerouſly than by flug- 
#ifh Idieneſs. 

When David was idly walking upon the Reef 
f hy Houſe, Luit quickly kindled ar firſt Gghr 
f a pleaſing beautiful Object. 2 Sam: 11. 2. 
An idle Perſon lies open and expoſed to all 
the Temptations oi Satan: Nay he 1s not only 
tempted by him, bur a Tempter of him. Whar 
we find ſpoken in another Caſe,  Ezek. 38. 11. 
the ſame may Satan lay of ide Perſons, I wilt 

to them-that are at ref. When the Bird its 
itill, rhen the Fowler takes his aim, and ſhoots; 
but re flying Bird is {ekdom hure. Indulge 
not thy elf 1n Idlcxeſs, leſt Satan-take Advan- 
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tage againſt rhee. Tis good Advice that St. 
Ferom gives thee-;- Stall be doing ſome warrant- 
able Work, that the Devil may always find thee 
well employed. If thou canit find nothing to do 
thy //e/f, ſure enough the Devi! will. quickly 
find thee ſomewhat ro do :. If thou beelſt once 
idle; he'll preſently employ thee, and er thee 
a-work. The zdle Perſon has no Defence and 
Safe-guard again(t Satan : Bur he that is law- 
fully bulied 15 net at /eiſure toattend and liſten 
to Satans Temprations. If Men be wndty 
epjaouwer, fuch as work, not at all, they quick- 
ly become Br{y-bedies : 2 Thefſ. 3. 12. And 
it Women be zd/e, rhey will be /inderers a- 
bout from Houſe to Houſe, Tatlers alſo and Buſy- 
Bodies, ſpeaking Things which they ought net ; 
1 Tim: 5. 13. medling our of their: Calling, 
and enquiring into Things that concern them 
not : Which Courſes: and Carriages are rhe 
Canker and Ruſt of Idlenefs, as Idleneſy x the. Ruſt 
of Time. Well then, rake this ſhort Leſſon 
trom a devour Perion.; Be never altogether 
idle, but ſtill either reading, or writing, or pray- 
mp, or — or labouring, and endeavouring 
to do ſomewhat that may be uſeful and profitable, 
conducive and ordinable to common . Good. and 
Benefit. Take Example from- the Heathen 
Moraliſt; I paſs not away. one Day im Idleneſs, 
fayes he. When ſo much'Y/rk, is necellary to 
be done in ſo little a Time, or you are for ever 
certainly undone, will you itand as Men that 

cannot find their Hands * 
You thar are rich have of all People the 
leaſt Cauſe ro be idle ; God gives you more 
than 
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than others, and is there any Reaſon then that 
you ſhould do /eff for God than others, and 
make your whole Lives only a long Vacation ? 


Would you' think your ſelves well fitted, if 


thoſe very Servants ſhould preſume to do you 
the /eaſt //ork,, ro whom you give the /arpeſt 
Wages ? 

Hearken diligently ro that ſober Counſel, 
and ſeaſonable Reproof which the holy Mr. 
Herbert gives you ; 


' Fly Tdleneſs, which yet thou can#t not fly 

| By areffing, miſtreſſing, and Complement. 
If thoſe take up thy Day, the Sun will cry 
Apainſt thee : for by Light was only lent. 


O England full of Sin, but meſt of Sloth ! 
Spit out thy Phleam and fall thy breaſt with glory: 
Thy Gentry bleats, as if thy native Cloth 
Transfus d a Sheepiſhmeſs into thy Story : 
Not that they all are ſo ; but that the moſt 
Are gone to Graſs, and im the Paſture loſt. 


Don't they deſerve to b& reprovd who 
{quander away their Time in a ſoft and de- 
licate Laſineſs. * And they roo, who rhough 
they ſeem ro be fall of Employment, yer do 
nothing ar all of the Work of a Man or Chrt 
ftian ; but ſpend thew Time in an zdle Em- 
ployment , or in a ſerious Idleneſs, a painful 
Playing, a laborious Loitering, and a buſie doing 
nothing. 

Bur furely of all Perſons they deſerve a {c- 
vere and cutting Reproof who idle away _ 

une 
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Time on the Lords-Day : Who uſually ſpend 
that holy Day as if the reſt of the Ox and Aſs 
were the only worthy and acceptable Obſer- 
vation of it : When as the Lords-Day (as a 
great and excellent Author fayes well) was ne- 
ver ordained to give us a Pretence for Idleneſs, 
but only to change our Employment from worldly 
to heavenly, —-to take us off from our worldly 
Buſineſs, and to give us Time to attend the Ser- 
vice of God and the need of our Souls. A Relt 
from all Worldly Buſineſs is commanded, that 
we may be ar leiſure for the publick Worſhip 
and Service of God, and for the Dunes of 
private Initructing and Praying with our -Fa- 
milies, and of fecrer Cloſer-Prayer, Reading, 
Meditating, and the like. A mere Ceflarion 
from Labour 1s nor all that is required of us. 
on the Lords-Day ; but the Time which Men 
fave from rhe Works of their Callings they 
are to lay our on-thole ſpiritual Duries. 


The ſecond ſort of Perſons reproved. 


Such Perſons are; juſtly cenfurable who ſpent 
their Time in exceſſive Sleep and Drouſineſs. ; 
Which fills the Body full of Diſeaſes and ill Hu- 
mours, and {trangely dulls rhe Faculties of rhe 
Soul, and crofſes the End of Mans Creation, 
which was ro ſerve God in an a#ive Obedt- 
ence ; and diſpotes a Perſon ro Luft and Wan- 
tonneſs ; and wickedly waites the moſt pre- 
cious Talent of Time 3 and not only conſumes 
much of our Time, but devoures the beſt of 
Qur Time too, eats up the Flower of the Day, 

che. 
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the very firſt Fruits of our Hours, even the 
Aprning:ſeaſon, that very Time which: of all 
other is the fitteſt tor holy Duries and religi- 
ous Exerciſes. - Remember and conſider what 
is ſuggeſted by rhe divine Herbert, 


. God gave thy Soul brave Wings ; put not thoſe 
Feathers 
Into 4 Bed; to ſleep out all ill Weathers. 


This immoderare Sleeping is naught on any 
Day, bur worſt of all upon the Lords-Day. It 
muſt needs be much out' of any Mans Way 
to ſleep in Harveſt, and drouſe away the Mar- 
ket-Day ; and ſuch is- rhe Lords-Day in reſpect 
of Spiritual and Soul-Adyantages. How ma- 
ny Perſons are there, that have enough to do, 
ard by .Cyſtom make it a difficult Thing to 
get themſelves ready by Church-time, and rake 
no I tme on. the Lords-Day-Morning to pray 
in ; þ go or to pray with their Families ; 
and ſo never prepare” themſeltes to meet their 
God in his oublick Ordinances, and bes n9 
Bleſſmg upon. the Word they go ro hear ; and 
therefore God. ſuffers them from Time ra 
Tune to.go back, from the Word without any 
Bleſſmg. 

Never uſe to take- any more Sleep than is 
neceſſary tor the ſtrengrhening and refreſhing 
of your frail Natures, the relieving and ſup- 
porting of your- tired and wearied Bodies; 
and, rhe recruiting gnd-repairing of thote Spt- 
rits:that. were walted- and weaken'd by. La- 


bour, that ſo. you.may be the berter enabled 
{or- 
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for continued Attion and Employment, and 
fitred for diily Ute and Service ; which is rhe 
true and proper End for which Siczep was ap- 
pointed and ordained. 

Pay no more than needs mult to that cray- 
ing greedy Publican of Time : never yield to 
Its unreaſonable Exations : The more you 
yield to 1t, the more it will grew upon you : 
the more Hours you give to Sleep, the more 
you may. If you fleep too much upon the 
Wirking-Day, you will be prone to fleep upon 
the Lords-Day too, and that in the Time of 
the very publick Ordinance, to fleep when you 
ſhould be ar ir, or to ſleep even when you are 
at it, and ſhould be wakeful and arrennive* un- 
der it. How flaggiſhly and ſhamefully do 
many fleep and flumber away Church-Time , 
lie drowſing and dreaming in Bed in rhe 
Morning , folding their Hands 10 fleep, or 
ſtretching themſelves upon their Beds, when they 
ſhould be /ifting up holy Hands, and _y 
bowing their Knees, and ſtriving together w1 
their Fellow-Chriſtians ini the joint Praiers of 
the publick Aſſembly, And if rhey make not 
lome trivial Excuſe to ſtay. at home in the 
Afternoon, they tit nodding and half a fleep 
at Church, when they ſhould have their Ears 
and Hearts open to whar is publickly read or 
laid. Confider and think thus much with 
your ſelves, that if here you ſpend the great- 
elt part of your Life in Sleep, and make rhe 
molt of your Time nothing bur Night ; a dark, 
black and eternal Nizht, without one Moment 
or Minute of Eaſe or Reſt is reſerved for you 
un another World. A. third. 
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A third Sort of Perfons repraved. 


Many miſ-ſpend their Tims in impertinent 
Employments : A Perſon may throw away his 
Time as much aliud agendo, as nihil agends'; 
in doing that which nething concerns him, as by 
doing nothing: at all, A Man may loſe his 
Time by bajely imploying it in mean Afﬀairs, 
and fordid Buſineſs; extremely below the Dig- 
nity of I's Perſon, or-in_ acting contrary to his 
own particular Nature and Genizs ; or by in- 
difcrerely” engaging in anothers Calling. For 
Tradeſmen ro exerciſe the ſacred Offices of 
the Miniftry, or;for Miniſters to involve and 
immerſe rhemſclves in worldly Buſineſſes with- 
our Neceflity, is mere Mu-fpexce and Loſs of 
Time, becauſe ir 1s going out of their particu- 
lar Calling, and d that which nothing be- 
longs ro them. A Merchant lays out his Time 
inthe Way of his Profeſſion, and for thoſe 
Goads which are his particular Merchandiſe: 
We muſt not be 'Buſje-bodier in other Mens 
Marters”: St. Peter expreſly forbids rhar. We 
mult abide, and be diligent, and lay our our 
ſelves in our own proper and particular Cal- 
lings, orelſe we {quander away our Time let 
ns be as buſie as we will, and the more buſie 
We are the more we /aviſh our our Time. 


A fourth Sort of Perſons reproved. 


How many loſe much precious Time in vain and 
finful Thonghts > Thele are they that {wallow 
up 
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Moſt of our ſolitary Horrs. ' When we are 
firtng, or walking, or riding alone in the day- 
time, or waking 1n the Nighr or early in the 
Morning ; then do our Minds talk idly with 
themſelves ; then do Men wilder away their 
Time in unferled independent Thoughes ; 
miſ-ſpend their Time in vain unprofirable Mu- 
fing, proud ſeir reflecting, felt-admiring and 
ſelt-applauding, firange and NS pro- 
ecting ; in mere imaginary Suppokitions of 
or oy would both be and Ls in fond 
elf-flartering Prefumprions, and fooliſh Expe- 
ations of Things ; 'in fretting and fuming 
Thoughts ar - croſs Accidents ; in curious 
ſearching inro other Mens Actions and ſecrer 
Ends,” and {ftudying Things that do nor ar all 
concern themſelyes, and-would do them no 

at all to know ; in evil Surmifings atd 
cauleleſs jealous Workings ; in angry revenge- 
ful Thoughts and deviſing Miſchief upon their 
Beds ; Pal, 36. 4. in luſtful, wanton, pro- 
tane and difſolure Thoughts ; in.fj rive 
Wickednels, in reprefenting and- a —— 
Sins in their Thoughts which they want Power 
or\ Opportunity *ro pur into ourward Act, in 
recalling, revolving, and reviewing in- their 
Thoughts patt ſinful ACtiovs with a rickling 
Pleaſure and Delight. 

It a Man ſhould write down his Thoughts 
bur of oze Day, and read them at Night, | he 
would reckon himſelf ha/f-diftrated, and be 
greatly amazed ar himſelf : And many a Per- 
ton would even buſh, and be quire aſham'd ro. 
ſpeak, whar he loyed to imagine and muſe _w 
Theſe 


188 Redemption of Time 
Theſe idle and evil Thoughts are they that 


juſtle and thur our ſerious and ſavoury thoughts | 


and meditations, and hinder -rhe divine Law 
and Teſtimony from being our Meditation all 
the Day. Vain Thoughts roo commonly loage 
wath us : Fer. 4. 14. They come into our 
Minds juſt as Travellers go into an Inn, ' who 
boldly take up:their Chamber there, and com- 
mand and call for what they would have? 
Whereas. T houghts ſhould be ſuffered ro come 
into our Minds only as Men. are permitted 'to 
go into.a Garriſen, who are firſt ttriftly ex- 
amined, who they are, whence they come, and 
what is their Buſineſs. We ſhould, with Da- 
vid, hate vain Thoughts, Pſal. 119. 113. call 
in our vagabond. wandring Thoughts - and 
Imaginations, and fix. them upon Glid and 
ſerious Things. Think nothing (ſaies St. Ber- 
nard) that may make- againſt thy Salvation : 


"Twas #00, little 'to ſay againſt it ; IT ſhould have 


ſaid, ſaies he, think of nothing beſide it. 
fifth Sort of Perſons reproved. 


| How very many meerly loſe much of their Time 
in Words ; wn pouring out great Floods of Talk; 
an Ocean of Words without one Drop of Un- 
deritanding 2 Many loſe their Words, and 
loſe their Time, in vain Speeches, unprofitable 
Prarling, trothy Difcourtng, fooliſh Babling, 
royith and rrifling talking and rwatling, 'that 
rends to no real good in the World. | his empry 
Char does cheat and cozen us of much of our 
Time, and is a careleſs throwing away every 
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Bay, and almoſt every Hour of the Day, 
omething of that which ought to be expend: 
ed for Erernity. How many idly ſpend their 
Time in queſtioning and talking abour the 
Change of the Moor, the Alteration or Qua- 
liry of the Feather ; or in curious and buſie 
Enquiries abour News, only our of an Ttch to 
know ſomewhat new, or merely ro find mart- 
ter. of - Diſcourſe ; and not our of a fincere and 
earneſt Deſire ro underttand how ir goes with 
the Church of God, thar they may order their 
Prayers and Praiſes ſuitably ro Gods Provi- 
dences and Appearances in the World rowards 
his People > How many waſte the Minter 
Evenings in telling of Tales, and old Wives 
Fables, and lirrle inſignificant Stories to their 
Children and Families 2 when they ſhould 
employ thoſe precious Hours in well acquaint- 
ing them with the Corruprion of their Na- 
rare, and the abſolure Necefliry of real Re- 
generation, of being born again, born from 
aboye : in often informing them of their Sin 
and Miſery, and inftructing them in the only 
Way of Salvarion by the meritorious bloody 
Death and Pafſlion, and the Illuminating fan- 
Chtying Spirit, and rhe healing recovering 
Grace of Gheild. 

How many loſe their Time by venturing 
weakly to talk of rhoſe Things which they are 
not n habitu to diſcourſe of, which they have 
not well weighed and itudied, and are unable 
to manage a pertinent proper Diicourle about ? 
And how do ſome loſe very much of what 
they ſpeak and take up Time in talking _ 

| or 
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for want of Obſervation and Accommodation of 
their Diſcourles ro the ſeyeral Tempers, Facul- 
es, Abilitics, Capacities, Conditions ''of thoſe 
with whom they have to do ? By which Mens 
' Seciery might eaſily be rendved more accept- 
able to. others, and become more profitable 
barh ro. others. and themſelves. How many 
loſe their Time and Breath in Diſputing and 
wrangling about endleſs and fruitleſs Contro- 
verſies, and unprofitable contending abour 
mere gpeculations, or ſuch Practices as have 
no influence inro the bettering or depraving 
the Souls of Men 2 How many laviſh out 
their Time and Diſcomſe in medling- praymati- 
cally with other Mens Matters that nothing 
concern them ? How many groſly abuſe rheir 
Time in ſpeaking too freely of Perſons, when 
they ſhould only ſpeak of Things. ? 

And here particularly, {ſuch Perſons deſerve 
to be found fault with, who ſpend their Time 
in flandering, derracting, whiſpering, tale- 
bearing, ſpeaking Evil of others when they 
have no lawful Call to do it : In talking unchas 
ritably of athers Lives and Deaths, in private 
characterizing, judging, cenjuring, back-biting 
of others. Theſe are as perfect in the Enu- 
meration of others Faults, _ — 
ries were the Books that ſhall be at t 
Day of Fudgment. Thi,” is in jo felf a baſe 
Temper where-ever it is ; with the Fly ro faſten 
no where bur upon a Sore ; hke a Cupping- 
Glaſs tro draw nothing bur corrupt Blood. T ms 
is. an ungodly Humour for any to ſuffer their 
Tongues to be bufily medling with - +þoſe wy 
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and Miſcarriages, Failings or Faulrs of other 
Perſons, which never grieved and troubled , 
ronched or came near their own Hearts ; and 
which they never ſecretly bewaild, and ſadly 
bemoand before God : "To be continually 
judging and cenſuring thoſe thar were never pri- 
vately and perſonally reprovd, lovingly and 
compaſſionarely admonzſhed, nor once earneſt- 
ly and heartily prayed for by them. This 
cenſorious Spirir is a Chriſtleſs Spirit. Feſus 
Chriſt is an Advocate with the Father ': He ex- 
cuſes, he pleads for Sinners : he makes the 
beſt of every Thing : he covers a multitude 
of Sins. Now when we do nothing bur rip 
open, and aggravate others Faulrs behind their 

, we are far from an-Imitation of Chri# : 
This is ſo far from being: a Chriſt-like, thar it 
is too evidently a Dzabolical Spirit : The De- 
oil, he 1s called an Accyſer ; and we plainly 
play Satans Parr, and act him to the Life, and 
iperd our "Time juit as the Devi/ does, 1f we 
wake it our Bulineſs ro be ever pryzng and 
finding of Faults, to be alwayes bringing 
Charges againft, and framing Accuſations of 
others. 'And the employing our Time thus 1s 
far from redeeming it. Might not we ſpend 
our Time far better in meekly admoniſhing of 
others, and in heartily praying for others, 
than in" raſhly judging and cenfuring of o- 
thers ? Ler me tell you, while we are alwaies 
pleading others grulty, we do but make our 


ſelves more guilty : /and thus to loſe our;own 1n- 


nocency, 1s ths to redeem pur Time 2 To 
render our ſelves uncapable of Wdeayen, is 
' this 
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this ro- work out our own Salvation ? Pſal. 
I5. 1, 2. Lord, who ſhall abide in thy Taber- 
nacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy holy Hill ? be that 
back-biteth not with hs Tongue, nor doeth Evil 
{Wrong, Hurt cr Injury] to hs Neighbour, ſin 
this way of backbiting] nor taketh up [that'is, 
with his Mouth ; that uttereth nor] a Reproach 
againſt hy Neighbour : that does not curiouſly 
pry into the Buſineſſes, Aﬀairs, Infirmities, ſe- 
crets of others, and then bufily divulge -and 
tell them abroad ro other Perſons ; thereby 
defaming, diſgracing, diſparaging and rendring 
Men contemptible one ro another ; and ſtirring 
up Strife, Hatred, Enmiry, Divifion and Quar- 
rels among Men. Where ſhall we now find 
the Chrifttian who deſerves the Commendatr- 


on thar once Sr. Ferome gave of Aſella, of 


whom 'he ſaies, Sermo ſilens, £9 filentium lo- 
quens ; ſhe was ſilent when the fpake, for the 
ipake only of religiow and neceſſary Things, 
not medling with others Perſons or Fame. 
How do many miſ-ſpend their Time and ralk 
in Vaih and ridiculous Self-p/orzation, and in 
uncomely affeRed, if nor falſe and ungrounded 


Commendation of themſelves ? In complement- 


ins and flattering great Sinners to their very 
Faces ? And ſome verv vile and wicked Wret- 
ches abuſe their Time and Tongues in {peaking 
a mulritude of. Lies, in frequent raking Gods 
Name in vain, 'in common. . and cuitomary 
Swearing, in mingling horrid and bitter Impreca- 
tions with their fportive Talk, and making the 
Wounds and Blood of God, and other ſuch ſad 
Words their fooliſh or peeviſh Modes of ſpeaking? 

ny 
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Many Mens Mouths run, like an Iſſue, no- 


thing bur ' Putrefattion : They vent and pour 


our putrid, unſavoury, rotten, filthy Diſcourſe, 
Eph. 4. 29. Colefſ. 3. $. apr only ro miniſter 
toa Vice, inſtead of miniſtring Grace unto the 
Hearers : Corrupt it ſelf, and tending to cor- 
rupt good Manners, and to infect the Fancies 
and defile the Minds of thoſe thar hear ir. 
They paſs rhe Time in uttering wanton, looſe, 
laſciviow Words ; in finging amorous and 
chſcene Songs ; whereas he that is merry ſhould 
— 5 om Fames 5. 13. 

ny mil-ſpend rheir Hours in inconvenient, 
Eph. 5. 4. ſcurrilons, immodeſt ; yea, many 
miſ-ſpend them in impious and profare Jeft- 
ing: in openly Scoffing ar good Men, and 
making merry with their Imperfe&tions, and 
their own Slanders ; and in jeering the holy 
Waies, and playing with the holy Word . of 
God. He that makes a Feſt of the Words of 
Scripture, or of holy Things, (as a earned Pen 
richly expreſles ir) plazes with Thunder, and 
kiſſes the Mouth of a Canon, juſt as it belches 
Fire and Death ; he flakes Heaven at ſpurn point, 
and trips Crofi and Pile whether ever he ſhall ſee 
the Face of God or no ; he langhs at Damnation, 
while he had rather loſe God, than loſe hs Feſt ;; 
nay (which is the Horrour of all) he makes a Feſt 
of Ged himſelf ; and *be Spirit of the Father and 
the Sen te become ridiculous. And 1s not this 
a monitrous carſed Improvement of prcc. ous 
Time, to uſe and employ 1t in profanely deri- 
ding, and deſperately abuſing the Ford and 
Spirit of God that gave it > Tis a good Saying 
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of the Reverend Bp. Davenant, Their, Madneſi 
$ to be deteſted and abominated , who know not 
how to be cheerful and merry, without daing Di: 
grace aud Diſhouwaur to Chriſt, aud putting « 
Mack, and Scaru on Religion, Mr. Herbert plajn- 
ly tells you their Doom ; 


None ſhall in Hell ſuch bitter Pangs endure 

As thoſe who mock, at Gods way of Salvation. 
Hom Oyl and Balſams kill what Salve can cure? 
They drink with Greediggſi a full Damnation, 


How few of us atl have ordinar;ly been cor- 
fiderate and watchful, wiſe and material, uſe- 
ful and prudenr in our Diſcourſes ; and have * 
frequently uſed our Tongues as Inſtruments of 
Piery, and ſpiritual Chariry ; of the Glorifi- 
cation of our Creator and Redeemer, and the 
neceſſary Edificatim, and Soul-advantage of 
our Brethren 2 How ſeldom has our h | 
been defign'd and directed ro the real Profit, 
and beft | ab of our Neighbour ? and our 
Span pm cur lo ordered and managed 
by us, that it night be apt to 3n{truft the I 
— to me 6 the ak Mat the Par 
derer, to reſtrain the Vicious, to comfort the Diſ- 
conſolate, and to afford a ſealonable Word t | 
every Mans Neceſſity e | 

Where is the Man, whoſe Tongue is as 
choice Silver ? Prov., 10. 209. whole Words are 
of real Worth and great Price : in whole 
Lips Wiſdom us faund, ver. 13. whole Lips 
Knowledg diſperſe Rnowleag, Prop. x4. 7. and 
15. 7. and feed mary ; Prov, 10, bh = 

0 


; 
| 
| 
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Words of whoſe Mouth are gracious, Eecleſ. 
10.12. whole Lips know . what s acceptable, 
Prov. 10. 32. whole Tongue i Health, ch. 12. 
18. whoſe Mouth « a Il! of Life, ch. 10. 11. 
whoſe wholeſame Tongue # 4 Tree of Life ; ch. 
15. 4. Whoſe inſtructive Speeches, and edify- 
ing Diſcourſes, and warm affectionate Con- 
verſes have happily helped others ro Life ? 
Where 1s the Man who i{peaketh Fords im due 
Seaſon, ver. 2.3. whole Hords are pleaſant wards, 
ver. 26. grateful ro God and good Men ? 
Where 1s the Woman that openeth her Mouth 
with Iiſdem, and in whoſe Tongue i the Law 
of Kinduneſi ; cb. 31. 26. or, gracious Initry- 
Qion ; or, ſerious Diſcourſe to Children and 
Servants of the Word of God and holy 
Things ? Oh how many Men and Women 
are there who have nct a ſavoury gracious 
Speech in the whole Day, or Week, or Month, 
or Year, no not in their whole Lives ! We 
may complain .of the conttant Diſcourſes of 
mot Perions in the Words of Sr. Bernard ; 
Not a V/ord of Scripture drops from them : 1o- 
thing relating to the eternal Salvation of Mens 
Seuls can- be heard among them © nothing but toy- 
ing and laughing, and light and frothy talking 
nh up their Time. 

Mens Communications are generally ſo un- 
profirable, and ſo corrupr, that rhe Conlide- 
ration. hereot made a contemplative Perſon 
cry out, As often as I have gone among Men, 1 
have return'd the leſf Man : And drew thele 
Words from another devour Perſon, I wiſh I 
bad oftener held my Tongue, would I had nos. ſo 
iS 2 fre- 
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frequently gone into Company ! But why do we fi 
willingly talk and. converſe together , ayes he, 
when, if we talk any thing long, we rareh 
come off witheut loſt, and ſeldom give over cem- 
mauming together without ſome Hurt firſt done to 
our own Conſciences. 

We have all of us often offended in Word ; 
nct remembring and confidering that even of 
every idle Ward: that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give Account in the Day of Fudgment : Matth, 
12. 36. And that (as a learned Biihop clears 
the Text) the Judgment then ſhall fall upon 
our Words, if not upon our Perſons; the Fire 
ſhall conſume fuch Hay and Stubble ; and 
though the Perſon himſelf eſcape, he ſhall fu- 
ſtain and ſuffer thar Loſs :- We ſhall have no 
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Honour, no fair Return for idle, uſeleſs, un- | 


profitable Diſcourſes, bur they ſhall with Loſs 
and Prejudice be rejected and caſt away. 

And therefore take St. Bernards Caurian , 
Let no Man count it 4 light matter to ſpend va- 
luuble Portions of kn precious Time in idle words : 
An1 labour to imitare. the- ancient Chrittians, 
of whom Tertull;an gives this Character, They 


Aifcou;ſe as thoſe that well lnow that God hears © 


erery Word thiey ſay. 


Henceferth ler us have a care of our words : | 


det us give our voice to Wiſdom, ever ſpeak to 
tome feful proficable Purpoſes, and on all juit 
and tit Occaſions, open our Months with bokd- 
aeſs in the Cauſe + 

ipend as much of our Time, and as many of 


God and, Goodneſs ; and 


| 
| 
| 


our Words as prudeutly may be, in matters of | 


courles, 


Religion, in Prayers and Praiſes and pious Dif- | 


I i. 
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courſes, in'aptly accommodating and ſeaſon- 
ably producing the wile and weighty Sayings 
of Scripture and ho'y Men, and in raking 'Oc- 
cafion from ordinary Occurrences to raiſe and 
promore ſpiritual Diſcourſes. 


A ſixth Sort of Perſons reproved. 


Such do juſtly fall under ſevere Cenlure, 
who profuſely ſpend their Time in vain Pleaſures. 


1. In Curiofity about drefſing and trimming 
the Body. 

2. In making dainty Provition for the Belly. 

3. In Play and Sport and. vain Recreations. 


1: How do the brave Gallants and 7audy 
People of the Times,  fordidly: uſe their Souls 
as 10 m_ Taylors, (erring them» to mind  eve- 
ry new Faſtion.; and very unmanly ſpend 
their Tune in over-nice and too curious x k- 
ing and drefiing of the Body, and povdering 
of the Hair ? (rhe Ponder quite forgetting the 
Duſt) lofing rheir Time inter pettinem ſpecu- 
lamqua occupati (to ule Seneca's Expretiton) by 
being wholly taken up berween rhe Cermb and 
the Glaſi, 'Thele are fo exceedingly concern'd 
for their Heads of Hair, or for the Periwigs 
they wear, that (to ſpeak in the Words of 
the fore-mentioned Philoſopher) rhcy had ra- 
ther that a whole Cemmon wealth ſhouid be tren- 
bled and diſturbed, than that their well-ſet Hair 
ſhauld be diſordered and diſcomprſed , and more af- 
fett rg be neat and fine, ſpruce and trim, than to be 
truly good and lonelt. K 3 And 
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And how do roo many of rhe other Sex, in- 
ſtead of carly looking, up to Heaven in Prayer, 
and ne diligently into the perfect Law of 
Liberty, lifr up their Mornzmg-Eyes to nothing 
bur a Lookzng-Glaſi, and e conremplare 
their Faces, and gariſh wanton Drefles; for 
: ſeveral Hours rogether, and even worſhip their 
own. Image, and fall in Love with their own 
Shadow ; and pleaſe themſelves to think, how 
the Eycs of others will be drawn ro gaze, and 
be pleaſed with looking upon them 2 "Theſe 
gentile 'Sinners ordinarily tpend the moſt of 
their Time before Dinner in the Arts and La- 
buurs'of Attire,” in putting on their Bulls and 
Fowers ; many m patching, and rco many in 
painting their Faces, and giving themlelyes 
another Colonr and Complexion than ever their 
Maker thoughr good to give them ; in making 
themielves a new Face, inttead of making 


themſctves a-new Heart : When as theſe id\y 


bafie Perſons might ſpend their: Hours a grear 
deat betrer im the trimming of their Souls, 
and adornmg their inner; hidden Man, 1 Pet. 
3: 4. and waking themſelves all glarious with- 
mz 1n putting 07 the Lord Feſus Chriſt, in put- 


nng oa Chriitian Charity, and clothing them- 


ſelves with Goſpel-Humiliry, and with the Or-. 


namenrt of a meek and quier Spirit, and in 
beauritying themſelves with all the Graces of 
the holy Spirit. 
- 2. How much Time do many ſpend in con- 
| triving how ro furniſh their Tables, to mix 
their Meats, to fill and garniſh our variety of 
Dijkes, ro- prepare and order their ſeveral 
at * Sauces z 
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Sances; m the pleaſing of their Palares, rhe 
pampering of rherr Fleth, and the {trengrhning 
of rheir Luſts ; m immogerate Earing, rio- 
rous Feaiting, frequent Junkering ; in excet- 
five Drinking, tarry#-ng long at the Wine, or 
firring long 'Tipling ar the Ale-houſe 2 How 
many ſuffer Senſualiry and Luxury to ear up 
their Time, and. make no greater Improve- 
ment of their Ycars than ro become accom- 
plifned Epicures ? 

How do fuch Voiſuptuaries make their Souls 
Cooks to look our Proviſions for their Bodies; 
imploying thew Mznds in ttudying and devi- 
fing Meats for their Bellies > How do theſe 
live as- if the Buſmeſi of their Lives were to 
pleaſe: and ſerve, 'to gratify and farisfy the 
Fleſh ? as if they were made for no higher 
than the mere animal Life ? as if they receiy- 
ed their rational Souls only to procure for, and 
ro animate the Organs of their Scnſuality ® as 
if, they were born for nothing elſe bur ro cloath 
and feed, ro purvey and provide, to cark and 
care for this vile Body, and were -capable of 
enjying no nobler Plcatures or higher Saris- 
faction than the Entertainment of rheir Senſes ? 
Though the Trurh of ir is, that ſenſual Plea- 
ſure (as Seneca well diſcourfes) is bur the Geod 
of a Beaſt. Carft thou reckon him, 1 will not 
fay among Men, but Mankind, ayes he, whoſe 
Life" too plainly ſlews that be placeth hs FHappi- 
neſi and Chief Good in Taſtes, and Colours, and 
Sends? Let him depart out of this goodiy Rank. 
and Order of Creatures that. are next unto the 
Gods themſetoes ; let him even go among, the brute 

K.4. Beaſts, 
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Beaſts. who us a Creature ſo much pleaſed and de- 
lighted in the Enjoyment of his Feod. 

How few do eat and drink, not merely 
with an Inrention tro preſerve the Body in 
Health and Strength ; but with ſuch Pru- 
dence, Care and Caution, as not ro over-che- 
rich and pamper, to embolden and erraze their 
Bodies ; ro 940 and weaken, to clog and en- 
flave their Minds to Senſe ; and ro inflame and 
provoke themlielyes ro Lrſt and Wantonnels ? 
How tew do ule the Crearures in ſuch ſober 
and moderate Meaſures, as may render their 
Bodies tame and governable, morigerous and 
obſequi:;ws to their Souls, and cheerful and ready 


i2 the exerciſe of any relig.ous Dury ? which / 


is certainly'the rue Notion of Coſpel-Tempe- 
rance. TIEN 

3. They allo are. here to be reproved, who 
nor only coaſume much of their Time in 
Dreiling and Tiring, Eating and Drinking, 
bur :/aviſh cut 4 conſiderable Portion of it in 
pleaſurable Sports and Recreations, Thele are 
they, who Beil:rophon like Forly ſpur on a fy- 
ing Herſe 3 fiudy to drive away that Time, 
which hbaiterh, and poſterh, amd flyeth away too 
faſt of it ſelf: And are of a like Mind wirh 
that Perfian King, who propoſed a great Re- 
ward to any that coull invent and tind out any 
new Paſtime. 

Theie Men waſte and wear our their Time, 
either 

(1.) By uſing wilawful Recrearions, which 
bave ſomewha: of $7 in them, ſomcrhing or 
other diſhonourable ro God, or injurious to 


their Neighbour. Or 
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Or elle, (2.) By abuſing lawful Recreations ; 
either uling them wn/eaſonab.y, or ell: immode- 
rateiy. 

(t.) Unſeaſenably, We ſhould never rake 
any Diverhon at tuch a Time, when any ne- 
ceſſs:y Dury roward God, that we are capable 
of, will be negl/efted by ſo doing. Again ; 
We ihould never ule any Recreation, but only 
to fir and whet our ſelves for Buſineſs and Em- 
ploymenr. We ſhould nor begin to play, ill 
weed of Boly or Mind require 1 : And there- 
fore /abour mult ordinarily go befere Recreation, 
and Recrearioa mutt follo:y afrer ir, as a need- 
ful Refreſhment of weak Nature afrer Wea- 
rinels, ro fie and enable any Perſon for freſ 
and furur2 Employment, and a cheerful ce 
rurning to farther Laboar and Pains-taking 1n 
his particular lawful Calling. Cicero fayes 
well, We may..uſe Recreation and Play, as 
we ao Sleep and other Kinds of Reſt, when far 
we have given due Attendance to weizhty and ſe 
rious Things. | 

Farther, (2.) As Time is loſt by unſeafon- 
able, fo ,by immoderate Recreation. The Earth» 
5 a Place for Labour and Indultry ; We were 
nor pur here as the Leviathan into the Sea, tt 
take our Fill of Pleaſure and. Sporr. 

But how many ſpend: their, Time zmme.1/u 
rably in Mirth and Mulick, Fob 21.. 13. Sing- 
ing and Dancing, Frolicking and. Sporting , 
Gaming and Playing at Cards and: Dice, or 
in. frequent going and long firring ro lee S24ges- 

Plaies 2 Alearned Biſhop expretics. himlelf ex- 
cllencly well. ro this Parpole > Mem reckgnz, 
k IF K 5 layes 
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fayes he, that there are none but Play-Daies in | 
their Life, and they can find never . a Working- 
Day among them. All their Daies in their Ca- 
lendar” are Feſtionls :'* And they are ſo far from 
miriding the 'Buſmeſs of Life, viz. dreſſmg up | 
their Souls for God in a bleſſed Eternity by Reli- | 
gion and Holineſi, that a Saint ſhould have na | | 
Refpet from many that pretend to honour him, T 
were it not that he pets them leave to play more ] 
freely: The whole Conrſe of their Lives is but 4 [ 
a 
[ 
\ 


ſporting Buſineſs, and when they lay afide their 
worldly Aﬀairs, it is but to obtain Leiſure to be 


more frolick. 
To plead thar fuch and fuch Recreations as 
you uſe- immoderately, are in themſelves ſimply 


lawful,” is an Exciſe that will never be admitted | 
and accepred by Ged, when in the mean Time 
neglet your neceſſary weighty Work and 
mploymenr. Surely you would never ſuffer | 
our own Servants {o to put off their groſs | 
releſneſs of important Butineſs that requires | 
reſt Haſte and Speed. 
+ *Tis a notable Saying of Cicero, He is not 
worthy the Name of a Man, that would chuſe to 
one whole Day in ſenſucl corporeal Pleaſure: 
urely then he leſs deſerves the Name of a 
Chriſtian, who by his good V Vill would live 
all bis Daies, and ſpend all his Years in raking | 
his Pleaſure and Recreation ; preferring the | 
Ptcafures of Senſe, rhe Enrerrainments of the | 
Phanke, -and the Recreations of the Body, | 
eſore the rational Manly Pleaſures, the de- | 
tghtful Exerciſes, and the folid Refreſhment 
and Satisfaction of the Mind : Mar” 
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the Judgment and Experience of the wiſe/t and 
bift Men, there 15 no greater :Pleaſure in the 
World than a generous holy Contempt, and 
rational religious Di/dain of. exceflive ſenſua 
Pleaſures. , 

A Life of Recreation is an abſurd and ridicu- 
lous Thing ; ro make that our conſtant Buſi- 
neſs, which ſhould only. fir us for Buſineſs. 
For a Man to make mere Recreations his-. 
main Ations and grand Employments, is full 
as foalilh and unreaſonable, as if he ſhould 
make all his Dzet of Phyfick or Sances, and his 
whole Garment of nothing bur Fringes.. 

As.we mult not begin with - Recreation, in 
the firſt Place, ſo, when we take it, we muſt 
not hold and continue it to9 long. 

It may ſeem a /evere Rule, bur well deſerzes . 
our-yery ſerious Conſideration, that the Wor- 
thy Mr. /;ately has given us to direct us in 
this Particular : 'Tis nor lawful for a man, 
layes he, in an ordinary Courſe, to. ſpend more - 
Time in any Recreation, than he has or ſhall . 
thar very Day ſpend and employ in ſome - 
Godly, and chiefly private religious Exerciſe. _ 
The Reaſon he gives is this ; We mult ficlt 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, and his Righteout 
nels, Matth. 6. 33. [firtt in refpe&t of Time; 
and firit in reſpect of Aﬀection ; primarily , 
and principally.} Now he that does fo, can, 
never ale ro beitow more Time in any Re- 
creation whatſoever , than in _rhote Things . 
which do directly make for the obtaining of. 
eternal Life, and that Righteouſneſs which will - 
ertainly bring. one thereunts,, —And farelty , 
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this is a moſt equal Thing, that the mt need- 
ful Duty (ould * have the mt Time beliowed 
upon it. How very faulty then are many, 
that. ſpend whole Dates and Nights ar Cards 
and Dice, and in idle Paſ-rimes, who never 
allotred cue Hewur of any ce Day, to be {j ent 
in ſecret, in that main Work and principal 
Employmenr, for which all their Life-time was 
allowed rhem ? 

Take heed of giving roo much of your 
Time to any Recrearions : You may quickly 
lole, not anly your Time, but your Hearts too, 
in ;!mmoderate Recreations ; and may thereby 
ſo hugely unfit. and indi/peſe your ſelves for 
Duty, that you may find it an hard Tuth and 
difficult Work, to bring back your Hearts 10 
their uſual Temper and wonted Frame again : 
As School Boys, after a Breaking up or Time of 
any extraordinary Play, have much ado 10 
fſettie, and fall hard and cloſe ro their Bcoks. 
again. 

gome good men bave. been fo tender, that 
they have blamed themſelves for rhe Ule of 
nol Recreations, which are apt to. conſume 
and deyour, to. eat and twallow up tv much 
Time |: And the Remembrance of Fine mif- 

;ent: in immoderate Recreations, has been na 

mall 'Irouble nor lighr Burthen to the cen- 
fidering Minds and ſenſible Spirits of fome very 
holy and eminent Chriſtians. I. find in Ms, 
Fox his Afts and Monuments, that Fobu Huſt, | 
a famous Refarmer and. worthy Martyr, in his © | 
hit Letrer wrote in his Impriſonment t@ one | 
My. Martin, bas theſe Wards .; Tou know-how 
gre nn: , I " tefwe 
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befare my. Prieſthood (which grieveth me now) [ 
have delizhted to play often-times at Cheſi, and 
have neglected my Time, , and unhappily provoked 
both my ſelf and others to Anger many Times by 
that Play : Wherefore beſides other my innume- 
rable Faults, for this alſo I deſire you to invecate 
the Mercy of the Lord, that he will pardon me. 

If the Recreation you uſe be lawful, ſea- 
ſonable, moderate, then you are certainly well 
emplezed, and never trouble and rorment your 
ſelves with the Thoughts that you; mighr be 
better employed ; fur (as one fayes truly) if we 
were alwaies bound to do that which is beſt, 
we could never tell whether we pleaſed God cr 
no. ; but ſhould be engagd and involv'd in 
needicis Jealoufies, perpetual Fears and endlets 
Doubts 

And here moreover, without making it a 
diftinct Head of Diſcourfe, I think among 
vain Recreations | may well reckon idle and 
needleſs, fruitleſi and unprofitable Viſits. Man 
indeed is a ſociable Creature, made and. fitted 
for Converte ; And the Comfart and Plea/are 
of humane Life does muck confiit in the de- 
firable Enjoyment of the Familiarity and So- 
ciery of prudent, diſcreet, Chrittian Friends ; 
And great Advantages are to be given and zor- 
ten by wile and good Diſcourtes ; And due 
Reſpects, and avz/ Kjndneſſes are to. be paied 
to Friends and Neighbours ; and all Occali- 
ons and Opportunities tg be taken and choſen 
of doing any confiderable good Offices -1q 
them, either 1n/reſpect of, their Souls, | or. Bo- 
dies, or Eitares. But. (as Seneca complains) 

We 
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we vainly fpend and wear ont onr ſelves- one npou 
another : Thu Man waits ipon one, that Man 
upon another ; but no Man gives diligent and due 
Attendance upon himſelf. 

' And 1 fear there are too many ro be met 
with, whoſe Feet abide not in their own Houſe, 


(as rhe wiſe Man ſpeaks, Prov. 7. 11.) that 
wander about from Houſe to Houſe, being Tat-. 


lers, and Bufie-bodies, ſpeaking Things which they 
e:2ght not (which is the Character the Apoſtle 


ves of them, r Tim. 5. 13.) who-go from. 


lace to Place ro fpread any flying Repore or 
Rumour, to carry any uncertain. and uncon- 
cerning News, and (if they may be lo happy) 
ro tell the firſt Story of ſome little Accidents 
and* perry Circumſtances. of Things : who 
run here and there our of a goſſiprng rarling 
Femper, or a pragmatical prying Fudan 
and a greedy Delire ro make Obſervations -of 
the Aﬀairs and Concerns of other Folks Fami- 
hes ; Or to ſhew their 9wn Dreſſes and Tires, 
and to ſee rhe new Faſhions of others ; Or to 
drink, or game and play away ſeveral Hours 
of rhe Day. There 'are r09 many that are 
weary.of rheir Time, and weary of themſehoes, 
and” hate the Work- and Employment they are 


called ro ' in their Families, and rhe Exerciſes 
of Devotion that ſhould be uſed in their pri- 


vate Cloſets ; and gad abroad- for a Diverhton 
from Dury, for rh» prevention. of melancho- 
lick Self-retletion, and for avoiding or drown- 


ing the diſquicting Clamours, 'and rreuble-- 


ſome Noiſes of rheir own guilty 'and' {tirring 
Conſciences : Theſe weary aud tire our their 
Nezghbours, 
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Neighbours, that they may not be a Burthen ar 
home ro rhemſelves: never remembring, or 
not conſidering that ſober Advice and folid 
Counſel of the wife Man, Prov.25. 17 With- 
draw thy Foot from thy Neighbours Houſe : leſt 
he be weary of thee, and ſo hate thee. 

Bur alas how few amongſt us are to be 
found, who make their Viſits tro theſe better 
Purpoſes, to help and afiſt, counſel and comforr 
fick Perſons ; to exerciſe Charity to the Souls 
and Bodies of poor Neighbours, ro minifter 
fuirable and ſeafonable Relief ro ſuch as are 
in real and great want and Need ; to furrher 
the Edificarion, and promote the Salyation of 
all about them ; ro labour and endeavour to 
bring ſome from their Errours or Sins; to 
mind one another of ther latter End ; in a 
ſerious and favoury Manner to ralk of rhe 
Kingdom, and rhe way to the Kingdom, and 
to help one another Heaven-ward ; to add ro 
one anothers fpirirual Knowledge, ro encreaſe 
and ftir up 0a another's Graces, to comfort 
and warm and ftrengrhen one anothers Hearrs; 
to affect one another with the Remembrance 
of God's Ordinances, and with the Confidera- 
tion of his Proyidence, to their Perſons, Fa- 
milies, Relanons, more particulary ; or to the 
Land of our Natiyity, and the People cf God 
and Church of Chriſt, more generaly; To 
bring one another to a due Seute of rhe Di- 
vine Mercies, and toa dread of the Divine 
Judgmene ; to pray with one another, and 
quicken one anorher to a reformation of their 
Hearts aud Lives, and a well ordering of 
them- 
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rhemſelyes and Famil:es, and the Redemption 
of rheir Time in theſe evil. Days and to a ſpeed- 
dy and ſound Preparation. of themſclves to 
ſuffer for the Goſpel, and for the Puriry of 
the reformed Religion, if God ſhall pleaſe to 
call them to 1t ? 

Thar Prodigy of early youthful Piery, and 
ſpiritual divine Proficiency ; Mr. Fohn Fancway, 
Fellow of Kings Colledge in Cambridge, once 
in Company fate down filenr, rook our his 
Pen and Ink, and wrote down in thort-hand 
the Diſcourſes that paſſed for lome rime roge- 
ther,amongft thole that pretended ro more than 
common Underftanding in the things of God ; 
and after a while he rook his Paper and rcad 
i tro them, and asked them, M/nether that talk 
was ſuch as tley would be willing God ſhould re- 
cord Þ Is \not tois 4 brave. rational divine Diſ+ 
courſe ({aics. he)  H/vere's our Love to God, and 
Souls, all this while ? Where's our Senſe of the 
Preciauſneſs of Time, and of the Greatneſs of our 


Account ? Did Saints in former Times uſe their 


Tongues to.no better Purpoſe > Would Enoch, Da- 
vid, or Paul, -have talked thus? Is this the ſweet- 
eſt. Communion of Saints upon Earth > How {of 
we'do to ſpend Eternity.in the Praiſes of Gad, if 


we cannot find ſome good matter for an. Hours Diſ- 
courſe ? I his he did to convince, and ſhame 
them our, of their, barren Diſcourſe. and. empty 
Canverlſe, and fcoliſh fruitleſs Communicanion, 
90d TY QHEEED and,-provoke them ro a more 
profrable 


Z Z 


Improvement , of their Society. 
| 4 
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4 ſeventh fort of Perſons reproved. 
They allo are juſtly blame-worthy who caft 


away their Time in exceſſive, immoderate, worldly 
Cares for ſuperfluons Things > Who (as the Philo- 
ſopher deflribes them) do wholly paſs their Life 
in feckirg and Precuring the Inſtruments of Life ; 
and are ſooner weary ef living, than of labouring; 
whoſe deſire laſts longer than their Ability, and 
Pewer to {aber for this World ; who reckon Od 
Age preitous only on this Account, that it laics 
them aſide, and hinders their lively and vigo- 
rous Purſuit of the things of tle World ; Who 
complain ſomrimes of the Trouble of bulinels, 
of the Weight of grear and full Employments, 
but canner find in their Hearts to leave them, be- 
catile. rhough they hate the Miſeries of their La- 
bours, yet. they. /ove the Gain and Profir, the 
Price and Reward of them. 

Who beitow a great Deal of Pains abour 
that they never intend to uſe ; Who toil and 
Iwear, tire and weary out themſelves to heap 
up Silyer and Gold, ro join Houſe to Houſe, and 
lay Field to Field, Iſa. 5. 8. all which rhey muit 
ſhortly exchange for a Trwf in the Church-yard: 
Who anxiouſly labour to raife and gather, 10 
clear & ſecure an Eſtate,which they muſt,every 
Man of them, leave unto the Man that ſhall be 
after them,aud none knows whether he ſhall be a wiſe 
man or 4 fool ; Eccl.2.18.and take no pains in the 
mean Tune to try and confirm their Title ro 
Heaven : Who are fo ſolicitous about plowing 
their Grounds, that they cannot break, up the 

Fallow 
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Fallow Ground of their own Hearts : Fer. 4. 3. 
Who are fo buſy in making up their Accounts 
with Men, that they mind nor the making. «&- 
ven their Accounts with God; So over-careful 
ro 1mprove their tempcral, thar they negle&t 
the Improvement of their ſpiritual Eitates: 
Who are like M:r:ha © fo cumbred and troubled 
avout many things, that they are ready to for- 
ger the oe only Thing which is abſolurcly ne- 
c:fſary, the happy Choice of thar good Part or 
Portion, which would be very acceptable t0 
Gol, and the Advantage of which would con- 


tinue ro themſelves to all Ererniry :; Luke 10. 


40, 41, 42. Who are fo taken up with worldly 
Dealings, rharthey. have little or none of their 


Corroerſation in Heaven © Who tay in their Hearts 


what Dake de Ala once replied to the King, 
who asked him whether he ſeen rhe Eclipſe 
of the S1un;thar he had ſo much Buſmeſs to do upon 
Earth, that he had.no tims to look up to Heauen”: 
Whoare more ſtudians and itiduitrious ro get 
a good earthly Bargain. than to ovrain a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, a. Crown of Life and Glory, and 
ro make fure of an heavenly and. eyerlaſting 
Kinzdom * Who have their Hearts as full of rhe 
VPorld as their Hands, and are ſo covetous and 
greedy of it, that rhey will loſe their Time and 
ler BO God and a good Cotiſcience for ir : Who 
luffer their worldly Employients' too often 
and eaſily to Fea/ away their fer and fated Times 
for Reading, Praier, Gonfelion Thank(-giving 
Meditarion, SefEExaminarion ; to rob their 
Dauries of their allotte4 Hours, or to borrow 
of rheir Duries their appointed” Sealons, with- 

» | Qur 
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out ever making any Payment of them. 

The learned and judirious Bp. Sanderſon, in 
4 Sermon Prcached ro the People, gives them 
this wholeſo:ne good Tuſtruction, nor to ingult 
themſelves ſo wholly into the Buſineſſes of 
their particular Callings as to abridge themſelves 
of convenient Opporruniries for the Exerciſe 
of thoſe religious Duties, which they are 
bound to perform by virtue of their general 
Calling. This (fays he) is a point of Drury ; 
Men - being commanded in their Callings to 
abide with G:d: A Point of Wiſdom allo ; it 
being a means to procure a Bleiling upon 
their Labour, from Ins hands ; who never fail 
eth ro ſerve them, that never fail ro ferve him. 
And a Point of Fuftice too, as due by way of 
Reſtitution : of which he gives this both ;nge- 
wmcus and ſolid Proof ; We make bald with Gods 
Day, (ſays he) and diſpence with fome of that 
Time which he hath ſan#ified unto his Service, for 
our own Neceſſities. It is equal, we fhould allow: 
him at leaſt as much of ours, as we barrow of his; 
though it be for our Neceſſities, or lawful Coniforts. 
But if we rob him. of ſome of his Time (as too often 
we do) empleying it in our own-Buſineſſes, without 
the Warrant of a juſt Neceſſity : we are to know 
t 15 Theft, yea Theft in the higheſt Decree, Sacri- 
ledge ; and that therefore we are bound, at leaſt 
as far as petty Thieves were in the Law, to a feur- 


fold Reſtitution. Exod. 22.1. 2. Sam, 12.6. 


Bur how very many fo ovecload and over- 
burthen themlelves and their Families with ordi- 
mry worldly Butfjnefſes, thar either they qy;te 
neg/eft their Ducics,” or put God off with flight 

and 
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and ſhort and haſty Duties ; and neither afford 
themſelves (uficient Time, nor allow their Ser- 
vants convenient Opporturaties of remembring 
their God, and minding their Souls Neceflt- 
t12s. 

Theſe have no leiſure to conſider, that the 


Soul is of more worth than the Body, and | 


Heaven more valuable than the Earth: and 
rherefore that the "Things that neceffarily con- 


| 


duc2 ro faving of rhe Soul, and ſecuring of | 


Heaven, mutt not wholly be neglected for a- 
ny bodily Concernments, or worldly Intereſts 
whatſoever. We mult firſt ſeek the Kingdom 


of G d, and chiefly lay up a Treaſure in Hea- | 


ven : and therefore we mutt not {uffer world- 


ly Cares to take up an undue Proportion of our \ 


Tune. 

We muſt nor engage in fo many Buſineſles, 
nor 10 eagerly purſue and follow any, as that our 
ord;nary worldly Afﬀairs ſhould hinder our (elves 
or our Families from the Performance of ordi- 
nary relizions Exerciſes. It 1s reported of the 
famous Mr. George Herbert, ſometime Orartor 
of rhe Univerſity of Cambridge, that when he 
came to have a Family, he was eminent and 
exemplary for his ſpirtual Love and Care of 
his Servants : by his own pratice teaching Mjt- 
ers this Duty, to allow their Servants dayiy 
Time, wherein to pray privately, and to enjoy 
them to do it : holding this for true generally, 
That publick Prayer done to ſuch Perſons, is ns 
Prayer at all, Our Love and Care even of our 
Servants ſpiritual Welfare, ought to be greater 
than our Love and Care of the Things of this 
World. As 
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As many ſo deeply plunge themſelves into 
wnneceſſary Bulinetles, that they have no Lei- 
ſure for religious Performances : So ſome to 
mainly mind earthly Things, that they make 
Religion ſubſervient to their worldly Employ- 
ment, take up a fſpecious Profeflion of Reli- 
gion, and fair Form of Godlineſs, chiefly to 
invite and draw Cuſtomers to their Shops ;- and 
thar rhey may deal falſely and wjuſtiy, with- 
out Queſtion or Suſþreion ; and gain unreaſon- 
ably and: unconicionably, by a difſembled $an- 
Aity and fictitious Piery. 


The laſt Sort of Perſons reproved. 


And laſtly ; Some Perſons are to be reproy- 
ed for miſ-ſpending their Time in their Duties. 
You may think this ffrange, that Time ſhould 
be thrown away in Dutzes. But I would have 
you to underitand it may ; for you may loſe 
your Tune 1n Duttes, rhele rwo waies ; 


1. By performing them unſeaſonably. 
2. By doing them formath. 


1. You loſe Time in Dury, if you perform 
it unſeaſonably. And that may be done theſe 
rwo Wales. . 

(1.) When one Duty thruſts and juſtles out 
another, and ſo the Duty is mſ-zimed : As if a 
Man do ſpend that Tune in his Cloſet, and in 
religious Devotion, which God dues require 


z Jum to employ 1n his Shop, and in following 


tus Vecation, SO again ; if you read and pray 
privately 
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privately at home, when you ſhould artend on 
the publick Ordinance : Or, read in your 


Bible, or Prayer -Book, at Church, when you | 


ſhould hearken ro the Sermon there : Or, if 
you do nothing bur read, when you ſhould 
meditate ſomerimes, and confer ſomerimes : Or, 
if you give way to ſuch good Thoughts, as.in 
Prayer, or hearing the Word at any Time, 
come into your Mind, bur are impertinent and 
irrelative to the Matter in hand : Such 
Thoughts, tho' they be materially good, yer 
are formally evil; tho good in themſelves, yer 
are ſinful to thee, at ſuch wnfit and inconvenient 
Times ; and will ar leaft taint and fly-blow thy 
neceflary preſent Dury. To do any Duty 
wharever, when you ſhould rather do another, 
1s to -2;/-ſpend Time about ſuch a Duty, which 
is to you wnſcaſenable. 

(2.) When Duty is perform'd at ſuch a 
Time, when we are meſt unfit for it, then it 
is 1nſeaſonable, and Time is leſt in it : As when 
we go to Prayer, when we are fitter to go t0 
ſleep ; and kneel upon the Cyſhion, when we 
are fitter ro lay our Head upon the Pillow ; 
and 'hold up our Hands then, when we are 
icarce, able ro hold open our Eyes ; and ſpeak 
to God then, when we hardly hear our ſelves 

eak. R 
When Luther during his retirement in the 
Cattle at Cabwrga, for his Safery, enjoyed more 
leifure than ordinary ; one Vitus Theodorws , 
who then hved with hjm, informed Melan- 
Fhon concerning him, rbar he ſpent in Prayer 
every Day three Hours at lealt, and thole that 
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were fitteſt and propercit for his Studies. 

And it is commendable in ſome Maſters of 
Families, that as ofren as they can do it with 
any convenience, they perform Evening-Prayer 
in their Famulies betore Red-Time, yea before 
Supper-Time, when they are not clogg d with 
Meat, nor heavy with Sleep ; but are every 
way Ffreeſt and fitreſt for Duty, Wul you fer 
your ſelves and your Houthold ro do Gods 
'Vork, when you are wholly un{it ro do your 


own ? You lole Time in Duty, by performing 
it anſeaſonably. That's the firlt. 
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2. You loſe Time in Duty, if you perform 
Duty no otherwile than formally, cultomarily, 
lightly and ſuperficially. It you handle holy 
Things without any Feeling ; If you do the 
Duty, for the Matter of x, bur fail in the 
Principle and Manzxer of the Duty, and never 
look to the End of the Dury ; have no rcal 
Detign,, and hearty Intention to plea/e and 

lorify God thereby, and to gain and encreaſe 
1n true Holineſs of Heart and Life. 

If you act, nor our of a Principle of Love, 
and inward Life and Liking, but only our of 
ſome external reſpet ; It you periorm your 
Services, not out of a filzal ingenuous Diſpo- 
fition, but merely out of a ſav;ſh Fear of 4 
ing beaten, or of /o/ing the ages you. expect 
for your Work : If you ule kk x a careleſi and 
ſupine Devotion : If you matter nor art all 
how little you do for God, or what 1s. the 
Frame of your Minds and Hearts in what 
you do : It you give way to vain Tyorghts 

MY 
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in holy Duties : If you be not zntent in your 
Religious Services, but inſtead of uſing the 
World, as if you uſed it not, you uſe good Du- 
ties as if you did not uſe them ; obierve the 
Lords-Day, as if you obſerv'd it not ; con- 
fels and repent, as if you did no ſuch thing ; 
hear, as it you heard not ; and pray, asif 
you prayed nor : If you pray only our of Cy- 
ftom,” and do not mind and well conſider whar 
you ſay, norare affected with whar you ſpeak, 
nor delire what you ask : If you pray, and 
read, and hear, only becauſe you are brought 
up fo to do, and have taken up ſuch a Practice, 
or becauſe you would ſatisfy natural Conſcience, 

and have the good Opinion and Word of all in | 
yoar Families, and be commended by your 
Neighbours for re/igzows Perlons ; and do not 
pray to thy nec:{[ary End, that ſo you "y en- 
joy Communtoa with God, and get and ob- 
rain Pardon, and Grace, and Strength from 
God ; nor read the Scripture and good Books, 
and hear the Word preached, that to you may 
know your Duty 'in_ order to rhe Practice and 
Performance of it; all the Time rhart 1s thus 


fpent in Duty, is 1n a manner Tune loſt and 


miſ-fſpent : In ſo doing you-lo{e your Duties, 
and you l;ſe your TimeTo0. 

Bur eſpecially, if any ſhall dare ro do nothing 
but whitper, and talk, and laugh ; ro mock 
and jeer at the Word, and the Miniiter of it ; 
tro be undecent, and rude, and profane in 
their Carriage and Behayiour, in a Chrittian 
ATembly, in the Time ot Divine Worſtip, in | 
the Preſence of the great God, and un the 
Sigit 
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Srobt of the holy Angels ; 1 Cor. 11, 10. This 
is to /oſe the Time of publick Duty, if it be to 
be leſt at all ; This is to loſe the "Time of Du- 
ty, with 2 I; tneſs. 
{nd to I have done with the third T 

ramely of Reproof and Rebuke to ſeveral = 
of Perſons, who are guilty of the Leſs, the 
lamenrable Loſs of their precious Time, and 
unvaluable -Opportimztics. 


CHAP. VI. 


The fourth and laſt Tſe 5 of Exhortation, ta 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, the People in general. 
Six quickening Mctives to preſi the Duty of 
Redemption of Time. (1.) Conſider how neta- 
bly Feſus Chriſt redeem'd the Time, when he 
wes here in the Warld. 1. He redeens'd the 
Time, to ſave s. 2. He redeem d the Time, 
to be an Example tous. (2.) Conſider furtner, 
that as Chrift did once redtem the Time, to 
ſave us ; So the Devil docs dai.y redeem the 
Time, to deſtroy ws. (3.) Corſuaer, [ ow very 
netabily matiy of the Saints and Srvants of 
God have improved and redeemed their Time. 
(4.) Conſider, that it s an att of Spirit 
WW; iſdom to redeem the Time, and mere Mad- 
neſs and groſs Folly net to rederm the Tims. 
(5.) Conſiter, that if now thou loſeft and [qui 
dereſt aw.1y thy Time, 2.oct wit At Lift be fer- 
ted thy feif to condemn thy teoiijh Nevligence, 
and to juſiity the Care ard D;ligonce & Ges, 
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that were wiſer for their own Souls, than thy 
ſelf, (6. Conſider, that do what we can to 
redeem our Time, we rp never repent at laft 
of any Care we have had to.redzem it, but ſhall 
certainly blame and find fault with our ſelves 
for being ſo careleſs of otir Time, ſo negligent 
of good ' Opportunities as we have been. Seri- 
ons conſiderative Chriſtians do blame them- 
felves for their Loſs of Time, even in their 
Life-time : but they are eſpecially ſenſible of 
it, and exceeding'y aſhamed of themſelves far 


it, at their Death. : 


HE fourth and laſt Uſe ſha!l be of Ex- 
hortatien, to put you upon the Duty . of 
Redeeming Time. 

Ler Mazi/trates vigoroully redeem the Time, 
in the fairhful Execution, and. impartial Ad- 
miniſtration of governing Fuſtice ; and in be- 
ing active and zealous, bold and cuuragious 
in the Cauſe of God and Goodneſs : 1n being a 
Terrour, t6 Evil, and nor. to, good Works ; Rom. 
13.-3, and in acting for the Puniſhment of 
Evil-doers, and for rhe Praiſe of them that ds 
well : 1 Pet. 2. 14. 1n reprefling Vice, and 
checking Profanenels, and daily daſhing ' Sin 
our of Countenance ; and in countenancing 
and encouraging, nouriſhing and cheriſhing So- 
briery and 'TLemperance, Verrue.and Godlinels, 
Holineſs and Religion. | 

Ler Mimiſtersinduſtriouſly redeem the Time, 
in wot ſhunning to declare to the People all the 
Connſel of God ; Afts 20. 27. in urging Truths 
uron their own Hearts, and prefiing and en- 
forcing 
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forcing them upon: others Svuls ; in Tabouring. 
abundantly in the. Lords Vineyard ; in taking 
heed unto themſelves, and to their Doftrine, and 
to all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made them Over-ſeers ; in feeding the Church of 
Ged with the wholſome Food of found words ; 
ver. 28. 1 Tim. 4. 16. 1n watchins, for Souls, 
a they that muſt give Account ; | Heb. 13. 17. 
in daily warning Sinners with Tears ; Aﬀts 20, 
31. in perſwading Men with Earneftneſs and 
Imporrunity,, as thoſe that well know the Ter- 
rour of the Lord ; 2 Cor. 5. 11. in endeavour- 
ing to ſave themſelves and them that hear them, 
1 Tim. 4. 16. to ſave ſome with Fear, pulling 
them out of the Fire ; Fude 23. 1n raking all 
poſſible Care, leſt rhey beat the Air, 1 Cor. 
9. 26. and, run in vain, and labour in vain ; 
Phil.'2. 16. leit their Peoples Blood be required. 
at their Hands, Ezek. 3. 18. and leſt when they 
have preached to others, they themſelves ſhould 
become Caſl-aways ;, 1 Cor. 9. 27. in diſcharg-, 
ing their Duty ſo painfully and fairhfuliy, thaz 
though Iſrael be not gathered, though the. ttray- 
ing and ftragling Sheep be nor reclaimed and 
brought home to God, yer they may: be. glori- 
ow in the Eyes of the Lord, and their Gol may 
be their Strength ; Iſa. 49. 5. That they may 
be pure from the Blood of all Men, Aﬀs 20. 26. 


.and may finiſh their Courſe with Foy ; :,uer.:24. 


and be able ro ſay, as the molt laborious and, 
indefarigable Apvitle, Sr. Par, exprefied bim- 
{elf, with an Heart full of Comfort, when 
the Time. of his Departure was: at- hand ; 
2 Tim, 4. 7, $, I have fought a good Fight, as 
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a fairhful Souldier ; I hav? finiſhd my Conſe, 
As a ſtrenuous Runner ; I have kept the Faith, 
as a truity Depoſitary : Henceforth there 
laid .up for. me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the rigliteeus Judge, ſhall give me at 
that Day. | 

Yea, let People in; general give all ſcrious 
conttant Diligence ro redeem the Time, and ro 
mike their Calling and Election ſure : Belicy- 
ing, and confidering, that we were nor ſent 
into tais World ro ear, and drink, and flcep, 
and ſforr, and play ; to take our Pal(-rime and 
Recreation, and to enjoy a little ſhort carnal 
Mirth, fome ſenſual finful Pleaſure, or world- 
iy Prof, .or earthly Honour, for .a ſeaſon ; 
Bur to live in the conſtant Excrcile of Reaſon, 
And Yertne, and true Gcodneſs : To itudy the 
Narare and Attributes, rhe Mind and Will, 
the Word and Works, the Laws and Waies 
gf Cod : To keep the Commandments of Ged, 
and the Faith of Feſus : Rev. 14. 12. To war- 
fhip and ſerve our Creator, Redeemer, San- 
MAtifier and Comtorter : To prepare and pro- 
vide for Eternity ; and to do good to all, while 
we have Opportunity. 

And here, ro proceed particularly, I ſhall 


1. Pzopound fome Motzves, to quicken you; 
And then, 

I. I ſhall give you ſome Direfions, ro help 
you ro gain the Tune, and redeem rhe Op- 


porruntty. 


"To pres you te the Duty, belidcs the (e- 
veral 


er er H_ 
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yeral Reaſons of the Dotrine (which are alſo 
fo many Motives to'the Duty) I ſhall farther 
hy you down a {ix-fold Motive. 


The firſt Motive. 


Firſt con{ider; how notab,y C hriſt redeem'd the 
Time, When he was: here in the Wo:ld. DT 
beeometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. ſayes he, 
Mr. 3. 15. Wiſt ye not that I muſt be about my 
Fathers Buſineſs ? Luke 2. 49. I muſt work the 
Works of him that ſent me, while it is Day : the 
Night cometh when no man can work, ob. 9. 4. 


1. He redeemed the Time to fave 1s. 
2. To be an Example to us. 


Tr. He redeemed the Time, to ſave tn; 111 
whole Life, to his very Death ; yea, his Life 


- and Dearh were nothing elite but a continnd! 


Courſe of doing and ſuffering for our Salvation. 
Did Chriſt ſpend his Time, his Labour, his 
Blood, to ſavers? and ſhall we be backward 
w ſpend our Daies, our Pains, our Strength 
to 7 him > Did Chriſt redeem the Time, ro 
accompliſh and work: out our Redemption 2 and 
fhall nor w2 redeem the Time, ro ſecure and 
work cut cur own Salvation ? 

2. Chriſt redeem'd the Time, to be'an Ex- 
ample to us. Not an idle Word ever came our 
of his Mouth. He fpake as never min ſpake; 
and did as-never man did. He was ler.ous and 
ſavory, holy and heavenly in his privare Con- 
verles, and rook all Occahons ro ſpiritualize” 
li. 4 his 
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his Difcourſes.. He redeemed Tyme for fecre* 
Prayer ; He went about deing goed : Aﬀs 10 
38. He neglected his: bod:ly Food, to gain an 
Occaſion of ſpiritual Converſe, and to feed 4 
Soul : He protefleth, it was his meat to do the 
will of him that ſent lim, and to finiſh bis work; 
Folm-4. 34. his Delight to do the will of God. 
Pſal..4o. 8. "This he did, leaving us an Exam: 
ple, that we ſhould follow hs Steps ; 1 Pet. 2. 21. 
an eminent Example to be tranſcribed and 
copied out by us ; that we hkewiſe ſhould 7e- 
deem the Time, in Imitaticn of him, and Con- 
formiry to him. 

Now where are the Men thar ſeriouſly 
confider, Thus, thus + Fefus Chriſt liv.d 1n the 
World ? and are ready to ſay within: them- 
felves, I will do nothing bur whar F would 
do if Feſus Chriſt were by : .F would act now, 
gs if 1 followed Chrilt at. the Heels. How 
very. many have liy'd already. the full Age of 
our blefied Saviour ? Nay, , how. many have 
doubled onr Sazieurs Ave 2 and, yer how ifew 
have livd after the manner of. the Lite- of 
Chrilt, '9nue Day or Hour ? or, an'conformity to 
our Partern .and Excemplar,, m any Meaſure 
done the, Wilt, and wrought the Work of 'our 
heavenly. Father 2 1 may, yery fixly here take 
up the Words of a Religions Perſon, Thou 
mazcſt well bluſh. to behold the Life of Feſus Chriſt, 
becauſe as y:t thou haſt ſtudied no more to con 
form thy ſelf to him, though thou hajt been long 
an the Way of Ged. 

_ Letr us henceforward daily cye the Life of 
Elſt, as that which is an Example to us in 
all 
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all our Actions and Morions in the World ; 
in the midit of all the Pafioms ro which we 
are ſubject, and Temp:atirns ro which we are 
expoſed. Lets frequently reflect upon our 
ſelves, and ſeriouſly lay, Did Chrift live thus > 
In all our Actings and Underrtakings ler's tay 
continually, 7 u'd Ciriſt do thus 2 It nor, how 
dare 1, who profels my {elf a Chriſtian, ven- 
rure upon it ? If Chriſt were. now upon rhe 
Earth, would he be waſteful and prodigal of 
his Hours 2 would he be looſe and wanton, 
vain and profane in his Life > wonld Chrilt 
ſwear, and curſe, or by any means be tempr- 
ed ro Perjury or falle Teſtimoay 2 would he 
be drunk himſelf, and delight ro make others 
drunk > would Chriſt ſcoff and mock ar Re- 
ligion and Holineſs, and .jear and deride the 
ſtricteſt Profeflors and Pradctiſers of i: * would 
he that once wept over Feryſalem, be now jo- 
vial and merry, when publick Miſery and com- 
mon Calamity hangs over the Heads of a 
People laden with Iniquiry 2 conld he find in 
his Heart to laugh and {port over a totrering,, 
linking, fainting, dying Nation ? 

Take care to walk, evan as Chrift walked : 
1 John 2. 6. Atm and endeayour to bz in the 
World, as he was in the VWWirld. 1 Fohn A. 17. 
When you riie in the Morning, refolve thus 
vith thy ſelf ; 1 will ths Day itudy ro behave 
my ſelf as Criſt did : I will Jabour ro exer- 
cue thole Verruvs, and to act thoſe Graces, 
which Feſus Chriſt, when he was here on earth, 
was eminent in anl exemplary for : I will 
this Day frive to be az meck. and humble, as 


L 4 free 


224 Redemption of T ime 
free from pride and paſſion, malice and re- 
venge ; as clear from: coverouſnels and earthly- 
mindedneſs, diſcontent and impatience, as 
Chriſt himſelf was : To be as watchful againſt 
the World and the Devil, as reſolv'd againt 
Temptation, as fober and temperate, as juſt 
and nghreous, as kind and nrerciful, as uſeful 
and beneficial ro ail abvuur me, according to 
my meaſure and capacity, as Cur; himſelf 
was : To do every Thing fo, even as Chriſt 
himſelf, were he placed in ſuch circumſtances 
as I am, and ftood in the ſame relutions as [ 
do, would do and a. 

Whar Chriſt has done in cur Flejfſ> before us, 
Is very psſible ro be done by us, in the ſtrength 
of God and Chriit. And it 1s a Thing nor 
only fccible, bur very reafonavle, that we the 
Nijciples and'Servants of Chriſt ſhould improve 
or Tim2 to the be.t advantage ; when he our 
great Lord and M fer loſt not an Hour, mit- 
tvent not a Mijwute of all the Time of his 
whole Life lead h:re upon-Earth: 

Ir 1s rrae, we can-never ex4t!y anſwer-02:t. 
Copy, nor fully come up to our Example 5 Burt 
ler's endeavour to Cone as rear as we can : 
for (as Mr. Herbert excellently} ler this encaur 
7.270 yOu ; a 


IT.'o geeth inthe TWay which Ciriſt hath gone, 

Is mc» mare ſure to m2zt with him, than one 
Toat travellzth by -wates. 

Perhaps my God, though he be far before, 

My turn, and take m2 by the hand, and mare 
M.ty ffrengtoen my decays. 


The 
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The ſecond Motive. 


Conſider in-the ſecond Place, Thar as Chriſt 
did redeem the "Time, ro fave us; ſo the De- 
oil. dyes. duly redeem the Time, to deſtroy us. 
As there 1s a good Spirit aCtive in the World; 
mviting and alluring Men ro Vertue an4 
Goodnels, and endeayouring ro bring therry 
wa participation ef Holineſs and: Happinely 
with hunfelf; So there is an evil, -impure, 221+ 
bodied Spirit, perperually- ſoliciting and- inti- 
cing Men to Sin and Wickednefs, and labour- 
mg continually to hurry and precipirate rhem; 
or gradually and inſenfibly ro draw them+ inre 
th? lame.comdirion-'of Perdition- and/Detru:tt- 
on, into which he himſelf is- fallen and ſank; 
wit:out hope of Remedy, . or” poltbility of 
Recovery. The Devil. was a murtherer from 
toe beginning. Foln '$. 44: He fer upon Aden 
In Paradiſe, who was in his full ſtrength + He 
provoked D:tvid to. mumber the People © 1 Chron: 
21. 1. Yea, he atlaulred Chriſt himfelf, M#: 4. 
who was-no: only the So of David, but ras 
Son. of G24, and hal wvothing in him'*0- givt 
advantage rohim. AnJ when- Saran left him; 
being overcome by him, he departed*+ from 
him but for 4 ſea/on, Lug 4. 13; as it -relol- 
Ing totake a tit opportunity to rerurt pate 
to him, and have. another bour with-: ham: 
And he. tha: rakes heart to-fight with the Had, 
wil never ſpare the. Manb2rs -; He daily-fol- 
boys the Dilciples - of Chrut, . deſigung 19 
graw-them-:from G24 an4.rheiv Darg ' co: Ho 
L 5., defar. S 
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deſir'd to have the ſifting and ſhaking of Peter, 
hbcrry 10 do his wortt ro drive him from the 
Faith of Chriit. Luke 22. 31. He ſtudies to 
get advantage of 16." 2 Cor. 2. 11. The Head 
of this old maliciqus ſubril Serpent is alwaies 
plotting and contriving our- Sin and Miſery, 
Fall and Ruin. We are not ignorant of his 
Devicss,, or ſophiltxcal Reaſonings, ver. 11. He 
coatingally ulgth: his Metheds, or Wiles. Eph. 
6. 41. he. Temprer ' will tempr by ſome 
means Or .other ;. 1 Theff, 3. 5. utually by ſup- 
geſtion, prompting ang cating of evil Thoughts 
inro our Minds : ' And often by Perſwaſion, or 
prefling tie 'Suggeſtion, with ſuch Reaſons 
and Arguments. as may move our Minds to 
apprave, and incline our Wills to conſent ro 
tome Evil as good. ;He labours ro perſwade 
us, either by promiſing lame good, or threat- 
' vip (ome evil.ro us; And ſomerimes he rempts 
us. by ,i:/tigatron and provication , or reſtleſs 
and imporiunate vr7gi#2 of the Suggeſtion, ill, 
if ir be politble, he has gain'd our Conſent. 
He. makes ir his buſineſs to rempr -us either 
mmedittely, grmadiate'y, by his Agents and 
Inſtruments ;. .mating ue of rhe choiceſt and 
mo:t {tkely In/trymexts ww work with us, and 
prey} upon us: { He ſts his Temptations to 
our Tempers, and obleryes and rakes the moit 
convenient Seaſons of dealing ſucceſsfully and 
eftettyhily with ws : - He-1s! itil laying his. 
14xaps Atl Snares, to take us captive! ab hu will. 
2. Þ11 4. 26; :He 1s. ready to'affautr us. with 
his frery- Darts :- Eph, 6. 16. to propoſe ſuch 
Jenſual Baits, which, like puiſon'd Darts; in- 
flaming 
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flaming rhe parts, will wound us to Dearth, it 
the conſideration of cur Duty, the Promiles and 
Terrors of Chriſt, recei ved by our Faith, do 
not help ro quenci them. 

The D#vil loſes no Momient of time, that 
may ſerve his Deſign, and further his Endea- 
roar to undo us : He 1-rs ho Opportunity lip 
of doing us any Miſchief. He 1s a nimble, 
ſtirring, buſy Being. He goes to and fro in the 

Earth, and waihs up and bin in it. St. Peter 
rells ns from his ow EXPEYICHCE, Luke 22.31. 
and with fome reference to Satans Confeſſi on and 
Acknowledgment, Fob 1. 7., that our ' Adver- 
ſary the Devil, 'as a roa; ing Lion, wa ther about 


Jerking whom he may devous, 1 Pet. 5. 8. Hes 


an A.tverſary in Law (as the W nd” hete uſcd 
mp! 753) 2 canning Plain? iF, whoſe Work It 
1s 'nPbtx 4:1 occa flotns ro ind} and accuile us 
beturc © o1. ie is alio ann Enc: iny 11 War : 
A fubtil, and flrow Enciny, like a Lion : A 
fizrce and” furicas Enciny, like a Lion roaring 
rmrough Aer, of kmpat tent FTzmger, to fright 


and a: Naze, and to caich his Prey * A ventu- 
rous daring Enemy ; like a roaring 1.1 on pinch d 
with Hanger rCat ly to ſet upon any thin? 2s 


his Prey : An indefari Igably . reſtleſs and indn- 
frious Enemy ; like a Lion waikins up and: 
down as intent 4s may & Be tro take and pur {ue- 
ev2ry occaſion and opporrunit y that ofers and 
pretents ir {eif to him ; alwaies witchins how 
to ger ns into his pov: »r and reach { And lait- 
ly, as miſcnizvous and permcious, as mortal 
an1 deadly an Enciny as Can bz - carneitly 
feeking, not whoin ke may 472, ar. lichthy; 

DUre. 
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hurt and wound, but whom he may devour; 
undo and deliroy, Soul and Body ; ſwallow 
down at one draught, as the word agmmiver 
ſigntfics ; and by iwallowing him down, as 
It were turn him into lis own. Natiue, make 
him Partaker of a diabclical Temper. 


As Gcd is giadvflgen@ , a Lover of all, 


Men ; ſo the Devil is weeplewn'&, an Hater 
of all Men : And as God loves the Faithful 
peculiarly, to the Devil is an Enemy to them, 
eſpecially : | your ] Adycriary, faics St. Peter 
here emphatically : Above all, he defircs { your ] 
Deſtructiorf, with an inſatiable Appetite. 


Naw what's the. Apoſtles Inference from all. 
this .* Why faince the Deyil is ſedulous and. 


varchful, do not you become ſluggiſh and fe- 
cure, but be ſober axd vigilant: Be ſeber, that 
you may be vigilant: Be. vigilant ; ypryenaars; 
Ler.excry Chnilian be a Gregory, a Vigzlantius, 
not only. awake, bur watc/:ful ;- confideranve, 
and active ; recollec&t and atrend ro Princt- 


ples. of Action, and reduce and improve gocd: 


Principles. to. ſeaſonable Chrittian, Pratice : 
De habitually careful and dihgcprt, and very. 
intulttionſly uſe and .exerctle. all ' appointed, 
approved means, whereby he. may be 1tuirably: 


provided and prepared, and may nor be un-. 


happily. furpriz'd and/ foiled by, any ſuddain, 


Afaulr of las Spiritua! Enemy. ' Eecauſe the 
Devil is ſo vigilant to. work. aut your Damna: 
#4en, be you therefore vigilant to work out your, 
SxlVation.. beg 

The Devil is id ro khave.- preat-wrath, be- 


eaye be knowgeth Le bath La ſhort Time : Revs. 
L e; Is. 


+ KBs ai I" 


a-good Duty. in evil Daies., 229. 
12. 12. He is ſo much the hotter and more 
eager, becauſe his. Time 1s contracted, and 
draws to-an end. He redeems Time myſt at 
laſt ; and yer he was a:ways buſy enough, ever 
over-buſy ; He never loſt any of his Time. in 
the way of. Temptaticn.:: He never neglected” 
any Occa{ion of gaining Experience, and per- 
fecting himſelf in his Arts and Stratagems of ſo- 
liciting and ſeducing unwary. and inconſiderate 
Sinners. Ler us /earn here of the very Devit 
limſelf.: Ler us, who have loſt much of our 
Time, be as laborious ro. redeem it ta our be- 
nefit and advantage ; as the-Devil himſelf, who 
never omutrea any Opportunity, conſider'd as 4 
Tempter, is. induttrious to improve it ro our 
ereate{t damage and diſadyantage;  * 


The third Motive. 


Conſider thirdly, how- very: notably many of 
toe Saints aud Servants of God have improved 
and redeemed their Time, Enoch walked with 
God, and. perſeyered in. the. Ways of God : 
Gen. 5. 24. Refore_ his Tranſlaticn he had thts 
Teftimony, that he pleaſed God. Hebrews 11. 5. 

Noah was a juſt Man, and pe feft in his Gene- 
ratiens, and walked with Ged, in_a very vicious 
and corrupt Age : Gen. 6. $, il, 12, Was a 
pattern of Piory and Probity, and a Preacyer 
o Rzhtecuſneſs to, a World of Sinners, 2. Per. 
2. 5. Warning, them to amend their: abomi- 
nable. Lives, or. clic that Vengeance would 
befalt them :_ And he prepared an. Ark, and by 
lys Qbcdience out of a Principle of Faith and” 

plous: 
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pious Fear, condermn'd the World of the Ungod- 
. Heb.” 11. 7 . Abralam was the Father of all 
H Faithful, the grear Example of Faith, He 
believed in Hope againſtHope Rom.4.16. having no 
natural grounds of Hope: Wand hot only belie- 
ved God's Promiſes, bur J_ d very high 
atts of Obedience to God : When God cated 
him to his Foot Iſa. 41.2 to go to and fro at his 
command, and as he ſhonld appornt _ him ; he 
obeyed, and went oue of his Count ry, not kom: 
1g whither he went : Heb. 1. $.” And when he 
ws tried, was ready to offer up his only Son, 'in 
whom the Promiſes were made rw him » 0Cs 
counting that God was able to raiſe him up even 
frem the -Dead. 'v. 17. 19. I know Abraham 
ſays God, that he will comm. md his Children and 
- houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
Wy of the Lo-d. Gen. 18. 19. Lot was a juſt 
and righteous Man amongit a People mon{trout- 
ly wicxed,and laidto keatr the prooerrng Sins of 
the Time ard pl: ace 1 in whithhe lived ; 2 Pet.2. 
7.8. and beleived thar ] Tadement /inzered not,but 
thar the Fudge ſtood be efare: te door ; and he rook 
rhe Opporrunuy to warn, his Sons-in-law pre- 
ſently ro flees from the Wrath APProac clung, 
though he ſeemed to them 4s are that mocked. 
Gen. 19. 14. Fob was perfect and upright, and 
one that feared G:d and eſchwed Evit \ "He was 
nor carried away with the Idolarry and unjuſt 
dealings of the Edomites, among.c whom he 
he lived. As cccafion rec quired, le continnaly 
offered Sacrifiees, to Gol for his Children, our 
of Fatherly Care of their ſpiritvai Good; and 
as. a. means ro keep rien tn the Favour of 
Gad.: 
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God : being jealous oyer them with a Godly 
Jealouhe, leſt ar -any 'rime when they had 
teaſted rogerher, they ſhould have forgotten 
themſelves, and oFended God, in their: feaſt- 
ing and mirth. Fob. 1. 1,5. And he improv- 
ed his affiictions as an opportunity of exerct- 
ſing an exemplary Patience: v. 22. Fames 5. 
11. David was a Man after God's own heart, 
and in ruling the People he did fulfil al Gold s 
Will: As. 13. 22. He ſerved his own Genera- 
tion by the //ill of God, or, the Will of Gol 
in his own Generation. v. 36. Holy Dane! 
was a Perſon deyored to God's trne Worthip 
and fear, given to Prayer. He could nor con- 
tent himfelf with- a mental Devotion for a 
Month together, bur when he knew the Writin? 
was ſigned, initead of reltraining vocal Prayer 
tor thirty Days, he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day ; and his Windows being open in his 
Chamber toward Feruſalem, he gloriied God 
with his tongue, he PR and gave thanks be- 
fore his God, as he did aforetime : Dan. 6. 10. 
This righteous Man was bolder than any Lion 
mn.the Den, Prov. 28. '1. which he-was by his 
Enemies Envy and Malice, andthe Kings e- 
fabliſhed Decree, in apparent Danger ro be 
tpcedily caſt into, for his Confancy in his Re- 
z710n, and rhe Integrity of his Devorion, Fa- 
chary and Elizabeth were both ſincerely righteous 
before God, walking in \all the Commanaements 
and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs ; Luke x. 6. 
do, as: their Obedience tre God's Will, with 
God's merciful Allowance to- human: frailries, 
was ture to be acceptable i God's fight, The 
| devout 
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devout Cornelius feared Gol with all bis Houſe; 
and rook every Occation and good' Opporms- 
nity of making Prayer, and giving Alms. $ 
(Acts. 10. 2.) The twelve Tribes are faid to {+ | 
have ſerved God inſtantly day and might; o F © 

v 

( 


bave ſpent rheir Time in Piery and Obedience 
to God. ( As 26..7.) And herein did St. 
Paul exerciſe himſelf, to have alwaies a\Conſcience y 
vid of offence towards God, and. towards Men. | 
Acts 24. 16. He who before wasa Blaſphemer, | 
a Perſecurer; and injurious, yet* when the F 
Grace of God was b:ſtowed upon him, laboured 
more abundantly than ail the Apoſtles. 1 Cor.15.1o. 
St. Auſtin made much of his precious Time after 
his Converion:he fpenr itever after in reading, 
meditating, diſputing, writing,watching, faſting, 
prayer, and diligent preaching, in whieh he 
was. more inſtant and fervent after he had 
raken the Office of a-Biſhop rhan ever he. was 
before. *'Twas his uſual wiſh, that- Chrilt, 
when he came, might find him amt precantems 
aut predicentem, either praying, or preaching, 
The laborious Calvin did husband his time, 
and improve his howrs to admiration, The 
learned F/itaker-gives tins re{timeny. of him ; 
How mucl be wrete i lnown to all, fays he ; Bet 
every Tear he. preacved 2.36 Sermons; aud read 
136 LeQures, beſides innumeravle other Buſineſſes | 
and Empioyments. Even in the time of his 
zeſi, no Saying was- oftener in. tis Mouth than 
this, That a zdie life was very grievous to him: 
when. (as | Melchior Adam (peaks) bis Brethren 
in the Miniſtry, even-in. their Health and Strength, 
wwyglt ſeem. to be idie compard with Calvin 
1: 
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/ in bis Sickneſs and Weakneſs. And when his 


Friends intreated him tro abitain from dictar- 
ing, eſpecially from writing himſelf in his 


- Sicknels ; he return'd rhem this Anſwer, Wat. 
# would yeu have the Lord to find me idie at his 


Coming? Yea, ſo ſaving was he of that time 
which might be laid our for the good of the 
Church, that though the very fight of Bez 

was always plealing and retreſhing to hum, yer 
when he came to vifit him 1n his laſt Sicknels, 
he would ofren fignifie ro him, that he con!d not 
in Conſcience detain and hinder Lim from his 
more weighty Buſineſſes aud uſeful Employ- 
ments. Ir is ſaid of Bez4 the Phenix of his 
Age. that he wrote Things worthy to be read, and 
did Things worthy to be written. Mr. Fox gives 
this notable Character of Mr. Fobn Hooper the 
Martyr, that Le was ſpare of Diet, ſparer of 
Wards, and fpareſt of Time. Holy Mr. Foln 
Bradford flept not commonly above four howrs 
in the Night : and in his. bed, till fleep came, 
his Book went not our of his Hand. His 
cheif Recreatiqen was in no gaming or 0- 
ther paſtizme, bur only in honeſt Company, 
and comely talk, wherein he would ſpend a 
little time after Dinner at the Board, and fo ra 
Prayer ar his Book again. He counted thar 
Hour not wcll ſpent, wherein. he did nor ſome 
good, either with his. Pen, Study, or 1n Cx- 
borting of others. Preaching, reading. and 
praying was all his whole life. Many proat- 
ed in Picty by his. Sociery. Bp. Ridly, when a 
Priſoner in Oxford, in a Lertcr tro Bradford 
breaks our into theſe patherical Exprelions ; 
U Good Brother, bleſſed be God in thee, and 
bleffed 
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bleſſed be rhe'time thar ever I knew thee)! Mr. 
Hugh Latimer was t0 far from idling and loy- 
tering, thar all King Edward's Days he preach- 
ed for the moſt part every Sunday twice. 
And this was ſo much the more remarkable ith 
him (as Mr Fox obſerves) that he being a 
fore bruiſed Man by the fall of a Tree, and aboe 
67 Texrs of Age, tyok {o lntle eaſe, and care 
of ſparing himſelf, ro do. rhe People good: 
He rwiſed indefatigable Travel and Diligence in 
in his Own private Studies, who 1orwithſtanding 
both bis Tears and other pains in Preaching, every 
Morning ordinarily, Winter and Summer, a- 
bout two of the Clock in the Morning, was at 
his Book mit athgencly. 'The learned Bp Re49 
uſtialy every Holy By and Sunday preached in 
forme one-Place ot orher, except he wefe orthet- 
wile hindered by werghty Affairs and Buſineſs. 
He uſed all kinds of ways to mortifyhimſelfand 
was grven to much Prayer and Contemplarti- 
oh ; Ducly every Morning. as foon as he had 
pur on his Apparrel, he prayed upon his Knees 
19 his Bed-chamber the Tpace of half an Hour; 
from - which, If Buſineſs did. not 1aterrupt 
Kut, he immediately went to his Srady, where 
He tontinnued till fo2 of the clozk, the Hour 
of Common Prayer with his Houlſe-hold. An 
Hour afrer Dinner he returned to his Study, 
and there continued, except Suitcrs or Bulinels 
abroad were occafion' of the contrary, until 
froe of rhe clock at night, the time of Evening 
Prayzr with his Fainily, 'An hour after Sup- 


per heferurned again'to his Study, continuing | 


tiiere nll eleuont of the clock ar night : and rhen 


cloſed 
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doſed the Day with Prayer upon his Knees, 
before he lay down to take his rett.Being ar his 
Manner of Fulham as divers Tunes he ated ro 
be, he read daylya Lefure to his Family at the 
Common P1 ayer, beginning ar the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and fo going throughour all rhe E- 
pilthes of St. Paul, giving to every Man that 
could read a New Teſtament, hiring them beſides 
with 7ony te learn certain principal Chapters by 
teart : reading allo ro: his Houſe-hold often- 
tides the 101 P/alm; being marvelous care- 
ful over his Family, that rhey might be a 
Spectacle of all Verrue and Honelty ro others, 
Ashe was Godly and vertuous himſelf, fo no- 
thing but Vertue and Godlineſs reigned 'in his 
Hoſe. . He-gave this. as a gexeral Rwle' to bis 
Kmngfolk, yea, to his own 'Brether and © Srſter, 
that they doing evil, ſhould feek or teok \for 
nothing at his hand,bur ſhould be as Strangers 
and Aliens unto him : and rhat they ſhould be 
his Brother or Siſter, ' which uſed Honeſty, 
and a good rrade of Life. - When Dr. Cranmer 
was made Arch-Biſhop of Cant#rbury, he ever= 
more- gave himſclf to. continual Study, not 
breaking the order that in the Univerhry he 
commonly ulcd:thar is,by five of the dock 1n rhe 
Morning he was at his Book,and ſpent his time 
in Study and Prayer till ze of the clock : by 
reaſon” of other privare Studies, and by means 
ot uſetul. proper Employments he was never 
ze, no' Hour of the Day was ſpent '1n vain 
by him, bur was fo beltowed as rended to the 
Glory ot (od, the Service of his Prince, or 
we Commodity of the Church. The excellent 
Bp. 


236 Redemption of Time 


Bp. Fuel read mnch, and wrote: much, beſides 
his publick Employment : Scarce any Year in 
all rhe Time of his Biſhoprick paſſed, where- 
in he publiithed not ſome famorvs Work: or other. 
Ar nine a clock at Night, he uſed tro call all 
his Servants to an Account how rhey had frent 
that Day, and after Prayer tro admoniſh them 
accordingly : Ther. he returned ro his Study, 
where often he fare till after Midnizht. When 
he was very weak; a Gentleman meeting him 
as he was riding ro preach at Laceck in Wilt- 
ſpire, earneſtly defired him to return home for 
his health's ſake, telling him that it was better 


that the People ſhould want one Sermon, than be 


altogether. deprrved of ſuch a Preacher : To 
whom he replied, Thar iz beſt became: a Biſhop 
_, 4 Preachiug : alluding to thar of Feſpaſian, 
It becomes a Emperour to dy ſtanding : and think- 
ing upon his Maſter's Saying, Bleſſed x - that 
Servant, whom the Lord, when he cometh, ſhall 
find ſo doing, Mat. 24. 45, And preſently after 
that very Sermon, on Gal. 5. 16. walk in thx 
Spirit ; by reaſon of his Sickneſs —_— 
upon him, he was forced to- take- his. bed, 
from. which he never came off ritl his Soul 
quirred his frail Body, and was tranſlated to 
everlaſting Glory. He ſaid in: his lalt Sicknels, 
Thar ſeeing God. had not granted hu Deſire to 
glorify him by ſacrificing bu. Life for the Defence 
of bu Truth, yet he rejoiced that hs Body was ex+ 
bauſted and-worn- away in. the Labours of bus boy 
Calling.lt was the Metto of the piousand painful 
Mr. Perkins, that which he uſed ro write 1 


L 


the Front;ſpiece of all his-Books, Miniſter he | 
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bj.es, hoc age : Thou art a Miniſter of God's 
Word, mind thy Work, and attend thy Buti- 
neſs. It was alſo the Morro of Mr. Samuel 
Crook, Impendam E9 expendar-: T will ſpend and 
be ſpent. Ir was moreover the Motro ef Bp. 
Uſer's Epiſcopal Seal, when tte was Biſhop of 
Meatb, which he continued in the Seal of his 
Primacy allo, /e mubi fi non euangelizavers, 
Wo is unto me if 1 preach nor the Golſpet : 
All which they ſeverally anſwer'd and made 
good 1n an eminent.and very exemplary Man- 
ner. The learned and religious Dr Fon Reinolds 
was {ſo very careful 'to redeem the Time, that 
when the Heads of the Honſes in Oxford came 
towife bim 1n his lait Sickneſs, which he con- 
racted-meerly by exceiſive Pains in his Sudy 
(whereby ke broughr his body ro.a very Scele- 
tm) and carnelily periwaded him thar he 
would not loſe the Subſtaxce for the Accidents, 
not loſe his life for Learning: He ſmiling an- 
ſwered with thoſe excellent Words of the 
Prince of Satyrilts, That to ſave his life, be 
wauld not loſe the Ends of living. 1 may well ap- 
ply ro theſe H/orthses thoie of 4A Kemps; Th efe 
are given for an Example to a-pinis-Perſens, and 
ſhould. be more powerful to provoke 16 to profit well, 
than a numher of lazy Inkewarm Perſons to draw 
1s +0 flackneſs and Remiſneſi. Ler us lollow thele 
fair and bright Exemplars, in the main of their 
rendency to teach us to live ſeryiceably to God, 
ulefully and profitably to our ſelves and others. 

We have hitherto been ingentium Exemplo- 
rum parvs Imitatores, (to ule Saluian's Expretii- 
a) ſmall Imitators of great Examples. Q 
how 
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how ſhort do: we tome of many of the eminent 
Saints and Servants of God, who redeemed 
rheir Time, and ſerved their Generations by 
the Will of God in former Azes ! Yea, may 
not our own perfonal Knowledge, and particular 
Obſervation of the Labour and Diligence, Im- 
provement and Growth of other Chriitians, pur 
our ſelves to the bluſh 2 Many that have liv'din 
the ſame Times and Places, in the ſame Pariſh- 
es and Families. with our ſelves ; Many thar 
have fate under the ſame Ordinances, enjoy- 
ed no better Mcans, received no greater Helps 
rhan, our ſclyes, have yet ſurpafled and excel- 
led us in the gracious Frame of their Hearts, 
our-{trip'd and our-ſhined us in the Holineſs 
and Exemplarineſs of their Lives. To what 
a pitch are others gortren ?. ro what a height 
have they arriv'd and attain d 2 What r:ght ap- 


prehenſions have they gotten of the Nature of 


God, and Underraking of Chriit, for the pro- 
moting of Holineſs * What a' good Under{tand- 
ing of the Word. of God 2 Whar Inlighr imto 
the various. Providences of God ? What warm 
-and good AfﬀeQtions, fuired: ro true Notions of 
Things 2 How have they procecded' in Know- 
ledge, grown 1n Grace, profited in Experience, 
increaſed in Strength, abounded- in -Comfort? 
What Power have they gotten over their Cor- 
ruptions, what Strength again{t-Temptarions? 
Whar Government. oi. their. Senſes * What 
Command of-their Paſſions 2 What Freedom 
and Enlargement, and Delight in Daries ? 
How uſeful. are they in their Places ?* How 
ſeryiccable ro God- and their A 
What 
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What Evidence have they gotten of the. Good- 
nels of their Stare, of the Truth and Sinceri- 
ry of rheir Love to God, and of rhe ſpecial 
Love and Favour of God to them 2? Whar 
ood grounds for their Hopes of Heaven and 
fla pineſs > How fit are they to live ? How 
ready and prepared to die 2 How meet tq be 
Partakers of rhe Inheritance of- the Saints in 
Light 2 Alas! how far do we fall ſhort of - them, 
and come behind them 2 What Fools have we 
been, when others have been wi/e for their 
own Souls 2 When others ſhine as Lights, and 
as bright Stars in the World ; are not we as 
dark as a Coal, or as dim as a Glow-worm ? Are 
not we, who. are planted in the ſame Soul, 
drefſed and. cultivated with the fame Hand, 
watered. with the ſame River of God, wetred 
with the ſame Heavenly Dew, and refrcihed 
with the ſame. Droppings of the Sanctuary ; 
et notwithitanding as barren and unfruitfulas 

ay be? when orhers of our Neighbouus, and 
Fellow-Chriitians .do bear nor only Leaves, bur 
Emt.; bring forth Fruit ,in due Scaſon, Fruzt 
meet for. the, Dreſſer, much Fruit, which will. a- 
bound to their own account. We have been 
broughr up in the ſame Houſe, we have ſuck- 
ed at the ſame Breaits, and fare ar rhe ſame 
Table; We have eaten the ſame Milk, the 
lame Meat ; Bur, we have not grown bythe 
Jmcere Milk of the //ord, we have nor rellithed 
and concocted rhe ſpiricual Food of gur Souls 
as others have done : The Word of Gods 
Grace has. uot been, ſweer unto our Taft, as 
t has been unto others ; We haye no delir'd 
it, 
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ir, delighted in ir, and received it in the Love 
of it, as others have done ? and therefore we 
have not profited by the Word, we have 
not been nouriſhed and ſtrengthened by ir, 
as others have been. Oh how much Leanneſi 
may be found in our Souls, when others are 
thriving and well liking in the Eye of God and 
ood Men ? Others have excelt d and excecded 
us: Our Fellow-Chrntians have our-ſhor us, 
our grown us, out-run us, ont-done us. 
Themiſtocles profciſed he could nor fleep for 
thinking of the Trophies of Mzltiades : And 
when Fulius Ceſar was employed m Sp.tin in the 
Office of 4.24.etor,or Judge in marrers of Law, 
and coming to Caies beheld rhere rhe Image 
or Portrairure of Alexander the Great in the 
Temple of Hercnles, he was aſhamed to think 
of his own Slstb, and ſighed ro conſider, that 
as yer he had perform'd no memorable Act at theſe 


Fars wherein Alexander had conquered the whole, 


IPorld : and prefently craved lcave to depart, 
thar ſo he might rake the firſt Occations of 
greater Actions m the City. So when we 
tee and confider what others have atted at out 
Tears, how others have done more good to 
their own Souls, more good to the. Souls of 
their Relations, more {piritual good in rhar 
Families and Places of abode ; have con- 
verd their own Paffions, ſubdued T:mprati- 
ons ani Lufts, and bcen the means ot bring- 
ing others into Subjection and Obedience to 
the Lord Chriſt ; ir may caule a more than 
ordinaty Bluſh to ariſe in our Faces, it there 


be any Chriſtian Bloud in them, 
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Ofer others conſiderable Improvements and 
Proficiency quite ſhame 15 out of our Jdlenels, 
Negligence and Indiligence ; and quicken and 
provoke us to Activity and Induſtry, in work- 
ing the Work of God, and working out our 
dalyation with Fear and Trembling. 

The fourth Motive. 

Conſider farther, Thar it is az AF of ſpiritual 
Wiſdem to redeem the Time.Redeeming the Time 
is called a walking int/;/dom;Col.4.5 a walking not 
&s Fools, bus as VAſe.in the Verſe before my Text, 
they are commended for wiſe Virgins, who took 
Oil in their Veſſels with their Lamps. Ma#.25.4. 

And on the contrary,it is meer Maudneſi,and groſs 
Folly, not to redeem the Time. They are noted for 
feoliſhVirgins, who took their Lamps, & took no 
Oil with them, v. 3. "Is Folly for a Merchant to 
trifle away the Time of his Trade. Solomen marks 
him for a Fool, who has a Price in his Hand to get 
Wiſdom and has no heart to uſe it, Prov.17.16. 

What an odd and foo/;ſþ Humour, what a 
weak and childiſh Carriage and Behaviour, 
whata vain and fruitleſs Practice and Employ- 
ment was that of the Emperour Domitian, to 
{ſpend ſo many Hours in catching and killing 
Flies, when he ſhould have been in the Senate- 
Haxſe, conſulting for the good of the Commen- 
wealth > Which occaſioned Vibius Criſpus, when 
a certain Perſon asked whether any one were 
within yvith C/ar ? to return this ſmart An» 
ſwer;.Toere 1s not ſo much as a Fly with him. 

And: how has the World ſcorn'd and laughed 
at Calzgul/a 2 who when he drew our his Army 
on the Sea-ſiore, and made a Shew of War, 
on a ſuddain he only commanded his Souldi- 

M t 


242 Redemption 'of Time 


ers to gather a company of Cock/e-Shells, and 
ro *fill their Shiclds and Boſoms with them ; 
affirming that rhey were the Spoi/s of rhe Se, 
and were due to rhe Capzto/ and Palace.50 how 
contemptible in the Eyes of God and good Men 
do many Chriſtians render themſelves, by 
their #o:ſþ rrifling Actions, and petty inconfide- 
rable 'Employmenrs, who were ſent into- the 
Weorld'abour ' matters and Byſimeſſes of the 
greateſt weight and moment ? 
When a certain Epicure made his Will, he 
ueathed ro his Player, ro his Cook, and to 
his Feſter, Talents and Pounds, but Phileſopho 
obolum, an Half-penny only tro him that would 
have raught him /i/dom. And 1s not the Dil- 
tribution of moſt Mens Time much after rhe 
ſame abſurd Meafare, and fooliſh proportion ? 
\ What waſt Portions of the rich Treaſure of 
Time do they give and allow to ſenſual Plea- 
tures and carnal Delights, and freely beſtow 
and laviſh out upon {ecular Afairs and world- 
ly Employments ? Bur if they part with any at 
all, alas how few Minutes, how very frail and 
pcor a pittance of Time is it, that they find 
an-their Hearrs to, ſpare in a Day, a Week, a 


Month, a Year, yea, in a whole Lite-rime, | 


x0 God and Religion, and the Needs and 
Concerns of their own Souls ? 

The Reverend Bp. Feſeph Hall relates a very 
remarkable Story our of Bromiard, of a Certam 
Lord in his Time that had a Foeel'in his Houle, 
to whom the Lord gave a Staffand chargd him 
'to keep 1t till he ſhould meer with one that was 
mere Fool than himlelf ; and if he mer ml 
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ſuch an one, to deliver it over to him. Not 
many years after rhis Lord falling fick even 
unto Death, his Foo! came to ſee him, and was 
told by his fick Lord that he muſt ſhortly leave 
him : And whither wilt thou go ſaid the Foe! ? 
Into another World, ſaid his Lord: And when 
wilt thou come again ? within a Month 2 
No: Within a Year ? No : When then 2 Ne- 
ver: Never? And what Provifion haſt thou 
made for thy Entertainment there whither thou 
goeſt 2 None at all : No, ſaid the Fool, none 
at all? Here, take my Staff : Art thou geing a- 
way for ever, and hait taken no order or 
care how thou ſhalr ſpeed in that other World 
whence thon ſhalt never return? Take my Staff, 
for Tam not guilty of any ſuch Folly as thr. 

And truly they that here neglect to provide 
for hereafter, to lay up a durable Treature in 
Heaven, to make jure of a Building of God, 
an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in 
the Heavens ; of an Inheritance incorruptr- 
ble, and undefiled, and that faderh not away, 
reſerved in the Heavens;ſhall certainly be brand- 
ed and upbraided for their Folly to all Eternity, 

W har Folly it 1s to count the one thing need- 
full the only needleſs thing 2 What Folly and 
Madneſs to part with Heaven for uncertain 
Riches, and corruptible Wealth, or a few 
merry hours here on Earth ? 

What a ſhameful Folly it is, when the Stork 
in the Heaven knoweth her appointed T;mes, and 
the Turtle. and the Crane, and the Swailow ob- 
ſerve the Time of their coming ; Fer. 8, 7. tor 
Men and Chriſtians not to ducera and under- 
M 2 itand 
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ftand the gracious Seaſons and ſpecial Oppor- 
tunities of rheir particular 'Duries ? 

"What grand and: groſs Folly-is it,” for Men 
ro have but one Lifes Time of neceflary Pre. 
for eternal Life, and to live and dy in a toral, 
- wilful,” deſparate Neglect of it ? 

Yea, \to have but one ſmall part of Time to 
doall thar ever- they -can do for their own 
and others/erernal Weal, and to ſpend rhis {;t- 
te Portion of Time, in encreaſing their. own and 
others Sins, and in deſtroying their own and 0- 
thers Souls? "What prodigious, ftupendious 
Folly isir, ro be weary of 'that which flies away 
roo faſt, and cannor- be recall'd ; and to. ute 
Arts and Devices'ro pais that Time away 
in Vanity, * which can only 'be ſpeur © proti- 
tably "ard comfortably im 'a dayly diligent 
Previſion tor Eternity ? What abſurd and ridi- 
culous Folly 1s ita very heathen Philoſopher 
being Judge in the Cate) for Men to be {o far 
from ſuffering others to poſſeſi themſelves of their 
Mannours or Farms, or jn the leaſt to encroach 
and pain upon their Bounds ; and yet to permit 
them to enter upon their Time, nay themſelves to 
indu& them into the Poſſeſſion of it » For thoſe 
that are ſo wary, 4s never to divide their Money 
amons any, yet to be ſo ready to diſtribute their 
Time to ſo very many ? For thoſe that are very 
trait and hard in keeping their Patrimony, when 
once it comes to the ſpending of their Time to be 
extreamly laviſh and waſteful of that, of which 
only we can be honeſtly eovetous ? 

Once niore, What miſerable unhappy Folly 
js it' in the moi 0; Men, ro throw-away their 
Tune 
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Time ſlightly and careleſly, profuſely and pro- 
digally, and yet to be impatiently troubled, and 
even diſtracted and rormented when all z gone ? 
Which aptly leads me to the fifth Morive. 

The fifth Motive. 

Conſider moreoyer, that if now thou loſeft 
and ſquandereFt away thy Time, thou wilt at laſt 
be forced thy ſelf to condemn thy fooliſh Negli- 
gence, and to juſtify the Care and Diligence of 
others, that were wiſer for their own Souls than 
thy ſelf ; though here thou didit nothing but jeer 
and deride them, ſcorn and ſcoff at them. 

As Dionyſus on his Death-bed, when he 
heard Thales diſcourfing norably about the Na- 
ture and Excellency of Moral Philoſophy, 
curſed his Pattimes, Sports and Pleatures thar 
had taken him off, and diverted him from ihe 
Study of fo worthy a Subject : So will carclets 
Sinners and looſe Livers, when Deat/> ap- 
preaches,, and Conſcience accnies, /ondiy ex- 
claim againſt all their foolith»{unfual Delights, 
which turn:d off their” Minds: from werghtier 
Ma:rers, and hindred their Acquainrance with 
better Things, and their living to higher and 
nobler Purpoſes in the Worid. 

The Heathen Morali# could oblcrye thus 
much, Thac Perſons prodigal of their Time 
at preſent, at /aſt cry our upon themltelves for 
Feols, that they have nor liv'd any 'parr of the 
Time they have been in the World. 

And it is a notable Place, and remarkable 
Paſſage ro this purpoſe, which we find in the 
fifrh Chaprer of the Book of 1iſdom, the 
third and fourth Veries ; They repenting and 
M 3 groan» 
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groaning for anguiſh of Spirit, ſhall ſay with" 


themſelves, This was he whom we had ſometimes 
in deriſion, and a Proverb of reproach. We Fools 
accounted his Life madneſi, and hy end to be 
without horxour. How » he numbred among the 
Children of God, and his lot is among the Saints ? 
And in the ſeventh and eighth Verſes ; Ve 
wearied our ſelves in the way of Wickedneſi, and 
Deſtruftien : But as for the way of the 
Lord, we have not known it. What hath Pride 
profited us 2 or what good hath Riches with our 
VALNtING brought us * 

"Tis therefore a ſeaſcnable good Premonition 
Heur ſtall draw near, thou wilt then begin to 
have quite ether ſentiments, and vaſtly different 
Apprehenſions of thy whole Life paft ; and wilt 

eve and mourn exceedingly that thou hat con- 
tinually been ſo remiſi and negligent. 

When you come to die, you will be ready 
that is given by a pious Perſon, pen thy laft 
ro cry out with -Crefſus, Solen, Solon, who had 
before rime raught him of Bleſſedneſs with- 
our regard : You will then be apr in /ike 
manner to ſay, Such and ſuch a Miniſter did 
frequently and faithfully rell me my Dury, 
and my Danger ; Such and ſuch 4 Friend dealt 
plainly with me, and well advisd and coun- 
{eld me; bur; Fool that F was, I would hear 
no Inflruction, I would receive no Admoni- 
tion, I would bear no Reproof, I would take 
no warning. 

How ſtrargely will you ſhortly be aſtoniſh'd 
at the impartal Review of your unexcuſable 
[{-bnysbandry of, all the Time in this World 
allotted 
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allotted you 2 Whar wounding, heart-renting 
revengeful Self-reflettions wi)l you ſuffer 2 Whar 
aflionate violent Rage againſt your ſelves 
will you be forced ro Feel within your felyes ? 
What bitter Anguiſh, and deſþarate Horrour 
will you unavoidably and irrefiitibly fall under, 
when you ſadly recount, and tos late remember, 
how inconfiderately and unwarily, loofly and 
yainly you have pailed your Time, and ſpent 
your Years here on Earth ; what golden Sea- 
ſons of Grace you have loſt ; and {corn'd, and 
diſhonour'd, and abuſed all that would nor act 
the Parts of. Fools and Mad-men, like your 
ſelves ? When you have utrerly loit, and fully. 
and finally undone your ſelyes, with what Gripes 
and Groans will you then /ook back upon all the 
Means and Mercics, Helps and Affittances, 
Opportunities and Advantages which here 
you enjoyed, bur flizghted and mndervalued, 
dream'd, and fool'd, played, and ſinned away ; 
being only concern'd for things of nought, and 
buſy in _ worſe than nothing 2 What a 
pain ani torture will it be ro con{ider, rhag 
when you know you have had ſufficienr D!t- 
cretion and exceeding Care, . Prudence and 
Providence enough, and more than enough, in 
other Matters, you ihould be dull and littlels, 
ſluggiſh and forrith, wanting and-defective in 
the only commendable neceſſary paint of Wiſdom? 
A Man's falling our with himlelt for. ever, the 
ſharp Rebukes and curting Upbraidings of a 
Man's own Conlcience, and Self-condemnari- 
on for former Folly and Madnels, will cerrain- 
ly be no ſmall part of the dreadful intolerable 
Torment s of Hell. M 4 The 
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Stxchly and laſtly ; Conſider once more ; 
That do what we ean to redeem our Time, we ſhall 
never repent at laſt of any Care we have had to re- 
deem it ; but ſhall certainly blame and find fault 
with our ſelves for being fo careleſs of our Time, fo 
neg: igent of good Opportumitics as we have been. 

'1. Good Men do often in their Life-time con- 
feſt antl condenm their Loſi and Negle# of their 
precivus Time. 

That it was fo long bifore they' began to 
redeem 'ir, St. Anſtin very much laments his 
coming 'in ro Chritt no ſooner. "Tas /ate, Lord, 
before 1 krew thee, the true Light\'( ſays he) alas 
Thnew thee but late. | 

"And thar they have redeem 'd it no better, 
fince firit they went about nt. The devout 
Sr. Bernard, who was fo rarely pious a Perſon, 
and'ſo continually given to divine Meditation, 

er bewails moſt paſſionately of his ſpiritual 
So Lnadnch and Unproficiency : O my Ged, 
my whole Life makes me afraid, ſays he, for if 
T diligently examine it, that which appears to me 
mm it is either Sin or Barrenneſs. And again ; 
T cumber the Ground as a barren Tree, ſays he, 
and as a baſe Beaſt I waſte and conſume more than 
T profit. Tam afham'd to live, becauſe T profit ſo 
little; 'and I'm afraid to dy, becauſe I am unpro- 
vided. Eraſmus profeſſed concerning himlelf, 
They accuſe me for doing too much, but my own 
Conſcience accuſes me for deing too little, and be- 
ing too flow. It 1s part of Mr. Samnel 
Crock, 
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Crook, that whenſoever his Preaching-day hap + 

nd upon Faruar. 17. ( which was his Birth- 
day ) he ſtill noted his Years complear, with 
this Penirential Epiphonema, (@s35 jad Sur? 
ut Ts dpaprony God be merciful to me a 
Sinner. 

An Eminent Divine, yet living, who has 
laboured more abundantly than the molt of his 
Brethren in the Miniftry, yer expreſſes him- 
ſelf in ſuch humble Szlf-reAletions as theſe ; 
For my own part, ſays he, though I have long tiv'd 
in a ſenſe of the Preciouſneſi of Time, ' and have 
not been wholly idle in the World ; yet when I have 
the deepeſt Thoughts of the great everlaſting Conſe- 
quents of my irk, and of the Uncertainty and 
Shortneſs of my Time, I am even amazed to think 
that my Heart can be ſo flow and ſenſeleſs, as to do 
no more in ſuch a caſe. The Lord knows, and my 
accuſing wounded Conſcience knows, that my $loth- 
fulneſi s ſo much my ſhame and admiration, that 
I am aſtoniſhed to think that my Reſolutions are 
no ſtronger, my Afﬀe&ions no livelier, and my La-« 
bour and Diligence no greater, when God the 
Commander, and his Love the Encourazer, and 
by Wrath the Spur,and Heaven cr Hell miſt b2 the 
Iſſue. - — Let who will ſpeak azainſt ſuch a Life, jt 
ſhall be my daily prief and moan, that T am ſo 
dull, and do ſolittle. And in another Diſcourſe 
he makes this free and open ac'cnowledgmenr; 
For my ſelf, ſays he, as I am aſhamed of my dull 
and careleſi Heart, and ſlow and unprofitable courſs 
of Life ; ſo the Lord knows, I am aſhamed of evee 
ry Sermmn that 1 preach : Wen I think what I 
have been ſpeaking of , and who ſent me, ag #8 
| M 5 Mens 
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Mens Salvation or Dammation « ſo much concerned 
in it ; I am ready to tremble, leſt God ſhould 
judy me as a Slighter of hy Truth, and the Souls 
of Men, and If in the beſt Sermon T ſhould be 
guilty of their Blood. 

The Trees of Righteouſneſi are ny 
of their own Unfruitfulneſs, troubled ar ir, 
r;ourn 'under it, and uſe themſelves to ſuch 
boly Breathings as that of Mr. Herbert , 


O that TI were an Orange-T ree, 
That buſy Plant ! 

Then ſhould I ever laden be, 
And never want 

Some Fruit for him that drefſed me. 


Serious, conliderative Chriſtians do blame 
themſelves for their Loſs of Time even in their 
Life-time Bur, 

2. They are eſpecially ſenſible of it, and ex- 
ceedingly aſhamed of themſelves for it at their 
Death. 

They thar have been the moſt buſy ſtirring 
Chritians all their Life-t:me, when rhey come 


ro die do repent of their Lafineſs, bluſhto think 


of their ſpirirual Slorhfulne(s, bewail and la- | 


menr their Careleſneſs and Negligence. They 
that have been the. M/onders of the World for 
Strictne(s and Precifeneſs, Singularity and Se- 
verity of holy Living ; that have been admired 
for their Uſcfulnels, Induſtry, Diligence and 
Activity, yer when they lay a dying, have con- 

emned themiclves, cenſured their paſt Lives, 
and carneſtly wiſhed, O ! that they had beena 


thou- 
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thouſands times more holy and religious, more 
painful and Iabourious for God, and their own 
and others Souls. Melchior Adam relates'in the 
Life of rhe Learned and holy Theodore Beza, 
that when he was very aged, and plainly -per-' 
ceived his approaching End, he often uſed thar 
Saying of St. Auſtin, Diu vixi, diu peccavi : I 
have lived long, I have ſinned long. The ex- 
cellent and uſeful Philip de Mornay, in his lait 
Sickneſs faid ro the Miniſter” rhar affifted him, 
I have a great Account to make, having received 
much, and profited little. So the painful ang 
tous Dr. Robert Harris, when'a Friend told 
fim in his Sicknels, Sir, you may "take much 
comfort in your Labours; you have done much 
good : His Anſwer was ; Oh ! Tam ar unprofit- 
able Servant, I have not dene any thing for God" as 
I ought : Loſs of Time ſits heavy upon my Spirit : 
Work, work apace ; Aſſure yeur ſelves nothing will 
more trouble you when you come to dy than that you 
have done no more for God, who has done ſ@ much 
for you. Yea, the Reverend and holy Bp. Uſher, 
a molt laborious and ſedulous Servant of God, 
a Prodigy of Tndultry, a Perfon that never was 
known to loſe an Hour, bur was ever employ- 
ed in his Maſter's Buſineſs, either praying, 
preaching, ſtudying, writing, readiftg, or hear- 
ing others read ro him ; either refolving of 
Doubts, or exhorring, inltructing, giving gogd, 
wholſome and holy Counſel to fuch as came 
ro viſit him : yer( as Dr. Bernard relatcs in his 
Life ) the very laſt Words that ever he was 
heard ro utter in praying for Forgiveneſs of 
dins, were theſe ; But Lord, in ſpecial foreioe my 
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If.rhe choiceſt Saints on Earth, the fairhfulleſt 
Seryants of God in the World, who have fur- 
paſſed and tranſcended us by many Degrees,do 
cloſe and end their Lives with an humble Con- 
fefſion, and carnelt Petition for Forgiveneſs and 
Pardon of their Sins of Omiſſion ; ſurely then we 
haye reaſon ro conclude, that we our ſelves, do 
what we caf, ſhall repenr ar latt of .dGing #00 
little, and nor repent and complain of having 
done . too much. 

And.if thoſe that have well redeem'd their 
Tune complain, eſpecially at the Hour of Death, 
that they have /oft too much of it; Mhat a caſe 
then, will . rhe. careleſs negligent World bein, 
whea their fleepy conſciences ſhall be rouſed and 
awakened, and they be haſtened and hurried 
eur.of-this World, and their Souls and Bodies 
hall be juſt 2 parting, and they ſhall look be- 
hind them upon an idle, looſe and lazy Life, 
and look before them upon a dreadful, horrible, 
terfible Judgment ? 


.- I haye, done with the Motive to preſs. you to 
the Duty : In the next place I ſhall give you 
lome Dzrettions, which may be fo many Means 
to help yoy;to regain the Time, and redeem 
the Opportunity. Take thele twelve following, 


at. 


—_— 
Pt _ 


CHAP, VII. 


$'2- ®%l 
1+Piretion ( 1.) If ever we would redeem the Time we 
*.* ft endeavour to be thoroughly cexoine'd of the 
il great Yalue and real worth of Tune ; In e- 


ſpe 
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fe of the Price paid for it : In regard of the 
uſe and end +0 which it ſerves : Conſidering what 
precious Thoughts the more improved Hea- 
thens had of Time : And what damned 
- np and dying Perſons who have not made 
their Peace with God, think of Time. Direct. 
( 2.) If we would well redeem the Time, we 
maſt often examine our ſelves, and call our 
ſelves to a ſerious ſtrift Account for the ſpending 
of our Time. This was the Precept of Py- 
thagoras, and the Pratice of Sextius, Seneca, 
and Tirus Veſpaſian. Direct. ( 3. ) That 
we may rightly redeem our Time, let Conſct- 
ence have ſome Authority with us, and pro- 
cure ſome reverence from us. Stand much in 
aw of thy own Conſcience, which will either ac- 
quit and abſolve thee, or ſurely judg and condemn 
thee. Direct. (4.) If ever we would redeem 
the Time, we muſt live and af, and do 
every thing as in the fight and preſence, and 
mder the eye and inſpettion of God. The ap- 
prehenſion of God's all-ſceing, all-ſearching Eye, 
will be of excellent Uſe and Advantage'to us at 
4 times eſpecially ; 1. Aﬀually conſider that 
God ſees you, when your ordinarily viſit one an- 
other, and at any time feaſt and make merry 
together. 2. When Buying or Selling, re- 
member you are manifeſt in God's Sipht, that 
God ſtands by and ſees your dealings. 3. Con- 
ſider this in your ſecret Rerirememts, and in 
your privare Fannlies. 4. Whenever we come 
to the pablick Worſhip of God, let us ſerious- 
ly conſider, that we ſtand in his Preſence, and 
are in by eye, Direct. (5.) That we mry _ 
J 
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ly redeem the Time, let's be ſure to pr 
a good end to our ſelves in all. our Aftzons ; 
and do nothing deliberately, but what we can 
ſafely and freely; warrantably and comfortably 
ak God's Afliftance in, and Blefling upon, 
when we go about it. Direct. (6.) We muſt be 
ſure to grve our ſelves to Prayer, as a ſpecial 
way in which, and principal means and help by 
which we may redeem and improve our Time 
aright. And here 1. Be careful to keep up (er 
and ſtated rimes of Prayer : of ſecret Prayer, 
and Family-Prayer. 2. Be ready to betahe thy 
ſelf to Prayer, upon ſpecial, extraordinary, 
emergent Occaſions. 3. Uſe thy ſelf to fre- 
quent, ſuddain, ejacularory Prayers to God. 
Thy « the Priviledg of Ejaculation, that it 
ws 4 gaining of Time for the Exerciſe of Reli- 
gion, without any prejudice or hindrance to 
your Calling. Direct.. (7.) We muſt ſet our 
ſelves to frequent diligent reading, and ſerions 
itudying of the ſacred Scriptures. For 1. This 
#5 4 gaining and making advantage. of all that 
Time paſt: which the. Scripture gives us 'the 
Hiſtory and: Account of. 2. Our reading the 
holy Books - of Scripture, 15 as well improving 
the preſent time 72at is imployed in this rel:- 
g0us Duty, for, 'tis an honouring of God ; 'and 
4 means of attainins divine Rnowledg, hea- 
venly Grace, and ſpiritual Comfort. 3. It 
15 moreover 4 means and help to. the right re- 
deeming of our, Time for. the farure. Direct. 
($.).1f we would effefnally redeem the Time, 
we muſt give our fo to frequent and ſerious 
Meditation, See ſom Time apart for this 
Duty. 
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Duty. Think of the 4 laſt things eſpecially ; 1. 
Of Death ; of the Day of thy own particular 
Death, and of the Time of the General Diſlolu- 
tion of this World. 2. Of the Day of Judge- 
ment. 3. Of the Foys of Heaven. 4. Of the 
Torments of Hell. Direct. (9.) If you would re- 
deem the Time, you muſt labour to \piritualize 
even your ordinary worldly Employments ; and 
muſt take care that your natural, as well as civil, 
Attions partake of Religion. Direct. (10) If we 
would wiſely redeem the Time, we muſt make a good 
Choice of our Friends and Aquaintance, and 4 
good Improvement of our Company and Sociery 
with them. Direct. (11) Me muſt remember 
and conſuler, perform and anſwer our ſolemn $4- 
cramental Vows, and Sick-bed-Promiſes and Re- 
ſolutions. Direct. (12) Laſtly ; If we would re- 
deem the Tune, we muſt not give way to any 
Delay, but ſtrengthen and ſettle our Reſolution a- 
gainſt any farther procraſtination. 


The Firſt Direfion. 


F ever we would redeem the Time, we 
| mult endeayour ro be throughly convinced of 
the preat Value, and real Worth of Time. Cou- 
hder, 

1. How precious Time is in reſpe&t of the 
Price paid for it : That our Time was bought 
into our Hands, nst with corruptible Things, as 
Silver and Geld, but with the precious Blood of 
Chriſt : for, we had forfeired our very Lives ; 
and ſpace for Repentance is the Fruit of the 
Death of Chriſt. Conſider, 

2. How 
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2. How precious Time is in regard of the 
Uſe and End to which it ſerves : how Time 
bringeth Advantages with it, for the compaſ- 
ſing of the greatelt Underrakings, and for the 
perfecting of thoſe that are moſt imperfect, 
Fime is not an empty Duration : God hath fil. 
led Time with Helps to Eternity, and with Means 
ſufficient to know him the only true God, and Je- 
fus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, whom to know i; 
Life eternal. Conſider, 

3. What prec:ous Thoughts the more improved 
Heathens had of Time. Pliny ſeeing his Nephew 
walk for his Pleaſure, called ro him, and laid, 
You might have found ſomerhing elſe ro do, 
you needed not have loſt your Hours thus. It is 
the commendation given by /£/ian of the old 
Lacedemonians that they were exceceding fra- 
gal and parſimonious of their Time, taking care 
ro employ it in ſerious urgent Bulinefles, not 
allowing or permitting any Cirizen to waſte 
and conſume ir in Idleneis and Sloth ; or 
vainly to-rhrow it away, by ſpending it 0a ſuch 
Thing as did not art all appear ro Miniſter ro 
any Vertue : For a Teſtimony of which the 
Hiſtorian gives .this Inſtance ; That when it 
wat told the Ephory, that the People of Decelia 
did ule to walk in the Afrernoons ; thoſe vigi- 
lant, diligent Mazi/trates preſently ſent ro 
them, to prohibit their cuſtomary Walking 
meerly to rake rheir Pleaſure : For they reck- 
oned, ir became the Lacedemonians to ger and 
| owe good Health, not by raking ſuch idle 

ecreations, bur by giving themlelyes to ſome 
profitable Exerciſes, which might train _ 
{4 
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fr them for publick Uſe and Service. Were 
they ſothrifty only for the Profit and Commo- 
dity of their City? And ſhall not we make 
much of our Time, be ſparing and 'faving of 
our hours, thar we may employ them in the 
Worſhip and Service, to rhe Honour and Glo- 
ry of our God ; for the Safety and ' Welfare 
of our immortal Souls, and the ſecuring xo our 
ſelves a celeſtzal City, and an heavenly Conn- 
iy? ' The! judicious Plutarch acknowledges, 
that Time # of all the moſt coſtly Bxpence. The 
conhdering and underitanding Sexeca was more 
ſfible than many of the Worth of Time ; 
had himſelf appretiating Thoughts of it, and 
ves rhe'coimmen Sort of Men for- their 
ve Ipnotanice 'of "the Precionfneſs and Ulſe- 
els of ir. -I an apt to' wonder, ſays he, 
when I hear ſome Men ask others to ſpend their 
Time, and beſtow their Hours-on them ;- and 
dbferve thoſe that are thus a5kd to be ſo eaſy to 
fart with their Tiihe to theni' : Tit ashed as a ve- 
y ſmall matter and given away as if it were worth 


| wthing: Men plammily play with the moſt precions 


| 


| 


Thing that 15: But this deeerves them, tays he, 
That Time ss an incorforeal Thing and cannot be 
perceivd with bodily Etes, and\is therefore made 
of little reckoning or no account with then. And int 


| hisfirſt Epittle he thus complairis to his Frierid 


Licilius ; Whtere will you find me a man, ſays 


| It, that ſets a due Price, 4 right and tric Eſti- 


mate and Value upon his Time ? 
Moſt Men are careful of an Horr-G/aff, bur 
areleſs- of their Hours. Men throw - away 


their Time, becauſe they have mean and /ow 
oy, Thoughts 
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Thoughts of it : They know nor the Prth of 
this Fewel, and therefore they are eafily cheat- 
ed of it, and are ready to part with it upon 
the cheapeſt terms. Many Chriſtians may learn 
of ſome of the wiſeſt Heathens not tro make 
light: of- their precious Hours, but ro value 
their Time art an higher Rare. 

4. Let thole that yer have Time 1m their 
hands, learn ro prize it, by conſidering, how 
thoſe that want it judge of it. They that have 
qure loſt rheir Time, Oh | what would they 
give to redeem it 2 Men too commonly little 
think that. Time is of any great. Value: I am 
ſure rhe moſt part of us live as af we did nor 
believe ſo. Bur I pray conſider, what-damned: 
Spirits and dying Perfons, who have not made 
- boſe peace with God, think of "Time. Cot- 
ider, 

(1.) oat precious Thoughts left damned Souls 
have of Time, who ſuffer ſuch extremiry of 
Miſery for lighting and abufing ir. What 
would not they give, if it were pollible, for 
our Time and Opportunities, and thoſe Seaſons 
of Grace which we enjoy, bur do nor improve; 
which God indulgerh to us, but we are not 
thankful for, nor careful of 2 What would 
nor they offer, or ycild to, to have a new Price 
pur into their hands, to have farther advantages 
of redeeming Time ? Could they be admurted 
to live in this World again, and to act here 
another part ; would they ever grudpe to do any 
{piriraal Duty ; would rhey ever think any 
religious Exerciſe tedious ? would they be tired 
ata Sermon, or weary of a Prayer ? wn 

no 
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not they be willing to pray every Day ; till 
they were even hoarſe again ; to pray till 
their Knees were as hard as the Boards upon 
which they kneeled 2 Would not rheir Heads 
be Fountains of Waters, and would not they be 
ready to weep out their very Eyes in the confel- 
fon of their Sins ? Could they be releas'd and 
reftord, would they be any more afraid to re- 
fiſt the Temprations of a carnal Friend, to re- 
fule an enſnaring Invitation, to deny a Cup 
mmodeſtly prefſed, and unſeafonably urged ; 
to reprove a bold and daring Sinner, aad tro 
own and fide with God and Religion in any 
Company whatſoever ? With what mwndaunted 
Courage and Reſolution would they be torward 
to-bear Witneſs againſt rhe reigning Sins, and 
common Vices of the World > With whar 
Force & Violence would they endeavour to take 
the Kingdom of Heaven ? and how would they 
labour to lead orhers into, and to help them 
0n1nthe Way to Heaven 2 How would they 
ſpeak with yearning Bowels of tendereſt Com- 

ons tro the Souls of their ſinful Freinds and 

elatons, and feek the Conviction, Conver- 
lion, and Salvation of the ſenſual, worldly, 
careleſs, ungodly Neighbourhood round abour 
them > How would every Mord that proceed- 
ed out of their Mourhs be Heart-deep > How 
patiently would rhey continue in well doing, 
to make ſure of an endleſs glorious Happineſs? 
And how contenredly would they endure, and 
y ſuffer any thing here, ro eſcape the 
intolerable erernal Torments of Hell, and ro 
fly from the Wrath to come 2 Conlider fur- 
Tr, (2. ) Hat 
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2,) Wnat high and precious Thoughts a' dyjn 
Vis who has -- ane; hy Peace wh God, he 
of Time ? 

The fore-mentioned raiſed Philoſopher well 
obſerves the d:fferent Fudyments and AﬀeFtion; 
of Men, in the courſe of a pleaſurable” Life, 
and under apprehenfions of the Nearneſs of 
Death. When Men think they have Time 
enough, they have no regard of Time, bur are 
extreamly prodigal of it : But look. on theſe Men 
when they ave ſick, ſays he ; If they appear in ay 
da of Death, you ſhall- find them courting 
and crouching to-Phyſicians, and. bowing down'"th 
their very' Knees, begging the Uſe of their Art 
and Skill, ro prolong their Daies, and lengs 
then our their Lives. Ort if they fear they 
ſhall ſuffer” capital Puniſhment, you ſhall ſee 
them feady' to/lay out all to fave their ' Lives. 
Bur if, as the Number of every ones pat 
Years may be reekoned, ſo, the Namber of 
thoſe that are to come could be aftign'd, How 
avold they' tremble, ſaies he, that ſhould ſee but 
a few remaining, and how apt would they be to be 
ſparing of them ? 

Sarely they, thar have all their Lives male it 
their Buſineſs to drive away their Time, would 
at their Deaths give all the World to redeem it. 
What would the dying Husband give for Time 
to ſpend more ſpiritually with his Wife 2 the 
dying Wife tor Time to ſpend more holily with 
her Husband ? the dyinz Maſter, for Time to 
ſpend more godlily with his Family? the dymg 
Rorext, for Time to ſpend in a more religious 


Chil 


Infticution, and conſcientious Education of his | 
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Children ? a dying Newghbour, for Time to ſpend 
inmoreprofirable Conyerle with thole abour 
kim 2 Would he intend to ſpend his 'Time, if he 
could live longer, -in tempting his Neighbour 
wthe Tavern or Ale-houle, ro drinking, or 
Gaming, or the like ? 
If God would but lengthen our ſuch a Per- 
lon's Daies, and afford him bur a lutle more 
roamend his Lite, and ro lay - hold on e- 
remal Life ; he would thankfully accepr of ir 
upon the hardeſt Conditions : He + would be 
coprent to be the pooreſt Beggar in the Street, and 
tolivea mean and outwardly miſerable Life as 
long as he livd. He 1s juſt now departing our 
of 'this World, and ..immediatly going to his 
an Place? and if Tune were now to be re- 
deem'd, whar would nor the moſt voluptuous 
Man be willing ro door ſuffer 2 What would 
not the moſt coverons Man'be ready. to part with 
forthe-purchaking of it > Whar -would nor he 
we for that Time, which ſome of you, it may 
& Geaid and throw away in Drinking, Gaming, 
Carding, Diceing, in Romances and Stage- 
Plaies, 1n 1dle fooliſh Paſtimes, in Jeering and 
Jelting, and carnal ſinful Merry-making ? To 
what excellent Tſes would he reſolve to pur 
his Hours, if he could enjoy any more of them? 
If God would grant him but ene Tear of Trial 
more, how little would he delign to give to the 
World, and the Fleſh ; and how much ro God, 
and Godlinels, and the Offices. and Exerciſes 
of -pure Religion and undefiled > How would 
luch an one purpoſe and promiſe to refilt Temps 
tanons, to {kun all Occalions and wy ED” 
0 
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of Evil, carefully ro provide for his immort 
Soul, diligently ro ftudy the ſacred Scriptures 
ftrictly ro oblerve the whoke Lord's-Day, atren- 
tively to hear the Word preach'd, both in Sea- 
ſen, and out of Seaſon ; frequemly ro mediate 
of it, and conſtantly ro frame and order his 


Life according tot ; to pray with his Family | 


deyourly and fervently, morning and evening; 
to ſpend ſome Time every Day with God, 


and» himſelf, in ſecret : ro make the pureſt 


and preciſeſt Chriſtians his conftant Patrerns 
and Examples; and for the future ro fol 
low and imitate thoſe, whom heretofore he 
hated and derided, nick-named and abuſed. 
When once Men ly a dying, and the near Ap- 
proach of their -larter End does awaken their 
fleepy ſecure Conſciences, and make the moſt 
ſtupid ſorriſh Sinner begin now to be truly 
ſenſible and ſerious ; with what zftuations and 
perrurbarions of Mind, with what anguiſh and 
akings of Heart, with what Pangs and Ago- 


ries, and tearful Tremblings ; with what dole- | 


' ful Accents, and Paſſionate, piercing, moving, 
melring Exprefſions, 'do they lament and bewail 
their wattetul Miſ-pence, and miſerable Lok 
of all the Time of God's moſt patient Trial of 
them, and ot all rheir ſpecial golden Seaſons ,and 
rare Advantages and þ ma" 2 When 
they rake their /eave of all about them, how 
earneſtly and importuarely do they exhort and 
urge them ro be better Husbands of their 'Iime 
and Talents > How patherically and feel/ingy 
do they then adviſe anc! Counſel their Children 


and Servants, Friends and Relations, wy 
urs 
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bours and Acquaintance, ro number their Dates, 

to lead good Lives, to improve their Health 

and Strength for God, and rheir own and o- 

thers Souls ; and 2imely ro prepare for Death and 
ent ? 

Ler's conſider, ſome of us, who have thoughr 


- ſomerimes that the Sentence of Death has paſt up- 


on us, and have look'd on fuch or fuch a Sick- 
nels as our laſt Arreſt and Summons, what 
would we then have disburſed for a Repricve 2 
Would we not have given, with Hand and 
Heart, an Houſe full of Silver and Gold, if we 


had ir, 'to have. been ſure.ro have hved another 


Tar, for the proving and evidencing the Truth 
and Sinceriry of our Faith and repentance, by 
z-courſe of Obedience, and our making a 
hrgerand ſurer proviſion tor our comfortable 
Reception and happy Entertainment in the 0- 
ther World ? Friends, we ſhall ere long be all of 
us Plac'd upon our Death-beds : and if we make 
no matrer of Time ow, if we won't value ahd 
prize it 2zow. We ſhall then ſure enough highly 
£raze ir, when alas ! it will: be 200 late.” And if 
we now have worthy thoughts of it, we ſhall. fut- 
fer nothing to rokand deprive us of ir. Ler's be 
of the /ame mind and judgment now in our 
Health and Strength, that we ſhall certainly be 
of in Sickneſs and Weakneſs ; and not contemn 
and vilify that in our Life t#me, which we ſhall 
wiſh we had worthuly efteemed, and well-in- 
proved, at the Flour of Death. 
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If we would redeem the. Time, we mult 
ten examin our ſelves, and call our ſelves to.a[e- 
rzous ſtrift Account for. the ſpending of our Time. 

Alas ! roo many earneltly ſtudy to know and 
underitand a/l things but themſelves:they oblerye 
and take notice of other Mens Tempers and 
Humors, ſearch. and..enquire into other Mens 
Actions, and read the: Hittoties-of other Mei: 
Lives ; and yer are ignorant of their own Heatt 
and ſpiritual Eitares, unobſervant of -rhe Paſ 
ſages, and unacquainted with the particulars 
of their ewn Converlations. We can. eaſily 
paſs away the Day and the Night, the Week 
and the Year, 1n muſing on a thouſand Matters; 
But where-1s the-Mzr that bettows any ſerious 
Thoughts: 'on himſelf, that queitions - and in- 
terrogares his ewn Heart, and takes due nonce 
of his own Life ; or 1s at all concern'd how 
bx Soul is waproved, and his Hours employed? 


Certainly tome of the very Heathens will rile | 


up in Frdement againſt moſt Chriſtians ; for we 
find; that they have: been very famous for this 
Practice, of being ſevere in taking Account of 
themlielves, and of their Time. Suetoninus re- 
lares of Titus Veſpaſian, the Heathen Emperour, 
that remembering on an. Evening, as he wasat 
Supper, that he had-done. no good that Day to 
any one, he utter'dthar memorable. and. de- 
lervedly commended Saying, Alas ! my Friends, 

T have loſt this Day. 
St. Ferom tells us of a wize Saying of — 
Phy- 
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Pythagoreans, That a ſpecial Care is to be had 
of rwo'portions of our Time, of rhe Morning, 
and of rhe Evening : Of the Morning. to conl:- 
der, and ro reſolve to do whar ought to be 
done ; and of the Evening, ro examine whe- 
ther we have done whar we ought. 

And it is one of Pythavoras's golden Precepts, 
Never offer to give ſleep ro your Eyes before 
yon have thrice run over n your Mind the fe- 
veral Parriculars of that Day's Actions, and 
par \uch Queltions as theſe ro your ſelf, F/nere 

ave I tranſgreſſed? what have T well done > what 
have I left undone, which it became me \ to have 
dine > And if thou haſt Jone any thing, ſayes 
he, that is baſe and unworthy, charge thy ſelf 


'with ir, and chide thy felf for it: Bur if thou 
-haſt done any thing thar is good and verruous, 


rejoyce and delight in rt. This makes us ſo very 
bad, ſays Seneca, becauſe nd Man refle&s / nyon 
bs own Life. It may be ſometimes, thouzh ſeldonse, 
we think what we are to do, lays he, but' what: we 
have done, we do not think: But we:are to dec!;- 
berate what to do for 'the future, from theicon/ide- 
ration of what we have done already. * And in 
his third Book de Ira, he has an excellent; Dit- 
courſe ro this Purpoſe : He ſays there, That 
the Soul i dayly to be- call d t& grove an Account. 
And he tells us of one Sextiu: whote coritant 
Courle ir 'was todo thus; Thar, - when” the 
Day was ſpent, atid hewear ro rake hisreit ac 
Night, he would demand bf - hanvelt | 747: 

evil of yours have you healed this Day ® what lice 
have "'yeu reſiſted * in what part" rt you better 
Anger and Paſſion (fays the! Phitotopher ) wil be 
moderated and avated, when it {4/9195 it mujti daye 
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b come before 4 Fudge; And therefore, lays he, 
what 1 more excellent than thy Cuſtom of exams. 
ning the whole Day paſ# ? O what-a ſmeet. ſleep 
F Fat which follows after the Recognition of 'g 
Man's ſelf 2 How: quiet .and free s a Man s mind 
when it s either. commended or admoniſhed, and a 
Man does ſecretly review and cenſure bs. own  Man- 
ners 2, I uſe. this Liberty, mith. my ſelf (lays, Sene- 
c4 therein the ſame- place) I bave a. dayly 
Tryal with my- ſelf; lays he, hen, at Night 
tbe Candle is taken away, and all is ſtill and. ji- 
tent ; then 'Þ ſearch and. enquire into the whole 
Day, I. meaſure :and run over, I ſcan and conſider 
ail my Wards and: Deeds ; 1 hide nothing from my 
ſelf, I averlock, and poſi. by. nothing..: Liay to my 
ſelf,: you: have: done: {o and. fo, [ee you do fo: no 
anne; 3s Þ iis io T 

You {ee how-{ame of the wiſeſt and beſt of 
the: very. Heathen did; accultom rhemlelves to 
this Self.ſcrutiny, and took an Account of their 
Lives and Actioas. 

Andmany emnent., and Godly Clriſtzaxs to 
this Puxpole do ute Diarzes, ani dayly tet down 
in Frarnals. or. Day-bocks the oblervable and 
remarkable Paſſages of their Lives. And we 
mutt de at leaſt ſomewhat like it. Betore we 
tleep-every Night, legs be ſure ro make ſuch 
a Recollection and Exammation of the Actions of 
that Day; as -may ;repreſent any.rhing that is 
zemarkable to! be- matter carher of Humzligtion 
or of Thanks-grving. ens i 

Accuſtom.'thy+ ſelf, | before' thou  rakeſt 
thy Reſt and Repole, ro have ſome private 
1alk, tome /ecret Conference with thy elf, to 

ask 
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ask thy ſelf /auch Puetions as theſe, and to-uff 
fuch; Language as this ; What has been the 
Frame and Tempet of my Heart ? what my 
Carriage and: Behaviour this Day ? whar the 
Principles of my Practice ? what the Ends of 
this Day's Actions 2 Did my Mind awake 
with my Body in the Morning ? did I then 
exerciſe the Conſideration oft a Man and 
Chriftian ; and deliberately -renew, and fix 
and ſettle my. Refolution tor the purifying and 
right ordering pxy Converſation 2 Bid I early 
po to God by Prayer, and in the fir place 
feelthe Kingdoms of God, ani his. Righteonſneſs > 
Mat. 6. 3:: Wherein have I offended or angret 
my good God this Day ? wherein have- [ in» 
jured ox-proyoked: my Nezg/bour, or hurt his 
Soul, Body,. Eſtate or good Name ? wherein 
have I 'wronged, or any way Prejudicd my 
own Saul? what proud, dilconrented, coverous, 
ambirious, malicious , revengeful Thoughrs ? 
whart ftithy, or angry, vain-glorious, or idle 
Word * what inconvenient, abuhve, offenfve, 
Feſt > what ungodly Deed, or unbecoming un- 
keemly Action have [ this Day beerr guilty ot? 
Inwhar- has Satan this Day taken Advantage 
againlt me ? or how has iny own deceitfedd 
Heart turned me afide:?2 What Degrees of In- 
temperance have I admitted in Meats or Drinks? 
what worldly Cares have I been diltracted 
with 2 Whaz carnal Fears haye I been-ready 
to fiok-under 2 To:whar: baye 1 my lelf been 
efftectually tempted tor, wherein have I oftered 
to-be-a Tempter of aty other ?' What Soliciras 
tien.to-Eyil beve I refiited'? What Sw and 
| N 2 Corruption 
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Corruption have I ttriven againſt -> What o- 
pen, careleſs or wilful Sinner have'I ſeaſonably 
and prudently reproved ? Whar Daty have [ 
performed 2 Whar Grace have I exerciſed ? 
Whar Time have I employed in Cloſer-Devoti- 
on, in Family-Religion, in diligent following 
the Buſineſs of my Calling * What Compayy 
have I run into, or kept ? What Hoxrs have I 
ſpent in ſuch Company ? and ro whar profir or 
benefit ro miy ſelf or others ? What was my O- 
aniſſion and Neglect ? what my $i and Vani- 
ry, 'committed and repeated 'in ſuch Society ? 
Havel nort «leſad this Day with a drouſy ſleep- 
#y Prayer this Night? AmlI grown any berter 
this Week, this Day, than 1 was the /aft ? 
You know, at Night, andat the End of the 
Z7eeh, we uſually call our Servants to” Account * 
Ler's uſe the fame Method; and rake the fame 
Courſe, tor a daily, weekly Reckoning with our 
Jetves. In the Cloſe of the Day, ar the End 
vf the Week, let's commune with, and. refle&t 
upon our elves, and take our ſelves to tak. 
Ler's take a view, and: make a furyeigh- of 
our patt Lives ; obſerve-how our Time 'poes, 


watch whar becomes of it, ſee how'ir” 'is' Taid | 
our, rhar fo-bcholding how «ſeteſi and unfruit- | 


tul we have been, we miy even 'be aihamed 
of our ſelves, and labour ro grow more uſeful 
and truirtul for the furure : As, remembring from 
whence ſhe was fallenzy- was preſcribed ro the 
Church of Epheſus as'a 'means of her repent- 
#nz. Rev. 2. 5, And- on the contrary, becauſe 
wo 2nan (aid, hat have Dont 2 therefore every 
exe'ti9ned to his Come, as the Horſe rufheth = 
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the Battle. Fer. 8. 6. 

By dayly obſerving, examining, taking ac- 
count of our ſelves and Ways, we ſhall come 
to Repentance more ſpeedily and ealily ; and re- 
cover the Favour of God immediatly : The Can- 
dle that 1s preſently blown in again , offends not : 
We ſhall have the Advantage of making ro 
God a fuller Confeſſion of our Sin, while our 
Sins with their Circumſtances are freſh and. 
recent in our Memories. And ſhall be more 
effeAually reſtrained from Sin for the future, by 
thinking rhus with our ſelves, This | muſt ac- 
count with God, and my own Conſcience for before 
Ifleep. And by this means we hall be freed 
from the Fear of ſudden Death, and be in a 
conſtant good Preparation for it : becaule 
though our Maſter come ſuddenly, he will not 
find us ſleeping, nor ſurprize us in wnrepented 
Sin. When 1n this manner we make all ever 
every Night berween God and our own Con- 
ſciences, we may -lie down in Peace, and rake 
aquiert Reſt and Sleep, without any perplex- 
ing amazing Fears of our awaking the next 
Morning in the other World. 

Hold and maintain this Practice of Calling 
thy ſelf ro a dayly ſtrict Account, and you 
ſhall certainly find and happily experience thar 
of 4 Kempis to be a great Truth, Theu ſhalt 
ſweetly reſt, if thy own Heart reprehend thee nat : 
Thou ſha!t rejcyce and be glad at heart every 
Night, if thou haſt not loſt, but frintfully ſpent 
the Day paſt. | 

Redericus -relateth of. Suarez, that he was 
wont to fay, He eltecmed that little Pittarice 
N 3. of 
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of Time, which conftantly every Day he fer 


apart for the private Examination of his own 
Conſcience, more than all rhe orher parr of the 
Day, which he ſpent in his voluminous Con- 
troverſies. And it is reported of thar learned 
Profeffor of Diviniry, Dr. Samuel Hard, that 
when he lay upon his Death-Bed, he profeſsd 
he had read many Books, bur had no ſuch 
comfort from his reading any, as from his 
reading, and ſtudying the Book of his own 
Hearr and Life. 

Thar 1s rhe ſecond Direction ; Frequently 
eall your ſelves to an Account. Often Reckon- 
ings make /o2z Friends : It holds 'mo't. true 
berween God and our Sorls, berween our Con- 
ſciences and our ſelves. Reckon with God and 
your {elves every Evexing, how you have ſpent 
the Day fore-going, and rhis will provoke you 
humbly ro beg the Pardon of your Sins art 
God's Hands, and Power again(t them \3'10 
judge, and puniſh, and: rake 'an. holy Revenge 
upon your telves; to exerciſe Rep:ntence: for 
your patt Failings, and ftrict /Fzzchfulneſi tor 


the furure. 
The third DireG:90. 


Thar we may rightly redeem our Ten, /et 
Reaſon and Conſcience have ſome Authority with 
us, and not be d:jpiſed and diſregarded by ws. 
They are mit brave generous Rules and Bre- 
cepts that are given by Pythagoras 1n his golden 
Verles ; Never accuftom thy ſelf in any Thing to 
#7 and carry thy ſelf irrationally , and below a 
Man. 
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Man. And,' of all things, ſe, ſays he, that you 
reverence, and uſe good Manners*10 "your ſelf. 
Let R:aſon rale and govern thy Paſſions, and 
Aﬀecions, and Conſcience with-hold thee frone 
being guilty of any Ifmpiery or Impurity 
Abfurdiry or Undecency. Do nothing to pur 
thy felf ro rhe-b/uſh, ro fill thy ſelf with fecrer 
Shame and Sorrow, and finking Fear, for the 
Turpitnde or Folly of thy own Actions. Take the 
wholeſome Counſel and good Advice that Au- 
fonius erves thee, Yen they art about to do any 
wile ae] vicious Thingbe afraid of thy felf, thorgh 
ro body eſe be near thee, to be a Witnsfs of thy 
Wickzdnefi. If the Things then doeft (ſays Smec 
excellently) be unſ:em'y and nncomely, what docs 
it avail thee that none in the World know it, 
wren thou thy ſelf knowsſt it * O m:iſeravle M pt, 
lays he, if thou contenm'ft this Witneſs within 
thee. And I find Liantins ciring theſe admi- 
rable Sayings our of him ; Thou very mad Man, 
what w;ll it profit thee to have no other conſcious of 
thy Crime, # long as thoit docft carry a Conſcience 
within thee ? And again ; YYpati doet' Fhon do ? 
wat doeſt thou deviſe ? 'what deft then go about 
to conceal ? ty Keeper clofety fellows thee * 'One 
us abſent from thee ty" reafom of '& Vey.gge or 
Journey, that he cannor obſerve thee : anther 
is removed by Dzath, that uſed to look narrowly 
ta thee : another 3s kept away from thee Ly Sick: 
neſs © but Conſcience ſticks at all Times to thee : 
You cait nover - ſhahe off, or get rid of tas. 
Put not @ S$/;/zht, much lets a.Forc? upon Cen- 
ſcience : never uſe ary Violence ro it : never 
offer ro bafls, and ſie, and ſtop the Mouth 
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of it: Ca{t nor this good, M:cazah into Priſon, 
make 1r not weary of irs Office of warning thee; 
but ſhew all due-reſpects to it, and hear and 
obey the Voice of ir. 

Stand much in aw of the Spy, the Regiſter, 
the: fairhful- Mon7ror in thy Breaft and Bolom. 
Ler Conſcience fo far prevail with thee, as to re- 
ſtrain and deter thee from a loole and wicked, 
a flothinl or idle mif-ſpending thy Time; 
and ro fpur ' and quicken rhee powerfully and 
effectually to a wiſe and prudent, a faithful 
and good Improvement of i 

Do nothing bur whar is fairly accountable ro 
thy conſidering ſelf : follow the Guidance of 
rhy beit Reaton,: attend to the Dittates and 
Commands, -and regard the Checks and con- 
rivls of a well ivfarmed and enlighrened Conſci- 
ence, Iimely rake notice of its ſofter and 
gentler Y//p1ſpers, leſt you be diſturbed, affright- 
ed and terrified with, its louder Clamornrs. 

Be careful ro, approve your ſelf ro Confci- 
ence-:\ fear the After-reckonings of Conſcience: 
and labour to prevent and hinder the Accuſati- 
ez and Condemmation. of an evil Conſcience, and 
the Exccution rhat will be done, rhe Puniſh- 
ment that will be, inflitted, and rhe Vengeance 
thar will be taken ſooner or later by ir. Dread 
the Thoughts of. falling our with thy ſelf 2 of 
being gnawn by a. Vultur,” and haunted” by a 
Fury within thee; of ſuffering the /ittle Eaſe, the 
ſharpand ſevere Bridewell, the Reproaches and 
Upbraidings, the Pangs and Gripings, the 
Tearings and Rendings, the Laſhes and Sting- 
ings, the Racks and Strappadoes of grz/ty Con- 
ſeience z 
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ſcience * and value the Teſtimony and Appro- 
bation'of the Yirneſs within thee, the Acquit- 
ment and Abſolurtion of rhe Deputy-Fudg within 
thee; and ſtudy tro do every thing to gain 
and obtain the Ewge's and Applauſes, the Julii- 
fication and Commendation, the Grarulation 
and Confolation of an honeſt, clear and good 
Conſcience. 

Thar 1s the rhird Direction in order to the 
better redeeming of our Time ; Let Reaſon and 
Conſcience have ſome Authority with us, and pro- 
cure ſom2 Reverence from us. 


The fourth Direion. 

If ever wewould redeem the Time, we muſt 
live and att, and do every thing as in the Sight and 
Preſence, and, under the Eye-and Infpettiou of God 
our Fudg. 

Wherever rhoa arr.and whatever thou doeſt, 
remember and conſider, that not only Conſci- 
ence bur God is by : and iFour Heart condemn us, 
that God x greater .than our Heart, and knoweth' 
al things : 1 Fohn 3.20. that if Conſaence be 
as a thouſand Witneſſes, God is as a theuſand ” 
Conſciences ; both for Intimacy of Preſence, and * 
Perſpicaciry in diſcerning. If we have. made 
any proficiency in der ff ſaies Tiwly excellent- 
ly) we muſt be perſuaded ſufficiently, that if” we * 
could conceal all our Aftionsfrom all the Gods,. and 
from all Men, lo that they ſhould be alwaies. 19: 
rorant of them, yet we ought to do nothing couct- 
aufly; unjuſtly, wantonly; incontiuently. If a je 
Mau had Gyges's Rzng, laies he,which ( accord- 
ing-to Plato's Fable) would. render . him invj-- 
N. 5, fable 3 ; 
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fible ; he ſhould 'not rechon that he had gotten the E 
leaft licenſe to ſin the mare by it : for, gcod Men' | | 
feek to att with Honeſty, not with Secrecy. & 
Bur rhovgh that which 1s good be ro be fol- gr 
lowed for it ſelf, for the Bonity and Beauty of | 
it ; and that which is evi/, to be avoided for | pr 
the intrinſick Turpitnds of 1t: yet the Knowledy pr 
that others may be ſuppoled ro have of our | 4 
Actions, is apt to encreaſe cur Care, atd quick- 
en our Diligence, ro order and compoſe our | P: 
Lives and Manners, withour ju? Blame or ex- | 4! 
ceprion of others. | 
It s profitable, (aies Seneca, to ſet ſeme Keeper o- | p! 
wer one s ſelf; to have ſome body in our Eye, whom pr 
we may ſuppoſe to be preſent and privy to our very | t 
thoughts': to do every thing we do, as if ſome body | þ1 
lockd on, and were a Spetator and an” Eye-witneſf fe 
of all we did. Privacy and Secrecy tempts and h, 
perſuades Men to all Evil. A great part of Offences | |þ 
would be removed, fates he, if there did but one \ 
ſtand by as a ready Witneſs apainſt the Offender. | [| 
But it is more awfitl faits he, 'to live and att as 4 
wnder the Eye; and in the Preſence of forme exce> | y 
lent Perſon, audl'cmineut good Man. © Set Caro, 
Scipio,” Lzlins before yor, or ſome ſuch Perſon, | 
taies he, upon wheſe appearing the mcſt wicked Per- 1 
fons weuld forbear their Vices : and let the Antho- 
rity of theſe reſtrain you, ard have Influence up- 
on'you; imtil you have' male your ſelf fneh an one 
that you begin to reverence your ſelf, and dare 
20t to do evil befcye your ſelf. Nay thar heathen | 
Piulo:opher goes yer farthez, So live with Men, | 
taics he, as :f God himſelf ſaw you, and rook | 
ſpecial nouce of -you. And again in” another 
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Epiſtle -; H1..4at wall it avail you to hide any thing 
from Man, there is nothins conceal d and kept 
dlife from Gol : He locks into our Breaſts, and ss 
preſent in our very Minds and Hearts. 

' And ler me moreover add what Jortantius 
produces out of Seneca's Exhortations, It nothing 
profits us to have a Conſcience ſhut 1p within us,we 
dre open to.God : Let s approve our ſelves to him. 

har rare Lefures are theſe from a meer 
Pagan Philoſopher ? how conſonant and agrec- 
able to the ſacred pm ? Tharancient 
Father much admiring rhe high and raiſed Ex- 
prefions falling from that incomparable Stozch, 
profelſes concerning him ;. He mizht have been 4 
true VWorſhipper of God, if any one had but ſhewn 
kim the right Viy : and ſurely he would have con- 
temned Zeno, and hs Miſter Socion, if he had 
but met. with a ready Guide to true Wiſdome. 
An1l Eraſmus. before his *'Notcs on Seneca's. 
Works, gives this Judgment of his Writings ? 
If you read him as an Heathen, he wrote like 
« Chriſtian ; if you read him as Coriſtian, he. 
wrote like an Heatien. 

Bar ro return to the Matter in. hand : To, 
live as under God s Ey2, is more_rhan to live as,- 
in. tae preſence of alche good Men in th2 World: 
more than to live as in the Sighr of all good 
M3 and Angels. Well rhen with holy David, 

t 18/et the Lord alwaies before us. Pal. 16. 8. 
The Lord ſets us , alwaies. before himjelf ; let ug; 
therefore ſer the Lord alwaies b:fore. our ſelves, : 
for then if ever-we ſhall wark {rrenyuoutly, fol- 
low aur-Bafinels. cloſely, bir our ſelves. to, 
purpaſe, and carefully look abour us,when, we. 
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really belteve that our Lord and Maſter ſtands 
by us, and looks upon us. Did we but con- 
trader, thar God fees all our goings, Fob 34.21, 
hat he counts all our Steps, Fob 31. 4. that he 
knows allour Waies, our creoked winding Waies 
wherein we live, wherein we dy, not live : and is 
more far above Deceit, than Deceit ſeems above 
Simplicity :( as Mr. Herbert expreſles it ) This 
Contideration would cauſe us to make ſtreight 
Paths, and to order our Converſations aright. 

If a Reverend grave Divine, a ſevere Ma- 
giltrare, a Parent, a Maſter, an Husband, a 
Wite, a Servant, a Child, a Friend, or an Ene- 
my ſtood by, beheld, and heard; you would of- 
ren forbear many an unhandſome,uncomely,un- 
ſeemly Word and Aion. If you were always 
placd under Mens Obſervation,youwould ſtudy 
rodo every thing ro their Approbation and Satis- 
faction. And could you ipend your Time in 
wimmoderare Earing, Drinking, Sleeping, At- 
tiring, in Swearing, Swaggering, Gaming, 
Sporting,Playing ; vain, and frothy, and wan- 
ton Diſcourſing ; in any idle, unworthy, un- 
godly Action ; if you did but imagine ar ſuch 
2 "Fine, and in fuch a Place, that God was by, 
' and ſaw or heard whatever was ſaid or done ? 
Pray do but actually and ſeriouſly conſider, 
that whereyer you are; the omnaſcient ' and 
emnipreſent God is alwaies one of the Company, 
and ever beholds whatever you do : and this 
wiilreſtrain you from doing Evil, and power- 
fully conftrarn and effectually engage you with 
Care and Diligence ro do: your Dury, to en 
brace and unproye every Opportunity, and tc 
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make a Benefit and Advantage of it. 

The Apprehention of God s all-ſceing, all- 
ſearching Eye, will be of excellent Uſe and 
Advantage to us, at four Times eſpecially. 

1. Aftually conſider that God ſees you, when you 
ordinarily viſit one another, and at any Time feaſt 
and make merry together. Whenever you go to. 
ſee one another: remember and conſider thar 
God ſees how you ſpend your Time rogerher : 
thar whenever you meet together, God 1s pre- 
fent in yaur Company ; he hears your bic 
courſes, and writes down yonr Words ; he ob- 
ſerycs and regiiters your ACtions.: He takes 
exact and ſtrict Notice, how much Time you 
ſpend idly and unprofitably ; haw far you ex- 
ceed in your Recrearions, what Glurony and 
Drunkenneſs you mingle with your Featitings. 
Still rherefore meer together as rhoſe that can 
never ſteal or ſtep owt of God's Preſence : Say 
and do nothing together, but what you are 
willing that God ſhould fee and hear. When- 
ever you feat, featt as before the Lord: and 
when you eat and drink together, eat and 
drink as before the Lord. 

2. When buying or ſelling, refuember you are 
manifeſt in God's Sight : thar all you do 15 nak- 
ed, ript open, unbowell'd, anaromizd, turnd 
inſide out-ward in the Eye of God. Conlider, 
that God itands by, and ices your Dealings, 
hears the making of eyery contract, 1s a farth- 
ful Witneſi to every Bargain, and is privy to 
your Carriage in your particular Calling, - to 
all your Breaches and V7oiation of commutative 
Pſi, | 

Never 
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Never. offer to deceive Man, becaule it is 
1mpo:Tible ro dec2rve God, The Tradesman may 
ſecretly faliify his Weights, and mingle his 
Wares, and ly and diffemble to ger th?zm of 
rhe better : Bur Gol underitands his falſe 
Dealings, and diſcovers his deceitful Heart and 
Hand. Men may cunningly cveat and cozen 
their Neighbours, 5 they can't blind and im- 
pole upon God. Let no Man go beyond and 
d:fFraud, or over-reach by Brother in any Mat-. 
ter, becauſe the Lord i the Avenger of ail ſuch. 
1 Thefſ. 4. 6. Ler nor the Seller abufe the 
Ignorance, or Credulity of rhe Buyer ; nor 
rhe Buyer work upon the Simplicity, or Necel- 
ſiry of the Seller : ler him not ſay, It x naught, 
it 5 naught ; and when he i; gone his may, then 
boft of his Penny-worth: ; P/ev. 26.14. Though 
ſuch may promiſe rhemſelves Impunity among 
Men, yer Gol is the Bcholder and Avenger of 
all ſuch. | 

3. Conſider this in your ſecret Retirements, and 
private Families. 

(1.) Contider rhis in your: ſecret Receſſes and 
Retirements, "That God is preſent, looks on, 
and weighs and ponders all ' your LZo.ngs : 
That God ſecs the very hidden Motions, and 
rain Imaginations of your Hearts. He knows 
all your ſecrer Defigns and Projects, he be- 
holds the mof private unſeemly Carriages, 
and filrhy Deeds. He fees. within thy clofe- 
drawn Curtains, though they b2 of Cioth, where 
never yet came Mah ; (to: uſe again the ingent- 
ous Words of the holy Mr. Herbert) Our ſe- 
eret Sins are ſet in the light of God s Counte- 
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Pal. 90.8. The Darkneſs hideth not from him ; but 
the Night ſhineth as the day : the Darkneſs and 
the Light ave both alike to him, Pſal. 139. 12. 
And | Info ler the ſerious Thoughts of God's 
Onmiſcience reſtrain and deter us from ſecret 
Sins. 

When Paphmutius the Monk was ſolicited by 
an Harlot to impure Embraces, and ſhe led him 
our -of one Room into anorher, he {till com- 
plained rhey were not yet private enough : Ar 
laſt ſhe brought him into an inner Room, which 
was quite dark : and here, ſaid ſhe, none can 
ſee us, but God and the Devil. Whar, faid he, 
do you make a but at that ? come, carry me 
where neither God, nor the Dzvs/ can ſee me. 

And ſo the hoty Ephrem Sirus - being! enticed 
by a Harlot to commit Lewdneſs with her, on- 
ly detired that he night chufe the Place ; which 
ſhe agreeing to, he preſently pirch'd upon 
the common and open Market-place: And when 
ſhe-rold him for ſhame they mutt forbear to do it 
there,in the Fe and view of all ; he demanded 
of ker; how the - durit do 'thar in' God's Sight, 
which ſhe would never do in Men's. The - wile 
Diſcourſes of rheſe two religious Perlons, (ea- 
fonablv and feriouſly urging and preifing the 
Contideration of God's Ommiſcience, nor. only 
repreſſed, but reclaimed ; (crtoully convinced, and 
ettectually converted ; changed the Minds, and 
mended rhe Manners of thote nutorioully imp 
dent - Harlots. 

If Satan, or his Inftraments, of thy own 
corrupt deceirful Hearr tell thee art any Time, 
or ſuggeſt ro thee, that zo Eye {ces thee, thou 
mayett. 
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mayeſt commit ir ſafely : ask, whether they: 


can- pluck, out God's all-leeing Eye, or ſearch out 
any Place that is nor filled with. the Divine 
Preſence, or can expunge and daſh the Items 
our of the Book of God's Remembrance? 

(2.) Conſider thy in your private Families : Then 
count thy. ſelf an happy Man, (lays Seneca to Lu- 
ozlius) when thou art able to live as it were inpub- 
tick ; when thy own Walls (hall cover thee, not con- 
ceal thee : which for the moſt part we reckon , our 


felves enclos'd with, not that we may live more 


fafely; but that we may ſin more ſecretly and ſecure- 
ly. Thor ſhalt hardly find any one, ſays he, that 
x able to live with his Door open. Not our Pride, 
but aur Conſcience, which. 1s afraid left any dil- 
covery ſhould be made, has fet Porters at our 
Gates. We live fo, ſays he, that to. be ſuddenly 
ſeen, is to be taken in a Fault or Crime. 

And therefore, me-rhinks,it was-an excellent 
Speech, which Velleius Paterculus relates ot L;- 
vius Drufus ;1Wwho, when he was about ro; build 
an Houſe, and the Work-inan off&'d him ſo ro 
contrive ir, that it ſhould be every way privare, 
and no body ſhould be:able io. look. into it ; 
No, ſays he, but if yeu have any Art at all, fo 
frame and contrive my Houſe, that whatſoever I 
do may be ſeen by all. 

O Chrittian, live in thy Family; as if the Eyes 
of all the Hirld were upon thee Bur eſpecially 
walk within thy Houſe,as having God's all-ſeeing 
Eye continually fix'd and intent upon thee. 
'Lhink, O-my Friends, yea, often think; with 
your ſelves, that Gad beho/ds your- Family-neg: 
lects and Omiflions, your F ERP 
ana. 
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and Tranſgrefſions, your Family-Contentions 
and Diviſions : Thar he obſcrves your Walk- 
ing diſorderly in your Houſe and Family : That 
God ſees how i you diſcharge your Care of 
Suls : that he knows in whar Families Religion 
s laid aſide, diſreliſh'd, diſcountenanc'd, de- 
rided : that he every where looks narrowly, 
whether Men pray in their Cloters and Fa- 
milies, and read the Scriptures and good Books, 
and catechiſe and in{truct their Children and 
Servants, and give them wholeſome Counſel, 
and a good Example ; or behave themſelves 
with Negle# and Contempt of theſe Things. 
There is not a Family that goes withour Pray- 
erfrom Day ro Day, and breaks rhe Lord's- 
Day every Week, but God knows them, and 
takes particular ' notice of rhem. Did Men 
confider rhis, rhey would nor (uffer Profanenels 
and Arheiſm, Contenrion and Strife ro abound 
In their Families, as they do. 

4. And Laftly ; Whenever we come to the 
publick Worſhip of God, ler us ſeriouſly con- 
ider that we tiand th his Preſence, and, are 1n 
his Exe. Many that come to Church , out of 
cuſtame and Formaliry, and are nor ſenſible of 
Gods Omniſcience and Omnipreſence, may 
ay with Facob, when they come to be awaken- 
&; Swely the Lord is in this Place, and we knew 
it not, Gen. 28. 16. | 

Ler's all conſider, That when we join roge- 
ther in Prayer, God knows Our Preparations, our 
Afﬀe&ions, our Motives to the Duty, our Car- 
1:4ges 1n it, He beholds rhe Rovings and Wan- 
«gs of our Minds and 'Thoughts, and ws 
Dea 
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Deadneſi and Straightneft of our Hearts and 
Aﬀections. Confider in like manner, that 
when we hear the Word read, of preach ; 
God well underſtands w.y -we hear, and hoy 
we hear : Heplainly diſcerns how our Hearts 
work under the Ford : He rakes norice, that 
when you come, and ſit, and make as if you 
heard his Word your Heart poeth after your Cme- 
ronufneſs, Exck, 33. 38. He views all your 
negligent irreverent Carriazes, and undecent un- 
ſeaſonable /ifpzrings. God looks ripen you, 
when under an Ordinance you nothing bur lp 
about you, tro fee who are there, and whar they 
wear. | 
;. If Men would really believe, and ſeriouſly 
conſider this, thar when they are #n oy 
they are in a ſfotemn manner before God ; they 
would not then be mindleſs and heartleſs, Cold 
and formal in Prayer : they would nor be criti: 
cal, careleſs, ſcornful Hearers of the Word : 
bur they would be /ively and fervent in praying, 
and as diligent and attentive? as could be in 
bearing,” 1n ofder to their ſpiritual profiting and 
well-living. Tis good, -when we have'fo 
lolemnly to do with Ged, ro think of the Eye of 
that God with whom we have to do : This 
would poſſeſs us with more Reverence, and 
Ged!ly Fear, in the Duries - of God's Worlhip. 
If the Apprehenfion of the Prefence of Ange! 
in publick Chriſtian Aſ*mv;es, be apt ro com- 
pore Men to a reverent Behaviour ; 1 Cor. 11. 
10. much more will the Confilzration of the 


Preſence of God be able to effect ir, 
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The fifth Dire. 


Thar we may wiſely redeem the Time, let's 
be ſure to propound a good End toour ſelves in all 
eur Attions : and to do nothing deliberately, but 
what we cnn ask God s Aſſiſtance in, and Bleſſmg 
por, when we go about it. 

1. Lers be ſure #0 propound x good End to our 
ſelves in all our Aficns. Let every Attion be as 
an Arrow ſhot at a Mark. As rhey that ſazl, 
we muſt ſteer and. dire&t our Courſe ro ſome 
Star. Seneca: reproves a Sort of Perſons, thar 
ated without an End in their Eye : . If you 
ah any one of theſe, faies he, when they go out of 
Doors, Wert are you going ? "what are you think- 
ing of ? He | anſwer, -s rell you, Truly I don't 
know ; but I will ſee ſome Body or other, I will 
do ſomewhat or other. They wander about with- 
out any ſet _—_— and do things, not which they 
deſipn'd to do, but which they lightly fell into. They 
lad an iniconſiderate vain Courſe ' of Life; like /o- 
many creeping Ants. One may not unfitly call their 
Life an unquiet Idleneſi. And then rettoning home 
withan empty Wearine(s, they ſwear they knew not 
why they went out, nor know they well where they 
have been, being ready to ramble and wander the 
Day following in the ſame manner :* and therefure 
let all Labour be referr d to ſomewhat, ſaies he, 
reſpett ſomewhat. 

Now as it becomes both Men and Chriſtians, 
(et our great End and Study, our main - Scope 
and Intention be to plcaſe, and glorifie God, in 
the whole Courſe of our RT Te 
J1ave 
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have received of us, ſaies the Apoſtle, how you 
ought to walk, and to pleaſe God. 1 Thef. 4. 1. 
We deſire that ye might walk, worthy of the Lord 
unto 2ll pleaſmg. oo i. 10. Woatſoever ye do, 
do all tothe Glory of God. 1 Cor. 10. 13. Let 
" all our Actions have their ul::mate tendency t0 
God's Glory : . That God may be honoured and 
glorified by our ſelves, while our Aftons, done 
1m Imitation of God, ſhew forth his Vertnes, 
1 Pet. 2. 9. repreſent. and recommend God lovely 
to the World, and are \ to procure that God 
be better thought of, lov'd and ſerv'd. And that 
God may be alſo glorified by others; by meant 
of our Lives and. Converſations, while others 
are actually and effectually led thereby to high 
and excellent Thoughts of God, and to'an Admi- 
ration 'and  Approbation of the divine Law and 


—_ 

Whar a rare Commendation is ir of thoſe 
Brethren, who are ftiled by the-. Apoltle- rhe 
Glory of Chriſt ! 2 Cor. 8. 23. As Cbriſt alone 
1s the Glory of the Faithful, fo.they ought to be 
the Glory of Chriſt. ; to promste aud advance, 
and be the Inſtruments of his Glory, by their 
fingalar Knowledg, Faith, Piety, and excel- 
lent good Life and Manners. 

Ir is nor ſtrictly required, that in every good, 
Work of ours there ſhould be an aus! Intenti- 
on of pleaſing and glorifying God : It ſuthceth 
thar ſuch an Intention go before ta the general, 
and be pr:ſ{erved and retained in the Habit : 
And though it be thought on in every Action, 
yer the Action-may be rightly perform in the 
Vertue of the good Intention that went betore: 
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As one in a Forney goes very right by virtue of 
his firſt Intention, though he does nor, every 
he rakes, anally think of the Place, which, 
when he firſt ſet our, he intended ro go ro. Ir 
is \abſolutely neceſſary, that we ſhould alwaies 
preſerve an habitual Intention of pleaſing and 
gorifying God in every. thing: yea, ( as the 
everend and learned - Davenant counſels 
well) we ſhould alwaies endeavour theſe rwoa 
things.3' (1.) That our atual Intention of pleaſ- 
ing and . glorifying God, ' ſhould, as far as may be, 
be retain d or renew'd in every particular Park, we 
do. (2:) That after our firſt pood Intention, 110 
toil and inordinate Intention do ariſe ; for this 
will not be reified'by the firſt, but the former 
will be blemiſhed, ſtained, and corrupted by this. 
Let's propoſe rg'our ſelves the Ghory of God, 
as the h:gheſt Bnd of all” our Underrakings : 
and ler all our” tefſer ''and ſtibordinate Ends 
plainly reducible ro the main and great End of 
our living. Ler's {tilt be purting this Pueſtion 
to our ſelves in what we are doing, Is thy the 
Way to :pleaſe and glorify God? If nor,'' how 
dare T rake ſo ungodly-a Courſe; of do ſoun- 
reaſonable a- Deed ? ' This is the way to re- 
deem the Timezahd a Means'to make our' Acti- 
ons able ro' bear rhe 77:41, and aptiro rurn to 
a good Account. I Joh. ou £0144 
2. Let's do icthing deliberately, bat what we 
can freely and fafely; warrantably: and -coin- 
forably ctave'' God's Aſſance in; vand' look. up 
to Heaven for Bleſſmg' upon, when vve:goa- 
bour-it. 'Do xot 19uth matter, faiesz2 Kempis.who 
# for thee, or againſt thee ;"'but take great heed and 
Car 
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care of this, that God be with thee in every thing 
thou: deeft. Upon every Occaſion think rh 
vvith-rhy {elf ;| If I cannot acke God alony 
vvith me in vvhat I wndertake ; If 1 canno 
own God, nor expect thar God ſhould own-ny, 
guide and direct me, afſift- and. inable;- bleſs 
and proſper me in.yvhar Lam abour ;- ſurely 
this is not- the way for me to redeem and-im- 
rove my Time aright : I cannor ſpend it pro- 
ftably and:-comfortably in fuch Employment, 
Such a Courſe and Practice as this, yyould 
ſurely prevent the Raſhneſs and Unadyviſednels, 
the Imprudence and Folly, che Injuſtice and 
Impiery of many Actions.. It thou- vyauldk 
never. venture.to engage in\any Action,, but 
vvhat thou: couldit own before God in Prayer, 
yvithour Shame and. Blathing ;- and; durſt im- 
plore-thie- Help and: Aſſiſtance of God.tor the Per- 
tormance of ,'thou.' vvauldit certainly - vyalk 
more.” accurately. and exadtly than formerly, 
When thou art going t0 a drinkins Meeting, 
canlt rhau beg God's. Blefſmg upon, thy jovil 
inemperate CO Ipy vvhen;rhou. arr 
haftening wo. a filthy Fhore-houſe,or going'iro an 
obſcene and-profane Play-bouſe; canit-:thon look 
that. God: vvith:a Bleſſmg ſhould ;go- with thee-'? 
When thow art hunting after wut Gain, and 
hotly purſuing it all the Day long ;.or _ uſing 
unlawful, and indiret Courſes ro provide for 
thy ſelf or Family, can{t rhou expect that; God 
ſhould. command a; Bleſſog. upon-it 2 Would 
theoumemperate, luftful; coyerous,,unrighredus, 
Perſon proceed. according to. this, Direction; be 
vvould toon deſiſt from his: vicious -Caurſes, 
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and unyvarrantable. Practices. As the poor 
Mao, vyhen he had ſtolen. a Lamb, to fatisly 
the hungry Bellies of his Family, and baving 
drefſed 1r, came, of courſe, to crave, a Bleſſing 
upon it ; he vvas ſo diſturb'd and troubled a- 
bout it, that he could find no Reſt and Quier 
in his Mind, till he went and confeſs d his Faulr, 
and promil d ro make Satisfation for the 
yyrong he had done. 


The Sixth Direftion. 


We muſt be ſure to give ar ſelves to Prayer, 
as.a ſpecial Way 2 vvhich, and principal 
Means and. Help by, vvhich, vve may. redeem 
and-improvye our 1 ime aright. And, here, 

1, Be careful ro keep up ſet. and ſtated Times 
of. ordinary Prayer. 

2. Be ready. 10 betake thy ſelf to Prayer, upon 

cial, extraordinary emergent Occaſions. 

3. Uſe thy ſelf to frequent ſudden ejaculatery 
Prayers to God. 

Theſe. #hree Particulars. give, the proper Senſe 
add Meaging of thoſe Scriptyres ; Praying al- 
Waies ; Epbeſ 6.16, in, all Tune, or, Oppor- 
waity, as the ' Word is: Pray without, ceaſing : 
1 Theſ., 5. 17. Pray continually. Heb. 13. 15. 

1. It we would well redeem the Time, we 
mult keep and obſerve aur daily ſet aud ſtated Times 
of earnett fervent;Prayer ro. Gad, .and.folemn 
ſerious Supplicarion.. Thus. it. is. our Pay 9 
fray. continually : not ro emplay the Hole of oug 
Inme, in Prayer, (as of old the Euchites 
dream'd ) bur to pray continually, in the Hu 

ie 
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ſenſe as Mephiboſheth was commanded to'ex 
Bread at David's Table continually ; 2 Sam. 6. 1. 
that is, not ro cram, and load himſelf With 
Mear and Drink day and night, bur ro refte< 
himſelf there at the ſet and cuſtomary Hours of 
Dinner and Supper. | 

"Tis a general Duty incumbent on 'vus, to 
ſerve God all the Days of our Life; Luke 1.75. 
and therefore with the Worſhip and Service of 
Prayer in particular, which may be convenzent- 
hy performed dayly. We are directed in the 


Lord's Prayer, to pray every Day for our da | 


ly Bread ; Mat. 6. 11. and therefore we ought 
more earneſtly to ſeek, the Kingdom of God and 
bis Righteouſnefi, every Day. -v. 33. The Mo- 
ning and Evening Sacrifice, {trictly' enjoyned 
under the Law to be publickly celebrated every 
Day, Exodus 29. 38,39. is a plain Pattern and 
apparent Direction for donble Devotion every Day: 
for, the legal Sacrifice-as alſo the Incenſe joyn'd 
with it, was a Type of Prayer. Pfal. 141. 2. 
Heb. 13. 15. | 
| The Jews hadtheir ſer Hours of Prayer, A: 
3. t. & 1o. 2, Our bleſſed Savionr has not 
only givet us a plain Pr.ecept for cloſet-Prayer, 
Ma. 6.” 6.'but has afforded us his own Exam 
ple, rolead us to the performance of (olirary {c- 
crert Prayer, both Morning and Evening. St.Mark 
informs us, Mark, 1.35. that i#* the Mornin! 
-ifing hp a great while before 'Day, or, ity the firlt 
I i. "09 he went out | and departed into 'a ſolitary 
Place, and there” prayed. "And St. Matthew aG 
naints'us, Mat. 14. 23. that when he had ſent 
the Multitnde away, he went up into a Mountain 
apur ts 
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apart to pray, and when' the Evening was come» 

was there alone. Maſters of Servants, as ſuch, 
are:required and charged by rhe Apoſtle to con- 
tinue. in Prayer,, and '.to watch» in the ſame with 
Thankspiving : Coloſſ.4.1,2. Which Words (con- 
kdering the Context,whichis wholly rakenup in 
ſettling and ſerring forth the Chriſtian Oeconemy) 
may well be 'interprered -and underſtood of 
performing dayly Family-Prayer. Let Goverours of 
Families, . who afſume>and- exerciſe a kind of 
King Authority! in'itheirr own Families, un- 


' deritand and' confider, that their Maſter in 


Heaven expects thar they ſhould execute rhe 
Offices, and act the Parts of ſo many Prieſts in 
their own Families, by: offering before, then 
- wo of Prayer and Praifes ro God day 
"There are daity Perſonal and Family Sins ro 
be .confe(s'd and .pray'd againit ; dailie Per/o- 
nal and Family Wimts tobe ſpread before God, 
morder ro a ſupply thereof : Perſonal and Fa- 
mily Mercies daily received, and duely to be ac- 
knowledg' d every Day, Mornzng and Even- 
mp. | 

We generally find, that they that have any 
ſhew: of -Religion, are very oblervantof | ſtated 
Times of - Devotion : fo are the Papiſts, 'and 10 
are"rhe Mahometans : Nay the very Heathen, 
guided by the dim Light of Nature, have ap- 
proved and recommended-this Prattice : 'Heſiod 
In particular gives-rhis 'as a neceſlary Kule, To 
the utmoſt of your Power perform your ſacred Offices 
to the immortal Gods, bath when you go to Bed at 
Night, . and when the Mornins-Light appears ; 
O that 
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that they may bear 4 propittons Mind, and carry 
4 tind and lwving Heart: towards you. 

And it is gotlunworthy.of fomeremark, thar 
the Preczpts of continuing in; Prayer,-and » re. 
deeming.the:; Tune, are fo nearly and cloſely 
foyned rogether in Scripture, - Coloff. 4.2, 3, 5. 
'To pretermir, and negletF, ro:lay- alide and caſt 


-of fixed determined Times, and certain appoint- 


ed Seaſons of Prayer, wauld be to loſe our 
Time, and quuckly to {ge our Religion, roo... If 
wvyou will not admit ſo mnch »f the Form,: you 


are not likely tro maintain 'the:-Power of God- 


lineſs.: 1& you reckon-you have 1n9-£41 to pray, 
bur orely when you fnd or feel. a preſent in- 
ward ſtrong. Imprlſe, and '{ecrer powerful Incli- 
nation. to -it; you take a cauric 19 chaſe and 
Arive away the Spirit from you, and to depriye 
your {elves of the holy and fpiritual, the ſweet 
and {caſonable Motions of it. | When the: ſad 
Times of Duty return, pray, though thou hat 
mw preſent ſenſible Motzon 10: perform it : and 
pray #4ll thou fihdeſt God's good ſpirit fweetly 
and powerfully. moving. upon thee, and work- 
ing in thee ; enhlivening and enlarging thy 
tlearr 1n' Prayer, and'enabling thee to enjoy 
tome ſingular, {enfible, joyful and delightful 
Communion with God ; to exerciſe thy Graces 
in this holy Dury.and to feel thy Heart warmed 
.and enflamd,and thy Soul refreſh'd & repair, 
before thay departeit iour of (God's Preſence. 
40. begin and end-with God every Day, t 
be with the Lord juſt and /aft; ro call upon God 
Morning and Evening ; In the Morning to praiſe 
hun for the Mercies of the Night palt, ws 
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FFſdom of God ro ordet our Converſation aright ; 
tw beg his Favour, Preſence, Guidance, Spurir, 
Grace, and Strength ; his Protection of us, his 
Beanty, or glorious Blefling upon us, and his 
eſtabliſhing & proſpermg the Works borh of our 
Heads and Hands the whole Day following : 
Pfal. 9o. 17. And inthe Evening. to bleſs and 

rajſe God for the Mercies and Favours of the 
Day paſt, ro confeſs our Faulrs and Failings 
in it, and fo ro {ie down with no heavy guilt of 
any unrepented Sin' [y;ng upon 1 : To pray for 
the Pardon and Healing of ' rhe Milcarriages 
of thar Day, and to commir our ſelyes and 
oursto the divine Keeping the Night following ; 
beſeeching God ro ng any ſinful Dreams, 
which mighr proceed from the. Corruption of 
our Natures and Conttirurtions, Hearts. and 
Imaginations, Converſations and Actions, and 
to ſpiritualize and ſanctity our Thoughts and 
Cogitations, in the vacant Spaces and broker 
Hours of our Sleep : To keep and maintain rhe 
ſet Times of cothual {ecrer Cloſer-Prayer, and 
the tated Times of Occonomical Houle-hold Fe- 
mily Prayer ; this is a well {pending ſo much of 
ou Time as 1s employed in that Duty ; and this 


1s the right and ready way to redeem and imn- 


prove every Day, ro the Honour and Glory of 
Gcd, and ro our own and orhers Profit and Be- 
ner, Satisfaction and Comfort: 'T his is a 
likely hopeful good way to prevent or remove 
Miſcarriages in our ſelves, and Diſorders in our 
Families ; ro keep every Member of our Fa- 
mily in thcir Sration and Duty ; to ſeaſon: thena 
all with a religious Fear, and high rcipect ro 
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God and his Ways ; and ro train and bring up 
Children and Servants, .to a canpetent Ability 
20 expreſs rheir Defires in Prayer ro God, for 
themſelves and others :- to reach our; Servants, 
with m_ Abraham's good and . faithful Ser- 
vant, to follow their earthly Maſter's Buſineſs 
with hearty Prayers to their heavenly Maſter 
fur a: Blefling upen ir, Gen. 24. 12. 

Be careful and diligent, wiſe and prudentto 
redeem 'Timefor Prayer, that you may redeem 
Time by Prayer. Find Time ſufficient ro work 
this Work of God.-and fo to work out our own Salva- 
tion, as well as to follow the Forks and Bufi- 


.nefles of your par#icuiar Callings : to atrend and 


wait upon God 1n Prayer, as well as to wait up- 
01 your Cuſtomers ,amd to attend your ſecular Oc 
cafions and Concerns. 

Ler nor worldly Cares,and civil or domeſtich 
Affairs hinder and divert thee from due Perfor- 
mance of : Prayer in thy Family,and in thy pri- 
vate Cloſer. Though David had the Care of 
the Kzngly Government upon him, yet his ual 
Conrſe and Practice was, to pray ro God Even- 
ing, and Morning, and at Noon ; Pſal. 55. 17. 
yea, ſeven times a. day did he praiſe God, as he 
himſelf profefſes: Pſal. 119. 164. If he did 
nor exactly and punitually obſerve ſo many 
Hours, bur a certa:n Number is pur here for an 
&ncertain, yet the meaning mult be, that he did 
it very oftez : Love ſweetned the Dury to him, 
and cauſed him ro praiſe God more and more; 
Pſal. 71. 14. to be never weary of praifing him 
here, as knowing that ir would be his ſole Em- 


ployment to praile hun hereafter tor evermore. 
Though 
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Though Danie! was deeply engag'din Publick 
Buſineſs and State Affairs, yer he took not any 
Occaſion from theſe to neglett his daily Dury and 
wonred Service to his God : He kept his for- 
mer Courſe and Order ; for, every day, and con- 
ſtantly three Times a Day, he kneeled upon his 
Kjiees, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
Ged ; Dan. 6. 10. though he knew he hazard- 
ed his high Preferment, and endanger'd his yery 
Life by it. 

90 Cornelins a Centurion, taken up with many: 
Martial Occaſiens, yer ſuffer d not himſelf ro be 
taken. off from his Devotion thereby bur pray- 
ed to God alway, As. 10. 2. He did nor doit 
only by fits, bur daity and conſtantly oblerv'd 
his uſual Seaſons. Ir is reported of the famous 
Bp. Andrews, that though he had many weighty 
Employments-as Biſhop of Wincyeſter and Pri- 
oy Connſeller ; yer, his Life was a Life of Prayer, 
md a preat part of five Hours every day. did he 
ſpend in Prazer and Devotion to God. The holy 
and "excellent Bp. Uſher had Prayer in his 
Family ferr times a day, In the Morning art fix, 
in the Evening at eight, and before Duner and 
Yrpper in the Chaypel, at each of which he was 
alwaies preſent. Mr. W/ilkam Whately, Mini- 
ſter of Banbury, had much Work lying upon 
him continually ; catechiſing and preaching 
twice every Lord's-day, and a weekly Lecture 
belides ; well ttudying,and uſually penning his 
Sermons ar large ; and yet his conſtant Pra- 
ctice was, befides Family-Praycr twice a day, 
and ſometimes catechizing, ro pray alſo with 
his Wife, and alone, both Morning and Even- 
log, O 3 And: 
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And with whar ſhew of Reaſon can any. of 
you excuſe your ſelves > Have you Time to 
eat and drink and fleep ; and nor only to la 
bour and work, bur ro play and ſport ; Leiſure 
to recreate your ſelves, and vifit your Friends, 
and rake your pleature ; a Spare-Hour to fpend 
in diſcourſe, and it may be to waſte in empty 
and idle ralk with another 2 Have you Time 
todo nothing 2 Time ro.do Evil ? and have 
you no Time to ſerve and worſhip God in your 
Families ? no Time for' religtous Retirements, 
and hidden Repairs ro God, in your priyy 
Chambers, and jecret Clolers * Have you'/o 
many Sinsand Wants, Corruprions, and 'Temp- 
tations ? and can 9 Time be ſpared and ler a- 
part to ſeek God for the Pardon of your Sins, 
and the Supply of all your {piricual Wants ; 
and to pray to him for Strength and Power, ta 
mortity the Corruptions with which you are 
infelted, and ro relitt rhe Temptations with 
which you are allaulted.? 

2. We - ttould moreover hetake eur ſelves to 
ſolemn continued Prayer, when ve have Place-and 
Space for ſuch a Duty, upen the Emergency of an 
weinhty important Buſineſs, or on any ſpecial ex- 
traurdinary cccurrent and urgent Occaſion ; to bes 
ef God the prudenr Conduct of our Affairs, 
Succets in, and a Blefſing upon our lawful and 
koneit Undertakings ; Strength ro go through 
Trials, AfﬀMictions, and 'Lemprations ; - Free- 
dom and Deliverance from Evils and Sufter- 
ings, felr or feared; or to return God thanks tor 
the reczit of his Mercies in any tuch parricu- 
lars, and to engage our ſelves ro walk ww 

| ably 
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ably, and ro render fuitably to. the Lord, for 
ſach undeferved, and ir may: be unexpected 
Bleflings and Beneins. 

We read of Abraham's Servant, that when 
his Maſter ſent him to take a Wite for his Son 
I/aac, he ſought Got, and faid, O Lord God of 
my Maſter Abraham, I pray thee ſend me good 
ſpeed this Day, and ſher Kindin:fi unto my Maſter 
Abraham, Ger. 24. 12. And -when God had 
given him good Succeſs. he worſhipped and 
bleſſed God which had led him in the r12bt Way, 
verſe 2.6, 27,48. When Faceb was greatiy afraid 
of Eſau's coming, he prayed ro God ro de/iver 
bim from the Hand of his Brother, Gen.32. 9, 10. 
11; When Nehemiah Underftood the Mitery 
of Fernſalem, he faſted and pray:d before the God 
ef Heaven, and intreared God to profper hin 
that Day, and to grant him Mercy in the Sight of 
the King, Neh, 4. 11. So when Eſther was to 
make an extraordinary Sui ro King Ahaſuerns, 
ſhe and her. Maidens faſted and prayed for an 
haypy Iflve and gcod- Event, Efth. 4. 16. 
When David was troubled wah 4landerous 
Enemies, he gave himſelf unta Prayer, Pal. 109. 
4. And upon the Receit of Scxm4oberio's blai- 
phemous Lertrer, Hezeksah went up unto the Houſe 
of the Lord, and ſpread it before the Lord, and 
prayed azainſt Sennacherib Kng of Aﬀlyr.a, 1/a. 
37. 14, 15, 21. Chriſ} upon bis approaching 
Paſſion prayed thrice in the Garden, Mat. 26. 
39,42, 44. St. Paul likewiſe, when there was 
given to hire a Thorn in the Fleſh, the - Meſſenger 
of Satan to:buffet him, for this. thing he befcusit 
the Lord thrice, that it migit depart from him, 
2 Cor. 12. 7, 3. Q 4 Haw 
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How eminent have many pious Perſons been 
for..gainingOpp ortu nities: of Religious Ad- 
drefles,and for that Care ro mmprove much time 
in Prayer, whether upon ordinary, or extraor- 
dinary Occafions? It1s the worthy Commenda- 
rion of Ph;lippus Villerius, the Great Maiteraf 
Rhodes, that all ' the Time he could ſpare from 
the neceſſary Cares. of his weighty Charge, from 
Aſſaults, and the natural Refreſhing of his. Body, 
he beſtowed in Prayer and Serving - of God ;. He 
oftentimes ſpent the preateſt Part of the Night 
in the Church alone aying, hs Head-piece, Gorget, 
and Gantlets lying by him : ſo that it was often ſaid, 
that hy devout Prayers and Carefuln:ſs would make 
the City invincible. Guſtavus Adolphus, King of 
Swed?n, would pray a Slip board, a Shore, in 
the Field, in the midit ofa Patrel, "Tis a 
memorable Paſſage in the Life of Mr. Fohn 
Bradford, thar his continual Study was upon his 
Knees : and no doubr he mingled many holy 
Prayers with his hard Studies. Mr. Hug) Lati- 
mer, in'the latter Time'of his Impritonment, 
which was art Oxford, from April ro Oftober, 
did ofrentimes continue fo /ozp in fervent 
Prayer kneeling, that he was nor able to riſe 
withour Help : And #hree ſpecial principal Mar- 
ters, which he ever mention d 11 his Praters at 
that Seaſon, were theſe ; That God would 
give him Grace ro ftand ro his Doctrine until 
his Death, thar he might give and ſhed his 
Heart-blood in the Defence of the Goſpel : "That 
God of his Mercy would rettore his Goſpel to 
England once again, once again : He alſo deſired 
with Tearschat God would preſerve the _ 
Eli- 
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Elizabeth, and make her a Comfort to his com-- 
fortlels Realm of England : All. which Requeſts 
God graciouſly: granted- : 'And - in” Anſwer 
to his firſt particular Deſire, it was very. re- 
markable, that his Body being opend by. the 
Force of the Fire, his Bloed; which garher'd. 
much tro his Heart, guſt'd our of his Heart with 
Violence and ran out in Abundance. Emuſebius 
out of /Egeſippus, rells us of Fames called Fuſtus, 
that his Knees were grown very callous, hard: 
and bra#y, benumm'd and bereft of the Senſe 
of Feeling, by reaſon of his continual kneel- 
ing in Supplication to God, and Petition for” 
the People. So Gregory relates of his Aunt Tru-+ 
cilla, that her Elbows were as: hard as an Horn; 
by often leaning on a Desk when ſhe prayed. 
And Sr. Ferome; in. an Epiitle to: Marcella; 
mentions this in the Praiſes of 4/el/a, that by: 
ker frequent kneeling 1a Prayer, the had con- 
tracted fuch an Hardieſi on her Knees, as is to 
be found on th2 Knees of Camels; The ſame 
Father writes in the Life of Paul the Hermate, 
thar Sr. Anthony entering into -the Cave, found 
there the dead Body of that Saint in a praying 
Poſture, upon. its bended folded. Knees, with its 
Head lifted up, and its Hands {trerched our on 
high. How happy now 1s his Sc withour his 
Body, whole Body was in a worſhipping Geſture 

without his Soul ! 

If we would redeem the Time, we mult give 
our ſelves to frequent holy Ejaculations, enher men- 
tal or vocal ; inwardly lifting and darting up our 
Petitions and Hearr's Delires,; or orally.uttering: 
them in ſome very-thost yet pithy Expreſſions: 
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of both 'which- we have ſeveral Inſtances in 
Sacred- Wrir'.: Hherefore- crieſ# thou utto,me ?: 
ſaid God unto Moſes ; Exod, 14. 15. ' when 
Moſes. utter d nota Word, that we do read of; 
bur only uſed ſtrong Ejaculaticns, inward ar- 
denr Deſires and Groans. So I prayed to the God 
of Heaven, {aid holy Nehemiah ; Chap. 2. 4. that 
is, he diſpatch'd and fentup ſome ſhort Heazrt- 
razers.to Heaven, that God would direct: his 
\ (rarkey and bend and encline the Heart of the 
King ; the King 3 Heart being in the Lard®. Hand : 

e could pray no otherwie art that Time, for 
Þe was then in the Preſence of the King, and 
in Diſcourſe with him. And Nehemiah, Chap. 
13.9. 14, 22, 31. and our Saviour, Mat.11.25. 
Fohn 12. 27,28: and others, did uſe by an 
holy. Apeſtrophe to turn their Speech: to God 
in vocal Ejaculation. 

The rrue Chriſtian (as a ſolid Divine fays 
well) does not limit himſelf penuriouſly to a Morn- 
ing and” Evenins Sacrifice and Solemmnity, as unts. 
eertain Rent-ſcaſons, wherein to pay an Homage of 
dry, Devotion ; but hy loving and longing Soul dif- 
daining to be confin d within Canonical Hours, ii 
frequently ſoaring in ſome heavenly Raptures. or 0: 
ther. and ſallyins forth in_holy Ejaculations. 

If rhou beelt a truly regenerate Perſon, ſuch 
Ejaculation was thy firſt, and will be thy laſt 
Breathing : O. ſee thar it be the moſt »/ual Ex- 
erciſe of thy Life. 

Great is the Benefir of holy- and Heavenly. 
Ejacwlation.;. which.15s like rhe keeping alive, 
and quickening. the Fire for the Uſe and Ser- 


wace. of the daily, Sacrifice : If by. neglect Fro 
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this ſpiritual Exerciſe, we unhappily ſuffer . the - 
holy Fire to go our, we can t expect thar-God 
ſhouki 'kindle ir anew, when we £0 ro offer 
the Sacrifice of ſolemn Prayer ro God. By 
our much uling Ejaculatery Prayer, and famt- 
lIarizing our- felves to praying- Thoughts and 
Deſires, and exerciſing our ſelves in ſpiritual 
Pleadings with God, our Hearrs will. be gene- 
ralytram'd and firred ; and by immediately pre- 
vious Ejacalarory Prayer, our Hearrs will be 
particularly diſpoſed and prepared for perfor- 
mance of ſet and ſolemn Prayer. 

Wethall allo cloſe and come off well from ccn« 
tinued Prayer, with the greater Spirituality ard 
Ardency ot Devotion, by following ar laſt our 
larger and longer Prayers with ſeveral ſhore - 
{ſtrong Detires, earne!t and” affectionare good 
Withes,. lively and vigorous He-:zrt-lifts ; tuch 
like as rheſe ; Lord, forgive the Iniqrity of my 
holy Things. O:Lord hear, -O Lord forgive, O Lord. 
hearken and do, defer not, for thine own ſake, O- 
my God. Let the Wirds of my Mouth, and the 
Miditation of my Heart be acceptable in.thy Sight, 
0 Lord my Strength and my Redeemer. Good 
Lord, help me to live over my Prayers, and 
ler me not deftroy my Prayers by a careleſs, 
Chriſtleſs, wicked, looſe and- ungodly Lite : - 
Amen, Amen. 

Yea, often retire, addreſs and apply thy 
ſelf ro God in ſhorr Prayers and cordial *Ejacu- 
lations, and rhelſe may tupply the lack of thoſe- 

er Portions of Time, which thou -defiretand : 
coyerelt for thy Devotion, and in which may 


be.rhou thinke:t orhers haye adyamnage of. thees- 
Aga. 
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Again ; This is the readieſt ſureſt way to 
improve any. ſpiritual Warmth, holy AﬀeCtion 
or good Motion, wrought in thy Heart in the 
Uſe of Chriitiaz Conference, in Hearing, 
Reading, Meditation, or the like ; To ſend up 
ſudden, ſuirable, ſeaſonable Ejaculatory Prayers 
or Praiſes, while thou art under fuch a [:vely 
Sence, and 1n ſuch a Godly Frame. 
| Farther; Our often uling and dayly main- 
raining a frequent Converſe with God, in the 
way -of theſe holy devour Ejacutations, theſe 
Aſpirations and Emigrations of Soul after God, 
this will prove a ſpecial Help to _ our 
Hearts very fpiritual and ſavoury, and clole 
with God, and to get more intimate acquain- 
rance with him, and to ſecure the continuance 
of his gracious friendly Preſence with us. 
This moreover is a fir and proper Means to 
call in and enzage Divine Aſſiſtance, to inable 
us meerly ro manage any temporal or ſpiritu- 
al Employment, and rightly ro improve any 
Ordinance or Providence ; a dire&t Means to, 
procure from God Wiſdom and Grace , ſuirable 
ro. entertain any. notable Mercy newly received ; 
to ger Eaſe and Relict in any ſudden ſtrait or 
want ; pattence under, and the Sandctification 
of a ſurpriſing and unexpected Afﬀii&tion ; a 
preſent and approved Means to throw out the 
Inje:on, and to repel the fiery Darts of the De- 
vil ; to gain help from Heayen againſt any 
ſudden ftrong Temptation, or riſing and work- 
ing of any Corruption, and ſtrength againit our 
Bolom Maſter $:n, which is fo apr fo eafily to 
beletrus; A mcans to preyent our being wn 
warily 
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. warily enſnared and intangled in the Uſe and 
Exerciſe of our lawful Labours or Recreations; 
Tobe preſerved ettectually from Sin and Folly, 
when caſt unawares into profane or carnal Com- 
pany ; te obtain Mercy and Pardon ſpeedily, 
upon apprehenſion of any Infirmaries, Slips, 
or Failings; To lifr up our Hearts in ſuch 
Caſes in the Way of ſudden Ejaculatory Prayer 
to God, This will fave our /ol/;itary Hours in 
the Day-time, and will improve. our wakeful 
Hours in the Nzzht-ſeaſon; when we cannor 
take our natural Reit and Sleep, then to awak- 
en and call upon our Souls ro rerurn unto their 
ſpiritual Relt ; ro raiſe and lifr up our Hearts 
to Heaven, and ro- preſent the Defires of our 
Souls ro God. This 1s an excellent way to re- 
deem the Time, in the want of a proper Place 
for larger Prayer : Where ever thou art, though 
never ſo far trom a Church or Oratory ; yet as 
tw the Uſe of this kind of Prayer, thou maieſt 
be the Temple of God thy felf, and pray within 
ty ſelf. Yea once more ; This is an admirable 
way to redeem the ' ime, 1n the grearelt ſtraits 
of Time, in the midſt of much Company, in 
the Multiplicity, Croud, and Hurry of 
worldly Buſinefles and Imployments : For rhis 
the Advantage and rare Priviledge of Ejacu- 
lation, that the H/ork of God 1s performed in 1t, 
and no ſecular Affair or Worldly Occalion hin- 
ded or retarded, impeded or interrupted by ir : 
It isa gaining of Tune for the Exerciſe of Re- 
ligion, without any Prejudice, Ler or Hind- 
rance to your Calling : 1t is a taking Time for 
a ſpiritual Duty, without taking it away from. 
your 
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your civ:/ Employment. You may at the fame 
ir:ftant follow your particular proper Vocation, 
and ſend up an holy Ejaculation. The Hy: 
bandman may dart forth an Ejaculation, and 
not make a Ba/k rhe more. The Tradesman 
may mind his Shop never the leſs. for minding 
God in ſuch a way as this. "Thy Epaculatory 
Prayers wall ſantti,inſtead of hindring, thy Em- 
ployments ; will intluence thy Conſcience, and 
Keep thee from finning in thy Calling, and will 
draw down a Blefling upon every Butinels.and 
Undertaking. 


In a Word, To give our elves to holy and. 


heavenlyEjaculation,this 1s the way 'to pray with- 
ont ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. 5. 17: And ſurely the Fre- 
quency and Number of ejaculatory Prayers, 
will bring us in very great and /arge {ſpiritual 
Gains; and notable rich Returns. 

'Tis a noted and approved Saying, Thar 
much Meditation, ſhort Prayers and often, make 
an excellent Chriſtian. The eminently learned 
and holy Andrew Rivet did muctr accuſtom and- 
inure himfelf ro rhele ſhorr Prayers : He uſed 
in his old Age (as he himſelf declares in an E- 

iftle ro his Brother) for many Years every 
Þay. and often every Hour, ro repear thoſe 
Words of the Plalmiitt, which were ſuirable 
ro-the Circumftances of his own . Condition : 


© God thou haſt taught me from my Vouth : and | 


hitherto have I declared thy wondrous VWirks. Now 
alſo when I am old and gray-headed, O God, forſale 
me not : untill have ſhewed my Strength unto the 
Generation, and thy. Power to every one that is te: 
come; Plalms 71, 17,18... i} 
Ja 
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The ſeventh Direfzon. 


If we would redeem the Time, we muſt /ez 
ar ſelves to the daily, frequent, diligent Reading, 
and ſerious ſtudying of the ſacred Scriptures : 

t. This is a gaming and making Advantage of 
al that Time paſt, which the Scripture gives you the 
Hiſtory and Account of. 

Seneca adviſes his Friend Lucilius. by the Pe- 
regrination of his Mind to go to the ancient 
Worthies, and renowned great Men, and by 
Cogitation ro behold rhem,in order to an Imira- 
tion of them : This he propoſes to him.,as a pru- 
dent way to get Vice extirpated, and Vertue far- 
ther planted in him. He would have him by 
Contemplation 'go live and cenverſe with the 
Cato's, with Lelius, Tubero, Socrates, Zeno, Chry- 
opus Poſidonius : Theſe will inftru&t you, \aies 

, inthe knowledg of things divine and humane, 
end will command and enjoin you to-be buſied and 
employed in ſome good Attion. Let me adviſe and 
counſel you that are Chriſtians, to.travel fre- 
quently rhrough rhe holy Scrzptreres.; to keep a 
emſtant Corrſe-of attentive reading thoſe ſacred 
Writings,. and they will give you the happy 
Advanrage of ſpiritual and fruitful Converle 
with the Patriarchs and Prophets, with Abraham, 
and Iſaac, and py with Moſes and Elias ; 
with Noah, Fob, and Daniel! ; with David and 
Solomon ; with St: Peter, and Pani, and Fames, 
and Fohn ; with Chriſt, and his Apeſt/es, and rhe 
Prunitive Chriſtians : There you may ger Ac- 
quaintance: with; and make. uſe of thoſe rare 
Pers 
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Perſons, that have been mot exemplary and ſer- 
viceable in their Generations,and moit deſeryed. 
ly famous in the ſeveral Ages of rhe Church of 
God and Chrift ; and may take the Benefit of 
their holy Diſcourſes, their excellent Lives and 
verruous Actions. 

And whar the fame Philoſopher wiſely Dif. 
courſes in his excellent Book of the Brevity of 
Life,encouraging Perſons ro a daily familiar Ac- 
quaintance with Zeno, Pythagoras, Democritus, 
Ariſtotle, Theophraſtus ; Whar he faies there to 
invite and engage Men to read the Writings of 
ſuch- as excell in uſeful Philoſophical Learning, 
and good Arts, is more truly applicable, by 
way of Motzve, ro prevail with Men to give 
themſelves tothe reading of rhe Pen-men of the 
facred Scriptures, and of the Sayings of thoſe 
wiſe and holy Perſons that are introduced dit- 
courſing therein : There is nct one of theſe but 
will call thee to hear them ſpeaking to thee ; not 
any one of them, but, if you come to them, will 
fend you away more happy. and more in love with 
them : none of them will ſuffer you to go empty: 
handed away from them, "They may. be met and 
ſpoken with, vifired and converied with by: all 
both Day and Night. None of theſe will preſs you 
to die preſently, but all will teach you to die well at 
laſt : None of theſe will waſte your Tears, but will 


— 


readily. contribute and. give their own to. you, for 
your Ulſe and Service,Profit and Benefit: None of 
their Diſcourſe will ever be dangerous, none of their 
Friendſhip will prove pernicious, your Acquaintance 
with them and Obſervance of them will not be coſtly 
and chargeable to you. You may receive what 
you want, and carry away what you will = 

them: 


8 
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them : They will never hinder you from drawing as 
much out of them, as you are capable of contaiming. 
Whit an happy and lovely old Age is like tO befal 
him, who has given himſelf into their Tuitgon ? 
He will have thoſe continually at hand,with whom he 
may deliberate both' of the ſmalileft and greateſt 
Matters, whom he may daily adviſe with about 
himſelf, from whom he may hear the Truth without 
Reproach, by whom he may be commended without 
Flattery, and after whoſe Similitude he may form 
and faſhion himſelf. Theſe will ſet you in the 
way, that will ſurely bring you to an happy Eter- 
nity, and will mount you np into that. Place, out of 
which none ſhall be- able to ejeft you.” 

This is, in a ſenſe, a gaining of a great deal of 
Time that 1s paſ#, and an happy converting 1t 
to/our own ſpiritual Profit and Uſe. Our per- 
uſing rhe notable uſeful Hiſtories, and in- 
ſtructive Paſſages of the ſacred Pages, will, af- 
ter a ſort, make all that Time ours, and ſerve in 
4 manner as much ro our advantage, as if we 
a ſelves had livd in the {everal Ages, in which 
thole eminently pious Perſons appeared and 
ated, thar are recorded in facred Wrir. 

2. Our Reading the holy Books of Scripture, 
s a proper redeeming that Time in Particular, 
which 1s denzed ro worldly Profit or Pleaſure, 
and applied ro ſuch a ſpiritual Ule : Iris a good 
huanding, and well improving the preſent Time, 
that is ſpent and employed in this retigious dury, 
for this is our Attendance on an: Ordinance of 
God, and in thar reſpect an honouring of God. 
Itis alſo-a Means of attaining divine Knowledg, 
beavenly- Grace, and ſpiritual Comfort. 

( 1. ) Divine 
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(1.) Divine Knowledg. By reading the Serip- 
ture we may be taught of God, and come to be 
acquainted with rhe Mind and ll of our fu. 
preme Ruler and Governour, with the righte- 
ous Laws of our Creater and Redeemer :*T here 
we may find a Light unto our Feet, and a Lant- 
horn unto our Paths ; P/x. 119.105.a Pillar of Fire 
by Nighr, to conduct us through the Wilder- 
nels unto Canaan; a Star till before us, . to 
lead us unto Chriſt. From thence we may e- 
ceive ſ{uirable and ſeaſonable Information, Re- 
folurion, Direction, if with holy David, we 
take God's Teſtimonies for ous Counſetlers, Pjal. 
119. 24. The Scriptures are apt to prelerve, 
and powerful ro reduce Men . from erroneou 
Opinions : as F,mius was mightily wrought up- 
on, and with clear Conviction and full Sas 
faction recovered out of Atheiſm, and convert 
ed to rhe Truth, by reading the Beginning of 
St. Fohn's Goſpel. The Scriptures are able to 
make 16 wiſe unto Salvation 3 2 Tim. 3« 15. t0 
make us {o wiſe, as to become truly good. For, 

(2.) Our reading the Seripture, is a means 
obtaining heavenly Grace. "The holy Scripture 
is apt to terrify and affiight rhe- Sinner out 0 
rhe Way of Sin. The pure and clean Ford of 
God is able ro make thee pure and clean. Ihe 
holy, jſt, and good Law of God is able ro make 

thee holy, jut, and good. St. Auſtin, in his younge 
Years, was an incontinent Perſon ; but beingat 
length admonihed by this Voice, Tole, lege ; 
tolle, lege; rake up the Book and read ; he pre 
ſently caught up and opened St. Par's Epilties, 
andhappily firlt caſt his Eyes upon rheſe m_ 
om. 
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Rom. 13. 13,14. Not-in Rioting and Drunkenneſs wt 
m Chamber ing antd VWantom-"(i, not mm Strife aud 
Emoying, But put ye on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
make not Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts 
thereof : With which his Hear was powerful- 
ly affected,..and rouched ro purpoſe, I had 
nw need to: read any further, laies - How {wzet 
and pleajant aid F preſently find it. to want - thoſe 
rriflong - Pleafures of Sin ? How glad was I now 
rv let £ quite, what a little bofore I was ſo much 
afraid. to loſe ? Thou didſt make thoſe ſeeming ſweet- 
neſſes vaniſh, O Chriſt Feſus, who art the true and 
higheſt. ſweetneſs. and didft come thy ſelf in their 
Reon © Stead ſweeter than all the Pleaſures in the 
world. 1 he Hard of God's Graceis that holy Sced 
of which you may be born apain; 1 Pet. k. 23. 
and is able, when once you are rruly convert- 
ed from m_ and the World to God, to build 
you up, and to give you an Inheritance amons 
all x « which = ſanftified, Acts 20. 32. 

(3.) Our reading the: Seriptere,is a ready 
Way, and proper Means - of finding ſpiritual 
Prace and Comfort. That Place of Paul, was 
truely to me the Gate of Paradiſe : SO (aid Lu- 
ther of the 17th Verſe of the firit Chaprer ro 
the Romans, The Rigteouſneſi of God revealed 
in the Golpel from Faith to Faith: as it # writ- 
ten, The Fuſt ſhall live by Faith. + Mr. Billney, 
or rather St. Bilney (as Father Latimer did 
not ſtick ro ſtile him) that holy and bleſſed Mar- 
hr of God, that ſuffer d Death for God's Ward's 
fake, was raiſed and revived, cheered and re- 
Ireſhed by the 15th Verſe of the firlt Chapter 
of the firſt ro Timothy : He confeſſes of him- 
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ſelf, that when the New Tcftament was firſt {ﬆ 
forth by Eraſmus, -he was drawn to«buy ir 
more in conſideration of the good Latine of that 
Edition, than our of. any regard to the Ward 
of God, (of which he was utterly ignorant at 
that. Time) And, 'by the. Providence of God, 
he fell '”ar firſt © reading on this Sentence, Thy 
ws a faithfill Saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Fefus Chriſt came "into the World to ſave Sin- 
ners ; of whom Tam chief."  O this ſaying of Paul, 
was 4 ſweet and comfortable Saying to me, (lays 
he : This one Sentence, God Ynwardly teaching 
and inſtrufting me,” did ſo exhilarate and comfart 
my Heart, which before was waunded and ready ta 
Zeſparr, through the Convietion and Senſe '| had of 
iny Sins ; that Tfelt immediately ſuch a marvelas 
Tranquillitie and” Gladneſs within me, that the 
Bones which had been” broken did rejoice : and from 
this Time the Scripture began to be ſweeter to me 
than the Honse and the Honie-comb. As Adam 
and Eve went abort tn vain 'to cover their Naked- 
neſs with therr Fig-leaves, and were never quieted 
till they had believed the Promiſe .of God, that tht 
Seed of the Woman ſhould break, the Serpent: 
bead, ſo neither could I be healed, ſays he, 
the Stings and Bitings of my Sins, before I was 
taught of God that Leſſon of which,Chrift ſpeaks, 
Toh. 3. 14,' 15. As 'Moſes lifted up the Serpent 
in the Wilderneſs, even fo muft \the Son of Man be 
lifted up : That wheſoever believeth in him, ſhould 
not periſh , but have eternal Life. 

Thomas a Kemps is ſaid to have uttered, and 
ro haye written this Sentence in his Books, 1 


have ſought for Reſt every where, . but have faund 
uf 
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# no where, except ini,a corner. alone with a little 
Bok.) T he:Bible is rhat- blefled Book, which 
will ether : alone, -or aboye;all other Books at- 
ford a fijrable ſeafonable Ref, nnto our Souſs, 
And now theſe Things conhdered, 1s it not 
gell worth the while to-beitow your 'Lune and 
Pains'in- reading and ſtudying the ſacred Scrip- 
twes ? T5359. | 

3; Ir is moreover a Means and Help ro the 
right redeeming of our Time for the future : For, 
here in the Scrgptyre, we have the plaineſt Pre- 

#; given us, 40 oblige us to take. due Care 
of. our Time ; the beſt Examples and worthieſt 
Patterns of Redemprion of 'Lime er before us, 
in the Servants of God, and in the Sox. of God ; 
and:have here afforded ys the ſtrongelt Morzves 
and Encouragements -ro/ir, and rhe, moſt pru- 
dent. Inſtructions and-proper, Dzrett;ans:abour 
it: For, al/ that has'been hitherta diſcourſed.con- 
cerning 'it;has chiefly been, fexch'd, from, 'and 
drawn out of the holy Scriptures. 

And theſe divine and ſacred Writings, will 
not only teach and inſtruct you, bur .alſo.a%- 
wardly diſpoſe and qualify: ,- fir and enable you 
tmake the belt Improvement of your remain, 
ng:Tune, by converting and - transforming, re- 
generating.and renewzng, purifying and lanctt- 
tying you : By giving you a new Natare, they 
will enable you to lead a new Life. + 

And rherefore be ſure ro redeem ,ſome com- 
perent Time; for reading of-rhe Scripture, that 
you may the betrer redeem-the-Remainder of 
your Time by reading .of the' Scripture. © The 
noble Ethiopian Eunch would loſe no Time; bur 
as 
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as he was trayelling; and: in his Charig, 
he read Ffaias the Prophet : As 8:28; | And'(a 
Sr.Chryſoftom well/nores)" if he was'ſo religi 
employed in 4 Forney, Whar a:diligent Sradent 
of the $criprare was he'at 'home? 'yea though 
he' found what he rhen read 'to be ro him di 
culr and obſcure, yet he would nor lay rhatholy 
Book away, which he did nor at preſent well 
underſtand. We rrinft efteem revertntly ' of the 
Ward(faies the judicious Hilderfans) though we 
cannot at the firſt reading or heaving of it profit h 
it. or diſcern what iſe it may ſerve us unto.” | 
Fews were {o exaAly verſed in the Old Tots 
ment, that Joſephus gives this Teſtimony of 
them, Every one of our Nation being demanded 
of otir -Laws, can anſwer” as readily as he can tell 
hi own Name. The Bereans are commended for 
ending * their Time every Day in ſearching the 
criptares,” Ads 19. 11. It is the honourable 
CharaCter of ' Apol/os, rhar he was myphty in the 
Scriptures, c. 18. v. 3, 15. one that had a great 
Infight and Skill in'the Scriprures of the Old 
Teſtament : Bur Aquila and'Priſcilla ordinary 
Tenr-makers, had artained'to fuch'-a meaſure 
of © Knowledg it 'the& Goſpel, -that they were 
able. t6" inftruct /'an eloquent - Xpol/os, and 10 
expound” tnts hit the way of God more perfetth. 
v. 26. Timothy had known the holy Scripturts 
From a Child, 2 Tin.-3. iy. Tertullian after his 
Converſion was taken ' up »ipht and day in 
reading of the Scriptures; and aid - with great 
Pains" ger much of” them by heart, and that 
exactly, thar he knew each Period. Origen "nav- 
ing this daily Tas& fer him by his Farher, to 76 
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bearſe uaro him ſome Portion of Seripture ; He 
though a Chi/d, nor only commirted the Words 
unto his: Memory, but inquired into the Senſe 
and Meaning of them ; and diverſe Times 
would gravel his Father with the Queſtions 
which he propounded to him : And when he 
was grown to riper Tears, he ſpent much of the 
Night in meditating on the holy Scriptures. 
Braſmus gives this notable Teſtimony of St. Fe- 
ne, Hoo, Taies he, did ever learn by heart the 
whole Scripture, imbibe, concoR, handle it, meds- 
tare upon it as he did > This very learned, 
and holy" Father did moreover inflame and (tir 
w diverſe noble Matrens of his Acquaintance 
at Rome to:an earneſt and conſtant Study of rhe 
divine : Serrpteves, exhorting and urging thoſe 
holy Women nor ro lay the' Bible our of their 
Hands, until being overcome with Sleep, and 
act able any longer to hold up their Heads, 
they bowed them down, as it were to falute the 
Leaves below ' them with a Kiſs : And by his 
miruction of them, and interpretation of the 
Srpcures to them, he affiſted and promoted 

their ptous Endeavours in thoſe facred Studies; 
that 3t might be the greator ſhame for any Biſhops 
in any wiſe to neplett thoſe ſacred' Books, which 
nere ſo often read and ſo well tmderfteod by the 
waker Sex. And hearreits parricularly Mar- 
ella's Induſtry, and great © Proficiency, in his 
- xr of her, expreſſing Himſelf in theſe 
concerning her ; Becauſe T was at that 

Time of Jome Repute and Note, \aies he, for the 
Study of the I ſhe never met with me but 
Bill ſhe mould * be putting ſome Dueſtions to = 4- 
out 
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bout the Scriptures : And: he-further adds there; 
Ihatever by long Study was gathered by 'me, and 
turn'd as it were into. my Nature by continual Me- 
ditation, all. that ſhe pickd out, taſted, learnd 
and poſſeſi d : So that after my departure, if aw 
Controverſy aroſe about the Teſtimony of the Scrig. 
ture in .any Matter, they had recourſe to her. as a 
Fudg therein. Proſper was afliduous in reading 
the Scripture, and uſually had the four Evanye- 
kts in his Hands. Venerable Bede read the 
Scriptures with ſuch Devotion. and, Aﬀection, 
that he would ofren weep in the reading of 
it, and would conclude his reading .of Scrip- 
ture with Prayer. The good Emperour, The- 
odoſius Senior wrote out the whole new Teſtament 
with his own Hand, and read- ſome Parr of it 
every day ; Theodofius ' the ſecond dedicared and 
conſecrated a ' good. Part of-the' Night ro the 
Srudy of the Scriptures : to which er:d he had 
( as Nicephorus relates ) a Lamp \o arrnificially 
made thar it conſtantly ſupplied ir-felf with Os; 
thar none of his Servants might ſuffer any 
Trouble upon, | thoſe Occahons.  He-learned 
much of the holy Scr-ptures wirhour Book, and 
when he met and.conier d with.rhe Biſhops he 
expounded and explain & obſcure and knotry 
Places of Serspture, as if he himſelf had been a 
Perſon in holy Orders. Maccovins reports of Geoye 
Prince of-Tranſylvania,that he had read over the 
Bible ſeven and twenty times. And it is. toried. of 
Alphonſus King of Aragon, thar ' (notwithitan& 
ing all his Princely Atfairs) he read: over: the 
Bible with a large Comment, ſome fay ten, 0+ 


thers affirm, fourteen times. Bonaventure wrote 
out 
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out the Bible twice wirh his own Hand, and had 
moſt of ir by heart. Antonius VWaleus in his 
younger Years imprinted much of rhe Scrip- 
trein his Mind, and when he was old could 
repeat without Book the Epittle ro the Romans, 
the fecond ro _ CE to the Galathians, 
Epheſians, and Philippians. ninzlins Wrorve 
LA Paul's Epile and Ke lem by heart. 
Thomas Cromwel (atterward Earl of Eſſex } in his 
Journey” going and coming from Rome, learn- 
ed the Text of the whole New Teſtament of 
Eralmus's Tranſlation without Book ; which was 
a Means of bringing him to the Knowledge, 
and Sayour, and Love of the Truth. Biſhop 
Ridly, in his Letter of Farewel ro his Friends, 
bidding farewel ro Pembrokg-Hall, does thus 
atteſt his own Jugnch, with the comfortable 
Fruit and Effect of it: In my Orchard fays 
he, the Walls, Buts, and Trees, if they could 
ſteak, would bear me witneſi, I learned without 
Book almoſt all Paul's Epiſtles, yea and all the 
Canonical - Epiſtles, ſave -only the © Apocalypſe ; of 
which ſtudy-' although. in time a+ great part did de- 
part from me, yet the ſweet ſmell thereof I truff 
Iſhall carry with me into Heaven : for the Projit 
thereof 1 think I have felt in all my Life-rime e- 
ver after. Dr. Gouge did ric himſelt ro read e- 
very Day fifteen Chapters in Englith our of the 
Jible, fre in the Morning, five after Dinner 
defore he fell upon his other Studies, and fire 
before he wear to bed ;- which courſe he firit 
wok up when he was a young Student in Ks 
Colledze in Cambridge. He was often heard ro 
wy, that when be could nc: ſleep in the Night 
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time; he ulgd in his/Thoughts to run through 
divers. Chapters. of the Scripture. n order, as if 
he had heard them read ro him. . - The like 
Practice he uſed in the. Day t+me. when he waz 
alone, whether within Doors, or abroad; for 
which.end, he wrote in a. /azt{e Book, which he 
always carried about. hun, the dſt: Head; 
of every particular : Paſſage in every Chapter 
of the Bable, that ſo, when in . any Place he 
meditated on the , Word of God, and was at 
a /oſs, he might preſently find help by rhar litth 
Book, By thi means he made himlſelt to expert 
in the Text, that.if he heard any Phraſe of 
Scripture, he could. preſently tell where it: was 
to. be- found. . And beſides all this, /he.. had. his 
ſet: Times of $tudy. for underitandimg the mean- 
ing.of the , more difficult Places of Scripture, 
Mr. Feremy H/. itaker alually read all the Epuſtte 
in..cthe,Greek '\Lettamenr twzce every. fortnight. 
Mr. Ignatays Furdain read the Bible above twer 
ty. Times qver,, and«\that with ſpecial Obſery- 
tion{. as appeared by the 4ſterroks. and, marh 
in the B/bicxvhich, he uted ). making, ;particuly 
Application 'to himſelf. Bp..  Uſfer.. had tm 
. Aunts, 'who, by. realon. of. their blindneſs from 
their Cradles, never ſaw Letters, and yer taught 
hun firſt ro read. Dr. Bernard rells us, that 
their readineſs jn the Scripture was marvelous, 
being able ſuddenlze to; bave repeared any par 
of the Bible. 1 haye: read; qt- oe, who was 0 
conſcientiouſly covgrous of redeeming Time tat 
reading of the Scripture, that being a Priſoner 
in a dark Dungeon, when a Light was brought 
ro him tor a little Time ro eat his Diet, he 
would 
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would pull out his Bible, and read a Chapter, 
laying, he could find his Mouth in the dark, but 
wot read in the dark, 

Q mind the Scriptures, 10 imitation of rheſe 
and the like excellent Examples. Give attend- 
ance torcading, 1 Tim. 4. 13. Search the Scri 
tures, as Chritt commands, Febn 5. 39. As 
Diggers in Mznes, with much Labour and Pains 
do ſearch for Veins of Gold and Silver in the 
Bowels of the Earth ; So labour diligently to 
digdeep in the rich'and golden Mines of Scrip- 
ture for hidden "Treaſures of faving Truth. 
Can you uſe your Eyes, exerctie your Reaſon, 
improve your Hours in a better Employment ? 
Contedt not -thy {elf with a flight and cmſorze 
readiug, but ger a right; and: good 21derſtanding of 
theſe tacred Oracles. Read them-with Prayer to 
God, before and afrer rhe :reading of them. 
Read them with rhe Hep of the ſame Spirit 
that wrote them : Read them, and hear the 
Voice of rhe bleſſed Spirir ſpeaking 1h rhem. 
Read receive, and keep the Word 1n an honeſt 
md good Heart, (Lake 8.15.) Hide tne Word 
of: God in thy Heart, with David, ( Pia. 119. 
11:)as a precious Fewel and Treaſxre; asthe Law 
was kept in a Cheft or Ark: ( Exod. 25.21.) 
Let the ord of Chriſt dwell richly, copioutly, 
plenritully in rhee ; (Coloff. 3. 16.) and in this 
manner .make thy Heart Bibliothecam Chriſti, 
the Library of Chritt ; as-St. Ferome- tells. us 
Nepotzanac, by his conſtant reading, andday- 
ly/Mediration. * 

Read rhe Seriprures, and fully affent to: re 
Twth and Grodxefi of them: Read'them, and 
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Feed and feaſt upon them : With the Prophet 
Ezeluel, Chap. 3. v. 1. 3. eat, and fill thy Bel. 
ly with this Roll ; 'twill be in thy Mouth as He- 
ney for ſweetneſs. Do not only take rhe Scrip- 
tures into thy Hand, and ger them into thy Head, 
but ler them be deeply rooted in, and fairly 
printed upon thy Heart : Read them, concof 
and inwardly dzzeſt them ; do nor only retain 
them in thy Memory, but turn them into a 
new Nature. 

Do nor offer to deal with the Scriptures, as 
little S$c/o0l-Boys do with their Nuts, who often 
ger them only ro play with them, having no 
Mind or intention atall to crack the Shell.and to 
zaſt rhe Kernel ot any of them. Read and regard 
the Scriptures not only to ger a not:onal Know- 
ledge ot them, and meerly ro make them mat- 
rer of Diſcourſe, and of Difpute, but with an 
honeſt purpoſe to profit in Pzety, and practical 
Knowledge, by the frequent reading, and con- 
itanr ftudying of them. 

Read, and receive rhe Scripture, not as the 
Ford of Men, but (as it & in truth ) the Ward 
of God : 1. Thefl 2. 13. This will make 
all irs Commands more ſtrong and powerful, more 
{ſweet and acceprable, ro think very ſcriouſly 
with thy ſelf, that they are rhe Commands of 
God, who has Authority to command us ; and 
of a good God, who ſhews us much Love in his 
Commands, as he does in his Promiſes 5 who 
gave his Son ro die for us, and therefore we 
nay be ſure, will command us nothing, but 
our of Love, and for our good ; nothing but 
what will tome way ſerve to fit us o_ and 
ring 
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, 
bring us ro thar Glory and Happineſs, which 
his Son has dearly purchas'd for us. This al- 
ſo will mightily /?rengthen your Faith in Scrip- 
rure-Promiſes, to contider that they are God $ 
Promiſes, who underſtands whar he promites, is 
true and fairhful,and carrot lye,and 1s able to per- 
form whateyer he promiles,be his Promiles nc- 
ver ſolarge & preat. And this will render Scrir- 
ture-Threatenings very terrible, and caute you 
to tremble at them, and ſtand in aw of them ; 6 
believe and confider thar they are God's I hreat- 
enings,who 1s arm d with Ommipotency, and able 
to execute to the utmoſt the moſt dreadtul 
Threatnings that are denounced in his Word. 

O bleſs and praiſe the good and holy Name 
of God, that you are nor left ro rhe conduit 
of your purblind ſhort fighted Reaſon, ro the 
faint Light of rhe Candle within you, to the 14- 
tural Darkneſs and Blindneſs of your carnal 
Minds, and corrupt Hearts ; that you are not 
guided with the Turkes by a ridiculous Alcoran, 
nor with the Fews directly ro follow a {ew cu- 
nous Rabbines, nor with the Papiſts enſtaved to 
humane, unwritten, uncertain Traditions; Bur 
that you have rhe Bzble open and intelligible 
n the Enzlifſh Tongue. 

Highly pr:Ze and value the Scriptures, and 
read them with Thankfulneſ, Love, Foy, and 
Delight, as the beſt Book you can polible read 
m the whole World, the molt incomparable 
Writings, which clearly and certainly declare 
the infinite Love of God, and ſeaſonably bring 
the g/ad Tidings of a Saviour ro loit and undon? 
Mankind ; which ſhew and diſcoyer to a mite- 
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able Sinner the only happy way and means of 
tirm Reconciliation ro an offended Deity, and 
bring Life and Immortality to light ; which are 
Go1s publick A# of Indemnity, and his free 
Grait of a full Pardon, and of eternal Salva- 
tion to the penirent Believer. Will you nor 
Prize and uſe the Word of God, thar mncorrup- 
tible Seed, of which you are, or may be born a- 
Fain : and have frequent recourle ro that Word, 
which is the fſmcere Milk, and ſtrong Meat, by 
which you may grow ant be daily nouriſhed: 
the F/ine, with which you may be refreſhed 
when weak ; the Phijick, with which you may 
be cured when tick ; the Sword of the Spirit, 
with which you may defend your felves when 
a{ſaulred, and refitt and repel your fpirirval E- 
nemies 2 Will you nor readily and gladly re- 
pair to the Preceprs which counſel you 1n all your 
1oubrs, and quicken you in all your Deadneſs? 
and ger and keep a {pirirnal Acquainrance with 
thoſe exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that 
ftrengrhen and itav, relieve and reireſh, ſup- 

ort and comfort yov, in all your Sorrows 
and Aflictions, Troubles and Tryals, Deject+ 
ons and Hearr-breakings, Dilquierments and 
Diſcouragements ? 

Me-thinks, a Man ſhould never rake up rhe 
Bible, when he reads in private, bur wirh the 
greatelt Comfort and Foy that can be, and ſhould 
lay within himſelf, Here's raar which very plain- 
ly propoſeth the moſt excellent End, and with- 
all rhe moit proper and ſure Mears to reach 
and attain it ; which clearly holds forth a juf- 
ficient Rule of Faith and Life ; which plenti- 
fully affords me moiſt admirable Precefs, 
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and moſt feleF exact Patterns of exer- 
ciing Graces and performing Daries, molt 
rare Exemplars 'of ftrong believing aud holy 
Living ! Here's that which contains rhe grand 
Charter of all my. Spiritual and Heavenly Pri- 
viledges! Here's thar thar keeps me from 
Herrous and Deſpair, notwnhſtanding all my 
Sin and Guilt ! Here's that thar 'texches me 
how to” Live, and that makes me at: to think 
of Death,  withour firtking and dyinz ar the 
Thoughts of it! Here's rhar that makes me hold 
my Head above Mater, in the blackeſt Hour, arid 
faddeft Condition thar can befal me. ! 

. Love and delight in the Scriptures, chiefty and 
eſpecially for their Sant:ty and Purity, becaute 
they reveal and: diſcover the holy Nature and 
Law of God, the Necefliry and Beauty of Holi- 
neſs, the Evil, Folly and Danger of Sm,and are 
aptto win and draw us off from 'Sin, and to 
bring us ro a real univerſal Conformiry to the 
Will of God, and to a Parrticiparion of the Di- 
vine Nature, an happy Parrncipartion of God's 
Hotinefs. Apd apply thyſelf ro the daily 
reading and dil:gent ftudying of the holy Scrip- 
tures, with a fincere Defire to be made really 
boly in Heart and Life by them; to be transform- 
ed and renewed, aflimilared and made /ke 
to God by them ; to be conformed ro Scriprure- 
Precepts and Examples ; and to gain a Frame of 
H:zre, and a Converſation and Courſe of T.ife 
every way becomins the Goſpel of Chriit, When- 
ever thou rakcit the Bible into thy Hand, to 
read a Chaprer, or any Portion of Scripture, 
lift up thy Heart ro God, and ſay, now ler 
me be niade clean through the Verd which thou 
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fhalr ſpeak unto me, Fohn 15. 3. Now let me 
be ſanAified throngh thy Word of Truth and 
Holineſs, Chap. 17. 17. Now let me gain ſome 
Degree of Grace, and make {ome Improvement 
and Proficiency in Holineſs, by thy holy Word, 
by rhis ſacred Wrir. 

Allot and allow, and ordinarily employ ſome 
Portion of Time every day, for reading and 
confidering the holy Scriptures. If we don't 
in a manner ft4sk our a uſually to obſerve 
ſome certain /et Times for this Uſe and Purpoſe, 
our /lothful Hearts willeafily admit,yea,catch at 
any #rifling Excuſe to put by the Performance 
of this Duty; and by Degrecs we ſhall be drawn 
ro an havitual Negle& of it . We ſhould rthere- 
tore charge and enjoyn our ſelves, not to dif 
pence with our ſtated Hours, but upon very ne- 
ceſlary and juſt Occaſions ; and in ſuch Cales be 
very careful, that what we are forc d to ont 
ar {uch a Time, we faithfully and honeltly en- 
deavour tro ſupply and make up anorher. 

Ir 1s convenient to read, commonly, if it may 
be, ſome portion of Scripture, every Morni 
and every Evening. A worthy Divine well ob 
ſerves, that our reading ſome Scripture in the 
Morning, will be a good Antidote againſt the 
Infection of thoſe Corruptions, which we live 4 
mengst, and is apt to fortify us againſt the Temp- 
tations of the enſuing Day; as thoſe who liw 
where there 1 any Contagion, do uſually drink ſome- 
thing in the Morning to prevent Infeftion. And 
eur reading the Scripture in the Evening, wall 
be a means ts compeſe our Minds, and furniſh 
with matter of Meditation fer the Nighs-ſeaſon ; 
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& Cattle feed towards the Evening, that they may 
have ſomething to ruminate or chew over again, . 
when they lie down to take their Reſt. 

Thar nothing may prove an Hindrance and 
impediment in this Employmenr, 

1.Redeem the Time from unnceeſſary worldly Bu« 
fineſſes ; Nay, ler no ordinary Occations of your 
Calling make you gene#ally careleſs and neg/igens 
of the ſacred Scriptures. Do not idly pretend- 
wrt of Leiſure to read the weightieſt Matters in 
the World, things of grearelt Importance and 
neareſt Concernment ro your- immortal Souls, 
They that enjoy much Leiſure from worldly: 
Aﬀairs, God expects thar ſuch ſhould employ: 
and beſtow more of their Time in this ſpiritual 
Exerciſe :. Yet they that have fulleſt Bufineſs, 
and feweſt ſpare-hours, cannot wholly be exemp- 
ted from this Duty. 'Tis very Auroberr” 4 
that the Kzng himſelt was. exprefly command- 
ed to write him- a Copy of the Law-in a Book; 
Dent. 17. 18, 19, 209. Lo write our the Book 
of Deuteronomy, which is a Compendium of the 
Law ; yea, ro write our the. whole Pentaterch, 
lays Grotius; to write it with his own Hand, lays 
Philo, rhat the divine Precepts might be rhe ber= 
ter imprinted and faltened in his Mind :. It was 
to be with him, and he was to read therein all the 
Days of bis Life ; notwirhttanding the Mrltiphie 
aty and Greatneſs of- the Afﬀairs of. his Krngly 
O/ice. 

2. Redeem the Time from- fruitleſs Pleaſures, 
from Play-Books, Romances, Fanciful Poems, feign- 
ed Stories, common Hiſtories witty or elegant Speech- 
”;. Never. ſuffer theſe, or. the. like, ro fill yr 
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Hands, to entertain your Eyes, to - pleaſe your 
Phanfies, to ger into your Hearts, fo-as to keep 
the facred Scriptures and divine Oracles our of 
your FHlands, and Hearts. Alexander would 
tind Time to read Homer, even in the -Camp; 
and cho(e ro lay up Homer's Poems in a moſt pre- 
cious Casket raken our.of the Spoils of Darim. 
And the Emperour /A/:us 'Verus was (o in love 
with Ovid de arte amand:s, as to read it in his 
Bed. and to lay it under his Pi/low, when' he 
went to ſleep : Bur theſe were utterly ignorant 
of the Scriptures : O ler not us Chriſtians have 
ſuch ſtrong Aﬀetions tor any profane Writings, 
as by means of them ro be raken of from pe- 
ruling and ſtudying. the Scriptures, which were 
given by Inſpiration of God, and are every way 
profitable to the Edification and Salvation of our 
Souls. St. Auſtin confeſſes it as his great Fol- 
ly and Faulr, that in his unconyerted Stare, 
the Scripture Stile was a mean and contemp- 
rible thing in his Eye, and not to be compared for 
Dignity with the Eloquence of Tully. And Dr. 
Bernard relates of Bp. T/her,that in his younger 
Years,in the J1imes of his private Sequelſtration 
and {trict Examination of himſelf, he lamented 
his too- much love of hs Book and humane Learning, 
that he ſhould be as glad of Munday to go to that, 
ws of the Lord s Day for hs Service. 

3. We ſhould -rake care to redeem the Time 
From the moſt plauſible taking Treatiſes of moral 
Philoſophers, whole Precepts commonly make 
Men grow more in Knowleds than in Goodneſs : 
We have an Account indeed of one Pheaon, 
al one Polemon, that were famous Converts 2 
Pht- 
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Philgfophy, and were reclaimed and reduc'd from 
a very luxurious and impure Life by Socrates 
and Xenocrates : Bur whar vaſ® Numbers, and 
grear Multirudes, have not only been brought 
to alter their Opinzons, bur have been really rc- 
covered from rhe inward Love and Liking, as 
well as the outward greſi Pratzice of Sin and Vice, 
by reading and ruminating on, the Writings of 
the Old aud New Teſtament ? St. Auſtin declares, 
that Plato's Writings have not the Viſage and 
Colour of that Pzety, rhat 1s apparent in,the fa- 
cred Scriptures. The heathen Philoſophy has no- 
thing of that holy Natpre, and transforming 
Power, which is to, be found in Scripture-truth ; 
which has a rare Efficacy, nor only to. c:vzlize, 
but to ſavHtify. The WAaſdom of Philoſophers (lays 
LaRtantins) it does not cut up Vices, but only covers 
them : But a few divine Precepts, ſays he, do ſo 
change the whole Man, and putting off the old 
make him every way ſuch a new Man, that you 
would not know him to be the ſame Perſen. 

The mo't improved Diſcourſes of heathen Mz- 
riifts are allo ſhort in the relief and comforts 
which they 0%er ro afford to troubled Minds. 
It you perule the Writings of all the Platonick 
Phulefophers, St. Auſtin will tell you, you can ne- 
ver find ſuch ftirong Cortials in any of then, 
as thoſe which the  Goſpcl exhibirs and holds 
forth ro you : you can never hear there any cat- 
ling and crying to you : C:172 2mto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt. Nor do the Wrirf:gs of the mouit raited 
ſublime Philoſophers, furnuh and fort:ſy a Peron 
with any Morives and 4rguments, to help him 

| quietly 


32.4 Redemption of Time 
guietly and contenredly to bear the Afi 
and Calamirties of ths Life ; like thoſe of the 
perfet Pattern of Chriſt's patient, though wundeſer- 
ved, Sufferings ; and rhe great and gainful Re- 
ward in Heaven, that exceeding and eternal 
FV-:ght of Glory, propoſed and promiled in the 
Golpel of Chriſt, to thoſe rhat endure the Evil: 
and'Sufferings of rhis preſent Life with Chriſt; 
an Patience, 2, Cor: 4. 17. Baptifta Mantua- 
#15 declares it as his comfortable and conſtant 
Experience, that his recourle to.the Scrzpture was 
on all Occaſions a preſent happy Remedy againſt 
all Griefs of Body, Anxiery of Mind, and Sad: 
neſs of Soul ; and that he never fas/'d of Eaſe, 
in taking this conrfe, and uſing this means, 
Once more ; 

4. We ſhould religiouſly redeem the Time,net 
only from meer Ph:loſophical Writings, bur from 
the Eccleſiaſtical, Theological Writings of Men 
not immediately inſpired, to ſpend 1n readin 
over the Bible ; which is the zxfallible Worl 
of God, and is peculiarly. accompanyed with 
the ſpecial Operation of the Spirit ; the Ward 
of God being vehiculum Spiritus, the Charer in. 
which the Spirit of God. rides in "Triumph, 
This made Luther {olemnly profeſs, that he ha: 
xd the Books ſet forth by himſelf, and. often wiſh- 
ed them periſh d and utterly aboliſhd , /e{t they 
ſhould be a means to divert and withdraw Men. 
from the reading of the Scripture, which alone is the 
Fountain of all |piritual.divine and heavenly W/- 
dom :: for fear of this, he could (like Saturn) 
have eaten up. hy own Children; deſtroyed his. 
own Works, the Fruit and Iflne of his wy 
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Thus, thus redeem and gain the Time from 
#her Things, to apply it to the buly ſtudy of the 
Scriptures : Ler the Scriptures have the Preems- 
wence above all Books and Writings in the 
World. Keep a conſtant courſe of ſerious read- 
ing thoſe divine Writings : read them frequent- 
h, read them wweariedly. Ir 1s a common pro- 
werbial Speech, ſays Luther, that the Letters of 
Princes are to be read three times over ; Surely 
then the Divine Letters, God s Epiſtles ( as Gre- 
gory calls the Scriptures) are to be read ſeven times 
thrice, yea, ſeventy times ſeven ; they are to be read 
even 4 thouſand times over ; they are to- be read 
infinitely, becauſe they are the divine MWiſdome, 
which cannot be comprehended preſently at firſt 
ſoht. If any one read them. by the by as things 
known and eaſy, he deceives himſelf. 

Is it not Time well ſpent in often and narrow 
ſearching into thoſe things, which are of ſo. 
ſtrange and werghty an importance, that the An- 
zl themielves deſire ſtooping down to look, to 
jeep and-pry into them.? 1 Per. 1. 12. In 
gaming Knowledge and Underlitanding of rhe 
Wiſdom, Counſel, Mind and Will of God ? 
In acquainting our (ſclves with the Rule of our 
Lives, in learning the Laws of the Kingdome, 
and ftudying the Szatutes of Heaven * 1n utfing 
the Means of getting and growing in ſaving 
brace ; in opening and reading our Elder Bro- 
ther s Will and Teſtament ; 1n {ucking thole full 
Breaſts of ſtrong Conſolation, and in drawing 
the refreſhing F/aters of Life our of thoſe /ells 
of Salvation. ? 

Let it.be the ſhawie and ſorrow. and trouble 
ef 
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of our Souls, rhat we have been careleſs of the 
Scriptnres in any part of our whole Lives. Dr 
Robert Harris, Preſident of Trinity-C olledze in 
Oxford, was not a little afflicted ro his dying 
Day, that even in his Childhood he was more 
willing of play, than of reading the Scriptures to 
his pious Parents at their Call. 

And ler's lament, and ſadly lay to heart the 
Night Thoughts that too many have of rhe holy 
Scriptures.and their groſs neglect and great dif- 
regard of the precious nf venerable Book of 
God. Mr. Fuller, in his Hiſtory of the Uai- 
verſity of Cambridze, does give us a Relation 
of an excellent Meditation of the Reverend 
Dr. Richa-d Holdeſworth, which the Relater him- 
ſelf heard drop from him- a lirrle before his ex- 
piring : I admire, ſays he, at Dayid's gracias 
Heart, who fo often in Scripture, but eſpecially in 
the rigth Platm extolieth the Marth and Value 
of the Werd of God ; and yet Quantillum Scrip- 
rurz, how /zttle of the Ward bail they in that Age? 
thh Pentatench, [ or five Books of Meſes | the 
Bok of Job, and ſome of the Haziography | a It 
tle of orher holy Wrir. ] How muth have we non 
there:f ſme the acceſſion of tie Prophets, but eſþe- 
cially of ' the New Teſtament ? and yet, alas ! the 
more we have of the Word of God, the leſs it us gt- 
nerally regarded. 

Laitly ; ler's do our honeſt and utmoſt en- 
deavour to win and draw others on to the Love 
and Liking, ro the reading and ſtudying of the 
ſacred Scriptures : Let them be in thine Heart, 
and teach them diligently unto thy Children, and 
taik of them when thou ſitteſt in thine Horſe, = 
when 


— 


| — 
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when thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt 
wn, and when thou riſeſt up, Deur. 6. 6, 7 
Teach them, thy Sons, and thy Son s Sons, C. 4. v. 9. 
Command thy Ehildren, Gen. 18. 19. And en- 
cage thy Houſho'd and Servants to read the 
criptures, and tG mind whar they read, and 
ilow them Time for !o neceſſary a Dury ; and 
et not any in thy Family want a Bible tor their 
Uſe and Benefir. In all! the Hills made by the 
forementioned Dr. Robert Harrs, this Legacy was 
alwaies renewed, Item,- I bequeath to all my Chil- 
tren. and their Childrens Children, to each of them 
4 Bible, with this Inſcription, None but Chriſt. 


Ti? erghth Diretion. 


If we would effectually redeem the Time, we 
muſt 2zve our ſerves to frequent. and ſerious medita- 
ton. 

Meditatiom 18 more excellent than meer $*- 
& ; ror rhe En1 'of Meditation 1s nor the fil- 
ling our Heads 71th Notions, bur the quickening 
of our Aﬀect ions, and ſtrengthening of our Re- 
ſontions ; the warming of our Hearts, and pur- 
ng-rhem upon Duty ; the bringing them to an 
inwarl lwycly Senſe "of Gcd, ro the Love and 
Fear of God, to Thankfulneſs and Obedience 
to him, to the Enjoyment of him, and Fellow- 
ſhip and Communicn with him. 

Ler's uſe and inure our ſelves to raiſe and 
extra holy Oblervations, and fpirirual Cohli- 
derations, from all ordinary Occurrences and Oc- 
cailions ; and as the Bee ſucks Honey our of e- 
very Flower, let's endeavour to d/ti/ heavenly 
and 
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and favory, ſweet and uſeful. Meditations, out 
of all God's Dealings with us and Diſpenſations 
towards us ; out of all Accidents that befally, 
or any about us ; our of the Things we ſee, hear, 
or hear of, and our of all rhe Objes that any 
way come into our Thoughts. "This was the 
Pra#ice of our bleſſed Saviour ; when. he came 
to a Fell, he rook occalion to diſcourſe of the 
Water of Life, Foln 4. And this has likewiſe 
been the T//age of the molt eminent practical 
Chriſtians. The Reverend and holy Mr. Fere- 
my Wnitaker, as he was riding with one of his 
intimate Friends by Tyburn, ( which he had not 
ſeen, or not obſerv'd before ) he asked* what 
that was, and being anſwered that it was Ty- 
burn, where ſo many Malefactors had loſt their 
Lives, he ſtop d his Horſe, and uttered. rhefe 
Words with much Afﬀection ; O what a ſhame 
# it, that ſo many thouſands ſhould die for the $a- 
tsfation of their Luſts, and ſo few. be fonmd wil- 
ling to lay down their Lives for Chriſt :. Ay ſhould 


not we, ina good Canſe, and upon a good Call, be | 
ready to be hanged for Feſus Chriſt > It would be an * 


everlaſting Honour,and it is a thouſand times better 
to die for Chriſt, to.be hanged, or to be burn'd fa 
Cyriſt, than to dic in our Beds. 

When we are riding, walking, fitting . alone 
in theday time ; or when we are awake in the 
night ſeaſon ; let us commune with. our own 
Hearts, and fill up ſuch ſpaces of Time, and 
employ ſuch Spare-Hours in holy” Thoughts of 
the bett Things : yea, ler us ſer ſome T ime 4: 
p47t for the ſolemn Dury of Meditation. 
Thar. which comes into our Souls by Medi 
tations. 
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tation, is like a Shower of Snow, which falls 
foft, and finks deep. Ts a good Saying of Sr. 
Auſtin, Intellect us cogitabundus principium onnis 
boi ; A thinking Mind is a Principle product- 
we of all good. The Father of a Proargal ly- 
ing on his Sick and Death-bed, firaitly chargd 
his only Son, that he would ſpend a Quarter 
of an hour every day in ſerious ſolitary Thoughts ; 
leaving ro himſelf the particular Subject of his 
retired Meditation : The Son accordingly fol- 
lowing this Advice,at laft calt into his I houghrs 
what mighr be his Father's Intention in fuch In- 
junction : He concluded, that his Father, being 
awiſe and a good Man, deligned ro direct and 
lead his Thoughts t6 the conſideration of ſome- 
what of Religion : which did ſo mightily operate 
upon kim, that he quickly became rationally re- 
lig10us. 

Upon all Occaſions, particularly and eſpe- 
cially ofren mcditare, and frequently think of 
the four lalt Things, Death, Fudgment, Heaven, 
and Hell ; the ſerzous Thoughts of which wall 
have a mighty Influence upon the whole Courſe of 
our Lives and Actions. 


The firſt of the four laſt Things propoſed as the 
ſubje# Matter of Meditation in order to the 
right Redemption of Time, 

{. Uſe in thy Life time to think much of the 
Day of thy own particular Death, and of the go- 
weral Diſſolution of all Things. 

i, Io think much of the Day of thy owns 
particular Death. 

Be not thou of Lewis the eleventh's Mind, 
whu 
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who ſtrictly charged all about him, that they 
ſhould not ſo mach as name the terrible Word 
Death : Do not only patiently hear of ir, but 
chuſe to think, and ofren to think of it. 

Men are roo commonly regardleſs of their 
End, and unmindful of their own Mortality 
and frailry. The very Heathen have acknow. 
ledgd Man's'natural Proneneſs to forget his End: 
and rherefore they uſed ſeveral Arts to mind 
rhemlelves and others of ir. Some Emperor, 
on the Day of their Coronation, have had (eye 
ral ſorts of Marble preſented to them, our of 
which ro chuſe their Tombs. Philoſophers have 
had rhetr Sepulchres before their Gates, that they 
might neither go out nor in, but they might 
ſtil be pur in' mind of their Mortality : And 
many great Men have had them in their Place: 
of Pleaſure : And dead Men's Skulls have been 
ferved up in delicious Banquets : And Philip 
King of Macedon had a young Monitor, that 
came every Day, and rubb'd up his Memory 
with a M4javnov &rISgwar&- ap, Rake thou 
art bur a-morral Man. And we plainly find 
in Scripture, that this is naturally Man's Tetr 
per : The Fosl in the Goſpel is a clear Inſtance 
of this ; who ſaid to bis Soul, Soul, thou haſt 
much Goods laid up for many Years, take thine eaſe, 
eat, drink, and be merry, Luke 12. 19. He ne 
ver dream'd of a Stul:s, hac note, Thou Fool, 
this Nighr--—-- That was the fartheſt Thingot 
his Thoughts. St. F.:m2s reproves thoſe who 
promife themſelves to morrow, and build upon 
the next Tear, for the driving of their Trade, 
and getting of Gain, Jam. 4. 3. 14- " 
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Men 1n their Health, think not of S:chreff ; 
and in Sicnefs, teldome reckon of Death. Even 
ting Men often times think of nothing bur 
recovering, and living longer in the Wort. 
Men are apt to look upon Death as afar off ; 
and when in all probability they have bur a 
few Sands 1a their Glals ro run, they are ready 
0/ay, that they ſhall multiply their Dates as the 
imd, Joby 19. 

Men can willingly meaſure their Lands and 
Grounds, and 1nwmber their Herds and Droves 
of Carrle, and count the Revenues of their Man- 
nors and Farms, and reckon their daily or yearly 
Ixomes : but who is willing ro meaſure and mums 
ber; his Dazes ? | 

Yea. we can willingly meaſure other Men s 
Dar, and learn to know 'rheir End, and rake 
great Notice how frail they are : We can point 
at an old A1an, and cry he is thus or thus old ; 
bis Daies cannot be many ; he is paſt his beſt ; 
he has -one Foot in the Grave. Op ſight of 
oe" ſick, or" in a Conſumption, we are apr to 
lay, tuch a one 1s near his End, he can't live 
long ſure : Bur we rake little notice ef our 
elves ;- we make /ittle Reckoning of our own 
End ; we little confider what may become of 
us to morrow. 

We do not afually think we ſhall not die ; 
yet the molt of us do nor atusly think we 
ſhall die. God frequently-reads Lefures of 
Mortality ro us, and yer we will nor learn ro 
remember them. The Arrows of the Almighty 
have flown thick on every iide of us, and yer 
we live as it we thought ro eſcape alwates. 
Though 
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Though others have fallen round about ns, we 
are ready to count our ſtanding ſure. We 
curely liein a dead Sleep amidit many awaken- 
inz Providences. I am afraid many of us are 
to0 like your common Grave-makers,who often 
handle Skulls and dead Mens Bones, bur are {6 
daily us d to them, that they are nor art all mv- 
ved or affeted with them. Whar ſenſeleſs fil- 
ly Creatures are we, that we won't believe we 
are morrta),till we fee/ it ; that we won't be per- 


ſwaded we hall die, till we our ſelves are em 


with Death ? Ah Friends, we do nor /zve as1 
we belicv:d it, and were truly andreally con- 
incd, fully and throughly perſwaded of u. 

We are apt to overmeaſure our Dates, to put 
more in than we ſhould, ro promiſe our ſelver 
what God never promis d ws, and to count thoſe 
Days ours which are wholly inGod's Hand, and 
quire our of ours. 

We are ready ro meaſure by falſe Rules: to 
reckon, that becauſe we are young, we ſhall not 
die till we are o/d: That becauſe we are ſtray, 
we ſhall laſt ir our, and endure /ong ; Thar be- 
cauſe we are temperate, we need not fear Di 
eaſes and Death : Thar becauſe ſome live much 
longer than others, that we may live as long 
as the longelt. 

The Guilt of Sin makes. many afraid to 
rake a true Meaſure of their Days. The wat 
of a good and well-prownded Hope of a berer 
Life, makes men unwl/ins ro know the End 
of this. And the inordinate Love of the Warld, 
makes Men lth to know their End, and 10 
think of leaving what they love. Hee facius 
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invites mors 5 Theſe are the Things that make 
usunwilling to dy ; was a diſcreet Anſwer gi- 
yen by the Emperour Charles the fifthto a cer- 
rain Duke of Venice. 

You are naturally backward and dilinclin'd to 
the conſideration of your latter End; And 
therefore pray to God to enable you roir, and 
help you in it. Say with David, Plal. 39. 4. 
Lord, make me to know my End, and the Meaſure 
of my Days, what it js : that I may know how 
frail Tam. And with Moſes likewiſe ; Pal. 9o. 
12. So teach me to number my Daies, that I may 

ly my Heart to Wiſdom. We need bur a lit- 
tle Arithmetick, to number our Days (as one 
fays well) but we need a preat deal of Grace to 
number them. A Child may be wife enough 
w number the Dates of an old Man ; and yet 
that old Man a Child in numbring his own Days , 
ſoas toapply his Heart ro Wiſdom. Well then, 
heartily beg of God, that he would make you 
t know your End; ro know ir ſo. as to have 
yur Heart rouched and afeFted with the Know- 
ledgof ir : $o know your End, and to /ive ſuit- 
ay and anfwerably ro the Knowledg of it : 
- know your End, ſo as to make a good End 
of it. 

Now give me leave to direct and afliſt you 
nthis neceſſary Duty : Suffer me to ſerve in 
a Death's-Head, and ro put a Turf of freſh 
tarth itiro your Hands ; 'tis counted. very whole- 


ſome to ſmell of. 


Remember and conſider, 


(1,) Thar Death, thy Death, 1s certain. } 
(2.) Thar 
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(2.) Thar the Time of thy Death.is very 


Uncertain. 

(3.) Thar when Death comes, a greatcharge 
will be made by 1r. 

(4.) And laitly ; Conſider ferioufly, what 
a {ad and uncomfortable 'T hing it will beto be 
found unprepared rodie, atrthe point of Death; 
And how ſweet and happy a Thing it will be; 
be in a readinels and preparation at the Hour 
of Death. Conſider, 

(r.) Ir is ſure and certain, thou muſt dye « 
laſt. 
Death entered into the World by Sin : The Wa 
ges of thy Sin, is tyy Death. Ir 1s now appoint- 
ed unto Men, to all Men, once to dye. Death 
is the way of all the Earth. Every Thing plainly 
points thee to ir. 1Ihy very Sleep & an Imay 
ot thy Death. 'The very Meat thou eare!t, as 
it breeds thy Nowriſhment, fo it breeds tiry Dif 
eaſes. Thou hait apparently died already in 
thy Friends and Relations, Neighbours and 
Acquaintance : 'Thou hait lolt thy YPareny, 
or Husband, or Wite,or Children, or Servants; 
and therefore thon haſt reaſon ro think they 
ſhalr one Day ioſe thy own Life, and certainly 
dye in thy own Perſon. Some one,ir may be;thut 
lately lay in thy Bed, and lay in thy- Boſom, 1 
now laid out of thy Sight, laid in the Grave : 
and Time will come, when, as /zvely and brisk 
as thou arr, thou ſhalr le by them. and be g&- 
ther'd ro them, Surely every Sickneſs, every 
Diſeaſe, every Tooth-ach, Head-ach, every 
Pain, and Dittemper, and bodily Weaknets, 15 
an Harvinger and Forerunner of thy Death, 

and 
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znd a plain Remembrancer to rhee of thy 
atter End. Thou {eelt exough in others, thou 
tndeft enough 1n zhy ſe/f, ro make thee to know 
thy own Frame, and to cauſe thee ro remember 
that thou thy felt art bur Duſt. 

Xerxes Viewing his vaſt Army, wept over 
them, ro think that within a few Luſtres of 
Years there would be none of them all remain- 
ng. Be affected. to think, how a few Tears vill 
wear Our, and cars off thy ſelf, and all rhy Fa- 
mily, the 2umerous Company of thy Friends 
and Relations.Neighbours and Acquaintance. 

The cloſe Meditation of the Certainty of thy 
own Diſfolution, this will keep thee from /iving 
bere as if thou wert to /ive here always: which 
$a common Fault among Men, reprov'd and 
cenſur'd of old by Seneca: And from building 
tere, as if rhou ſhouldit here continue for ever, 
25 Diogenes once fevercly charg'd the Megaren- 
ſes. When rhou rearelt thy Buulding,this Courſe 
will cauſe rhee ro think of thy-own Tomb: and 
Grave, and that thy earthly Here of this Taber- 
nacke :1ſ? be difſoived. And this will enable rhee 
thve leoſe from the temporary Enjoyments of 
this preſent World, and to haye /ower Thoughts 
of all earthly Pleaſures, which are bur for 4 
Seaſon ; and wouid engage you to be /carning 
to die, as long as you live. 

The frequent Theyg/ts of thy. latter End 
would propprt thee to ſay thus to thy (elf;How 
ſha!l] dare ro [ve in Feſt, who am ſure 1 mutt 
we in earneſt 2 Am | afraid to die, and yer thall 
Lule all means I can to make Death dangerous 
and terrible to me ? Shall I venture to live in 
that 
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that State ef Life, in which I would not dye ? 

(2.) Conſider farther ; That the Day and 
Means of thy Death 1 as uncertain , as thy Death 
zt ſelf is certain. 

Think when thou art eating, that then thou 
maielt be digging thy Grave with thy Teeth: 
and when thou arr dr:ink:;ng,that thou maieſt find 
and meer with Death in the Cup or Pore. When 
thou art ready to rake thy Reſt,confider,that God 
thu Night may require thy Soul of thee, and before 
Morning may take away the airy Difference 
between Sleep and Death. Here practice accord 
ing to Seneca's DireCtion ; Say ts thy ſelf when 
thou goeſt to ſleep, it may be I ſhall never awake 4 
gain: and when thou riſeſt, it may be I ſhall never 
ſleep again. Say to thy ſelf when thou geeſt-out, 
it may be I ſhall never return home and come in 
alive again: And when thou comeſt in at any 
Time, ſay to thy ſelf, It may be I ſhall never go ou 
ef doors again. Conſider, when thou arr going 
4 Fourney, that thou maiſt be going to thy oy 
heme : When thou art r:ding upon the Road, 
that thou mateſt be poſting unto thy Grave ; 
that rhe Horſe thou ridelt on may be the fue 
Horſe, and his Name that firs upon him, though 
unſeen, may be Death. Conclude with thy lelt, 
I muſt dye ſhortly, T may dye inſtantly : Thu Dy 
may be the lajt thar I ſhall fee ; this Hour the 
laſt thar I ſhall ſpend ; #bzs W/rd the lait tharl 
ſhall ſpeak ; th Deed the laft thar I ſhall per- 
| form ; ths Place the laſt that I ſhall breathe 1. 
When thou goett into any Company, conſider, 
that it may be the /aſt time that ever thou thalt 


come into the Company of thoſe a = 
that 
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thar--therefore ir behoves thee ro behave thy 
pIf- amongft them, and ro ſpend thy Time, 
and beſtow thy Hours with them, like a Man, 
and a Chriſtian ; not like a Beaſt, or an Hea- 
then: to demean thy ſelf there ſoberly and rem- 
perarely,and with good Government of thy Ap- 
petireand Paſſions, and with rhe Exerciſe and 
Improyement of thy Reaſon and of Grace, in 
ſome uſeful Diſcourſe and profitable Converſe ; 
not childiſhly and unmanly, intemperately and 
luxuriouſly, rudely and uncivilly, wildly, and 


extravagantly. 


The often renewed Meditation of the great 
Uncertainty of the Time of rhy Departure. 
This will be a means to haſten thy Repentance, 
which, if deferrd, may prove too fare : And 
will ſurely help thee fo to carry thy ſelf contt- 
nually, as one that reckons and uſes a ſimple 
Day, as if it were a whole Life : To live every 
day, as 1f it were thy very /aſ# : Nor to promiſe 
thy ſelf a Morrow, and ro neglect thy preſent 
Wark in Hop? and Expe&ation of it ; bur to 
order thy felt immediarely, - as if thou did(t ne- 
rer look ro {ee and enjoy it : and ro count 1t 
25 pure Grain as may_be, if God ſhall be plea(- 
ed to afford rhee rhe Light and Benefit of a 
new Day. 

As the Bird guiderh . her Flight with her 
Train, and the Ship 1s governed ar the Stern, or 
hindermolt part ; to the Life of Man is directed 
and es by frequenr Meditation of his /at 
ter End. 

(3.) Think moreoyer of the great Change 
that will at laſt be made by Deach : which 215 
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lively repreſented in aStory,relared by a learned 
Dodtor, of 4 fair young German Gentleman, who, 
while he lived, often refuſed to be piftured, but put 
off the importunity of by Friends Deſire, by giving 
way that after a few Days Burial they might ſend 
a Painter to hs Vault, and if they ſaw cauſe for 
it, draw the Image of 'by Death unto the Life. 
They did ſo, and found by Face half eaten, and hy 
Midriff and Back: bone full of Serpents, and ſo be 
flunds pittured among his armed Anceſtours. Think 
how the Caſe will ſhortly be much alike with thee; 
that Death in a Moment will turn thy Colour 
into Palereſs, thy Heart into Coldneſi, thy Beau- 
ty into Lot:ſormneſs ;5 and will fo alter and difi- 

re thee, that thy very Hasband, or Wife, or 
'Child,: will ftand afraid, and tart ar thee : 
Thar thy neareſt, deareſt, kindeit' Friends, who 
deligbred-in thy Company whilft rhou livedf, 
rook rhee to their Board, rook thee ro their Bed, 
and pur thee in their Boſom ; will, as ſoon as 
thou art dead, take a ſpeedy Courſe to remove 
thee out ef their Sight, yea, to put thee under 
Ground, becauſe by. Death thou wilr become 
not only felefi, but offenſive to them : And what 
a frightful Spectacle rhou wouldit be, if thy 
Body itoid be viewed, when once the Vermine 
have bred in ir, and ihall have devoured and 
con{umed ſome Parrs of ir. 

Think, how Death will make a Change in 
thy Body, a change in rhy Manſicn, Habiration, 
Companions : That when thou arr dead, thou 
ſhalr quickly change thy Bed for a winding 
Sheet, thy Chamber for a Coffin, thy Hecuſe for 
a'Grave, thy Friends tor Worms, x 
| his 
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This Confiderarion will be hugely inſtramen- 
ral to beat down Pride of any Beauty, Health, 
Strength, or Ornaments of the Body ; and be 
v{eful ro cauſe thee ro walk humbly, and ſober- 
h; and will inſtruct thee to ſay to thy ſelf, Why 
ſhould I glory in any ſach tranſitory Enjoyment ? 
As fair and fine as I may be apt ro think my 
ſelf, 1 know I ſhall be bur a ſorry Creatrre when 
Death comes. Why ſhould I delight to ſtand 
long at the Glafi, and there to view my own 
Face, and Features, and Dreſſes now, fince 
Death will one Day ſo change me, that my mott 
intimate loving familiar Friends will hardly en- 
dure ro behold me ? Why ſhould I prade my 
ſelf in any rich Attire and brave Apparel, who 
muſt ere long be ſtrippd ro a winding Sheet ? 
Why ſhould 1 beſtow fo much coſt upon thar 
Tenement, which IT ihall dwell but a while in, 
and which will decay and fall ro utter Rum, 
when I have done all I can > Why ſhould I 
make my Bel'y my God, which mutt 4 deftrozed, 
and be Meat for //orms 2 Why ſhould I be fo 
tiph and ſtately, as to think no Houſe good e- 
nough, no Room fine enough, no Fare dainry 
enough for me, who mutt quickly be brought 
as low as the Grave, and be forcd ro make my 
Bed ir. the dark, and to lay my Head in the Duſt ; 
to /odge, yea dwell in a black lonely deſolate 
Hole of Earth ; to ſay to the Grave, -T hou art 
mine Houie ; ro ſay ts Corruption, Theu art my 
Father '; and to the Worm, Thou art my Mather, 
and my Siſter? Why ſhould I ſpend a!l my 
Time in pleaſing and pampering this baſe Fisſh, 
and 18 vcr: caring tor this changeable vile Body, 
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which muſt ſhortly ſuffer Rotrenneſs and Cor- 
ruption ? Shall I nor rather rake care to beau- 
tity and adorn my inner Man ; to get a Chenge 
wrought in my Sou! by the good Spirit and 
Grace of God before I ſuffer a Change in my Bo- 
dya Change by Sickneſia Change by Death? and 
{o to live,that when] am dead,ir may nor be faid 
of me, Hete /ies one that was dead while he lived, 
and whoſe Soul then ſtank, worſe by ſinful Corruption, 
than hu Body now ſtinks of Putrefattion ? 

(4.) Conſider once more ; What a ſad and 
uncomfortable Thing it will be, to be found 
unprepared todie, at the point of Death : and 
how hajpy a Thing it will be, ro be in a readi- 
neſs and preparation, at the Hour of Death. 

[1.] Think well with thy ſelf, how miſerable 
# Thing it will be, to be wholly unprepared fu 
Death, when you cime to die indeed: to be driven 
away in thy Wickedneſs ( as the Wiſe Man (peaks) 
Prov. :4. 32. And forced to go ro thy own Place 
whether rhou wilt or no. 

To fay as Theophraſtus of old, Dii boni nunc? 
Good God, mult I go now 2? How diſcompord 
and ditforder'd, amazd and terrified wilt rhou 
be, when thou artſurpriz'd 2 What a diſconla- 
late Condition was that of Ceſar Borgia 2 who, 
when through the Errour of a Servant, he 
had unawares drunk of rhe poiſon d Wine, 
which he and his Father Pope Alexander the 
Jixth had mingled and prepared for ſome rich 
Cardinals, and verily expected it would prove 
his Death, is ſaid ro have broke our into this 
or the like Expreſſion ; I had made Proviſtzon 
againlt all poliible Diſaſters, but only Death, 
lor I did nor think I ſhould have died fo L. 
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How troubleſome will it be to thee, when thy 
Soul is abour to be divorced from rhy Body, to 
beat belt uncertain then what will become of 
thee? 'To expreſs thy ſelf with dying Ariſtotle, 
I die doubtful, not well knowing whither 1 ain g9- 
ing. Or with the Emperour Adrian ; 4h dear 
departing wandrin Soul, the old and ſweet Com- 
panion of my Body, into what Region art thou now 
thou wilt never be ſo merry and: going ſure/s ? 
pleaſant as thou baft been. 

How intolerable vexatious will it be, to 
change for Uncertarinties ; or tro make a eota'n 
Change for the worſe > To die wnſatisfied what 
will become of thee, as to thy furure unchange- 
able State ; Or,fure and certain that rhou ſhalr 
enter into a worſe State and Place, and halt be 
miſerable to all Erernity 2 To ſee then bur a 
Step, bur a Breath berween thee and everlait- 
ing Death : To have all the horrid and het 
nous Sins of a whole miſled and nn{pent Life 
fiercely fly in thy very Face, and thy enraget 
furious guilry Conſcience to be then moſt ating 
to tor ment thee, the nearer thou apprehendeſt 
thy ſelf approaching to the End of thy mortal 
Life : As uſually bodily Aches and Wounds, 
Go prick and pain and ſhoor moſt, rhe nearer 
It draweth unto Nh. 

Whar a lamentable ſad Caſe was that of Car- 
dina! /olſey, to cry out in his extream unhappy 
Circumſtances, Had I been as careful and diligent 
to pleaſe and ſerve the God of Heaven, as I bave 
been to comply with the Will of my earthly King, 
be would not have left and forſaken ms now in my 
$5 Hairs and old Age, «s the ether has dons * 
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So think whar a doleful Caſe it will be, for-thee 
inthy laſt Hours to pour forth thy Soul in ſuch 
Words as theſe ; If I had ſerved my God as 
earneſtly and unweariedly, asI have con{tant- 
ly ſerved the World, ſerved diverſe Lufts and 
Pleaſures, ſerved the Devil himtelf ; Had I 
been ar Church, when I was in- Bed ; been in 
my Cloſet upon my Kyees, when I was ſitting 
rippling upon the Ale-bench, or was quaffing 
at Tavern, and drinking of Healths upon my 
Knees ; Had I farisfied the Reaſon of a Man, as I 


gp my brutiſh Appetite and ſenſual Deſire; 


d I done the /{/ of Gsd.and of my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as 1 have the F// of the 
Devil.che Will of the Fleſh,and fultilled my. own 
carnal corrupt Will ; 1 had then been ownd by 
God and approvd by my own Conſcience,inwardly 
ſtreng.hened and fupporred, and {weerly com- 
forred and refreſh'd ; who now am deſerted 
and rejeted by God, and miſerably perplexed 
and di{quieted, rent and racked, torn and 7or- 
mented in my own Conſcience. Then thou wilt 
certainly count and call thy felf unhappy, and 


him the only happy Man, who (as dying Theopts- | 
lus ſaid of devout Arſenius) has had the Hour of - 


his Departure eyer before his Eyes. 

Thar 1s rhe firſt ; Conſider what a dreadful 
Thing ir 1s, ro be found wprovided at the Hour 
of Death. When Friends ana Phyſicians cannot 
keep thee, and God and his good Angels 
will not rake thee, O then, O then what wil 
become of thee ! 

[2.] Seriouſly think on the other hard, what 
an happy and comfortable T.i:ng it will *, N 
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find your Time well improved, and your ſelf prepas 
red to die before you- die. 

'Tis a true Saying of the 1/;ſe Man. that 10: 

a good Man the Day of Death 1s better than the 
Day of hu Birth, Eccl. 7. 1. For, is not that 
Day which pertectly frees, and fully delivers a 
Man trom the many Vanines, and great 
exations, which the Lite of Man is obnoxi- 
ous to, and rhe Troubles and Sufferings which 
the Life of a Chrittan is expoſed ro, far bet- 
ter than that Day which lets him into the Pot- 
ſeflion of them $ Again, The Time when a Per- 
fon has atrain'd the End of his being, made 
good the Hopes oi others, anſwer'd God's and 

Man's expectation' concerning bm walked 
himſelf in the fear of the Lord, brought up 
Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord, walked worthy of : his Vocation, fila 
up every Relation with fuirable Duties and 
Graces, ſerv'd his Generation according to the 
Will of God, liv'd and acted with reference to 
Eternity ; The Time when he molt willingly 
leaves. this wicked' World, and leaves an holy 
Seed ro ſtand up in his Room and' SteadZteaves 
a goodName,an\ a good Example behind him, 
and goes ro Heaven, to the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect ; goes ro God his heavenly Fa- 
ther, and ro Chriit his. Redeemer, to- receive 
the gracious and glorious Reward ef all his 
Works and Labours, and the Crown he bas {tri- 
ven and contended for; Surely the Day when the - 

falls out, which ts the Day of hs Death, gives 
cauſe of more abrmdant Comfort, than can the 

Day of his Birth, rogerher with a{l the Dazes of 

Q4 his 
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his Life. Is not that Day better, whetein a 
Man has truly and really anſwered the Ends of | 7 
Life, than thar in which he only began at firſt to 
live ? Is not that Day better, in which he has l 
fully and compleatly ated his part well, quitred | * 
and behav'd himſelf like a Man and Chriſtian, a 
and 1s gone off the Stape of this lower World 
with Credit and Eſteem, Approbation and Ap- 
plauſe of God himſelf, cd Angels, and Men; 
than the Day of his firſt appearing upon the Stage 
or Theater of this World, in a way of Prebation 
and Irial.and in Hope of his future good Perform- 
ance ? Is not the Day of his atual Admiſſion and 
honourable Reception into a bl:ſfful Condition 
and ' happy Manſion, far - better than the Day 
of his Entrance into a State of Preparation for it? 
Think well with thy ſelf, whar a joytul Day, 
what a lightlome Hour, whar a Time of refreſh- 
7127 it will be to thee, to bc able to ſay with thy 
Saviour, a little before rhy. Deparrure, Father, 
I. have. glorified thee: 'on Earth, T have finiſhed the 
ork which thou haſt proven me to do : Fob. 17.4. 
And ' with the Apoſtle St. Pal, 2 Tim: 4. 6,7. 
The Time of. my Departure at hand. I hav 
» Ffoupht a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, 1 
have kept - the . Faith. My rejoycing s thu, the 
Teſtimony of my Conſcierice, that in Simplicity and 
Gedly Sincerity, I have had my Converſation m the 
World : 2 Cor. 1. 12 To ſay with Hilarion, 
{ as St. Ferom' reports in his Life ) Go out my 
Soul, why art - thou afraid 2 go out, why. lingreſs 
thou ? then haſt ſerved Chriſt well nigh theſe je- 
venty Tears, and deft thou now fear Death * 
Tolee, thar it has beento thee to /zve ch 
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and to be able to look. on thy Death as thy Gain: 
Phil. 1.21. And with good old Dr. Gorge, in 
thy lait Sickneſs ro term. Death, thy beſt Friend 
xext to Feſus Chriſt : Wirth St. Paul, to deſire to 
depart ; Philip. 1. 23. and tobe ready ro. utrer 
ſuch Language as this, 


Oh looſe this Frame, this Knot of Man unty.! 
That my free Soul'may uſe her Wing, 
Which ws now pinion d with Mortality, 
As an entangled hamper d Thing. 

As the pious Mr. Herbert patherically ex 
prefles it in one of his-ſacred Poems, 

Dwell upon thele Confiderations, Fhar. rhe 
Loſs and Miſimprovement of Time will make a 
Death bed uneaſy to you, and that the right re- 
deeming of time will render a death-bed comfortable 
to you; And his will be very apr ro move you to 
prepare for Death, by dying to Sin, dying to the 
World, and. living to Righteouſneſs, before you. 
die : Twill help you to live every Day fo in- 
deed, as others wiſh that they had liv.d,. when 
they come ro lie upon aDeath-bed.: To live fo 
now,that you may with comfort think of dying; 
and may. be. freed: from the flaviſh Fear of 
Death; and. be held no longer in bondage 
by it 2 Heb. 2.15. Jwill cauſe you ro {zve 
the life of the Righteous, thar fo you. may. die the 
Death of the Rig/teons; die ſafely, and die comfort=- 
ably : "I'will make you careful roſet, nor only 
your Heyſe, but your Heart in order, your Life” 
\2n order;and fo.ro diſpatch your Work and Buſt-- 
neſs, that when you come to die, you may have: 
nothing to do but to die, and freely and checrjui-- 
Q5 ly 
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Iy to reſign your Spirit ro the Father of Spurits, 
and ro furrender your Soul ro your faithful 
Creator, and gracious loving Lord Redeemer: 
Ina Word, it will enable you fo to live, thar 
you may have Hope in your own Death ; Prov. 
14. 32. and that when Friends ſhall mourn for 
your Departure, they may not ſorrow without 
Hope, ' 1 Thef. 4. 13. 

And ſo much ſhall ſuffice for your Direction 
as to-your Meditation of Death, your own par- 
-——_- Death, in order to your Redemption of 

ime. 


2. Meditate here moreover of the general 
Diſſolution of all Things, at leaſt in this inferiour 
World. 

Think well of what St. Peter informs you, 
that all theſe Things ſhall be difſolved, 2, Pet. 3. 
ri. Confider, that the Deſcription which i 
there given of this Diſſolution, ivroo auguſt and 
big by far for ſo ſmall a Work as the Deitruction 
of the City of Feruſalem : Thar the Scoffers ar- 
$1ng there againſt the Promiſe of Chrits 

ming ( that all Things continue as they wee 
From the Beginning of the Creation ) verſe 4. does 
Clearly thew, that this Coming of Chritt was 
nor underſtood by them ( and conſequently net 
by St. Peter ) of the Burning of a City by War; 
a Thing, which might as probably and eahly 
happen to Feruſalem, as it had already fallen out 
in many other Places of the World : Bur of the 
&nal g/orious Coming of Chritt to judge the World 
which Judgment the Conflagration of the Eat 
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Think very ſeriouſly with thy ſelf thar the 
Heavens and the Earth whieh are now, are reſerved 
unto Fire : ver. 7. How the Heavens ſhall one Day 
gaſi away with a great Noiſe,ver 19. and being on 
"gp be diſſolved ver. 12. and the Elements, or 
Hoſts,, ſhall melt with fervent Heat ; the Earth 
alſo and the Works of Natnare, or Art, that are 
therein ſhall be burnt up, ver.10, 12. That though 
the ſuperiour, Athereal, ftarry Heavens may - 
exempted, ( as ſome with probable Reaſon con- 
ceive ) yer, that withouc diſpute or doubr, tbe 
Globe of the Earth, and the circumjacent Air, with 
all the Garniſhings of them, ſhall be burnt up : 
That this Air and Earth ſhall be ftrangely and 
wonderfully alter d, though not annihilated : 
That the preſent Order, and comely Beauty 
of the Compages and Frame of this viſible. 
lower World ſhall. be difſolv'd : Thar this great 
Houſe, and goodly Building, made for, Man to, 
dwell in, ſhall be zaken down, and all rhe Furni« . 
ture wherewith it was - fitted for his Uſe and. 
&rvice thall be deſtroyed. 

Thar ir will bean Act of F7/domtor God to, 
aboliſh theſe Things,when the Time appointed for. 
Probation.and "Trial of immortal Spirits cloath-. 
ed with Fleſh is ended and expired ; and Mzn 
ſhall enrer - into fo different a State, in,which, 
there will be zo need of any Thing thar ſerves, 
and miniſters to rhis rerrene and animal Life. 

And though GoJ think good ro continue rhis 
World for a while, that i may bz a Theater. 
whereon his Witdom, Goodneis, Mercy, Pa: 
tence, and other his glorious Attributes. may, 
be. diſplayed, and made conſpicuous ; yet ir 15 
£9147. 
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convenient and reaſenable,that this Stage of God's 
Acts. ard Works of Providence, when : all is 
fmiſhed, ſhould be taken down: | 

And think yer farther ; That it wilb be an 
Act of Fuſtice fr God ro do this : 'That though 
he reſpite rhe Diflolution of rhe World, deſeryd 
by Sin, yet hedoes not revoke the Sentence ; but 
in due Time will execute Fudgment and Venge- 
ance-uport it, for the firſt Sin that Man com- 
mizred, and for all the reſt that have been acted 
in it : "That Man, nor only being a Tenant av 
will, but having unworthily broken his Cove- 
nant, and forfeited his Poſſeſſion by breaking the 
Articles of his Leaſe; his Lord ar laſt will turn 
him out of Doors, or rather pull down his Houſe 
abour his Ears, and not fuffer ir ro be alwaies 
a Neſt of Rebels and Covenant- breakers. 

That this World, the Creature, made for the 
Ulſeof Man, being defiled and abuſed by him 
roſerve him in his Sin ; when the Sins of the 
Inhabirants of the Earth (-as of the Amorites of 
old) ſhall arrive to a Fujneſi, Gen. 15. 16. when 
onte the- rebellious Generations of Adam ſhall 
have fill d up-the:Meaſyro of their Iniquiries, and 
are r7zpe for Judgment ; the Day of Diſſolution 
will then certainly come, called expreſly the 
Day. of Judament and. Perdition. of ungodly. Men. : 
That - then the wicked, and. abominable Men, 
ſhould be bxx# in the Place of their H/;chednep, 
and rhe .Objefs and Inſtrunents of their Sin 
ſhall be deſtroyed with them, and become the 
Inſtruments of their Puniſhment : For fo, the 
Gardzn of Edex, whereia Man was art. firſt 
placd, was deſtroyed and defac'd, when once 
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be had finned in it. And what mere uſualteven 
among Men, than to order the Execution of no- 
rorious Malefactors, in the Places where they 
have commirred their Wickedneſs; and to /en- 


tence the Houſes wherein themſelves and rheir 
Families liv'd to be demoliſhed? Their Houſes 


ſhall be made a Dunghil, © Dan. 3. 29. 


You have heard of great and terrible Fires 
inthe World, and of famous Cities conſum'd 
thereby ; and have ſeen not many Years fince 
the devouring deſolating Flames of London, the 
Metropolis and chief Ciry of our Nation : But 
think wirh thy ſelf, that all this is nothing at all 
to that great Fire, which one Day God will 
kindle, at once ſetting Heaven and Earth in a 
Flame together. 

Ler me here aſſiſt your Meditation, by pro- 
poſing and preſenting to you a notable Deſcripti- 
om given by the learned Doctor More of the 

eneral and final Conflayration of the Earth. 
Chriſt will cauſe, ſaies he, ſuch an univerſal Thun« 
dr and Lightning, that it ſhall raitle over all the 
Luarters of the Earth, rain down burning Comets 
and fallrg Stars, and diſcharge ſuch Claps of un- 
xeingni(beble Fire, that it will do ſure Execnuti- 
on wherever it falls; ſo that the Gramd be- 
ins exceſſively heated, thoſe ſubterraneous Mines 
fp combuſtible Matter will alſo take Fire : which 
inflaming the- inward Exhalations of the Earth 
will cauſe a terrible Murmur undgr Ground, Jo that 
the Earth will ſeem to thunder againſt the tearing 
and ratling of the Heavens, and all will be fill d 
with ſad remugient Echos : Earth-quakes and E- 
ruptions. of Fire there will be every where, and 
whole 
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whole Cities and Countries ſwallowed down by the 
vaſt gapings and wide Divuljions of the Ground 
--And this fiery Vengeance ſhall be ſo thirſty that is 
ſpall drink deep of the very Sea; nor ſhall the Water 
queneh her devouring Appetite,but excite it —Where- 
fore the great Channel of the - Sea ſhall be left dy, 
and all Rivers ſhall be turned into Smoak and Va- 
pour ; ſo that the whole Earth ſhall be inveloped in 
one entire Cloud of an unſpeakable Thickneſs, which 
ſhall cauſe more than an Er yptian Darkneſs, clam- 


my and palpable to be felt, which added to this 


choaking Heat and Stench will compleat this Ex- 
ternal Hell. 

Conſider, how the Scripture teſtifies tharGod 
will do this; and the Power of God afluresus 
that he can do it ; for nothing is hard or difficult 
to him, much: leſs :mpoſſible. Think of the 
Creation, God's railing and building this Frame 
of the World out of xothing ; and reaſon thus 
with thy felf ; Cannor he that made it by the 
Word of his Power, eafily d:ſfolveir ? And 
argue further in this manner ; Cannor he that 
deſtroyed the old World by- a Floud of Vater, 
deitroy this by Fire, and cauſe this to die of a 
Feaver, as. that did of a- Dropſy 2 Cannot he 
that turned Sodom and Gomorrah into Aſhes, do 
the like with the M/orld it /elfalſlo 2 Is not he 
that made Mount Sinai ſhake and ſmoak, at the 
giving of the Law, able to diſſolve all rhele 
'Fhings ? 

The cloſe and intent Medztation of this gene- 
ral Difſolurion, will clearly convince thee, that 
Sin is anevil and a bitter. Thing; and will move 


thee to hate and abhor, to. thun and avoid Sm, | 
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{elf for this Day of Dsſſolution of all Things, 
; b. 
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which is of a Nature fo miſchievous and de- 
fractive, which 1s the meritorious procuring 
Cauſe of ſo dreadful a Judgment ; which nor 
only of old brought rhe Floud of Water upon 
the World of the Ungodly, and forced down Ge- 
bennam de Calo, ( as Salvian ſpeaks ) cauſed God 
to rain Hell-fire and Brimitone from Heaven up- 
on Sodom and Gomorrah, and miſerably deſtroy- 
ed Feruſalem, and the Temple, and turned their 
fruirful Land into a barren Wilderneſs ; but 
will one Day ſet this /orld on fire, and pur itin 
a flame, and rurn this ſtately Structure and 
beautiful Frame into a rude confuſed Chaos. 

The deep and earneſt 'Thoughts of this will 
affect and influence thy Heart and Life, and 
quicken thee exceedingly ro all S:ncerity, Dilz- 


gence, and Zeal in rhe Exerciſe of Godlineſs ; 


tan holy Fear and Aw of him who can and 
will deftroy rhe World : "Twill conſtrain thee 
to uſe the Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 3. 11. 
and to fay in good Sadnels, Seeing then that all 
theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of 
Perſon eught I to be in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſi 2 Seeing this DettruCtion ſtall rius 1n- 
volye all, what an engagement does this lay up- 
on me to live the molt pure ſtrict Life thar ever 
Man liv'd 2 Ir will incite thee, by a conſtant 
courſe of rrue Piery wilely to provide for thy 
Eſcape in that Day, to. fave and {ecure thy ſelf 
from the Eviland Danger of it, that thou maieſt 
not be undone by this general D:/ſo/ution, nor fut- 
fer Loſ in this Conflagration, nor periſh in this 
Burning ? 'Twill put thee in mind to fit thy 


352 Redemption of Time 


by . getting the Yorks of the Devil throughly 
diſſolved in thee, and the Kingdom of God ſet 
up and eſtabliſhed in rhy Soul. 

The due Confideration- of this general Dif. 
ſolurioa, and final Conflagration, will certain- 
ly keep thee from ſerting thy Heart inordinatehy 
upon any outward earthly Thing, from heap- 
ing - to thy ſelf here, from dream. 
ing that any of thy Horſes here- ſhall continue 
for ever, from having unlimired everlaſting Af- 
feRions- for flitring, fugitive, tranſitory Things ; 
for the World, the Faſhion of which paſſeth 4: 
way ; 1 Cor. 7. 31. or, for the Things of the 
World, which eirher peri{Þþ- with the preſent 
og, Caloſ. 2. 22. or mult ar laſt be burnt up 
in the general: Conflagration. Ir will preſerve 
thee from placing thy Heaven and Happineſi-in 
any Thing here below ; from being tranſporred, 
and infinitely pleaſed with thy - convenient Situa- 
tion, thy well-built Houle, thy pleaſant Gar- 
dens, frauirful” Grounds, rich Furniture, gorge- 
ous Apparel, ſtore of Proviſions, and all man- 
ner of Accommodanons as to carthly Poſel- 
fions, and eurward- Enjoyments-;- lnce all thiſe 
Things, which ſenſual” and volupruous Perſons 
now take exceſſive Delight in, ſhall be demoliſh- 
ed at rhe grear Day ; and: they themſelves ſhall 
then like Bees be /mother'd in their own Hives. 

Thy Meditation” will 'enforce thee to make 
this Inference and} Conclufion-; Shall all: ths 
Frame be certainly diſſolved > then ſurely: thi 
1s not the Place of 'my Refſt- : 1 will be wiſe 
| hereafrer than to take this World for my Dweb 


tage: 


ling Houfe ; 1 will only look upon't as my Cot- | 
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tare, my Tent and Tabernacle, wherein as a 
Pi/orim I am to ſojourn for: a Time : Nor will 
| reckon the Things of this World my Goods, 
bur only my Lumber, which I can eafly bear 
the Lols of : 1 will preſently put my ſelf in a 
readineſs ro leave and forſake this Place which 
$f near ro Ruin, and ſhortly will ſarely be 
burnt up. 1 have no continuing City here ; 1 
will therefore /cch one to come, look after an 
heavenly Cormitrey, let my Aﬀections on Things a- 
beve, make furc of an enduring Subſtance,ot ftome- 
thing much more certain and laiting than any 
of the Enjoyments of this World : 1 will la- 
bour by charitable laying our, to /ay up a Frea- 
ſure in Heaven, quite out of the reach of this ter- 
Tible Burning ; to {tore up ſuch durable Riches, 
as neither Moth nor Ruſt can now corrupt, nor 
Thieves break through and ſital, nor this flaming 
raging Fire be ever able to devour : I will make 
x my conſtant Care to provide ; and that as 
when the /itt/e Houſe of my earthly 'Fabernacle 
ſhall be d;ſolv'd, ſo when this great Houſe of 
the World, and its fair' Furnirure ſhall be de- 
frged, T' may have another, 'a betrer Houſe 
to receive me, an Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. 

| find St. Cryſoſtome diſcourſing much to this 
Senſe and Purpoſe ; If ſome body ſhould give no- 
tice ro thee, that this Ciry in which thou liveſt 
would all fall down wirhin a Year, or ſhould 
very quickly be deſtroyed ; and thar it and all 
Things in it ſhould utterly be conſum'd with 
Fire, and nothing at all be l:ft unburnt ; and 
that of necefliry thou muſt depart hence, and 
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g0. 1nto another Ciry, in which thou ſhould} 
ipend thy whole Lite ; and in which thou 
fhouldit have nothing art all to ſuſtain and re. 
lieve thee, bur ſuch Goods only as thou ſhould# 
ſend from hence thither ; If thou ſhouldſt un. 
doubredly believe this, no reaſon certainly 
could ever induce thee to hord up Treaſures 
in this Ciry, ro begin to build a great Houſe 
here, to plant a Vineyard, to- ſet Gardens and 
Groves : but thou wouldit bend and rurn all 
thy Thoughts, and jfiſe and apply all rly En 
deavours, to tranſmir all into that Ciry, int 
which thou kneweſt thou ſhouldft thy ſelf be 
fore'd to remove. 


The ſecond of the four laſt Things propoſed a the 
ſubjet Matter of. Meditation in order ta the 
right redemption of Time. 


II. Proceed to meditate of 4 future and find 
Fudgment, 


; t. That ſuch a Thing will certainly be. 
Think, 2. That rve Time of it is to wa 
uncertain as can be. 


1. Conſider ſeriouſly of rhe Certainty and Ne 
cefſity of a Judgment ro come in another Lite. 
Think how the common wniverſal Conſent of 
all Ages of the World avouches and declares it: 
Thar the very Heathens had natural expreſi Ne 
tions Of a final Judgment, and a furure Reward 
or Puniſhment, which made fome am 
them prefer the Exerciſe of Vertue and Goc 
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gels before the Enjoyment of this mortal Life, 
and the, ourvard Comforts of it : and abbor 
the Practice of any Diſhoncſty more than 
Death. 

And do but give Audience to your own Con- 
faience, and you will find internal Experiments, 
ſufficienr ro convince you of a Judgment to 
be looked for after this Life ; ro cauſe you to 
conclude, that the private Seſſion kept in the 
Conſcience of a Sinner here, is but the Antece- 
dent and Fore-runner of a publick and general 
Aſſe : Thar Conſcience (which is God's Deputy, 
and-keeperh Court for him here ) does bur be- 
n:00W, v-hat God hereafter at the great Audit 
wil himſelf compleat and finiſp. Look upon 
the ſecret Checks and Rebukes of thy own Con- 
ſaence, upon thy Commiſſion of any baſe or 
unworthy Action ; and upon the inward Ap- 

cs. and Grartulations, the hidden Foys and 
zulrations of thy Conſcience, upon the Perfor- 
mance of any laud2ble vertuous Action, to be 
lo many Taſts anc! Pledzcs, Earneſts and Aflu- 
ratces of a twofold Sentence or Award, that ſhall 
begiven at the laſt Day ; and ſome Suggeſtion. 
and Intimation of that Horrour and Confuſion 
that ſhall ſeize upon rhe Wicked, and of that 
Peace and Comiorr which the Righteous ſhall 
be filled with ar rhe general Day ot Judgment. 
Conſider, how thy Conſcience reflecting upon 
ty paſt Actions, does nor only, allow and p- 


prove thy good Actions, bur does allo create a 


wonderful Boidneſi and Contidence in thee ; and 
does not only diſapprove thy evil Actions, bur 
does allo breed a itrange Dread, beger a _ 
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ful Expettation and Terrour in thee ; and aj 
rhis without relation to any T hing either to he 
fuffered or enjoyed in this Life: and therefore 
that Conſcience 1s not only a Fudz 1n this Life 
bur is allo a 777:nef, bound over to give Teſti 
mony for or againſt thee, at ſome Judgment 
after rhis Life ro paſs upon rhce. | 
Conlider moreover, I hat rhe many remark 
able particular Fudaments, inflicted by God & 
ther upon Nations, or Cities, or Perſons here 
in this. World, do not obſcurely ſeem to figni 
and foreſhew, that a general Fudgment ſhall ſure- 
ly come and certainly paſs wy the whole World 
ahd thar Juſtice ſhall be intallibly execured w 
pon all final impenitent Rebels hereafter. 
And confider yer farther, that #n Reaſon there 
mult be a farure final Judgmear, that God" ar 
reſent may rule and govern the rational World, 


y giving notices of future Rewards or Puniſh- 


ments, which all muſt unavoidably be adjudged 
to: And rthar God may ' one Day ſalve the 
Honour of his own Attributes ; that though 
Things feem ro be carried very wnequally here 
in this World, and Fud7ment be never ful 
executed here ; bur rhe Wicked are often fuf- 
fered ro eſcape, and the Good and Upright are 
frequently afflitted and evil-intreared ; yer 
all may be re#ified and regulated ar laſt ; and 
God may openly ana evidently appear to be juſt 
in puniſhing the**Wicked and Ungodly, and 
good in owning #hd rewarding every truly ver- 
ruous and righteous Perfon : And fG, may not 
only vindicate and right himſelf, bur juſtify and 
rizhths People too,in the Eye and Face of all rhe 
World. And 
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- And then go on to think of Scripture-evidences 
and Teſtimonies ; That after Death the Fudg- 
ment;immediatly after Death, a particular Judg- 
ment. Heb. 9. 27. Think of that awakening, 
farcling Summons, Give an Account of thy 
Podibis : for thou mayeſt be no longer Steward. 
Luke 16. 2. Alcibiades 1n Plutarch coming to 
Pericles his Door, and hearing that he was buſie 
and folicitous about making his Accounts to the 
fthenians, laid, It rather concern'd him to ſtudy 
how be might beſt put by hy Accounts, and avoid 
the giving of them up : Bur afſure thy elf, 
there is no declining of it here. Conſider, that 
God has appointed a Day, a Day of general 
Judgment, 272 the which he will judg the World in 
Wy teonſneſs, by that Man whom he hath ordain« 

: Atts 17.31. And that we muſt, 2 Cor. 5. 
10, Rom. 14. 10. all appear and ſtand before. the 
Tudoment-Jeat of Chriſt : not only appear in Per- 
jm {as t!10ſe do that are cired into a Court) bur 
be laid open and made manifeſt, as the Word 
dwpodiryar ſignifies : haye our Heart and 

Lie ript vp, and all our . Thonghts, Words 
and Works preſented ro our own view, and 
exposd to the view of others ; dilclofed afid 
aicovered before Men and Angels. That the 
Books ſhall then be opened : Kev. 20. 1 2. the 
Bock of God's Omniſcience, and the Book of 
every Man's particular Conſcience : Thar the 
Rolls or Records of all our Actions ſhall be'pro-- 
ducd, and we ſhall be juds dout of thoſe Things 
that are written in the Books. That we *thult 
all appear before the Judgmenr-ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every ene may recerve the Thins done in = 
Bcay, 
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Body, that is, the due Reward of the Works 
done in his Body, or in the State of Conjundtion 
with rhe Body according to, or by way of Reri. 
bution ro,what he hath done whether it be pood' y 
bad. The ſober ſerious Conſideration of a moſt 
impartial Fudicature and Tribunal, will mightily 
awe thy Soul. Felix himſelf trembled, when 
Sr. Paul reaſoned of ,  Fudgment to cone, 
Afts 24.25. T have read a Story of a certain 
King of Hungary, who being on 4 Time mare. 
lous ſad and heavy, hi Brother would needs nay 
of him what he ailed: Oh Brother fates he, Thaw 
been a great Sinner againſt God, .and I hnow ne 
how I ſhall appear efore him, when he comes ty 
Fudement. His Brother told him, they were by 
melancholy Thoughts, and made light of them. Tit 
King replied nothing at the preſent, but in th 
Ps Time of -the Night ſent an Executioner 
Fuſtice, and cauſed him to found a Trumpet befar 
his Brother s Door, which according to the Cuſtan 
of that Countrey was a Sign of preſent Execution 
This Royal Perſon hearing aud ſeeing the Meſſe 
of Death, ſpranz pale and trembling into'his 3 
ther's Preſence, beſeeching the Kzng to let him 
know wherein he had fonded . O Brother, re 
plied the King, thou haſt loved me, and never 
Fended me ; and is the fight of my Executioner þ 
dreadful to thee ? and ſhall not T ſo great a Sinnet, 
fear to be brought to Fudgment before Fejus Chrilt 
The frequent Meditation of a Judgment to 
come, will exceedingly move and affect thee 
and cauſe thee tro live and act /uztabland a 
[werably to thy belief of ir ©"T wil keep thee 
from ſpending thy Time and talk in raſhly jugs 
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athers, leſt God ſeverely enter into Judgment 
with thee : Mar. 7..1. Twill awaken thee 
tw endeavour ro do every Thing, as one thar 
s acconmntable for all he does : "Twill pur thee 
upon examining and calling thy felf ro an Ac- 
count : and cauſe rhee to get all rhy Accounts 
ready againſt the great Audit |: *I'will help 
thee to. jude. thy ſelf here, that thou maiett nor 
be judged and condemned hereafter at rhe;greart 
ind laſt Day : It will excite and ftir thee up 
to Repentance, and provoke ' thee to the 
Performance of a courſe of new and ſincere 
Obedience ; ro make that Law the Rule of 
thy Life, which God will make the Rule of his 
Judgment. 

The Wiſe Man makes this an Argument to 
induce Men to fear God, and heep his Command- 
ments thar God will bring every Work, into Judge 
ment, wihtevery ſecret tra, whether it be good, 
os whether it be evil, Ecclef. 12. 13, 14. SL 
Pay very carneſi:iy preſsd the Athenians to 
kejentance, by this moit powerful ard cogent 
Agument, drawn from, the Certainty of a 
future. Judgment 3 AFls,17. 30, 31., God-now 
cmmandeth all Men every where to repent : becauſe 
be hath appointed a Day in the whici: he will judg 
the Will in Righteouſneſs. And this was the 
Reaſon of the Apoſtles Labour, of all his Am- 
btion and Detgn to be, acceptable ro God, 
whether living or dying gs . becaule, we mu 
all appear before the: [udyment-ſeat of Chriſt : 
2 Cor. 5. 9, 10. Yea, this was rhe. Ground, 
of all his Induſtry a::d Painfulneſs in the 
Miniſtry ; Knowing therefore the Terrour of the 
Lord, 
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Lord, we perſwade Men, fays hc. v.. 11. Con- 
fidering the Dreadfulneſs of this Appearance of 
God, we ſtrive ro bring Men to embrace the 
Truth, and to live as thoſe thar are thus to be 
judged. And in Hope of a Reſurreftion toa 
Faketient of Abſolution, herein did he exerciſe 
himſelf to have alwaies a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence toward God, and toward Men, Ats 24. 15, 
16. He knew, if Conſcience abſolv'd him in 
this Life, it would alſo under God acquit him 
in the other. "Thy earneſt looking for the glorios 
Appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt is apt to engage and prevail with 
rhee ro deny Unpodlineſ and worldly Luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly and podlily in this preſent 
World, 'I it. 2. 12, 13. 

Thy thinking of Fudgment, will make thee 
careful of thy Thoughts, becauſe God will jud 
the Secrets of Men, Rom. 2. 16. Andmanifeſt 
the Counſels of the Flearts, 1 Cor. 4. 5. And 
render thee watchful over thy Words, becaule of 
all thy hard Speeches, Jud. 15. And of every dl 
Ford theu muſt give an Account ; and by th 
Words thon ſhale be juſtified or condemned, Mu. 
12.36, 37. - And will cauſe thee to be circum 
fpeF in allthy Pays, and narrowly obſervant 
of all thy Actions ; becaufe Chrilt'will come 
to convince Men of all their ungodly Deeds ; Fude 
i5. And thou mutt be judged according to tly 
I/-/orks, Rev. 20. 13. 

Didit thou fairhfully mind thy ſelf of a_fu- 
ture Fudgment, thou wouldft hor be fo frothy 
and foohſh in rhy Speeches, ſo vain and pro- 
tane in thy Merriments, fo deccirtul = F 
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Trade;ſo formal in thy Duries;rhou wouldſt ne. 
ſortiſhly fleep : or impertinemtly mule,orirreve- 
rently ralk our Sermons,nor mumbleand huddle 
over thy Prayers like ſo many Ave Marie's : 
Thou wouldit certainly rhink and ſpeak,andact; 
buy and fell, hear and pray,carry thy ſelf in th 
dealings with Men,and in thy Devyorions to God, 
zone that mult give an account of thy elf ro 
God. O think oo. ſay at the Endand Cloſe of 
every Day, Now I have on? Day leſs ro live, 
and one Day more to reckon for. It is reported 
of Ionatius Loyola thar- he uſed ro ſay, when he 
heard a Clock itrike, There's one Hour more that I 
hav? to anſwer to God for. Such a good Medita- 
tion concerning the paſ# Hour, would ſurely 
quicken thee ro ſpend rhe folowing and lucceed- 
ing Hour much better. 

To conclude this particular z Confider rhow 
art to be judged by Chriſt ; and ſurely rhen thou 
wilt not be aſhamed of him now, lelt he be 

med of thee another Day : Thou wilt wile- 
ly labour for an Intereſt in him, who is to be 
thy Fudz ; that when the Devi/ ſhall accuſe thee, 
thou maieſt have an Advocate to plead 
for thee, and the Fudz himſelf ro befriend 
thee, and ro deal according to the Mzldnefs of 
the Goſpel with thee : Thou wilr hear and 
receive his Commands now, that thou *maie:£ 
hereafrer hear the Sextenc?2 of Abſo/ution tron 
him: Thou wilt endeayour ſo to live, tart 
thou matett look upon the Day of Fudgment as 
the Time of thy Refreſhment and waicit {cre the 
appearing of thy Lord and Judge, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 

The eminently holy Mr. John Fanew.zy 
lomeiime Fellow of King s Colledye in C — 
i8 ac , 
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lad ' very early arrivd and attained -t> 
tach an . high pitch and great meafure of 
{pirirual Readineſi, and heavenly Preparedneſ, 
that when once there was much Taſk. rhat one 
had fore-rold that Doom's-Day ſhould be upon 
fach a Day ; although he blamed the preſumptuogg 
Folly of the falſe Prophet, yer ſuppoſing it were 
true, What then, ſaid he ? What if the Day of 
Fudement were come, | as 3t will moſt certainly come 
ſhortly ? If I were ſure the Day of Fudgment were 
to begin within an Hour, 1 ſhould be glad with all 
my Heart. Tf at thu very inſtant T ſhould hear 
fuch Thumdrings, and fee ſuch Lightenings, a 
Iſrael did at Mount Sinai, I am perſwaded my 
very Heart would leap for joy. But thu I am con- 
fident. of, through infinite Mercy, that the wery 
Meditation of that Day bath even raviſhed my 
Soul and the Thought of the Certainty and Nearneſ 
of it « more refreſhing to me than the Comforts of 
the whole World. Surely m__ can more revive my 
Spirits than to behold the bleſſed Feſus, the Foy, 
Life and Beauty of my Soul. Would 4t not more 
rejeyce me than Joleph's Wagons did old Jacob ? 
O ler us labour ro be /zhe him. Let's ine 

Chriſt's Laws, that we may not dread, bur lax 
his Appearing , when ne ſhall come to reckon 
and call to an account for our Obſervartionor 
Violation of them. Ler us love the Appearing 
and Manifeſtation of Chr:/? in his Ordinances, 
his Word and Sacraments: /ove the Appearing, 
Enlargement and Encreafing of his fpirirudl 
Kindom in the World : ove his appearing 
in the Hearts and Lives of his moſt taithful 
and obedient People : /ove his Appearing in our 
Houſes and Familzes, and his beang formed, and 
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inthroned 1n our own Hearts, and in the Hearts 
of our neareft and deareſt Friends and Relations; 
and by earne(t and ardent Deſire even haſten 
the coming of the Day of God, long for the ſecond 
coming of the Lord Chriſt, when he ſhall ap- 
ar without $in unto Salvation, and very hear- 
ty pray, and ſay, Come, Lord Feſus, come quick- 
h, Rev. 22. 17, 20. When wilt thou come 
again, and receive us unto thy ſelf, that where thon 
artthere we may be alſo? John 14.3. Thus 1 have 
offer d to vour belt Contideration rhe Certainty 
and Neceſſity of a future and final Fudgment. 

2, I come now to lead you to the Medita- 
tion of rhe great Uncertainty, as to ws, of the 
Time and Seaſon of this Judgment. O think 
with thy ſelf, that the Son of Man, cometh as 
a Hour when you think not, Lnke 12. 40. That 
Chrilt ſays,Beho/d I come as a Thief,Rev. 16. 15. 
That thou knoweſt not when the Time s : Mark 
13. 33. That thou knoweſt neither the Day nor 
the Hour wherein your Lord, the Son of Man 
cometh, Mat. 24. 42. © 25.13. To particular 
Judgment , at the Day of Death ; or ro gene- 
ral Fudgment, at the End of the World. Thar 
there are indeed S$7pns of the Times, which ſhew 
when it is year ; Which the faithful are ro ob- 
ſerve and rake notice of, ro be inſtructed by, 
and ro gather comfort from ; Bur char rhe 
punctual and preciſe time 18 hid from us:and that 
a conſiderable Latitude being to be allowed 1n 
the Accounts of Time, borh as ro the Beginning 
and Ending of them ; we can therefore rake ns 
aec.nor fix directly upon the very Time 
and Day,thar God hath (cr in his own purpole ro 
Jdpe the World in. R2 And 
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And here 'twill be uſeful ro thee to conſider, 
that (as St. Auſtin ſpeaks) The laſt Day s con- 
ceal'd and kept ſecret from thee, that all ther Daies 
2nay be obſerv'd,well-ſpent and improved by thee; 
and that there may be a duc Trial of thy Faith, 
and Parience and Obedience, by a Courſe of 
holy Living : Whereas if thou kneweſt certain- 
dy the juſt Term of thy Life,»nd how long ir,would 
it be before thou ſhouldit be called ro be judged; 
thou mighteſt roo probably #ake Occaſion trom 
ro defer and pur off thy Converſion and 
Repenrance to a tew Daies before Death 
and Judgment, and to live idly, looſly and 
voluptuouſly, all rhe Daics of thy Life till 
the very laſt. 

Bur 1turcly thou wilt reckon now, That the 
great Uncertainty of Chriſt's coming is a notable 
Spur to Vigilancy and Watchfulneſs : "That now 
not being ſecure any one Moment, 'ris thy 
Wiſdom to ftand upon thy Watch continually, 
left Chrilt come at a Time when thou doelt 
leaſt expect him, and find thee in a Poſture, 
uncapable of Mercy from him, unqualified to 
receive Benefit by his coming. 

Frequenily and intently think, that the Time 
of thy Dearh and particular Fudgment 1s very 
arcertain ; I hat thou knoweſt not when the M# 
fter of the Houſe cometh ; at Even, or at Mid- 
night, or at te Cock crowing, or in the Mornig; 
Mark 13. 35. whether he will call thee 1n the 
Daies ot rhy Touth,or in the Midſt of thy Daies, 
or in elder Years ; —— Whether he will rake 
the in thy Bed, or at thy Table, or in a Journey); 
At what Time, or by what Means he will _— 
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and ſummon thee to leave this World, and to 
come ro Judgmenr. Conſider, that thou matelt 
dopinto thy Grave before the Fall of the Leaf 
fromthe Tree ; Yea, that though now in per- 
fect Health, rhou maieit be dead, and doom- 
ed and damned before the next Lords-day : 
that this very Day, this Hour thy Soul may be 
required of thee, and be preſently judged ro 
Heaven, or Hell,and paſs immediatly into un- 
chargeable Stare and Condition ; And that 
the particular )idgment will confien thee over to 
the general Fudzment, which will be coform to, 
and a Confirmation of rhe former for ever : And 
this will raiſe and quicken thee ro watch alwaies, 
leſt coming ſuddenly he find thee ſleeping, ſecure 
in thy Sins ; lett that Day coine as a Snare up- 
on thee? Luke 21. 35. and when thou ſhalt 
ſay, Peace . and Safety : then ſudden. Deſtruttion 
come upon thee, as a Travail upon a Woman with 
Child, and thou canſt not eſcape, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. 
This will cauſe thee to take heed ro thy elf, 
leſt at any Time thy H:art be overcharg d with 
lurfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and the Cares of thu 
Life, and ſo that Day come upon thee unawares : 
To dread the Thoughts of being ſurprized 
and raken unprovided by the grear and uit 
Judg of Angels and Men. TT his will help thee 
to be conitantly careful, as to thy Per/on, thac ir 
be ſuchas may find acceprance in that Day;and 
cart.ful as ro thy Empioyment,tharit be {uch as is 
ſuitable ro thy Expectation of Chrit's Com+ 
ing, and fit ro be approved by rhy Loni : To 
alwaies 1n a readineſs to receive thy Suim- 
K0ns, and give up thy Accounts : To rea/on 
R 3 aad 
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and argue thus with thy ſelf ; If Chriſt's Com: 
ing ſhould /urprize me in ſuch a Courſe of Sin, 
what a woful Caſe ſhould I then be in > Shall 
I dare to /ive in that State, which I thall tremble 
to be fuond in at the Day of Fudgment ? Re- 
preſent thy 747 as ſtanding at the Door, and 
this will excire rhee to watch and pray alwaie; 
that rhou matieft be accounred worthy to el- 
cape the Sentence of Condemnarion, and to 
ſtand before the Son of Man : Luke 21. 36. To 
pray God to make rhee fuch a wiſe Virgin, as 
may timely rake care to trim thy Lamp, to 
furniſh thy Veſſel with the Oil of Grace, to 

t on the Y/:4ding garment, and to ger thy (elf 
araied with thar fine Linen, which 1s the Righ- 
geouſneſs of the Saints ; that io thou maielt glad- 
ly go out to meer the Bridegroom- ; and when 
others are unprovided and muferably excluded, 
thou being ready maicfkt be admitred by him, 
and enter with him into the Marriape-Chamber. 


The third of the four laft Things, propoſed as the ſub- 
jeft Matter of Meditation jn order to the right 
Redemption of Time. 


HI. Ler Heaven and its Foys be the ſubjeRt 
Marrer of thy Meditation. And here, 

1. Think of the happy Condition of a pious Soul 
4 the State of Separation. Confider {crioully, 
that Chriſt hath hs Life and immortality to 
Light, through the Gofpel : 2 Tim. 1.10. That 
thy ' Soul will ſub/iſt after the Shipwrack of 
chisBody;and that in the State of Separation 
all nor &roop in an unattive Lethargy, nor be 
110m 
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wn withour Sence, void of all Apprehention 
and Operarion,and in a drouly, fleepy.joy lets, 
comfortleſs Condition till the Reſurrection: An 
erroneous Opinion, which Pope Fohn 23th. was 10 
iff and peremproryin, that he nor only raug at 
it himſelf, bur procur'd an Order 1n the Unver- 
of Pars, that none ſhould rake his Degree 

mn Divinity, unleſs he held ir. Do rhou believe 
and confider,that if thou beeſt a faithful Perton 
thy Soular irs Departure ſhall change us tare 
far the better, and have a delightful Sente and 
joful perception of its good Condition ; be Quick- 
ty with Chrift in Paradiſe, Luke 23:43. 1m- 
mediately. preſent with rhe- Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 8. 
and forthwith bleſſed ; Rev. 14. 13.-be carried 
by a Convoy of Angels into Abraham s Bolom, 
received to | him, and enterrain'd with him : 
Luke 16.22. That as Ambaſſadars,when they ar- 
rive at forreign Courts, are conducted thirher 
by the Maſters of Ceremonzes, 1o thy holy Soul 
ſhall' be rr anflated by good Angels into a blefled 
Manfion, and with Lazaras be comforted in that 
Condition ':-ver. 25. Thar if thow art a juft 
Perlon, rhy Spirit ſhall then be made perfect : 
Heb. 12.23. thy Underſtanding be cleared from 
legnorance and Errour, enlarged and 1lluſtra- 
ted ar thy Departure ; thy M/if be endowed 
with exact Conformity: to the will of God, 
and with perfect Liberry from all Servitude of 
Sin, and be troubled no more with doubtful 
Choice, bur fully embrace rhe Chief Good ; 
thy Aﬀettions be duely and firmly plac'd ; 
thy Spiri# be gather'd to bleſſed and .perfefed 
Spirits; and be made ir (elf equal ro the Angels, 
R 4 and. 


367 Redemption of ' Time 


and ſo become fir Company For them : Thar thy 
Soul ſhall be in an happy Condition and be /e. 


exre.and certain that it ſhall never be diſpoſſes- | 


and ejected out of it,depriv'd or bereaved of it. 
Such Thoughts as theſe will never ſuffer thee to 
ler thy Soul ſleep in thy Body, which will ſurely 
wake when it x out of it. "This Meditation is 
likely ro preſerve thee from livingand ating 
ſenſually and brutiſhly, as if thy Soul were ma- 
terial and mortal, and capable of no greater 
Happineſs, or higher Preferment than to be im- 
prifen'd and burzed in this groſs dull Fleſh. This 
will cauſe thee to rake care, thar thy Soul may 
exerciſe and maintain a due Smperzority over 
thy Body 3 thar thy Soul may keep umder thy Body, 
and bring #t into ſubjeftion,1 Cor.9.27.and not be 
ſervilely and ſordidly ſubje to it; fince thy Soul 
is able to /ive withort it and ſhall from the Day 
of Death rill the. Day of Reſurrection /ive better 
without it than ever here it {iv d with it. "This 
will mind thee. ro bring thy Soul, which is a 
_ tro converſe now 'with the Farther of 
pirits, and help thee tro live like an Angel here 
on Earth, who after Death ſhalt be as an Ange/ 
of God in Heaven. Farther ; the Conſideration 
of a State of Bli{s. ro departed Souls, will make 
theelabour ro | —_—_ for this State, by get- 
ting thy Soul made /ike to God by true Holinels, 
that God may love his own Image and Likenels 
in thee, and delight to do good to the Soul he loves; 
By ftriving ro lead a gcod and holy Lite here, 
which is by rhe Ordination of God the direct 
ard ready Way to an happy and eterval Lite 
kereafrer:By lcoking that every Actien and cat- 
riage 
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of thy Lite. be worthy of thy Hepe ofercraal Life: 
If a Stare of glorious Immortality were bur 
a Likelyhooa and Probability, you would nor- 
withitanding, inall reaſon, doany thing, ſuffer 
any thing, part with any thing, thar if at laſt 
it ſhould prove a reality, you might make ſure 
of itand render your {ſelf capable of obraining 
and enjoying it : becaule if it ſhould prove zrue 
and you ſtoald mf; of ir, no preſent, Enjoyment, 
could any way countervail the Lols of an erernal 
Ste of Bliſs. Aad if ir ſhould Tot prove true, 
the denyinz thy ſelf thele earthly. ſenſual 
Pleaſures would be no conſiderable Loſs, or greac 
Unhappinels to thee : 'rwould be bur the Loſs 
of a tran{irory, ſhort, impure, imperfect Plea - 
ſure, which even in this World has Pain and 
Torment mixt with ir, and has often fad Rel- 
liſkes, and a bitter Farewel art the End of it. If 
there were but a bare probability of luch a. Stare, 
the molt ob/cure Notices,and thy uncertain Hopes 
of it, were euoagh ro make thee d/igently look 
ater ir: Surely then thou wilt much more ſeekand 
prels after ir,when God has given thee anab/chiter 
Certainty of the Thing and the higheſt Satufattion 
that can-rationally be defired ot the Th of. it. 
And this Meditation will be a Means, as to: 
ft thee for thy 'Iranila:ion, ſo to make thee, 
with St. Paul, have an earnelt Deſire to depart, 
to go hence, ro go home, Phil. 1.21, 23, To: 
breathe out Caivins Ejaculation, U/quzrque 
Domine-| How long, Lord ! To cry our as holy 
Monica'did, when the halt newly been largely 
diſcourhng with her Son. St. Auſt;n of the heaven«- 
ly Kingdom, Son, as.fer me, Inow take no delight 
tr any thing in thu Lo: Quid hic facio ? —_ 
0, 
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I here; Andrto uſe ſuch Words as thoſe of 
Mr. Herbert. 


What have T left, that T ſhould ſlay ang groan? 
The moſt of me to Heaven u fled ; 

My Thoughts and Foys are all packt up and gone, 
And for their old Acquaintance plead. 


2. Bend thy Mind to think of the ReſurreQi- 

#n of the Boby to a State of Glory. Conkider, 
that as thy Soul ar Death is not extinguiſhed, i 
that thy 'dead and buried Body ſhall not final 
periſh, and be quite loft, bur ar laſt be reproducd 
and reſtor'd again to thee, by the Agency of 
an omniſcient and omnipotent God : Thar if 
thou haſt done good, thou ſhalt come forth tothe 
Refurretiion of Life, Fohn 5.29. Come our of thy 
Grave, as Fonah our of the Whales Belly; 
as Daniel our of the Lions Den ; as Pharaoh; 
chief Butler, yea, as the innocent honelt Foſeph, 
onr of Priſon, ro an high and honourable Cond: 
2:00. 

Think, how the very ſame Body that fell by 
Death; ſtall be raiſed again ar the laſt Day; 
'aS Lazarts roſe with the ſame Body which had 
lien in the Grave four Dates ; and as Chriſt role 
with the /ame Body, that was crucified and bn- 
ried: How congruoxs it isto the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſi and governing Fuſtice of God, that the 
fame Body, which was Partner with the Soul in 
good Attions, ſhould be a Shaver with it 1n'ever- 
{aftin _ : That that very Body, which 
was the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and whoſe 
Members were the Members of Chriſt, and I 
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ſtruments of Righteouſneſs, and did God Service, 
and labourd and ſuffer d- fer Chritt her , 
hould be raiſed and rewarded hereafter : Ard 
how reaſonable to conclude, thar God having 
ated in the Soul a natural Inclination, to its 
own Body, will ſurely one Day /atxfy the Soul's 
Appetite by reuniting ir ro the ſame Body. 
Think how thy Body ſhall riſe the ſame for 
Swſtance, but no: the ſame tor Lualities and. 
Endowments ; thar it ſhall be railed #2 Incor- 
rption, in Glory, in Power, raiſed a ſpiritual 
Bady, and pur on Immortality : "That thou 
halt bear the Image of the Heavenly- : "That the. 
Fleſh .and Blood thall be changed and. altered 
with a perfeftive Alteration, - [that it may be 
capable of inheriring'-the Kingdom of God; 
1 Cor. 15, 42: 43; 44; 49; 59: + That Chritt 
ſhall change thy vile Body, that it may be faſhioned 
like unto hs glorious Body, Phil. 3.21. And 
thatthou ſhalr ſhine forth- as the Sun, in the 
Kingdom. of thy Father, Mart. 13.43. 
Theſe Thoughts will warm and affect thy Hearr, 
and move andincline thee to itudy and endea- 
your to- get thy Soul and Body fitted! and qualifte 


' ed for a Participation of a bl:Hed and glor.ous: 


Reſurrection. | 

To ger thy Sow! now transform d, and made 
bke unto Chriſt's graczous Seul, that thy Bady. 
bereafter may be- transform'd, and made like 
unto h1s glorious Body : ro ger, L lay, a ſanttified 
Soul here, that thou maielt nor fail of a g/orified. 
Bady hereafter ; for -the Body follows the Condition, 
of the Soul : Nor to. ſpend thy Time, Care, Colt, 
Pains, in. decking and, Adorning, ia. — | 
ANG! 
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and- beautifying rhy Body, but-ro dreſs and | to 
adorn thy Soul with true Grace and Holineſs | w 
here, that ſo at the 'Day of Reſurre#ion thy | un 
Body may 'be made very glorious and beautiful | D 
indeed and then may be changed tor the better; | of 
never to ſuffer any change more. re 
Yea, thy Meditation of rhe Reſurreftion | th 
of rhy Body, will make thee labour to gerthy | 
Body ſanttified, that wr may be glorified : Teil 
make thee pray, that thy Body may be preſerved | | 
blameleſs unto the Coming - of our Lord Feſw | ti 
Chriſt ; 1 Theſſ .5.23: And caule thee, as thou 
wouldit have-thy Body rais 4 to Glory, to keep 
wader thy Body here, and nor to ſuffer its Mem- | ty; 
bers to riſe in Rebellion _ God : Twill 
help thee to ufe thy bodily Members holly here, 
that they may fare well and happily hereafter : 
Confidering how wnfit it is, that God ſhould 
raiſe the Inſtruments of Iniquiry to a tare of 
plorious - Immortality ; How wunmeet, that 
Chriſt ſhould take thar Body, which in thi 
Life vigorouſly oppos'd him, and - bulily 
and ' violently acted againit him, and faſhion 
this wicked heli/h Body like unto his heaven 
and glorious Body ; How :ncongruous , that they 
thar /ive after the Fleſh, Rem. 8. 13: and ſon 
te their Fleſh, ſhould in their Fleſh ſee God ; that 
they who #/e their Eyes chiefly ro let in ſinful 
Objeas, ſhould ar the latrer Day fee God: fir 
zhem/ſelves, and that their Eyes ſhould behold 
 kina wmnh- Comfort and Foy, Thy Meditation 
eoncerning the Reſurrection ,, wilt  dieft 
thee ro fay upon any Temptation, Shall 
1 ater re abuſe and diſhonour this Fleſh 
ig 
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to abuſe and diſhoneur God with this Fleſh, 
which T look thar God ſhould {o hig bly hon- 
ar, and greatly glorify at the Iaft 
Day ? Shall I fin againſt God with this Body 
of mine, which TI hope ſhall fone at the Reſur- 
retion as the Swn 1n the Firmamenr, and as 
the Stars for ever and ever,and be chang'd and 


faſhioned like the glorious Body of Feſus Chriſt 2 


This will engage thee ro ttrive with the 
Apoltle, if by any means thou maieft attain unto 
the Reſurreftion of the Dead, a Reſurrection to 
a glorious immortality, Phil. 3. 11. 

To ſtudy to be ju/t, that thou maieſt be Par- 
taker of the Re/urreion of the Fuſt : As 24. 
15, To'labour ro have part in the fot, that 
thou maieſt partake of the ſecond Returrection , 

#p.-20.6. To hear now the Voice of the Son 
of God, ſptaking by his Word, and Works, 
and Spirir ; and hearing. to live a divine and 
ſpiritual Life ; rhar when thou arr dead and 
rotren in thy Grave, thou maieſt ae laſt 
bear his Voice, and come forth tro the Refur- 
retion of Life, and lift up rhy Head with Joy 
in the latter Day,  Fohn 5. 25, 238, 29. To la- 
bour ro be a true Member of Chritt, and to 
live to Chrift, thar ſo thou maieit ſleep-in 
Jeſus, and by the Power of God be brought 
from the dead with him : 1 Thef.'4. 14. To 
feaſt and refreth the Bodies of the Poor, that 
thou maielt be recompen/ſed at the Reſurreftion of 
the Fuſt, Luke 14. 14. To endeavour ro act 
ſpiritually and /zve/y, as thou hopett ro parrake 
of the Reſurrection unto Life- : To be careful 
to have alwaies. a Conſcience void of Offence, 

: n 
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in Hope: and Expectatioa of an happy Reſur. 
rection ; A#ts-24.15,16. and, in Intuition of the 
Promiſe of ir, with the 12. Tribes, to ſerve God 
inſtantly Day and Night : chap.26. ver. 5, To 
refuſe at any time ro accept Deliverance, upon 
baſe and unworthy Terms, and finful Conditi- 
ons, that thou maielt obtain 4 better ReſurreR;. 
on : Heb: 11. 35. To be willingto put thy Bady 
to any Pains, Labour, Suffering, for the fake 
of. God and Chriſt, who will not ſuffer /o much 
as thy Body tobe a Loſer : To glorify God in thy 
Body. 1 Cor. 6. 20. ſince God hath promiled to 
glorify this Body : To reſolve, that Chriſt ſhall be 
magnified in thy Body, whether it be by Life or 
by Death ; Phil. 1. 20. ſince Chriſt will ras 
even thy. dead Body, and give this: very Body of 
thine an abundant Recompenſe of Reward at 
laſt : 1 Cor. 15. 58. Ina Word ; to. have thy 
Converſation in Heaven, from whence thou lookeſt 
for thy Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt, ro change 
thy vile Body. - Pixil. 3. 20, 21. 

3. And laſtly, Meditate much and often of 
that perfeft State of heavenly Glory, thar is to 
be enjoyed pon the Reunion of Soul:and Body, 
Think, when thy Soul ſhall recoyer its -own 
Body, what a-glad and joyful Meeting there will 
be of thoſe old Companions and intimate Friends, 
which have been parted and ſeparated fo long: 
and how the Glory of thy Body will be an Ad 
dition ro the Joy and Happrneſs of thy Sou! : and 
that from the Day of Reſurrection, not only a 
Part but. thy whele Perſon, conſiſting both of 
Soul and Boy, will be ſettled in a perfectly 
happy Condition. 


(1.) Ap» 
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(1.) Apply thy Mind to think in general, of 
enjoying an Inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven 
fir you 3 1 Pet. 1. 4. of taking Poſſeflion of an 
heavenly Kingdom and receiving a Crown of Life : 
Thar if thou beelt a real good Chriſtian, when 
Chriſt who # thy Life ſhall appear, thou alſo ſhalt 
appear with him in Glory: Colof. 3. 4. That nei- 
- Eye hath” ſeen, nor Exr heard, neither have 
entered int? the Heart of Man, the Things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. 1 Cor. 
2.9. Think of an excellent State of heaven- 
ly Happineſs, which cannor indeed be fully un- 
derſtood, till 1t 1s enjoyed ; bur yer at preſent is 
fufficiently revealed to proveke our Deſires atter it, 
andro encourage our Endeavours to gain and ob- 
rain 1t. 

The Meditation of heavenly Happinels and 
Glory in the general, will caulc thee to beware 
of ſuch Sins, as will meritoriouſly exclude thee 
from the Kingdom of Heaven, and formally un- 
ft thee for the Enjoyment of it : 1 Cor. 6. 9, 
10. Gal.5. 19, 20,21, Eph. 5.5, 6. Rev. 21. 
27. and will make thee careful ro ger the 2ua- 
lifications proper to a Perion ro whom it belongs, 
and to perform the neceſiary , indiſpenſable 
Conditions upon which the promiſed Benefit de- 

ends : To labour to be made meet to bea 

artaker of rhe Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light ; Col. 1. 1 2. by Grace to become capable 
and fuſceptible of Glory : to be born avain, 
that thou maielt /ce 7:0 Kingdom of God : Foh. 
3.3. to be a Veſſel of Mercy, fitted and prepared 
wato Glory; Rom, 9. 23. To bow thy > Hu 
re 
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to God, rhat he would work this Meetneſs and 
Firnels, this ſpiritual Aptitude and Idoneity 
in thee ; thar he would prepare thee for the 
Inheritance of the Saints, an Inheritance «- 
mong them which are ſan#tified - Afts 20.3% 
by making thee Partaker of effectual Veccation, 
real Regeneration gracious Adeptionand rhorough 
Sanftification ; thar by Holineſs he would quali- 
H and diſpoſe thee for Happineſs. 

And this Meditation will incline thee to put 
thy ſelf in God's Fay, ro be made fit : And 
when he begins to make the fit, to do the 
beſt thou can't, under Ged, in his Strengrh and 
by his Grace, to fit thy ſelf ; to inquire after 
the Means of erernal Life,. and to charge thy 
ſelf with the Uſe of thefe Means, in orderto 
the attaining of this great End : To cleanſe 
thy ſelf from all Filthinef}, that thou maielt 
be meet for an wndefiled 1nheritance : to keep 
thy garments undefiled, that thou maieſt be 
- worthy to walk with Chrift in white : Rev. 3. 4. 
To glorify God both in thy Body and Spirit, that 
thou ma1-ſt recerve and inherir the Prowite of 
the Glorification both of thy Soul and Body. To 
endeavour ro have thy Fruit unto Holineſs, that 
thy End may be everlaſtins Life : Rem. 6. 22. 
To do God's C ommandments, thar thou matelt be 
bleſſed, and have Right. to the Tree of Life, and 
mateſt enter in through the Gates into the City, 
Rev. 22. 14. By pattent continuance in well as- 
ing, to ſerch for Glory, and Honour, and Immorta- 
lity, that God may” render eternal Life ro thee, 
Rom. 2.7. Believing, and confidering, that be 
that made thee without thee, won't ſave. thee with- 
that 
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wt thee ; (a known Saying of St. Auſtin ) tha! 


God will never beltow glorious Immortality 
npon any that are /eth ro look after it ; that he 
will never give eternal Life ro any that are w- 
willing to receive it ; that he won't make thee 
happy againſt thy Will ; ror force Heaven upon 
thee whether thou wilt or no: That eternal 
Life is a Thing well worth thy looking after ; 
and therefore 1t is thar God will have it ſought 
fr; and ſought for by well doing, in a way of 
Obedience and good Works ; And that nor on- 
ly by Fits and Starts, but by Perſeverance or 
Continuance in well-doing, I hat a Man may as 
wellthink to be  able-ro walk with one Leg, as 
ever expect to go to Heaven by a Faith that x ſe- 
parated from good VY/orkg. 

But do not only think of Glory in the Gene- 
14, Bur conſider (ſeriouſly more particularly; how 
upon the Reunion of Soul and Bady, thou ſhalr 
bemade completely happy. 

In the Viſion of God ; 

& In beholding the glorified humane Nature of 
brilt ; 

In the Perfection of thy Knowledg, and the 
full SarisfaCtion of all thy rational Detires ; 

In the bleſſed Place thou ſhalr dwell in ; 

In the blefſed Company thou ſhalt enjoy ; 

And in the Uninterruprion, Perpetuity and 
Eterniry of this blefled State. 

Conſider, 

1. How thou ſhalt ar laſt bemade happy in 
the Sight of God, Mat. 5.8. 1 Fobn 3.2. That 
thy Underſtanding ſhall acquieſce in the higheſt 
Benig : Thar then thou'ſhalt /ce him as he is, a 
Foun- 
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Fountain of all thar is defirable to thy Nature: 
fge him Face to Face, know him even as alſo thay 
art known : 1 Cor. 13. 12. that in Heaven thou 
ſhalr have as clear a Sighr of God, and as free 
Communion with him.as rhe State of 4 Creature 
can admit. That though thou ſhatr nor then 
immediarly ſee the very Efſexce of God(ag 
the over-acute Schoal-men affirm ) God beingin 
this relpect - :»viſible ro the Ange/s themſelves ; 
who though they be wſþ2tted with any Sin, yet 
the fole Imbecilhity of their Nature and Creature 
fate does hinder ſuch a Sight of God : yet (a 
the learned Camero expreſſes himſelf concerts 
ing it) thou ſhalr ſee by experiencing wh 
he «, and what he ſhews and manifeſts himſelf te 
be te thee : by reaping the bleſſed Fruit and Be- 
nefit of the Divine Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, fo faras the Meaſure of 4 Creature can bear, 
in the Sanctiry of thy Soul, and glorious Im 
morraliry of thy Body. And (as the ingenious, 
judicious Amyraldus does very intelligiblyex- 
plain this Marrer ) thou ſhatr ſee God hereafter 
in his g/orzous Works and admirable Operanong, 
fuch as will be the moſt bright Splendor and 
beautiful Habicarion of Paradiſe, the Glorits 
cation of thy own and'others Bodies, the Con- 
ſociation of the Church with Angels, and el 
pecially the glorious Preſence of Chrilt, 1 
' Whoſe Manhood will appear as much of the 
| Creator as is poflibly vitible in the Nature of 
Man : To which add whatever elſe there may 
be, 'in. which the Majeſty of the Deity ſhall then 
manifeſt ir ſelf : Which rare Effetts of the Di 
viniry will certainly lead thee to a clear and ful 
Know- 
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Kwwledge of God's molt excellent Properties, 
and divine Vertues ; his Wiſdom and Knowledg, 
Power and Greatneis, Grace and Mercy, 
Truth and Faithfulneis; rhe Knowledge and 
Contemplarion of which, will Fire and inftame 
thee with Love ro him, and rayiſh thee with Foy 
and Delight in him, 


Think how hereafter thou ſhalt fee Ged, and 
ſee him as ty Ged,- and chief Good ; ſee God, 
nor with a #rar/ient Sight ; bur ſee him to as ro 
paſſels and enjoy him, to clole with him, and be 
wited ro bim, and complacentially ro reſt 1n 
him as thy urmoſt and perfett End:See God, nat 
by.a meer ſpeculative. Contemplation of him, 
bur fo,” as by feeing him to become /ike unte 
kim, 1 Fo/mi 3.2. To be changed and transform- 
« into'the true and lively Image of him ; ro be 
made Partaker, in thy Meaſure and Proportion, of 
that Wiſdom and Holineſs, Love and Goodnels, 
which thou ſhalr apprehend and behold in him ; 
Thar thou ſhalt nor only pleaſe and delight 
thy ſelf by /ocking on ſome Glory that ſhall ap- 
fear before thee, (ro. uſe ſome Words of a learned 
Doctor) bur ſhalt be made all: glorious withan, 
and become thy (elf a God-like Creature : That 
thou ſhalr not behold the Divinity only without 
thy ſelf, 1d be made happy by ſome external 
Enjoyment of God only ;. bur thou ſhalr ſee God 


within thee; and feel his 'Power throughly work- 
Ing thee to rhe ſame Mind, Will and Defire 
with himſelf : Thar thou ſhalt fee God here- 
after, and be like him ; and reflecting upon thy 
lf ſhalr ſee that theu art like him, and be 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed and farisfied, joyful and delighted in thy 
Similirude and Reſemblance of him. 

This Meditation will move thee, to labour 
to be fit for the perfect Viſion and Fruition of 
God, in the future State of heavenly Glory! 
To remember to turn away thy Eyes from 
beholding Vanity, as thou lookelt ro behold the Di- 
vine Glory: To make it thy Buſineſs to foltow 
Hoiinefi, without which wo Man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
enjoy the glorious Sight, and behold the bleſſed 
Face of God, Heb. 12. 14. To labour toſee 
God here, that thou maieſt be the fitter to ſee 
him hereafter: To fee him in his Works ; wo 
fearch afrer, behold and admire thar infinite 
Power, VViſdom, and Goodneſi, which are viſiblt 
ahd legible in his wonderful Works of Creatim 
and Providence : But more eſpecially, to ſtudy 
ro ſee and know God, as he has reveal'd him- 
ſelf in his #/ord: to fee his Holineſs in his Pre- 
cepts, his Fuſtice in his Threatenings, his Grace 
and Goodneſi in his Promiſes. Once more; To 
lee and converle with God in his Ordtnances ; 
ro ſee him, as he prefenrs himſelf. ro thy view, 
and exhibirs himlielf ro be ſeen in the Sanus 
ary ; to enjoy Communion and Fellowſhip 
with him 1m the publick folemn Or.{inances of 
Prayer, hearing, receiving the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper : And to be always purgins 
thy Sight, clearins thy Eyes, and cleanſing thy 
Soul, endeavouring to' become pre in Heart, 
nor defiled by looking afrer fleihly or warldly 
Luits, nor polluted with other foul Mxrtures ; 
to be free from Hipoecrsfie and Uncleanneſi, from 
Eilthineſt of the Fleſh and Spirit ; in this Senſe, 

7) 


— 


== 


—— 
- 


=» 5 WY AS SS RAO UW 1 a 70S 


- _— — 


a good Duty in evil Dates. 380 


to be pure in hearrt,that thou maieſt, ſee God, Mar. 
5. 8. Have a ſpiritual Sight, and inward Senſe 
and Taſt, a ſavoury afteEtionate Knowledge of 
him, and be capable and receptive of Impreſſicns 
from him ; as the criſtal Spring ealily admits 
the Sun-beams, and imbibes its Razes ; and the 
clean Glaſi plainly receives the Species and Ima- 
ges of any Bodies : Toger a cleanſed prrified 
$1, that thou maicit be able ro ſee and enjoy 
God here, and ſo be fit for the Beatifical Viſt- 
on hereafter: To behold in the Glaſi of the 
Goſpel the Glory of the Lord, and \to be changed 
into the ſame Image here, 2 Cor. 3. 18. As 
thou hope't hereafter ro ſee God, ſo as ro be 
ſatisfied with his Likeneſs, Plal. 17. 15. 

2. Think how happy thou ſhalr hereafter be 
in Heaven, by beholding the glorified humane 
Nature of Chriſt : That when be ſhall appear, 
thou ſhalt ſee him as he is, 1 Fobn 3.2. Sce the 
Perſon of Chriſt [ as he is ] in Oppoſition ro 
what he was, while he was here on Earth, in 
the Form of a Servant : That if thou beelt a 
Servant of the Lamb, thou ſhalt ſce his Face in 
the New .Feruſalem, Rev. 22. 3, 4. Thar thou 
fhalr be with him where he is, and ſhalt immedi- 
ately behold his glory which his Farther hath given 
bim, John 17. 24. 

Sir down, and coni{ider, when thou thalr 
arrive at the Court of Heaven .how tranicendent, 
and raviſhing,and p/eaſingly amazing the heaven- 
ly Glory of Chriit will be ro thee! Thar it the 
Dueen of Sheba pronounced Solomon's Servants 
bappy, becauſe they ſtood continually before him, 
and heard his V/ſdom, and beheid bur a tempo- 
ral 
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ral, fading, and earthly Glory, 1 Kings to, 8, 
How whſpeakablethen thy Happineſi will be, con- 
ftantly to behold rhe Prelence, and heavenh 
Mediatorial Glory of Feſus Chriſt ! 'T hart if here 
it be ſo ſweet and pleaſant a 'T hing for the Eyes 
to behold the Sun, Eccl. 11. 7. How pleaſant 
and delighrful rhen ir will be, ro view and be 
hold the Sun of Ripghteouſneſi ; ro look upon 
the glorified humane Nature of Chriſt, which 
will appear more beaurifal, and ſhine more 
bright than the Sun in the Firmamenr ! If « 
were fo refreſhing and jeyful a S:ght to the Faiths 
ful in thoſe Days, to ſee and enjoy Chrz/t, though 
in his State of Humiliation; If the Wiſe Mey 
came from far to ſee Chriſt, though lying in a 
Manger, , Mat. 2. 1. And Zacchews climed up 
into a Tree, to ſee him in the Days of hs 
Fleſh, Luke 19. 4. And one of the three 
Things which St. Auſtin wiſh'd he might have 
ſeen, was, Chriſt in the Fleſh; Think, how 
Chrift in his Glory and Advancement, will be a 
more taking ſatisfying Objet, than in his Humi- 
lity and Debaſemrnt . How ſtrangely it will affef 
and delight -rhee, ro ſee him \o highly exalted, 
and vaſtly enrich'd, who humbled and emptied 
himſelf for thy ſake, and became very mean 
and poor, that thou through hs Poverty mighteſt 
be made rich : To lee that Body, that here was 
laid in a Manger, naild to a Croſs, and buri- 
ed ina Sepulchre, now made a moſt glorious 
Body, and one of the rareſt Sights, and prearelt 
Wonders in Heaven : To ſee Chriſt in Glory, 
and Chriſt in Glory, thine ; thy glorified Head 
and Lord, and the Exemplary Cauſe of thy Glo- 
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rificarion : To fee him for thyſelf, (as Fob ſpeaks) 
4'19.27. For thy own. unſpeakable Good 
and Comfort : To lee him, and be enamonr'd of 
him, and be /zke unro him ; ro converſe and 
enjoy Communion with him, and to rejoyce in 
and ' wich him: To behold his Glory ; and 
not only curiouſly to gaze upon him, bur to 
be glorified with him ; in ſome proportion, and 
according ro thy capacity, ro be made Partaker 
of the ſame Glory, and to be admitted ro ſit 
with him in his Throne, Rev. 3. 21. Think, 
what a ſublime and notable part of thy Hap- 
pineſs rhis will be in Heaven. If having mot 


ſeen Chriſt, rhou loveſt him ; and believing in 


him rejoycoſt with Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glo- 
3, 1 Pet. 1. 8. O then conſider, how thon 
ſhalt love and rejoyce in him when thou ſhalt 
aually ſee him, and immediately enjoy him in 
the heavenly Kingdom. 

This Meditation will prevail with thee to la- 
bour ro become meet and fie for the happy 
Sight and fe/;citating Enjoyment of the glorified 
hnmane Nature of Chriſt: "Twill make thee 
ſtudy to artain to real Holineſi of Heart and 
Life, without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord 
Jeſus ' Chritt n Glory, Heb. 12. 14. "Twill 
cauſe thee ro endeayour to be a Partaker of 
the Dzvine Nature of Chriit, that thou maieſt 


' be admirred to be a Spefator and Enjoyer of the 


glorified humane Nature of Chritt : to be in this 
World, as he was im thy World, that artlait thou 
maieſt be 342 the other World, as he is in that 
Warld : to purify thy ſelf even as he #s pure, if 
thou haſt any Hope in thee to ſee him as he is, 
& his Appearance. | And 
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And thit Meditation will move and encline 
thee to labour, and love to ſee Chriſt. here, that 
thou maielt be firted ro have the Honourand 
Priviledge to ſee him hereafter : To delight to 
ſee him now in his Promiſes, to ſee and enjoy 
him in his Goſpel- Ordinances, to behold him 
in his Graces ſhining in his Members, and to ſee 
his Image formed in thy own Heart and Life: 
Conſidering, that only Chriſt-like Creatures ate 
in a Capacity of being happy with Chriſt in 
Glory : Lhar (as one fays well) God and Chriſt, 
without thee, cannot poſſibly make 'thee happy : 
That it js not the Perſon of God and Chriſt, bu 
their Life and Nature, wherein conſiſts thy formal 
Happineſs. 

And that thou maieſt be fit to ſee him as be #, 
'rwill direct rhee ar preſent to ſee him as he was; 
to look upon him as humbling himtelf ro the 
Death of the Crols, for thy Sins ; rill thy 
Heart be kindly broken for, and thy Hearr and 
Life be truly broken off from all rhy Sins ; and 
roeye and imitate that excellent Pattern and 
rare Example, whict-here he gave thee in ever 
Attion of his holy Life. 

3. Freely and largely meditate, how ha 
thou ſhalr be made hereafter in the great Ad- 
vancement and Perfe#ion of thy Knowledz, and 
in the filling up of thy utmoſt Capacities, and the 


Satisfation of all thy Deſires. Thar though 


now thou ſeeſt through a' Glaſs, darkly; and kw 
eſt but in part ; yet when that which is 

3s come, then that which is in part ſhall be dome 
away, 1 Cor. 13. 9, 10, 12. As the Light of 
Candles and Stars is done away by the rihng jo 


$20 


W. 
—_ 


© ZEORESESESS RR 6 


to þ 


a Sa —"7] JwTHr___—w<r_.- = 4 


\s to fa. F232. SYS iD: we 


my, , we FF "7% BR, UT 


4 good Duty tm evil Dates. 33g 
the Sun: Thar though now many Ds#fficulties 
in Nature, and M:/teries in Seripture, and Secrets 
and Wonders of the Divine Providence pole 
and non-plus thee, dazle thy Eyes, and are roo 
high and ſublime for thee ; yer that in Heaven 
thon ſhalr have the Cayſes of natural things 
manifeſted to thee ; rhe * 4 and profound 
Mifteries of Religion, and of thy Redemprion 

Salvation revealed to thee ; the Intricacies 
and Riddles of God's Providence unfolded to thee ;; 
the Wiſdom, and Fuſtice, and Goodneſi of God, 
in his darkeſt Diſpenfarions, and moit inſcruta- 
ble and unſearchable Actions, cleared. up ta 
thee: That there rhou ſhalt know the Orders, 
Offices, Excellencies of the Angels ; and the 
Nature, Operations, and Original of thy own 
Soul ; which is given thee rather to ſe, than 
to know, in this preſens World : Thar in the 
ſtare of Glory, thy Underſtanding ſhall be 
extraordinarily and fupernarurally shwmninated 
and irradiated, and thy Knowledge be wonder- 
fully 3ncreas d and advanced, and thy Mind ex- 
gy pleaſed and delighted both by the 

ition, and new Variety of Contemplation : 
Thar in the heavenly Glory, the Divine Maai- 
keſtarions and Communications ſhall be ample 
and l;beral enough to fill af the Capacities and 
nchly to anſwer all the Deſires of thy moit ex- 
ated and perfeted Faculties : Thar there thou 
ſhalt never fee! any Fant or Indigence, bur 
be ſo ſatisfied as not to be ſatiated, cloyed or 
gutred : Thar in Heaven, thou ſhalt alwaies 
reckon that thou halt ſufficient already ro make 
tie throughly gnd compleatly happy ; and pu 
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{till be 'recewing new Additzons,; and freſh Ac- 
cruments, ,and an Accumularion of Satisfacti- 
on.: Thar every Participation of Truth and 
\Goadneſi will ftrerch and diſtend the Capacities 
-of thy Soul, -and fit thee for further and further 
Receptions : Thar rhe Capacities of thy Facukies 
ſhall he continually wideved and enlarged, and 
.centinually filled and ſatisfied,unul thou arriveſt 
unto ſuch Degrees as thou cank aflign.vo Meaſur 
unto. This Meditation will cauſe thee to cany 
thy [elf ſo here,chat thou maieſt be fit to attain x 
Perfection of Knowledge hereafter. 

To be careful ro know thoſe Things now, 
-which are neceſſary 10 the preſent, and preparatory 
to the fagure tate; and the Knowledge-of 
which will abide and continue, and be heighten- 
ad and-perfetted in rhe other World. 

To:beg of God, that he would-open thy Eyes 
here, enlighten. thy Underitanding} tranſlate 
thee -our af the Kingdom of - Darkneſs, and 
zurh thee from Darkneſs to light : Believing, 
and coaſidering, that grof and fortiſh Jenoranc 
here, is ag it Preparation tor Perfe&ion of Known 
tedge bereafter ; 'T bar if now thou wilfully con- 
rinuelt zgnorant of the very firſt Principles of 
the Oracles of God, thou art unfit to go uu ts 
perfettian, and to be admitted axether day to 
the Underſtanding of the Secrets and hidden 
Myſteries of God : Thar if now rhou makeſt 
thy {elf like a Beaſt, in Ignorance ; thou wilt be 
wameet to be made like an Angel! of God, in 
the glarious Perfettion of heavenly Knowleds : 
If now thou darkneft thy awn Underitand: 
and b{indeſt thy own Mud, thou wilr be 
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for the perfet Light of the heavenly Glory: 
It now thou ſhurreſt'rby Eyes againſt the Lighr, 
and art afraid to come to the Light, leſt thy 
Deeds ſhould be reproved ; thou wilt be ur- 
terly anmect to be Partaker of the:Inherirance 
of the Saints, in Light ; thoy wilr-only be mes 
for'the Kingdour of Darkneſi, fir to be caſt 'out 
nto utter Darkneſs, 'and' to inherit" #8 Blackweſs 
of Darkneſifor ever : "Fwill make the labour re 
pt ſoine competent Kyiowleds here;\ which-wilf 

a good Preparation for perfe# complear Knows- 
lege hereafter : Remembring- that #o him that 
hath ſhall be given ; which is true of Knowledge, 
as well as Grace. £ 
. And'this Meditation will likewiſe ſtir thee up _ 
w practice and {zve up tothe Knowledg of thoſe_ 
Things, which God hath been pleaſed molt clear. , 
ly to diſcover,and plainly to reveal in his Word, - 
to thee, as any way necefary to rhy; pwn. an 
others Edification and Salvation : 'T hou bez 'g . 
Mared arid well perſwaded, that” prafiiee. and ; 
dong is the ready way 'to further Knowing ; AS 0. 
Mareaſe thy Knowledo here," P[al. 11.10. Fob. To _ 
io. fo, to ment thy Knowleds herveftaer & 
Pwillicauſe thee to charge thy ſelf ro walk as @, 
Child of the Light and ofthe Day ; to follow the 
Light of God's Word and Spirit.thar thou maiett. . 
be meet to be- made Partaker of the Inheritance 
of the Saimts in Light. | 

The foremention'd Medit&10n will moreover 
make thee wiſe unto Sobriety, reprels rhe itching, 
Curofity of thy Nature, keep thee from \pending 
thy time in boldly prying into God's Secrets,an 
from unmoderarly — and reachug atrer 

2 the' 
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the Knowledg of Things too high fer thee : Re- 
membring and confidering,that in this Life thou 
canſt not attain toclear and full and 

Knowledg, which is a Reward reſerved for an- 
other Life'; And that thou maiett enjoy it in 
due Time, twill make rhee willing to wait and 
ſtay God s Timegxo be humbly,and modeſtly and 
contentedly | ignorant of all thoſe Things where- 
in God has been pleaſed to be ſilent, and has 
thought moſt fitin this lower imperfect State. for 
Man to be ignorant. The Confiderarion that thy 
Kowledg ſhall be perfefed hereafter will bring 
ſthee art preſent ro be quietly ignorant of thoſe 
Things, which God ſees meet and moſt conve- 
nient for 4 Time to hide and conceal from thee; 
and. will help thee to wait very patiently for 
the ' Seaſon of the fuller Manifeſtarion of him- 
elf ro-thee ; #his being the Way to have thy 
Knowledg- encreaſed and perfected another 


E: urther;Ths Med:tation will alſo mind rhee,to 
fit thy ſelf for the ſure receiving the full Satufattion 
of all. thy Defires in Heaven hereafter.” T'will cauſe 
thee now to- curb and reſtrain thy ſenſual 
Appetite, ro moderare thy Deſires, ro ſubmit 
thy Will ro the Will of God, and to do his 
Pleaſure here,thar fo thou maieſt have thy wid- 
eſt Capacities and largelt Deſires every way ſa- 
risfied and fulfilled hereafter. 

4. Meditate how happy thou ſhalt be here- 
afrer, by dwelling in a moſt glorious, beaure- 
ous, #lefſed Place; in thy heavenly Father's Houſe, 
in thy Saviour s Fathers Houſe, in which there 
are many Manſions ; Fohm 14. 2. a 
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Palace, a ſpatious Houſe indeed, fir ro receive 
and entertain an innumerable Company of glo- 
rious Inhabirants : That thou ſhalt be placed 
and ferled in the Seat of the Bleſſed, an Horſe 
not made with Hands, a Building of God, Para- 
diſe, Heaven, the third Heaven, which 1s ſeat- 
ed not only above the Regien of the Azr, bur 
above the Moon and higheſt Stars ; from whence 
thou-ſhalr with Advantage take a pleaſant Proſpeth 
bfthe admirable Beaury and comely order of rhe 
Univerſe; and of the Ulſefylneſs of all irs Parts : 
that thouſhalr inhabit a Plice which-ts ſo incom- 
parably- glorious,thatir is called in Scriprure the 
Throne of Ged:That thou ſhalr dwell hereafter in 
the better and heavenlyComntrey of the faints: Thar 
thou ſhalt actually and perſonally enter into the 

iſed Land, and not only havea P5ſzah-ſight 


of irafaroff : Thar thou ſhalt be rranſlared in- 


to the heavenly Canaan, rranſporred into the 
boly Land, conducted and received mro rhe ho- 
h City, in which. there is no Night, and which 
has no need of: the Sim or Moon #0 ſhine in it,.the 
Glory of God inlightning.it; dnd the Lamb beiniz 
the Light thereof. Think, how the beaurtifal, 
glorious, precious Things ( of + which there is 
mention in the 21th. and 22th of rhe Revelation) 
in the large Deſcription of the new Feruſalem ; 
i meanr of the Glory of the higheſt Heaven, 
are bur Umbrages and Shadows of the good 
Thinge to come, Which are contain'd and trea- 
furd up in the heavenly Kingdom. Thongh 
Heaven be indeed more a State than a Place; 
__ rhink, how the Majeſty and Amenity of the 

lace of Glory, will add to thy Foy and increaſe 
thy Felicity. 7 MW And 
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And this Meditation will prgvoke thee to'la- 
bour tro become ape and fit. to live un; {o.boly and 
bleſſed a Place as Heaven, : To. be.alwaies tr4- 
velling towards: this beavenly . Contry, though 
thy Way (ze through :a H/7lderneſi,: To make 
the mention of . Heaven, and the ay thereto, tg 
be thy frequent Diſconrfe, thy ,molt ſerious and 
molt refreſhing. Conference : T's be: careful rg 
have thy..conſtanr, Conperſation in, Heaven: :.To 
give all, Diligence tobe ,prepared and diſpoſed 
by .an heauvenyy;$tate for an heavenly Place: To 
ler the Kingdom of God enter into thy Soul,that 
thou maieit be eet-t0-enter into the Kingdom 
of God : To become the , Tewple.gf God here, 
«an habitation of God throngh the. Spirgt; that thou 
maielt -be, worthy ro bereceived - hergafrer inm 
an;beaventy Habitation;; To danſe. thy, (elt,.. be; 
caule. - xo ayzc/can Thing,can eyer entex into-thas 
beſy City : ho labour to get ſuch a verrnous 
Diſpoficiog, and generous Spirir,, ſuch holy Has 
birs; heavenly Cuſtons and divine Manners, 
as-may. fit, and qua/zfy thee ro be admirred C;- 
tizen k. rhe... new,.,Ferufalem : And to beg thy 
Father watuch is jo Heaven, that as he hath pre» 
pared. ay Heaven pr holy Souls, fo he would 
nacre and-maxe grepare thy tov too unprepared Soul 
for eaven,., 

5.Spend thy. Thoughts in the conſideration of 
thy. turare Enjoyment of the moſt bleſſed Com 
pany, in the'mo.t bleiſed Place. Conlider ſer 
oully, that as thou ſhalt have Communion with 
the bleſſed. Trinity in heavenly Glory; fully en- 
joy. God, and have Fellowſhip with Feſus Chriſt 
why Head ; 90 thou ſhalt aflociate and be 70 
VeErialt 
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verfſane with Angels, and have ſweer Familtari- 
ry wittythoſe blefſed Spirits ; and fhalt their en- 
joy the Communion "of Sarnts;; fhalr there: 
meer with rhe holy Patriarchs, be received in- 
to the goodly Fellowſhip of the Prophers, be 
rkeninto the glorious Company of rhe Apo- 
files, and be joyned ro the noble: Army of. 
Martyrs; ant wnh a//the Faithful of all Ages.re- 
wount: the ' Mercies; and chaunr the” Prattes of 
thy bounriful Creator, and gracions Redeemer. 
Think: with thy felf, how rhar = Company 
& a great part of the Pleafore and Comfort of a: 
god Man's Life, and a kind of Heaven hereup- 
on Earth : But:ithar hereafter rhou ſhalt have” 
the beſt" Company" that Earth and Heaven: can 
Ford ; "Thar "there thou ſhalr corverte with 
and delight in the moſt eminent Children, and 
fairhifal Servants of God;' and famous MHarthres 
of the Charch of Chrift : That there thon 
fhalt ſee, and! know thoſe, whom thou never ſaw- 
eſt before ;. fie down with Abraham, and Iaac; . 
and Jacob 'm the Kingdom of Heavens © Mar. $5. 
11, and frralr 'renew a blefſed Acquaiurance 
with thy old dear Chriftian Godly Friends and 
rerruous Relations: Nor know them by former 
Yarure, Fearure, Favour, ( for there will be a 
vaſt Difference between a mortal and glorified 
Body; but know them by: Revelation, or. by: the 
publick Teſtimony that Chritt ſhall give concern- 
ng them,” or by Paſſzzes occurring im ſome Op- 
portunines of Dilcourle with them +». Notknow 
ma woid/y or fleſhly Manner, bur know and 
emoy them in a moſt pure and fpiricual;divine 
and heavenly Manner. | 
S.4. And - 
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And think what a comfort it will be, toen- 
joy Society with theſe in Heaven, with whom 
thou didft uſe to go — ro the Houſe of 
God in Company ! What an Happineſs it will 
be ro meet in Heaven with thoſe, with whom 
thou waſt wont to diſceurſe of Heaven ! to rejoyee 
and joyn in Praiſes with thoſe in Heaven,whom 
thou haſt ofren wepr, and mourned, and projed 
w3th here on Earth ! What a rejoycing it will 
be, ro ſee and enjoy theſe dear Saints in the 
heavenly Glory, whom thou waſt a Means of 
bringing thirher, or who were the Means of 
bringing thee thicher / Whara pleaſing refreſh- 
ing Converſe it will be in the heavenly Feruſa- 
lem, to tell ene another there the moſt remark- 
able Stories of the Divine Love, and to re- 
cerve a faithful particular Relation of the rare 
Paſſages of the Divine Providence, of which 
the good and vertuous have had Experience in 
all Ages of the World ! How kindly and ſweet- 
& thou ſhalt converſe with others, when all 
Corruprions on all ſides ſhall be removed, your 
Judgments and Aﬀections united and your difpo- 
firions exactly ſuited ! How contented and (atis- 
fied you ſhall there be, where you ſhall live 4b- 
folutely free from all manner of Injury, Envy, 
Strangeneſs. Suſpicion, Uncharitableneſs : 
Where all the Inhabitants ſhall alwaies live (as 
one deſcribes that State ) in 4 rapturous Love of 
God, and a moſt paſſionate Love of one another : 
Where every one will be /ov4ng and every: one 
will be lovely : Where every one will love others 
as much as they de/erve,or deſire ; and look for no 
ether Retribution but a Reciprocation ot love 
wage 
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where all ſhall rejoyce, nor only in their own Sal- 
vation, bur in the Glory and Bleſſedne(s of 
others, as if it were a/l their own! Conſider 
that hereafrer thou ſhalr be ſo pleaſed with rhe 
Place thou ſhalt be in, and fartisfied with the 
Company thou ſhalt be with, that thou ſhalt ſay 
in the State of Glorification, as Peter did. in. the 
Transfiguration, Mar. 17. 4. Lord, it # good. 
forme to. be. bere : Thar as thy eſſential happineſs 
ſhall confiſtin the Fruition of God; the Chiefeſt 
Good:; ſo;rhat ghy concomitant, circumſtantial ac- 
cidental [oys:will confilt in- the beautcous Place, 
and the holy Company thou ſhalr enjoy : Bur 
yet that either the Place or Society of Saints and. 
Angels, can add or confer any Thing to thy Hap« 
pineſs, proceeds from God's ſpecial Preſence in both. 
\ This Meditation will invite and provoke thee, 
w make ttthy diligent con(tant Care here upon 

Earth, ro. fir and prepare thy ſelf for the furure 

Enjoyment of the moit holy and bleſſed Com» 

ny in the heavenly Glory : To ger a Spirit 

Fuitable both to the Company and Employment. of. 
Heaven : To mortify thy unruly Luſts, and ro. 
moderate thoſe violent boitterou's Paſſions, which 
would cauſe a kind of He/! in Heavenand-make: 
thee nor only reſtleſs and uneaſy in thyſelf,but apt: 
and prone to trouble;gthers and.to; ditturb. rhe 
Peace of that bleſſed Place..: To labour. to.bee- 
come truly holy and. ſo- ro. be ; meer for. the. 
heavenly. Society :; Remembring and conſidering; 
that ſcandalous, unholy, diſorderly Perſons, are. 
by the Divine Ordinartion. ro be. excluded from: 
the Communion of Saints even. here. below, to. be: 
ſhutour from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper,. 
tbe denyed. the Benefit and Comfort: of loo? 
therly Soctery, and Chriſtian familiar Converſe; 
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Mat." 18. 17. 1 Cor. 5. 5, It. Rom. 16, 17; 
And thar-if by Scandal, and Practice -of open 
Wickedaeſs,thon ſhouldit render: ray felf anfit for 
| cen "Fellowſhip and '\Communion with the 

mts, thou'wowldlt furety prove. nach mate 
greet for their perfeily pure and unſporred Sg- 
ciety'in Heaven he | 

And this will cauſe thee to keep Companyand 
ro hald Communion with - the Saints here, that 


thou mayelt be” fir ito enjoy bleſſed Communion, 
| o ſhun:and avoid' the 
Company of the Wicked, as a kind of Hell here 


with rhem hereafter : 


upon Earth ; ro count rheir wnavoidable 'Neighs 
bourhood a daily Trouble and an heavy Burden to 
thee : And'if any trily Godly live in the Place 
where © thou - dwellett, 'to find them our, and 
wo prize and: improve them to the utmoſt : To 
fort 4nd fait thy- 'felf with thoſe ow, whom 
thon wouklit deſire t6 be ranked with and ga- 
thered to another Day: To feek'ro [ve with theſe 
bere; whom thou woukit earneſtly wiſh to live 
. withal beregfter + T'o+make account, that now 
to live a the Good, to converie with regene- 
Fare {aintifed Perſons, and real ſpiritual expe- 
rimenral Ohriftians ; and: to enjoy God in his 
Peopl$;: ahd'Chrift-in'his Members ; that this 
is'a ele” Happinek,” and* a little. Inape 'of 
Heaven To vue ſuch reaſoning as this with thy 
If ; Should I hate or dee/ine the Communion 
of Saints here, what ſhould T do in Heaven ax lait, 
On. pre to the Fruition and Enjoywnent 
of. in Glory, "the beſ# Entertainment will 
be Oban and ' Sociery of blefſed and: 
glorified *Skits 20.411  Ererniry > Fhis "oy 
0 41-7 op 
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keep'thee from ſittin7 upon Thorns, when thor : 
art in Company with practom Perſons, with ſerious 
favonry- Chriſtians, and wiihing thow:wert 
welt rid of thy Frouble ; and would caute thy 
Nedrt to ſpring and leap within thee, to ſer the 
Face,” and hear "the Difcomſe, and enjoy the + 
Converſe and profitable Company of the-truty - 
Godly :- Ir would direct thee ro chuſe and - nſe 
fict»Company al +hy Life long; that witerr'thow 
tieft; (as Dr. Preſton fait of himſelf upon his 
Iv&b-bed) thou maieft only - change thy Place, 
ind not thy Company, *T tis would hetp rhee ror » 
labour thar Ga may now dwell 77 thee: that : 
kereafrer,- thou maicft dwell in him : Thar Chreft: 
_ may now dwell in thy Heart by Faith, that thow-.. 
at laſt maieft dwell with Chri# in Glory: To. 
haveat prefent Fellowſhip with the Father, and . 
wth hy Son'Feſus Chriſt} and with + rhoſe' who 
have the Image of God and Chrift ftampr upon... 
them, the Beaury'of- Holineſs and ' the Glory 
of Heaven ſhining in them ; ro have rhy Soul : 
ſympathize, and thy ; Heart harmomze- with 
them; "and thy: Aﬀections cloſely embrace rhenr, 
and/freely run- ont to them, to love 'and re- 
joyce, to meet and confer with then here, thar-: 
thow mayett be fir ro meet their Perſons," andr6 | 
enjoy their holy. Company and happy | Soctery 1n-. 
the heavenly Glory hereafter. | 

- 6 And laſtly ; Love and delight ro enlarge 
thy Thoughrs in the frequent Mz#:tation of rhe: 
OUnmeervuption, - Perpetuity and Eternity of th: 
bleſſed $rate-: To fir. down and confider; rhat-: 
theu haſt rhe-- Promiſe of eternal. Life; eternak. 
lavation, erernal Glory, a continuing Cit),9m _ 
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la ſting Habitation, a Houſe eternal in the Heaveng 
anInheritance incorruptible, an everlaſting King- 
dom, a. Crown of Glory, . that fadeth wot away + 
Thar, if thou arr a righteous Perſon, rhou- ſhalt 
be ever mith the Lord, and as 4 Son abide inthy 
beavenly Father's Houfe for ever, and reign-in 
the Kingdom of thy Father for ever and ever; 
that thou ſhalr be a Pillar in. the Temple- of thy 
Gad, and go uo more out : That if once thow 
entrelt in, rhou canſt zever paſi ont of that Stare 
of Bliſs :, that the Eernzty of thy, Felicity, will 
be the: Compleatment of rhy Happineſs : That 
there will be no fear of ever loſing. or relinquith- 
ing thy. pleaſant Poſſeflion : That ro admit any: 
tuck hought, would be a leſſening and dimi- 
niſhing, a fouring and imbittering rhe Joys and 
Delights of that bleſſed State, and a kind 
af Hell even in Heazen ir ſelf : That therefore 
in, Heaven rhou ſhalt ſurely live an immortal 
Life of endleſi, Love, and continual Joy, and 
perpetual Praule. 

Ths Meditation wilt ſweetly conſtrain thee,, 
re. labour earneitly to, become meet to enjoy a 
Perperuity and Erernity of perfect and confume. 
mare heavenly Felicity. 

"Twill make thee mindful. to lay the Fawnda- 
tzon of, Life eternal in thy felf here in this. 
World ; to paſi from Death ta Life even in. 
this Life ; to get the Seed of erernal Life here 
Grace; the Seed of Glory: ro. ger eternal Life 
initial, that thou maieſt be fir for erernal Life: 
pg : To obrain. the good Beginnings of 

tte, everlaſting, as an. carneſ# 1n this; Lite Of, 


that, which is: 10 fellow, and a good Preparati- 
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#n for Life everlaſting to be conferred in rhe 
Warld to come : To: begin by Grace to live 
here, that thou maieft be tir to live eternall 
m Glory hereafrer: : 
And this Meditation will engage thee: ro-give 
God here thy whole "remaining Time, that . 9X 
maieft be fit to enjoy his. bleſſed Eternity: To 
be careful that there be no voluntary Interciſion 
ar Interruprion of thy Obedience ; To endea- 
your to lerye God in Holineſs. and Righreout-. 
neſs before him; all the Dates of thy Exfe, Luke 
1.75. Without any wilful deparring, back- 
fiding, withdrawing, dectining, or moral di/- 
continuance of thy holy. and religious walking: 
with him, by grofi Neg/ef of whar thou ought- 
eto do, or by doing the contrary to thy Duty. 
This will incline thee to dea/ with God, as thou: 
wouldit that he ſhould dea/ with thee ; and moye 
thee to. /4y thus to thy ſelf ; Would I have God 
give me Admiſſion into Heaven, and afford me: 


only a Taſte of Happinels, and then. preſently 


put an end to thoſe tranſporting raviſhing Joys, 


and ere long amibilates-me, or ar leaſt turn me- 

te out of Paradiſe, and for ever deprive me of 
that joytul, bliſsful State and Place,-and.rhruſt- 
me-into: far-a wearer and Tower Condition ; 
Would I1- be well contented with: this-? If ner ; 
why then let me not only enter into God's Ser- 
vice, but continue therein ro my. Life's. End. 
If 1expett a perfeft perpetual Happineſs from 
God, 1s:t fir and reaſonable, rhat,l, ſhould give- 
God a broken; imperfe#, flitting, inconſtant O- 
bedience-2 Would I have God's Goodneſs laſt for 
ver? then let not 2 Goodne/s beas a. Wondie 
Cloud 
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Cloud, and goraway us the early Dew, -Hoſea 6; y: 
Ler inert. me. be off amtomowitdy God 2:Ler not 
meferye:; bm by Fs and:S-arts, bur let my 
Heart ftand' always bent for God; and tet me 
[3/0 II 2 gee or rod. lim: 

er me nor only. exten into the Race, and rut 
fora Spurt ; andthen fit down, or ftart afide, 
and fly our of rhe Way-; but let me here hold 
one 10:the (End, ovt fikNbe wfir for an endieþ 
Felicity n/another!and berrer World. 

<\The Canfideration of all thar' has been fpok- 
en; both/wm general ani particular,” of the ghori« 
ous Happineſs of Heayen,will be further of Uſe 
and Adyanrage to thee, as to the Redemprion of 


thy Time, in ſeveral _— : for, 
. (1) *Pwilthearren and encourage rhee ro: do- 


and/ufer any thmg for God. 

(2.) *Twilt help: and enable thee-ro anſwer 
and: oppoſe the farr and frriousT emprationsof 
Satan. 

(3:) Fo live in'an holy Contempt of rhis'preſenr 
World ; and in the ſerious, real; vs/ible Exer- 
ciſe - of conſtant heaventy-mindedneſs. 

(4:) Andlaſtly ; To live in delightful fore 
thouphts and- fore-taſtes of 'the Glory. \ro-coine. 

 (v:) The foregoing Meditations of *a perfect, 
heavenly, glorious: Reward, will--quicken aud 


ſtrengrhen, heavten td: encourage thee 7o-do and" 


ſuffer any thing" for God: | | 
[ 1: ] *Fhe, ſerious frequent- Conſideration of 
a-perfect Stare of heavenly Glory, will amintate 


and * thee'ts lay out thy ſelf to: the utmſt 
fir uhaniio ace goroufly in- the performance 
of «*by\Dury,in this .of Probation, in which 
thow @rt placed in this lower World. All. 
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All the foremenrioned particulars; of - this-re” 
ward, will be to many Cords to. bind thee to thy 
Duty ; and as ſo: many Magnetical Hooks x0 
draw thee ro Obedience : 'Thou wilt up and be 
doing, upon. this Conſideration, - that there is 
enough to be gotren by well-doing : Thou wilr 
heartily ſerve the Lord Chriſt, that Chriit that di- 
ed for thee, of whom thou knoweſt thou ſhalt re- 
ceive the Reward of the Inheritance, Col. 3, 2.3.24. 
who hath promiſed a reward ro the Gift af a 
Cup of cold Hater only, Mar. 10. 42. and there- 
fare will undoubredly give a great Reward to 
a conſtant courſe of fincere Obediegce. -'Thau 
wilt be forward ro do any thing for the Hope that 
is laid up for thee in Heaven, Col. 1. 5. conhider- 
ing, that all rhy good Duries and faithful Per- 
formances ſhall be faund unts Praije, and Honour, 
end Glory, at the appearing of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Per. 


tc 7. 

The deep Thoughts of the: heavenly Glory, 
wilt render the Duties of Religion eafie ro thee. 
The Meditation. of an everlalting heavenly 
Reft, will facilirate the Yoke, and lighren the 
Burden of . Chriſt ro thee. The Greatneſs of 
thy Reward will /efſex and take oft rhe Difi- 
culry of thy .Labour. - "Thou wilt furely think 
no Task, no Dury, 'no: Diligence, .no Care,” no 
Colt, no Pains too mwch ro ger ro Heaven, which 
at laſt. will fully make amends. for. all. Thou 
wilt firive to do thy beſt in all thou: doeſt, be- 
cauſe, as Apelles ſaid of bis great care.mdraw- 
mg a-yery curious Picture, Pigno /Etexuitats, L 
Lin for Eternity ; fo, whatloever thaw doelk; 
thou dgeſt for Glory, Fiangur, Lmmoetality, a 
bleſſed Eternity. | It 
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If by rhe Eternity of thy Feliciry, were meant 
only 'an /Zvum of very long Duration, Jer it 
would ſeem a weighty Motive to any conſideri 
rational-Man, to engage him to Godlineſs _ 
Chriſtianiry, and to oblige him ro Induſtry and, 
Activiry : Burt when the Goſpel-revelarion does 
give thee aſſurance of the PR—_ and endleſi 
Duration of this Feliciry, the due confiderarion 
of ſo great and. iafinite a Reward, will have a. 
more forcible powerful Influence upon thee. It 
greatly raiſed, and much affected David's heagt) 
ro- beable to ſay ro: God, Thou haſt ſpoken of thy: 
Servant's Houſe for a great while to' come, 2 Sam. 
+. 19, How then 1s it likely ro. ſpirit and 
encourage thee, to conſider that God has ipo- 
ken of an heavenly Happineſs to be. beſtowed, 
upon thee, that ſhall /afſt as long as Eternity ut 
felf,\ rhar ſhall laſt as long as God Pamfelf 

The ſerious "Thoughts of a perfect heavenly 
Srate of erernal Bliſs, will quicken and encou- 
rage thee not only to do, bur to Juffer any thing 
for God, and Chritt ard the Goſpel : ro che 
with Moſes rather to ſuffer Afiittion with the Peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for 
a' Seaſon ; eſteeming the Reproach . of Chriſt (or, 
for Chriſt). far greater Riches. than any Worldly 
Treaſures our 2. reſpett unts; the Recompenſe of 
#he Reward, Heb. 11. 25,26. And,with Chriſt, for 
the Foy that is ſet: before. thee, ro endure the Croſs; 
and deſpiſe the Shame, c. 12. v. 2. To rejoyce t0 
be a Partaker of: Chriſt's Sufferings, that when his 
nar berevealed, thou mayelt be glad. alſs. 
With exceeding 'joy, 1 Per. 4. 13. To be ready 
w take joyfully. the Jpoiling of thy Goods, Knowing 
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in thy ſelf that thou haſt in Heaven « better, and an 
endiring Subſtance, Heb. 10. 34, 35, 36. Burt 
of this I ſhall ſpeak more under the nexr Head. 
That is the firſt, The ferious conſideration and 
earneſt expectation ofa vait and ample Reward 
in Heaven, will encourage and enable thee nor 
anly to do, bur to ſuffer for Chriſt Jeſus. 

(2.) The Conſideration of a furure perfect 
heavenly happineſs, will help and enable thee ro 
refift and repel both the fair and furious Temptati- 
ons of Satan. By Meditation, pur on for an Hel- 
met the Hope of Salvation, and that will defend 
thee againlt the Aſſaulrts, and will ward off the 
Blows of the Devil. Ir will, 

+ {1.] Enable thee to anſwer and oppoſe the ſub- 
tile and powerful Temptations of - Satan, when he 
fairly promiſes any pleaſing Good to thee. "The con- 
fideration of what God offers thee, 'will make 
thee reject and difdain whateyerSatan for the pre- 
ſent proffers thee, becauſe he can make no pro 
valuable and conſiderable, equal and aafwerable 
to what God has made in the Goſpel ro thee. 
This $92 will preſently pur our the Light of all 
his ewink/ing Ye . As Saul ſaid to his Seryants, 
to keep them from falling away to David, Will 
the Son of Jeſle give every one of you Fields, and 
Vineyards, and make you all Captains of thouſands, 
and Captains of hundreds ? 1 Sam. 22. 7. So thou 
wit fay ro thy conſidering ſelf, are rhe Devil and 
the Y/orld able ro afford me thoſe Honours and 
Dignities, Riches and Treaſures, Delights and 
Pleaſures, and ro entertain me with fuck a Pa. 
radiſe as God hath prepared for me, and promi- 
kd to me ? Are the Devil, and the Warld, and 
all 
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all the Pleaſures of Sin, which are flight, and 
ſhorr, and laſt but for a. Seaſon,.. ever able'to 
makg me amends, if | make 4: refuſal of God's 
kindneſs 2- Are they ever able to countervail, atid 
make up the Lofs of God, and Chriſt, and the 
Heavenly Kingdom t0 me-? Whar's all the out- 
ward Splendor and .G/ory of this World, tothe 
mcomparable unconceiveable Glory of Heaven? 
Whar are theſe. Meats, 4nd Drinks here below, 
to. the celeſt;al. Foed, and. the full. farisfaction'iof 
ol wy ſpiritual Deſires? EBT IINN all _ 
thy zmpure pleaſures here, to rhe: enjoyment 
the Fer. 6 k. worape pe Angels, and the glori« 
ous preſence of the #mwmnaculate.Lamb hereafter? 
How. are all the pleyſures. of '$in; put irr the 
Baljancs againit' the, Joys of Heaven, but-as's 
Featber;agaialt. a ,Mountams, How: poor and 
wrgarin ace all the Rj6/es.on- Earth; ta the-valt 
{are Treaſures laid-up for me in. Heaven? 
How meana Cotage,! what a very Dunghil is the: 


moſt fumpruous Building, /and ; ftarely Habita« - 


tipn. here,; to. the, beaurifial, ſpatious, glorious 
heavenly Pa/ace ? : What wit: Meeds, and: forty 
Razs, ;are the coſtliett Garments and richeſt 
Apparel here, to the white Ornaments, and glo- 
rious Robes of Saints.trumphant in Heaven ? 
How contemptible and deipicable is all Honow 
with. Men, in compariſon of Honour with Ged 
2nd Angels? any. ſecular Preferment, and world- 
ty Power, .in'reipect of | rhe heavenly Crown and 
Kingdom ? Whaz. Invication : or Inducement is 
this canal Company to me, that I ſhould fo covet 
and fondly embrace their Sociery, to the Loſs 
and Forfeiture of all bi:fed Fellowſhip with _ 
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and Chriſt,. with Saints and Angels, to all Erer- 

ity 2 Shall I ever become ſuch a meer Bedlam, 
ms Beaſt, as to flight and undervalue 
a perfect State of heavenly Glory. and to place 
my. Happineſs in. Senſuality and Fleſh-pleating ? 
Further, 

2:] The Meditation of the high and heaven- 
ly Felicity and Glory, will ſerve xo counterpoife 
he heaucft Temptation, when. Satan, or. his In- 
ſrumeors fhall zerribly temper thee, and ſharply 
afſaulr thee, by threatning any great and grievons 


' Exel to thee. If Satax threatcn thee with Per- 


feeutien, with the /ofs of thy Ef ate, or of tem- 
pre ſelf, -rhis. will indruct thee 10 tell. 

myxbar Chrift higaleli hath cold thee, that Blef- 
ſed are they which are, perſecuted for. Righteouſneſs 
ſake; for theirs ss the Kyngdoms of | Heaven : That 
bleſſed art thou 'when''men ſhall revile thee; and 
paſecute thee, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil agaiuſt 
thee falſely for Chriſt's ſaks : that then thou mult. 


-| *rejaice, and be exceeding glad, for great is thy Re-. 
"ward i Heaven, Mar..5. 10, 11,12. I hat every: 


ae that hath forſaken Houſes, or Brethren or - Siſ- 
ters, or. Father, «x Mother; or Wife, or Children, 
or Lands, for Chriſt s Names ſake, ſhatl receive an 
bundred-fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting Life, 
C.19.V.29, 'Fhat whoſoever will ſave bis Life, 
ſhall loſe it : and. whoſcever. will laſe. bis Life for 
Clrift s ſake ſhall find it, 'c. 16. 25. It-will enable 
thee tO tell the Devil, what the great Apoſtle of 
Chriſt has e/d thee ; That 5f thou fuffereſt; thou 
ſhalt alſo reign with Chriſt, afd be:gherified wwth 
lim: but zf theu deniſtc him, he - alſo will deny 


#bee, 2, Tim. 2. 12...1 hat thou reckoneſt, __ 
_ 
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the Sufferings of this preſent time'are not worthyite 
be compared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed 
in thee, Rom. 8. 17, 18. 'That thy /ight afflifiion, 
which is but for a moment, not only worketh, but 
worketh out for thee a far more exceeding and eter. 
nal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. This willcauſe 
thee to be in nothing terrified by thy Adverſarie: 
(the Agents of Saran, and Inſtruments of the 
Devil) which is ts them an evident Token of Per- 
dition, but to thee of Salvation, and that of God, 
Phil. 1.28. The Conſideration of a fure, full, 
everlaſting, heavenly Reward, will keep thee 
from ſticking at any Suffering. Satan can never 
rerrifie and diſhearren thee with the fear of 
Death, or temporal Torments ; bur thon' wit 
be able pariently ro endure, and chearfully w 
go through any Suffering, if -thou doeſt bur 
weigh the Recompenſe of Reward, and well con- 
fider, thar eternal Salvation will richly com 
fare the ſuffering Chriſtian, Thar is the ſand 
Advantage of the fore-mentioned Meditations ; 
the confideration of —_—_ Stare of Heavenly 
Glory, will help and enable thee to reſiſt and 
repel thee taking, or terrible, the flattering, # 
affrighting Temptations of Satan. 

(3:) The due Conſideration of a perfect State 
of heavenly Glory, wilt enable rhee to /ive in 
an holy Contempt of this prefent World, and in 
the ſerious, real, viſible Exerciſe of conſtant *bea- 
venly-mindedneſs. W104 

[1.] The-often renewed Thoughts of-a future 
perfect heavenly Happineſs, will effeCtually 
provoke thee #o live in a manifeſt, rational, hob, 
Contempt of all external and earthly Thngy 
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and in quiet Contentment with what Share and 
Allowance God allots and affords thee of out- 
ward Comforts and Accemmodarions here in 
this World. 

"Twill cauſe thee to ſight and underyalue the 
Things of the World, which God in the Goſ- 
pel has ſo d:ygraced and diſparaged ; Todeſpiſe 
and contemn them in thy Judgment, Aﬀections, 
Speeches Actions, 5 compariſon of the nobler, 
ncher Things to be enjoyed in the other 
World. The raifed Thoughts of a celeſtial 
Happineſi, will teach thee to rake all ſublunary 
Glory for a Shadow, or a Dream ; and move thee 
to complain of rhe World's Derage in the pa- 
thetical Words of that divine Poer, 


But Oh the Folly of diſtrafted Men, 

Who Griefs in earneſt. Foies in jeft purſue ; 

Preferring, like brute Beaſts, a loathſome Den 

Before a Court, ev'nthat above ſo clear, 

Where are no Sorrows , but Deli 'ghts more true 
Than Msſeries are here ! 


Theſe Thoughts will preſerve thee from being 
ſo fooliſh as ro mind Baubles,and to follow after 
Butter flies: from being excefſively fond and 
greedy of a rickling, tranſient Pleaſure ; from 
catching earneſtly at a Vapour, a Puff of Hon- 
our ; from ſtooping low ro a baſe and filthy 
Clod of Earth ; from ftriving over-eagerly for 
any of this World's Goods, which thou muſt 
certainly ſoon part with, .and which if thou 
couldit hold never ſo fait, and keep never ſo 
long, thou couldit find no ſolid, real, n__ 

ap- 
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Happineſs in : From envying thoſe that have 
their Portion in this Life ': Pſal. 7. 14; "And 
will caafe thee ro dread rhe Thoughts of ye. 
ceiving thy good Things, Luke 16. 2.5. thy Conſola- 
tion here: chap. 6. 24. To tremble to think of 
going ſhortly our of this World, and leayi 
all thou haſt behind rhee;and of having nothing 
ar /all rhat' is #ruly good ro reap and receive 
in another World. The Meditation of heaven- 
ly Proviſions and Enjoyments , will wean and 
looſen thy Hearc from, deaden and diſaffect it w 
the drofſy or kexy Things of this baſe and dull 
Earth, which ace wholly unworthy of the 
choice Aﬀections of thy heaven born Soul, 1t 
will direct thee to ufe this World', as if thou 
did{t nor uſe it ; ro ſe earthly Things, but 
not ro mind. them, nor with thy ' whole Heart 
to defire\ rhem, nor to place thy Hdppineſiin 
rhem,nor to dll thy Appetere ro heayerily things 
by them. yo 
To confider ſeriouſly, that God has provided 
ſuch Riches and "Treaſures in another World 
for thee, thr is a likely Means to free thee from 
affetting inordinately Worldly Greatneſs, and w 
moderate thy Defires and Endeavours afret 
earthly Things ; ro enable thee to live with- 
out them, to live above them, to' have thy Com 
verſation here without Covetouſneſs, and to bs 
coxtekt | with fuch Things as thou hatt in thy 
Paſſage aad Way to Heaven, fince Heaven will 
anake __ at" laſt : Reckoning with thy fel, 
thar the diſcontent of thy life would be a kindot 
rude Blaſphemy againſt Heaven:; a pronouncing 
and proc/aiming of all the promiſed Glory of Res 
wen, 


3 > 5 mp on JJIJRYO nmr DccCND ns 6 


= >= 1&0 Dp as >» 


| ll a. nd. 4 


"ry 


= 


-———— Si. rad. 


S = 


Land 
> 


_ 5 & 


—- 
I 


Ta nA kuQu F395 =aAa 33 


— 


4 good Duty mm evil Dares. 407 


ven, what Solomon does of all earthlyGlory,thar 
this alſo Vanity: A telling all rhe World, rhar 
thou verily rhankeit, either there 1s 90 Heaven 
ar all, or, that Heaven is not enough to (arisfy 
thee. The fixed Thoughts of a promiſed hea- 
yenty Reward, will ſerve ro confirm and 
ftabliſh thy Heart againit worldly” exeeflive 
Fears, and Cares, and immoderate Labours; 
for outward and earthly Things; and will 
prompt thee ro argue thus with rhy ſelf, Why 
Hould I fear the lots of _——_ here in this 
World, when iris -1y Father's good Pleaſure to 
give-me 4 Kingdom ? And why thould 1 doubr 
of. earthly Necefſaries, when God has allotted 
and-apportioned an Heavenly Kingdom to me ?. 
If he hath promiſed me an Heavenly Kingdom, 
he won't wath-hold ſuch #emporal Stpplies as are 
necefſary for me in' my preſent Filgrimage : 
And what need I cark and care, labour and 
ſmear, toil and rrouble my ſelf for meer Un- 
wecefſaries, and vain and hurrful Superfluities ? 
[2:] The Meditation of a pertect heavenly 
Happineſs, will help thee to /ive in #he ſerious 
real viſible-Exerciſe ficonſtains heavenly-mindeaneſs ; 
10 ſeek and care for, to ſavour, and et thy Afﬀ- 
feftions on Things above, Col. 3. 1,2. to have 
thy Soul, like the Flame 'of a Candle,' always at- 
pring upward; to live by Fatth ; to affect the 
inedom of Heaven - (which * the primitzve 
Chriſtians had fo much mm their Hearts and 
Tongues, that the Heathen /yſpe&ted thev affefted' 
Ceſar's Empire) to deſire a better, that 1s, an 
beavenly Countrey, and ro look a for City which 
tas Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God 
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To have :thy Converſation in Heaven; to lead 
and frame thy Lite according to heavenly Ruler 
and Patterns, to order and to judge of 
thing with reſpe had to theſe heayenly Things; 
ro be ſo taken with their Beaury and Excellen- 
cy, Sweetneſs and Pleaſantneſs, as to thirſt af. 
ter them wirh an unfaridble Deſire, and to refer 
every thing to the obrainment of them. 

(4-) And laſtly, If God hath wrought ſuch due 
and requiſite Nualzfications in thee, as may fit 
and prepare thee for an heavenly State ; thy 
Medit#t:0n then of a perfect Stare of heavenly 


Happineſs, will provoke thee ro /ive in daih 


thankful, delightful fore-thoughts, and ſweet re- 


freſhing comfortable fore-taſtes of a pertect State 
of (wi Jhrs Glory, and bleſſed celeſtial Immor- 
rality. Ir will invite, and conſtrain thee to 
think and fpeak, well of God and Religion ; to 
taud and magnifie the Divine Munificence, to 
admire and extol the Bounty of God, who 
ſweetly and kindly allures thee to Piery by a 
moiſt ample and ineitimable reward, and inga- 
ges ro give thee ſuch great Mages for fo little 
Work, eternal Life for the Labour and Service 
of a few Years ; an exceeding eternal weight 
of Glory for ſuch ſmall Pains ſpent in a ſhort 
Race; who, though thou maieſt jomerimes itart 
aſide, or ſtumble in the way, yet will not deny 
thee thy Reward, nor leflen thy Crown ; bur 
if thou doeſt thy beſt, will reward thy. Since- 
rity largely and liberally, and will abundantly 
recompenle the very meanelt fairhful pertor- 
mance, the giving but a Cup of col.{ Vater in the 
Name of a Diſciple, Ix will excite thee eh 4 
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a good Duty in evil Daies, 40g 
thavks to God, who hath begotten #hee again te 
a lively; Hope, and made thee very rich in Hope. 
[::wilLenable rhee-ro live comfortably, and 
walk cheerfully, as an Heir of the Promiſes, an 
Heir of the Grace of Life, of eternal Life or Glo- 

which will be beſtowed by the free Grace 
and favour of: God : To rejoice with Joy un- 

le, and full of Glory; as one whoſe 

Nume 3s written in Heaven, and that haſt a Man- 
fon prepared by Chritt in; Heaven for thee : 
Tairejoice/ and be exceeding glad, ro conſider 
that great is thy Reward in Heaven : To rejoice 
in the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, in the earne/? 
of the Spirit, which is the earneſt of thy Inheritance 
gi by God as a Pledge, or firſt part of Pay- 
ment of that Inherirance which he Each deſtind 
ro thee : Tofirdown;.and = [ri and vent thy 
Thoughts in rhe feeling affectionate words of 
the fore-cited /weee Singer, 
ad 124 BY 

If :thy firſt glance ſo be, 
'd, and ſeal'd up again ; 

What wonders ſhall we feel, when we ſhall ſee 

, | When thou ſhalt look as out of fins 
And one AſpeF of thine.fpend in Delight, 
More than a thouſand $1ms disburſe, in Light, 
In Heaven aboue | 


If thou ſhalr'uſe ro think much of Heaven, 
thou wilt rejoice in that Sight which thou ger- 
telt of God and Chriit here, as a real Pledge of 
a clearer Viſion,, and nearer Fruition of God 
and/Chriſt _—— Thou wilt rejoice in. that 


Communion 
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Communim Which thow holdeſt with the Saints 
#1 the Church here, as an earneſt andiaſſaraxce 
of thy Fellowſhip with chem m the! heavenly 
Glory kercafrer:: Thou wilt deligtic in-char mes- 
fire of \Spiritval Knowledge, and hoſe Begiu- 
mos Of _ 9 _ — here, as Tp 
hens and Pledpes of a ion of Know 
a perfeRtion o Life wg ro be — 
etyoyecd hereafter : 'Thy thankful, cheerfullif 
ail atifwer 'the Reward,” 'the 'Riches,| rhe 
Crown, the Kingdom, which God hath plainly 
proiniis'd thee; -and given a fure Earaeit, and 
certain Pledpe of to rhee. 


- the tuft of the fatr laſt Things propoſed as the 
oe oedrenth 


latter of 09 #1 order to 
i #he*ght Rodomption of Time. 


Ler Hell and its Tortweyts'be rhe SubjeR of ty 
foleunm and frequent Meditation, which will beof 
great Uſe 'and 'Advantape'to. thee, for prevent- 
sng themiſ=pending, promering the' right re- 
deeminng\ot thy Tims. . - 

Hope"of - Heaven, and Fear of Hell, are the 
greae nee pe to turn abour'our Wills, and 
the forcible $pring of vatl-our Adtions ; -antd\no- 

thing {o\/torg/y affefts as: Fear ; And we have 
aced enough 4n this preſent State, to ger evey 
. Aﬀeftion wrought upon, and to ule all poſſible 
Mrtives with our ſelves, for the furchering and 
promoting the Salvarion of our Souls. -And 
rhereſbrefarely, ſhe was over hafty, andadtel 
'raſhly, that/maabour the Ciry with a Brand f 
Fire'in one Hand, and a Bottle of Yater-in the | 


Xx 


d_ TS, 3 I” Sw © = 2 =» 2 ww @* 


agud Dity in evil Daicr. 411 
other, and ſaid, Her buſineſs was to ſet Heavey 
on fire with the owe, and to queuch Hell flames with 
the other, that there might be neither of them left, 
guy prre Love ta move aud inczte her Piety. The 
devour vt. Berngrd purs us upon.a wiſer and bet- 
cer-courſe ; Let us go into Hell by Meditation, 
while we live, {ays he, that we may not go into 
Seriouſly conlider, that if thou ſhouldſt prove 
a final impenitent Sinner ; when thy Soul ſhall 
: the Tabernacle of thy Body, it ſhall pas 
Cmaiagcly into a Stete of Mi/ery, and dwell in 
the Region of Devils, and of evil diſconrented 
Spirirs ; ;and thar thou ſhalr be raiſed at the laſt 
Day to the Re/urrefion of Damnation, Fohn 5. 
29. t0'\Shame and everlaſting Contempt, Dan. 12. 
2. be ratled, as a Melefattor is ferched our of 
Priſan,,-xo appear in Judgment firſt, and then 
itq be:had'ro the place af Execution : be rai/ed, 
"though: (ro 'uſe the words of Minucius Felix) 
'thou wouldſt rather ohuſe ts be annihilated, than 
to be reſtored and raiſed again to Puniſhment. 
Thar then rhou ſhalt be ranked among the 
Gaats.on the /eft Hand, and ſenrenced to depart, 
Mar. 25:41. 'Lhat then thou ſhalt be excluded, 
and baruiſhd from the Face and Favour, the 
comfortable Preſence, and bleſſed Enjoyment of 
God and Chriit in Glory, 2 Thef. r. 9. That 
thou ſhalr ſuffer the Loſs of all thy outward and 
earthly Enjoyments ; have imperuous Dejires after 
rerrene and ſenſual Things ttill remaining, and 
yer wart the Objets which ſhould ſuit and fatis- 
hie, pleaſe and gratifie thoſe Deſires : Burt thar 
thy greateſt ——_— ſhall. confilt, in rhe Leſs 
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of 
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of God and Chriſt, and of all ' real ſubſtantia 
Good, r4 the Loſs of God and Chriſt, the chief- 
eſt Good. | 
4 Confider further, That thow ſhalt be forc'd 
0 ic ao from Chriſt inro _—_— 3 NOt a" pling 
#ng, bur plaguing ; not a purifying, at omen 
Eire : Tharir Bl be "x nal pain, that wi 
ariſe from an acute Feeling and [zvely Senſe of 
the unutterable Loſſes, and unrecoverable Damages 
thou ſhalrthen ſuftain by reaſon of rhy Sin; 
from a quick and terrible Apprehenſfion that 
thou art bereaved of God,” forſaken of Chrit, 
and utterly deprived of all the glorious Good 
that was fo fairly offer'd to thee ; 'and from the 
ſad Conſideration, that they whom thou didſt 
deſpiſe and vilifie, and trample -on ' here on 
Earth, and account the very Off-ſcouring of the 
World, are at laſt poſſeſs'd and made -partakets 
of thar bliſsfnl Srate which-rhou findett :hy ſelf 
deprived of : As it heightned and aggravated 
Drves's Miſery, to behold Lazarus in Abrahams 
Boſom. 

Bur well confider, That this will not be all ; 
bur rhar rhere ſhall be a real Preſence of a!l Evil, 
as well as a privation of all Good :- Thar as 
all the Members of thy Body, and Powers of 
thy Soul, have been Weapons of Unrighreoul- 
neſs, ſo thou ſhalr be punithed in all the Parts 
of thy Body, and Faculties of thy Soul ; which 
then ſhall be made more capable ot Torment, and 
ſhall ſuffer pain withbur any Diverſion or Inter- 
oniſſion, Mitigation or Relaxation at all, finding 
229 Reft day nor night, Rev. 14. 11. Thar then 
thou ſhatt be filld with Horrour of Conſcience, 
troubled 
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good Duty. 1n evil Dates. 413 
rroubled; and -vexed to think and conſider, that 
allthe Torments thou indureſt are ſent in Fer 
geance, and inflicted by Divine Juſtice by way 
of Puniſhment tor thy wilful Faults, and volun- 
rary Crimes, and according to the meaſure of 
them. 

And. think again ; That as thou ſhalt ſuffer 
variety of Puniſhment, Puniſhment of Loff, and 
Puniſhment of Sex/e ; ſo thou ſhalr undergo ex- 
mremity of Torment : "That thou ſhalr be forc'd 
19. depart into Fire, the Fire, emphanically ; 
which wherher 1c ſhall 'be material, or metapho- 
neal, ſpeaks the ſharpneſs and ſeverity of thy 
Tarment. Thar: thoy fhalr be cait into Fire 
prepar dz. ſuffer a contrived Puniſhment, that 
El under the ſolenmity of a Preparation : Pre- 
pared by God, the wiſe and juſt Lord and Judge : 
For the Devil and bis Angels : A great and inevi- 
table Puniſhment ; ſuch as. the Devils muſt (ut- 
fer, and ſuch as thou muft ſuffer with the Devils : 
That if thou .ſerveſt the Devil here, thou mutt 
dwelt with him in Hell-fire, Mat. 25. 41. 
Andif it be fo pgreat an Afiition to the Peo- 
ple of God, who , Han a true Senſe and a right 
Fudement of Things, to be neceſſitated. ro live 
among the H/icked here in this World, Pf. 120, 
5- Think. then what a grievous Miſery it will be 
to'thee, when thy Eyes are opend in Hell, ro 
lee thy: ſelf under a neceſſity of dwelling cantinn- 
ally. with the Devils, and curſed Fiends af Hell. 

Think how it would ſcare thee almoſt our of 
thy. wits, to have the Devil frequently -appear to 
thee here ; and what Horror then ſhall fill thy 
Soul, when. thou ſhalt be banith'd from the 
SY Face - 
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Face of God, and Preſence of Chrift, and from 
Angels Sociery, and be joined in Fellowſhip with 
the Devil and his Angels; be ſhnt up in the 
darkeſt Den with that roaring Lion, and be chain- 
ed with rhe Devil infiery Ferrers. 

Nor will it at all re/ieve thee, to have Com 
| ge in all-thy Paiz and Diftres in Hell: 

ut the more there be that ſhall ſuffer with thee 
there, rhe /eſi exfe ard comfort ſhalt thou enjoy, 
for (as one of profonnd Judgment well © 
ſerves) there will be no Concord or Conſort there, 
nothins but perpetual Diſcord, which is always fo 
much the greater, by how marith thi Parties-diſcord- 
ing are more in nwnber : It being a Thing too 'woll 
known, that to live ty continual Diſcord, t 
but 0:7 Jome few, is a find of Hell here upon 
Earth. | 
-, Think yer further, The chy paniſtaent 

ell will taal, rorments be endkf, 
as well -as eek; ;+ thy Fire everlaſting, and 
ungnenchable, "Mar. 25. 41,46. & 3:12. 
thou ſhalr be rormmented #7 the Lake 'of Five td 
Brimſtont, day and nipht, for ever and 'evet, 
Rev. 20. 10. Thar if 1 were poſſible for one 
Eterniry ro be ſpent, for one ever to expire. ahd - 
come roan End, there ſhould be another ever for 
| thee to be tormented in: That in Hell 
Worm ſhall never die, Mark 9. 44, 46. That 
thou thalr be paniſhed with everlaſting Deftrutti- 
on from the preſence of the Lord, 2 Thel. 1: 9. 
'Thar thou ſhalr be deſtroyed in a moral, notin 
a natural Senfe : That thy Eſſence and Being 
ſhall be everlaſtingly preſerv'd; bur rhou ſhalr be 
everialtingly depriv'd of God, and Glory, - 
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# good Duty in evil Daies. 415 
of all that makes to thy well-berng 3 and ever- 
kſtingly aflicked and prnifſbed with all that 
rends'ro thy z/I-being : That as Nero refusd ro 
put Apollonius to Death, who was very defiros 
rodie; becauſe he. would nor ſo far gratifie bim/: 
And as: Tiberius Ceſar, when a. certain Offen- 
dor petition'd him to haften his Puniſhmeng, 
return d this Anfwer, Nondum teeny redis in 
gratiam : Stay, Sir, you and I are nor Friends 
yet: So, if rhou proveſt a danmed Perſon, that 
God won't be movd by all thy cntreaty to 
grant a quick and ſpeedy Diſpatch to-thee, nar 
after rhouſands and millions of. Years ſpent in: 
Torments, yield ro lerthee die atlaft : And that 
the Erernity of thy Torments, Will be the Hell 
of Hell, and the very Sting of the ſecond Death ; 
Thar the Eternity both of Loſs and: Senſe will 
even break the very Hearr of thee. 

If good Men bere do grieve and! mourn, when 
God withdraws and abſents. himſelf but for a: 
moment from them, rhink rhen how lamenta- 
ex and punt 


thee, ro be made /exſible hereafter, thar God will 
bide by Face from thee for ever. That if here 
thou art wablc to bear a tedious Fit of rhe Tooth- 
ach, Head-ach, Cholick, Gour, or Stone ; 
what then thou wilt do to endure 'thole akings of 
Hearr, and wounds of Spirir, and Convulkons 
of Conſcience, and complicated zorments of Soul 
and: Body, which will be the Portion of- damned 
Perſons to eternal Ages. And if it be for ſada 
Miſery for any to be burnt: to Death here, think 
then how incomparably greater a Miſery it will 
be, to be always burning and frying in Hell, and 
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Yer never to be burnt to Death there: Nay, if 
here to /ie long on a Bed of Down, or on a Bed 
of Roſes, ws not-once to riſe in ſeveral Tears 
together, would prove a grievous ſore Trou- 
ble and heavy AMiction ; what an overwhelm- 
ing Thought is this then of lying in Flames to al 
Eternity ? Z 

Confider here, that ſo great is the Folly of 
Man's Mind, and the Hardneſs of his Heart, 
and the Power of preſent ſenſual Allurements, 
that nothing leſs than the Threatning of an endleſi 
Miſery, was an apt and fit Inſtrument of Gods 
ruling and governing the: World: That Men 
would not have been: ſufficiently awed, and: ef- 
fectnally reftrain'd and deterr'd from Sin; and 
kept in - order and- obedience, if God: had nar 
intimated and forerold that the obſtinare Sinner 
ſhall certainly ſuffer perpetual Puniſhment in 
another World: : Thar it is 00 evident, that the 
Denunciation even of eternal Pain, and infinite 
Tormenr, does not move and ſway the greateſt 
part of Men; and therefore that the 'Threatnin 
of meer Annihilation, or of ſome lighter and 
ſhorter Puniſhment would ſurely have leſs | 
vaild and wrought upon the World. And 
now, when eyerlaſting Puniſhment is plainly 
threatned, thar.the juſt and holy Law-giver 
doth nor intend to affright thee with a Lie, ot 
with an uncertainty : That his Lhreatning is not 
like the predition of an Almanack; It may be 
ſo, it may be nor ; | Bur that he meaneth really 
ro execute and inflict the Penalry of erernal 
Puniſhment upon thee, in. caſe of thy final Im- 
penirency.and Diſobedience. 


Conſider: | 
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# good Ditty in evil Das: 
+ Confider moreover, That thy Puniſhmenr 
will be juſtly and deſeryedly everlaſting, if now 
thou ſfinneſt with a Mind, and Will and Di/- 
poſition to fin to Eternity, and wouldit fin on for 
ever here, and perſevere in eternal Contumacy, 
without end or term, if God ſhould nor break 
off the courſe of thy Sins, by purting a Period 
to. thy Dates. | 

Thar thy eternal Torment will be reaſonable- 
and equitable, if now when Life and Death, 
an Erernity of Happineſs, and an Erernity of 
Miſery are ſet before thee in this time .of * thy 
Trial and Probation, thou arr groſly wanting 
to thy ſelf, flighreſt and de/piſeſs eternal Happi- - 
ws, and ſo purteſt ir away trom thee for ever; 
and draweſt wilfully erernal Miſery upon thy 
ſelf. If here thou cloſeſt with what is preſent, 
and Jetreſt po whar is future, (as that vile and 
wretched Cardinal did, who preferr'd his pre- 
ſent partin Pars before his future part'in Para- 
diſe) hadit rather have any thing in poſſeſſion, 
than never ſo much in reverſion ; and (o-greedily 
catchelt ar the preſent Pleafures of Sin for a ſea- 


417 


ſon, and refuſett the Favour of God, and the : 


Joys and Blefſedneſs of the World to come ; 
thou haſt nothing to complain of for. thy Loſs of. 
Heaven, bur thy own free Choice. 

And as for Pain of Senſe, though thon doeft 
not expreſsly chule it in 3ts ſelf, yer it thou chuſeſt 
it.amplicitly in the cauſes of it ; If now thou chu« 


ſeſt that Sin to which ſuch Torment is by the Law 


of God annex'd, and deliberately and reſolved- 


ly to the very laft, eagerly purfueſt rhoſe finful : 


Pleaſures and. Profits, which God hath plainly ; 
p fs, old. 
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41s Re demptoon of Time 
ro!d rhee will be ſurely followed with ne le 
than everlaſting Tormenrs ; And takeft as mich 
or more pains in the ways of Sin to go to Hell, 
than would have fery'd ro get ro Heaven; 
t' ou wilr have none to blame at laſt of Cruelry 
toward thee bur thy ſelf ; no reaſon to cry out of 
the Divine Severity, when thou haſt bur the con- 
ſequents of thy wilful choice: For God puts 
things to thy own Choice, and intrearts thee to be 
careful to, chuſe aright, and will ar laſt only 
ſuffer thee ro inherir thy own fool/;ſh option, and 
evil choice, which here thou madeſt ro rhy erer- 
wal Rune. 

Conſider once more, That all Hell 5s not in 
another Life : That if thou beeſt a wicked Per- 
fon, thou haſt an Argument within thee ro con- 
vince thee that there is an Hel/, when thy Con- 
Tcience pains and: g pes thee, and. is #00. hot for 
thee : Thar the preſent ſecret Checks, and e- 
vere Rebukes. of thy own Conſcience, are an 
Emblem and Repreſentation, and a kind of Aw 
zicipation of Hell 'Torments :- That now thou 
bveſt even in the Suburks.of Hell : Fhart rhon. 
feeleſt the Vi/ture preying berimes upon thee : 
the YYorm crawling early in thy Bolom, and 
beginning to .gnaw- thee eyen 1n this Life : 
Thar thou hatt an tne, or Peſuvits, ar leaft 
£ ma: Sporks of the helliſh Fire already kindled 
in thy own Breaſt ; ſome prelibations and fore- 
zaſtes.of thoſe Vials of Wrath that are prepared, 
and reſerved for thee ; ſame Drops ler fall 
en thee of that Ocean of Wrath thar is lik 
@« laſt ro overwhelm rhee-: That thou” carrieſt 


the S/{phure of Hell about thee, and thy Hel . . 


alrcady. 
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4a ov0d Duty in evil 'Daies. 419; 
already, even here upon Earth, begun within 
thee : Thar though thou beeſt not atualy in the: 
yery Place of Hell, yer thou knowelt that eter-. 
wal Woes are due to thee 5 and findeſt that rhis. 
s a preſent Torment to thee, in the midſt of thy 

earelt ourward worldly Enjoyments ;- as- a 
Peron is ſcorch'd with a burning'Fever, though: 
he lie "upon. Bed. of | Ivory, th a Chamber- 
nchly furniſh'd and + hung with the fineſt Ta-- 
peſtry, or adornd with rare and curious Pi-- 
(tures, and rendred as delightful and pleaſant: 
ascan be. 

Call here ro mind, how ſome that have been: 
only ſing d by. this Fire, and have had no more- 
than rhe Smel thereof paſſing upon them ;. have: 
been mo't rueful amazing Spetacles- ro all Be-- 
helders, through that Horrour and Terrour of. 
Conſcience, which was bur an Image and-Re-- 
ſemblance of Hell-Tormenrs : And it rhe begin-- 
wngs of rheſe Sorrows-be- ſo dreadful here in: 
ths World; conſider how unſufferable then rhe 


full meaſure thereof will certainly be in the Hrld: 


fo come. 

Think earneſtly and often . of theſe. rhings, 
and ſee how ſtrangely. they will operate. with: 
thee. Mr. Bihney the Martyr did diverſe times: 
in his Impriſonment, pur his' Finger ro the: 
Flame of the Candle, ro feel. and try the Heart: 
of the Fire before his Execution : Do thou. by 
Meditation flaſh Hell-fire in thy. own Face,” and: 
burn the Brimitone of Hell at thy own Noftrils :: 
Uſe thy. ſelf ro ſerious Thoughts of. Hell : Sir: 
down and confider, whether: thou art able ro» 
bear thoſe. Tarments, ro.dwell with: thar:con 

| ſuming? 


420 Redemption of Time 
ſaming Fire, »to abide with thoſe everkaſh 
Burnings. © Purſue theſe Thoughts, and often re- 
new and repeat theſe Conſiderations ; and 
this is likely to ftartle and awaken thee, to 
rouſe and raiſe thee out of thy carnal Security. 
Labour by Meditation to preſentiate, and to 
reallize rhe intolerable Torments of Hell tothy 
ſelf ; and work the Thoughts of the Things 
foremenrioned, upon thy Heart, untit thou art 
ſuitably ans with them, and tully reſolv'd to 
#nſwer the Ends of the Threatning of them. 
Thy Meditation of Hell-torments will be a 
ro beger ſtirring and [zvely Aﬀetions in rhee : i 
will be uſeful ro with-hald or with-draw thee 
from $in, which has ſuch a dreadful Iſſue ; To 
keep, or take thee off -from living in ſuch a 
courſe, wherein every A is a ſtep to Perdit- 
on: To reſtrain thee from great Sins _—_ 
Iy. Thou wilt nor chuſe to live withour in 
this V/Y/orld, for fear thou ſhouldſt be forc'd to 
live without_ God in the other World TT hou 
wilr nor dare to continue in wilful- Ignorance, or 
Diſobedzence, conſidering that Chriſt will come 
in flaming Fire, to take Vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
2 Thel. 1.8, 9. Thou wilt not give way. to 
Unbelief, conſidering it is the damning Sin ; Not 
live and die in walful Impenitency, leſt thou 
riſh erernally. Thou wilt not ſurely be 
dly guilty of fuch open Profaneneſs and groſs 
Impiety, as to bid God damn thee, damn thee 
Body. and Soul ; and the Devil take thee: Thou 
wilt never ule ſuch curfed Forms of Speceh thy 
- _ Eff; and wilttremble to hear ſuch horrid, and 
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| VWanton, who made profeſſion of great Love to 
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worſe than helliſh Words, proceed from the 
Mouths of mad and deſperate Sinners. Nor 
wilt thou offer to cheriſh and nouriſh hidden 
Hypocriſie ; fince Hell is prepar'd- of purpole for 
thpecrites, and the Puniſhment of Hypocrites is 
made rhe Standard of the Infernal Sufferings of 
other Sinners ; whole portion. ſhall be appornted. 
mirb Hypocrites, Mat. 24. 51. Thou wilt not 
indulge thy ſelf in Senſua/zty and Volupruouſ- 
nels, which has a terrible Ye denounc'd 
againſt it, I/2, 5. 11, 12, 14. Thou wilt not 
deſtroy thy Soul for the Pampering of thy Body, 
loſe fulneſs of Fey for the plealing of a ſmgle 
Senſe, rivers of Pleaſures for a ſuperfluous Cup 
of Drink, Pleaſures at God's. right hand for ever- 
more, for the Pleaſures of Sin which are but for 
4 ſeaſon, for .a minute, for x moment. Thou 
wilt not take thy ſhort Pleaſure, to pay ſo dear 
as to ſuffer eternal Pain for ir. Thou wilr nor 
allow thy ſelf in Intemperance ; Nor venture 
to walk after the fleſh in the Luſt of Uncleanneſs, 
remembring that the Lord knoweth how to reſerve 
ſuch Perſons chiefly unto the Day of Fudgment to 
be puniſhed, 2, Per. 2. 9, 10. And well knowing, 
that neither Fornicators, nor Adulterers, ſhall in- 
berit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Thou 
wilt not burx in the fire of Luft, leit ar laſt thou 
beeſt ſcorch'd in the flames of »Hell : Thou wilt 
ſet the Fire of Hell in oppolition to the Fire of 
Luſt, that the one may abate and pur out the 
other. As it is ſtoried of a verruqus. Chriſtian 
Woman, that being rempred, and earneltly ſolt- 
cited ro yield ro commir Folly with a certain 


her 
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her, and how ready he was to do: any thing 
for her fake. To convince him, and rodeliver- 
her ſelf our of rhe Temprarion, the ftrair requeſt. 


ed this one-+hing of him, that he would hold the: 


Tvp of his Finger in the Flame of the Candle for 
one Luarter of an Hour : He ſhrunk, and wew- 
dered ar_the Propofition : Bur f you be loth,' faid 
ſhe, at my deſire to indure ſuch Pain for a Duar- 
ter of an Hour, how can you expet that I, for 
your pleaſure, ſhould expoſe my Jelf to ſuffer for ever 
in Soul and Body, the Wrath of God, and the eter 
nal Flames 'of Hell-fire. "Thou wilt reſolve de- 


liberately, and endeavour carefully ro refrain: 


had Company. When ever idle and evil: Com- 
panions. rempt thee, and ſay, Come, to thee; 
thou 'wik ready to think preſently how 
Chriſt will fay at Laſt Day, Depare from me: 
Thou wilt take heed of doing the Devils Wirk, 
for fear of {ſuffering rhe Devils Puniſhment. 
Thon wilt have no Intimacy and Familiarity 
with the Devil now ; thou: wilt nor give him. 
heart-room, nor houſe-room, leſt thou beeſt com 
pell 410 bear him' company in Hellfire for eves 
hereafrer. Thou wit by no.means be of the 
Dewvits Party, nor fide and affociate with the 
Ungodly, and fo-deſerve to be kepr-and cont 
naed in that Society, which was formerly choſen: 
by thee, and acceptable ro rhee. Thou wik 
alfo zealouſly flee Idplatry, and hate and abo- 


minate that Religion whevein the practice of | 


groſs Idolatry-is made _neceflary:; rhe Worlhip- 


ping of Images, of Bread and Wine in the Eu-. | 


charifſt, the Worſhipping and Invocating of 
Sainrs and Angels ; Conkdering, thar. Idolator: 


are | 
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# good Duty in evil Dajes, Jaz 
xe of the Number of thoſe tharſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9. but are 
appointed ro have their part in the Lake which 
hurneth with Fire and Brimſtone, Rev. 21. 8. 


| Nor wilr thou fall inconfiderarely into damna- 


ble Herefie, nor hold fo grofsly corrupt Opini- 
ons as may bring upon: thee ſwift Deſtrufion, 
;Pe® 2. 1. nor be deluded to believe the Lies 
of Antichriſt, ro-rhy utter peri/hmg, and eternal 
undoing, 2 The/. 2. 10, 12. Fhou wilt abhor 
wilfal Lying, ro fave thy Credir, or ger Gain ; 
and hate to fer thy Servants to rell Lies, to 
yend thy Wares, and pur off thy Commodities. 
Thou wilt be loth, by a gainful Lie; ro cheat 
thy Brother of Twelve-pence, and to loſe thy Soul 
by the bargain, remembring that Lying i a- 
damnable Sim, and thar all Liars ſhall have their 

tih the Lake which burneth with Fire and 

imſtone ; which is the ſecond Death. Rev.. 
21. 8. 

Thou wilt be fearful of ſpeaking any thing 
that looks like Detraftion ; ftill minding thy /elf, 
that /Þifperers. and Back-biters are join'd in the 
Caralogue with Haters of God, who.are worthy 
eo Death, Rom. 1. 29, 30, 32. And thar'he' rhat 
Batk-biteth with bs Tongue, and tdkhethup- a Re- 


proach againſt hs Neighbour, is not likely to dwell: 


i Gods. holy City, P\. 15.1, 3. That if thou 
ſhouldft prove ſuch. a Devil Incarnate, thon wilt 
be fir ro keep- company erually with rhe 
Devil and bx. Angels: That it thy Tongue ſhould 


| herebeſo ſet. on Fire of Hell, ir would prefage 


thar without Repentance and Reformarion, it 
will farely be fer on Fire in Hell, _y 
Wu: 
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- Thou wilt watch.againſt , the-rifing of ,raſþ 
Anger, which is a | $1n\ thathas Hell at the heels 
of :t ;.,and be careful to prevent its breaking 
out in-Expreflion or Action ; revolving in thy 
Mind that of thy Saviour, Mat. 5. 22. Whe- 
foever ſhall ſay, Thou Fool, to his Brother, ſhall. 
be in danger of - Hell-fire. [Thou wilt dread the 
Thoughts of Unfruitfulneſs under Mecansy has 
ving fixed . and imprinted this in thy Mind, 
That every-, Tree which bringeth nat forth good 
Fruit 1s hewn down, and caſt into the Fire, Mar. 3. 


io. And that Capernaum, which was exalted: 


unto Heaven by. her enjoyment of ſpecial Means, 
was threatned for want of anſwerable Improve- 
ment: 10 be brought. down to Hell, C. 11. v. 23, 
Thou, wilr nor harden thy. Heart in Unmercis 
Fulneſs.; pondering: in. thine Heart how Dizes 


in Hell wanted the. refreſhment of . a Drop . of 


Water, for refuſing to give poor Lazarus the 


ſmall comfort of a Crumb of Bread, when he- 


himſelf fared ſo ſumpruouſly, and feaſted delici- 


oully every Day. | Thou-wilt not. be wnmerciful. 


1n 7207 SUI » Nor in. xt . forgiving ;- never 
forgetting _ how \the - wicked uncompafiionare 


Servant in the Parable was delzvered by. his 


Lord to.the Tormentors.. Thou wilt ftrive and 
labour againſt ſinful, Fearfulneſs, and. not. . be 


drawn to do any Evil, or. omit any G 


againit clear and full Light.of Conſcience, for: 


Fear of any ourward Trouble or Danger ; re- 


collecting. in.,thy Thoughts, rhar. the, Fearfwl. 


ſhall have their. part #n the Lake which burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone, Rev. 21.8. Thoy 
wu be ready to ſet the Fear of God, and the- 
| | Fox. 
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4 good Duty in coil Dates. 425 
Fear of Hell againſt all carnat Fear of "Men, -or 
ef any temporal 'Evil whatſoever, Mar. 10. 
28; Lake 12. 5. As the Primitive; Marryrs did ; 
who when they were fſolicired by Heathen 
Eimperours to ſacrifice ro their Idols, with theſe 

ents, That then they ſhonld fave their 

Houſes and © Lands, and Liberties and Lives, 
kut ſhould otherwile lole all ; ' They-put off all 
with this Anſwer, Pardon us, O Emperour,* yet 
threaten a Priſon to us, but God threatens Hell ts 
: So Biblis (as Euſebins relates the Story) a 
Voman who having fainted before, ad re- 
nounced her Profeflion of. Chriſtianiry, ' onr of 
fear of ſuffering Perſecution, and being brought 
tothe Place: where: rhe Chriſtians: Bodies were © 
burntito - Athes, rhat orhers +might | be drawn 
from- their Profefſion by means of her expedted 
pablick Blaſphemous Denial and .Recantation ; 
was, at the very Hour of Suffering, thorough- 

awaken'd. as our of a-dead Sleep, by. rhe 
pon of thoſe Flames which were the Inftru- 
ments of the Martyrs Terments,”- to: confider 
the intolerable erernal Torrure of  Hell-fre, 
which ſhe muit unavoidably ſuffer, if ſhe ſhould 
dhonour Chriſt and his Religion, and aſperſe 
the innocent and unblameable Profeſſors: of 

t: And thus expelling the leſſer fear by- the 

greater, and- happily rerurning unto her ſelf, 
he diſappointed her Perſecutors Expectation ; 
and by being F1i:/{44 unto Deathy obtain'd the 

Crown of 4 Mart; of Feſus, and animared orhers 
tw endure the Croſs with Chriſtian Fortirude, 
and the Patience of the Saints. Fix thy Cogt- 
Wpns on the Infernal Flames, and this will 
3 make 
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__ os wa and pn ro _ 
er ro do, or ſuffer any thing here, than to /1 
the': fad - and coli TE of Hell fan. 
Concluding, that the Pains and Difficulties of 
Duty, are! no way comparable . ro rhe trouble 
ſome wneaſie Condition, -and piercing raging 
Pans of Hell :: yea, thar the Suffering of Mar- 
t:den here; is a light Affliction to the dreadful 
Suffering of Hellfire hereafter. 

Fhe ſerious frequent Medktarion of the ex- 
quihre- Puniſhments, and dolorous Torments 
of Hell, will-moreover powerfully wade 
thee 10 be far from. envying the greateſt Pro 
rity "of wicked Men ; who fhall one 

ethei! preſent Feliciry for exrream Wane, 
ant urmolſt Miſery ; loſe rhe Preſence of God 
and Chritt, and the full Fruirion of endleþ 
Pleaſures in Heaven, and ſuffer an Eternity of 
dittracting Pains, and racking heart-rennng 
Forments in Hell, for a few bitter-ſweet trap 
Fient- Pleaſures/here- on Barrh. Yea, this will 
help thee” to bear any ourward Afﬀiiction' ps- 
fiently, and quietly to accepr'of any remporal 
Puniſhment of - thy Iniquiry ; conſidering 
thou deſerveſt Hell ir ſelf, and that all rhy pre 
ſent Straits and Sufferings are nothing to the 
Wants and Loſſes, the Pains and Mileries, of 
damned Perſons. That eminent Partern of 
Chriſtian Patience, rhe hoty Mr. Feremy Vi 
taker, did humbly adore Gods Goodneſs in the 
midtt of his foreſt ſharpeſt Sufferings, and vio- 
lent, cxcruciating, racking and grinding Pains, 
which were caus d and Ana by a complt- 
cation of- acute 'Difcaſes, the Stone, Ulcer, 
| Gangrene ;, 
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a g00a Duty in evil Daits.” 427 
ene ;| and expreſſed himfelf with mat- 
yellous Meekneſs in fuch Words as theſe; 
Id; thon gioeſt me no occaſion to: have any hard 
Thughts of thee, O who would nat even in 
Iimms, have honearable Thonghts of God? ' Bleſ- 
ſid be God there i nothing -of | Hell in all: thts. 
Again; This will rchroughly awaken and 
qicken thee ro-rake heed of beginming that: Hell 
tere, which will be compleared ana confum- 
mated hercafter:of being now of an hellifh frame 
#d remper of Mind : of departing from, and 
ing wnhourGod and Chritt;winch is-not only 
Man s'Sin, but Miſery; which is ai'very Hell 
gm" Barth, and will be 'a'preat part of the future 
Rell: 'of commracting and (trengrhning wzc:ar bu- 
titrhere, and of ex thy felf ro the Miſery 
thit war ally ariſes from Sin .; ro the Rebukes 
ad Upbraidiogs of a guilry Conſcience : Con- 
ering with rhy felf, that an helliſh _ 
md Diſpoſition, if thou liveſt and dieftin-rhat 
Condition, will furely cotitinue and be confirm» 
& in the other'Warld'; and tharan beli/b State 
wit prepare thee for and bring thee ro the 
wy of Hell. This, will alſo engage thee ro 
ff God for Chriſt, for giving his only begot- 
ten Son to deliver thee from the Wrath to come, 
by ſuffering Tribulation and Anguith for thee, 
I Theſ.' 1. t6.- and net appointing thee to Wrath; 
bat to obtain Salvation by 'Feſfus Chriſt,” chap.s 
tr. 9; Andro be truely thankful to Feſurs Chriſt, 
who condeſcended to be forſaken of God, thar 
thou mighreſt not be torally deſerted.and eternal- 
|! forſaken of him ; and endured the Fire of God's 


Wrath, that thou mighrlt be perfectly freed for 
ever 


42:3 Redemption of Tine: 
ever from Hel{fere. This will provoke thee by 
Faith and Repenrance, and bringing forth Fruits 
meet for Repent ance,to flee from the Wrath t o come, 
Mat. 3. 7, 8. and to ſeek ro eſcape the Dann 
tsoniof Hell. And this will + thee to hate 
and:abaridon the. curſed Arts and wicked Waies 
of makeng others the Children of Hell ; chap. 23, 
15:\ro-dread the Thoughts: of ever becoming 
the unhappy: Inſtruments of hurrying any 
others ro Hel : And will incline thee, 1 Pity 
and. Charity to rhe Souls of Sinners, ro do thy 
beſt, by-all means poſlible, ro keep all about thee 
from running and falling into that place of Tars 
ment: Lake 16.28. ro be zealous and indulitri- 
ens to ſave*Souls from Death, Fames 5. 20. 19 
fave.:tbem with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire; 
Fude 2.3. As the Angels of old pluckt lingri 
Lot our-of Sodom, Gen. 19. 16.- Not to ſuffer 
thy Neighbour ever to go to Hell quietly ; but 
rather ro_rerrify thy. finful Brother, than to 
permit him.to miſcarry for, eyer. | 
 1Obj. But isnet this a faviſtx Temper, to. be 
moved to-my Duty our. of Fear of Hell 2 Should 
nor-the Love of God be the principle that acts 
us.2 and perfeft Love is. faid ro caſt out Fear, 
t Fobn. 4. 18. 

F anſwer:z, When al the Motives, and Inceny 
tives that poflibly can be made uſe of, will ſcarces 
þ effequally pur'ns upon. Duty. ; ſurely we 
have little-reaſon to ler go or lay aſide any. one of 
them ; but te ule whatever. may. work upon us, 
Love, or Hope, or Fear. And as for a Chriſtians 
Love ro God, it. does not here exclude 4 
Fear, becaule it.is, not. perfe#t in this Life. Io 
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indeed in the furwe Life caſt ' our all Fear 
of Damnation : And it may be. ſo perfeF in thu 
Life, as to baniſh and expel all; d:/tru/iful- cor- 
menting Fear ; which conſiſterh in! rerfitying 
<4 Apprehenſions thar God will -deal 
with a Man as a Slave ; take Adyantages of 
tim, condemn. and deſtroy him whenever he 
de amiſs : Bur'rhe true jincere:Love:of, God 1s 
fitly conſiſtent with a: filial, cautelous, preſerving, 
wenting Fear. A judicious Divine well ob- 
ng 1 ir 18a - «rp to _ bh 
Fear is only the Fear-of zemporal-Chaſtiſe- 
- and thar all Fear of Hel is eviſh : ra) 


filial Fear is a Fear of Hel; which yer is joind 


with fach a Perſwaſion of God's Lowe in to us, 
thatrwe conclude he will not caſt us off upon 
erery provocation'; and is accompanied with 
ſome. Love 5 11s | to. God, and with Care and 
Watchfulneſs, left we ſhould by Apoltaly-atid 
final Impenitency miſcarry eternally, 

The ninth Diretion. _. 

If you would redeem. the Time, you muſt 
endeavour to ſpiritualize your common and or- 
dinary worldly Employments : and:muſt rake 
are thar your natural, as well as civil, Actions 
partake of Religion. Favs Gy I 

1, You muſtendeavout to: fpiritugli4e your or- 
dnary civil or domeſtical Employments, by doing 
them all in Obedience of Faith, ann making them 
the Inſturments, whereby to ſhew 'forth your 
Honeſty, . Equiry, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and 
whatever Vertues. may. be. -exercisd 'therein, 
Youmuſt make conſcience to follow your call- 
wg our of an awful refpef to the Command —_ 
Go 5 
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Gol; ro do what you :doeven in civil Buſineb | 


in the Nwwe of Chrift as the Work of Chriſt, 
as you may ſay at'that-time, 'Now 1am about 
the'/Work':of God; and. of Jelus Chriſt; 
' thank 'God, my: Conicience _ me br 
am acting it Obedience ro Chrift, expecting a 
Bleſſeng ——_—_—_— do : and 1k 
ro receive na Reward Chriſt. [The A 
commands.Servaats, what/erver they do for Men, 
T0 do it heartily,as tothe "Lord ; to ferverheLad 
Chriſt 'in the Service they do to their earthly 
Maiters, - Cot :3. 23, 24: 

Thns w work for God and Chriſt, Gr that 
time 'to hour God and 'Chritt as much, nay 
more, 'by the neareſt tervile worldly Att, thaw 
you ſhould ſpend all thartime in Prayer, Medi- 

''ration, or ' atiy-other ſprztual Employment, 40 
which you had no) zent Call-at tack 2a mme. 
The devour Herbert, mn one of his ſacred Poets, 
defiring God” ro reach him, what he did may 
thing, to do it as for him ;; exprelles himſelf thus 
tweerly' and ſpirirually: 


All may -of thee partake : 
- Nothing can be fo mean, 

WVnich with this Tinfture ( for thy fake) 
Vl not 2'0w bright and clean. 


A Servant with thy Clauſe 
Makes Drudgery divine. 

Who [meeps a' Room, as for thy Laws, 
Makgs that and th Aion fine. 
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Th 43 the famous Stone | 
\\1 That turneth all to Gold : 
For that which God deth-touch and own 
Cannot for leſs be told. 


4:22, We mnſt rake care, that our natural, as 
well as Civil or- Oeconomical, Aims partake 
o Religion; be inſcribed with Holaneſs unto the 

ar; S ach 14.20, 21. and, 'by the purity of 
or 23d and inrenrion therein, beeome” as ac- 
teprable Sacrgfices unto God : 'Thar+ on all oc- 
tafiohs we car and drink, nor: meerly to -in- 
ulge and gratifie our Appetite, 4s it # 4/enſitive 
Appetite"; nor only, or- chiefly to: Pleaſe our 
Taſte: That we do not cover a Buſineſs of 
Pleaſure, under a prertence of -preſerving Health, 
6&'the fair colour. of ſupplying Narire (as 
&. Auſtin confeſles-he found himielf 'too-apr ito 
do): And more -eſpecially, thar we never offer 
toipamper our Bodies that we may-be'theÞronger 
to ſerve our Lafts : Thar we do not cy 
drink our ſelves enher into Luft; or ont of 
Dity : Bur thar we rake our Meat -as our 'Me- 
dice : (as St. Auſtin acknowledges God had 
tiughr hinvro do) ufe Mear atid «Drink as rone- 
dies to cure natural Infirmiries, not tO earſe1114- - 
ral Diſtetnpers,'-Ecel. 10. 17. asmeans tofiiftamm 
and-refreſh our Bedies, thar our Podies may be 
fit to ſerveour Souls /; - and our felves may be 
enabled wirh vigour and alacrity ro ſerve and 
honour God, in the proper Duties of our parni- 
Gular Places 

* Weſhould eat our Bread before God (as the Ex. 
preſſion is Exod, 18, 12.) that is, not only as m 


the 
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the ſight of God, bur (as:the Apotitle {| 
whether we eat or drank, we:(hiauld: dorall to the 
Glory of God, Cor., 19-. 31. 236th {A ag 
Remember to direct theſe natural Ations to 
ſpiritual Ends, and ro make them an occaſion of 
tome Exerci/e-of Religion. Be (never wanti 
ro bep a Bleſſmg of God. before: you eat : A 
when you fit. ar Table (as St,i Bernard: adviſes) 
be not... wholly. employed in. eating - and drinkgng ; 
but your Body requiring, and receiving its 
repaſt, let. not your Mind neglet# jts proper refettion. 
Retreſh your Soul, when you feed your Body, 
and.uſe ſuch holy Meduations, as may keep 
and preſerve you . from nouriſhing your. Hearts, 
Jam., 5, 5. from miniltring! Fuel ro your Lufts, 
and.. making. proviſion. far the Fleſh: #9 fulfil. the 
Luſts, thereef,- Rom::13 144; Mr. Fox reports 
of the holy Bradford;: that 'in the midſt of. Din- 
ner. he ud often to- muſe with himſelf, having bs 
Hat. over by Eyes, from: whence came +. commonly 
plentyof Tears dropping on his Trencher. 
Whenever you-recruit- and repair-your' Na- 
ruce, {trive. then-ro, provoke and 1 ar up in thy 
:{elf; and others /chungrings\ aud thirſtings after 
. Righteouſneſs, Mat: 5.5.1. Remember; meditate, 
and dilcourſe-of :rhe,Sweetneis of Chriit ; of the 
,cefreibing. {rengrhning, Ordinances of | Chrilt, 
. of. being abundantly ſatisfied with tht, Patneſs of 
God's Houſe, and: of drinking of. the Rzver of by 
Pleaſures, Pl. 36. 8.'of feeding an1 living by 
Faith, on: the Promiſes, oi- rhe  Goſpzl, and re- 
ceiving the Comforts sf the Scriptures, Rom. 15. 
4- With Fob, eſteem the V/ards of God's Mowb 
more-than thy neceſſary Food, \ or agpoinred yor- 
won, 
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tion, Fob 23. 12. With David, acknowledge 
the Laws and Fudgments of God to be ſweeter 
than Honey, and the Honey-comb ; - than the 
ſweereſt and pureſt Honey, P/. 19. 10, Think, 
and ſpeak of - the /ivimg Bread which came down 
from Heaven, of the Bread of Life, [oh. 6.48, 
zo, 51. the Water of Life, Rev. 21. 6. & c. 22. 
17. Of Spiritual Hine and Milk, Ia. 55. 1. 
Deſire the ſincere Milk, of the Word, that you may 
grow thereby, 1 Per. 2.2. Havea longing mind 
to that Spiritual Food which is Meat indeed, 
and Drink indeed, Joh. 6.55. Taſte and re- 
liſh the hiddes Manna, Rev. 2. 17. Delight 
thy ſelf in the ſerious Fore-thoughts of ſitting 
down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in 
the Kirfdom of Heaven, Mar. 8. 11. Of eating 
and drinking at Chriſt's Table in his Kingdom, 
Luke 22. 30. Raiſe and lift up thy Mind ro 
the Celeſtial Table ; ſtrengthen and ſharpen 
thy Apperite ro the moſt Ecions heavenly 
Banquets : Let the Conſideration and Hope of 
the Sirirual Joys, and purer higher Pleaſures 
of the other World, cauſe thee ro deſpi/e theſe 
prols and bruriſh Pleaſures ; ro ſay in the Words, 
= with th2 AfﬀeCtion and Spirit of Mr. Her- 
F, 


WWhat is this weary World, this Meat and Drink, 
That Chains us by the Teeth ſo faſt ? 

Look on Meat, think it Dirt, then eat 4 Bit, 
And ſay withal, Earth to Earth I commit. 


Entertain thy ſelf with better fare, and rich- 
er cheer. "Thank God you have incar zo «as 
U wich 
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which the World knows not of, Joh. 4. 32. Ler 
others labour for the Meat which periſheth, bur do 
thou reſolve rather” to labour for that Meat which 
endureth to everlaſting Life, c. 6. v. 27. Ac- 
count and reckon it thy \Meat and Drink, with 
thy bleſſed Saviour, ro do the W/i!l of thy heaven- 
ly Father, c.4. v. 34. And with him have a 
greater care-'of making provihon for others 
Fouls, than of fupplying thy own bodjly Neceſſi- 
#225, V. 31. 32. 

When ar uſual ſeaſons thou nouriſheft thy 
Pody, be fure rhon doeft nor then forger to 
awowriſh up thy felf and others in wholeſome 
Words, in the Words of Faith, and of good 
De#rine, which is according ro Godlinels, 
1 Tim. 4.6. &:c. 6. 0v. 3. Even while thou arr 
feeding thy Body, as rhou haſt occaſion and 
opportunity, ler thy Lips feed many, Prov. to. 
21. I remember C:cero untroduceth Cato, giving 
this good account of himſelf, that he loved to 
Feaſt with his Friends and Neighbours, nor fo 
much for the corporal Pleaſure 'of eating and 
drinking, as for the delight and refreſhment 
of the good Di/courſes that were uſed among 
them ar tuch Meermys. 

And Tertullian informs us, that much of Re- 
{igion was mingled with the Meals, the very 
common Meals of the Primirive Chriſtians : 
Thar they did not offer ro take their Meat be- 
fore they had taſted the ſpiritual ſweetneſſes of 
Prayer and Devotion : That they fed as thoſe who 
well remembred, that . they were to go upon their 
Knees to God, before they went to Bed: and there- 
tore narrowly watchd oyer themſclyes, that 

no 
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no degrees of Intemperance at Supper might 
dull and inditpole them ro the Duty of Prayer, 
and unit them for the Worſhip and Service of 
God that Night: That they talk'd and conferr d 
as thoſe that knew God heard : And after Supper, 
«5 41) was able either out of the holy Scriptures, 
or out of hy own Invention, he was called forth inte 
the maſt of the Company, to ſing 4 Pſalm or 
Hymn to God ; which was a manifejt Proof what 
remperate meaſares he had at that Meeting kept 
in drinking ; having loaden neither his Sto- 
mach, nor his Underſtanding. ' Prayer in like 
manner diſmiſs d the Company : who then depart- 


-ed with ſettled diſpofitions, and firm reſoluri- 


ons to lead moſt modeft, chaſte, vertuous, god- 
mot ſo much made a Meal as kept a Diſcipline : bd 
at that riume been ar a Le&4ure, rather than' ar a 
Supper ; and rhen had more repleniſhd rheir 
Sonls, than ſatisfied rhetr Bedies. And both 
Poſſidontus and Eraſmus Certifie us concerning 
St. Auſtin, that. he had a Table richly furniſh d 
rather with fruitful Diſcourſes than exquiſite 
Dainties : Thar he rook great care that their 
Table-ta/k, ſhould be ſerious and priows, or forme 
way profitable, ar leaſt charitable and innocent : 
To which end he ordered that a certain Di/tsc>, 
er two Verſes, ſhould be written on ir, or hung 
at it, as a neceſſary Law, {orbidding thoſe that 
fed at his Table to gnaw the good Names af others, 
or 70 faſten their Teeth in them by back-biting 
of them; by derracting from, or ſpeaking evil 
of abfenr Perſons : A Diſeaſe (as Eraſmus there 


ly Lives: as thoſe who ar that = ſeaſon has 
/c 


-welt obſerves) almoſt peculiar to thoſe whe 
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otherwiſe make a profeſſion of Piery, when 
nothing is more alien from rrue Piery : for 
this Peſt uſually iteals upon men under a ſhew 
of Probity, and guile of Goodneſs ; whule it 
would appear to be an hatred of Vices, and a 
Zeal of Vertue. Which great Evil was ſo ab- 
horr'd by this holy Man, thar ſomerimes he 
would not yield ro the Authority of rhe very 
Biſhops ; bur when ſome of his moſt familiar 
Fellow-Biſhops were forgetful of that Writing, and 
{pake what was not agreeable to the Direction 
of it ; he would very ſharply reprehend them, 
2d be ſo movd as to tell them, Let them 
eirher blor eur thoſe writren Verſes, or he would 
riſe from the Table in the midſt of his Refecti- 
on, and go to his Chamber, if they would nor 
forbear ſuch Tales and Stories. He would nor 
ſuffer his Table to be polluted with ſuch Talk ; 
bur either required ſome Scripture to be read 
while he ſat at Table, or held ſome uſeful Diſpu- 
tation, or diſcoursd concerning ſome fruitful 
Mutter at Meals, that the Minds of his Gueſts 
' might be ms leſs refreſmd than their Bodtes. 
How inltructive and edifying were the Table. 
colloquies of the excellent Luther. and the holy 
Mr. Greenham ? And Dr. Bernard acquaints us, 
that the Diſcourſes which daily fell from Bp. 
Uſher at his Table, in the clearing of Dijj- 
culties in the Scripture, and other Subjetts (cſpt« 
cially when Learned Men came to viſit him) 
were of great advantage to ſuch as were capable 
of them: To others he would apply and -ac- 
commuodare himſelf with wonderful Humility 
and Condeicention ro their meaner Capa- 
CILIES, 


| 
( 
k 


w » ea << > TT © 


m—_ 


good Duty im evil Daies. 437 
cities, ro inform and fartisfie their Minds, and 
to work upon their Aﬀections in practical 
Marters ; and in his Diſcourſes would fome- 
times rather incline toward ſuch, than to others 
more Learned, It put me often in mind (a $ 
that worthy Doctor) of that Speech of the 
Ducen of Sheba to Solomon : Happy are th:/c 
thy Servants that continually ſtand avout thee 
and hear thy Wiſdom. 

We ſhould all ordinarily ſtir up our ſelves 
to uſe ſavoury Expreſſions, and ſhew holy Afeft:- 
ons, when we are eating : We ſhould {ii]] taſte 
and commend the Goodneſi of God in the variety 
of his Creatures we partake 'of, and give God 
ſolemn hearry thanks after every Meal for his 
Fatherly care of us, and ſeaſonable bountiful 
Provifien for us and ours; and charge our 
ſelves to ſpend the Strength we receive from his 
Creatures in doing him faithful and chearful 
Service. 

And as we ſhould be Spiritual and Heavenly 
in cating and drinking, fo we thould ule Recrea- 
tions an1 Sſcep to holy exds; thar by doing for 
the preſent /ittle or nothins. we may become 
mare apt to do ſome £064 tÞang, to be ulefully 
occupied, and worth3ly emploeyd. 


The Tenth Direction. 


It we would. wiſely redeem the Time, we 
muit make a good Choice of our Friends and 
Acquaintance, and a good Improvement of ous 
Company and Sociery. 


U 3 
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1. A pood Choice of our Friends and Acquain- 
tance. The ſenſe Man has of his own Weak- 
neſs and Indigency, makes him naturally much 
eddifted and ftrongly inclind ro Company and 
Society, which he apprehends {o necetlary ſor 
the Help, Relief and Comfort of his Life, Gen. 
2. 18. Eccl. 4. 9,10, 11, 12. Burt of all Society, 
that is the moſt inward and intimate, which 
has its riſe from Choice and Election : In the 
making of which Choice, great Caution and 
Conſideration, Care and Prudence 1s tro be exer- 
cis'd ; for Men are either ma.le, or marr d, as 
to the forming of their Manners; and fur- 
ther'd, or hindred, as to the Improvement of 
their Time, and their Preparations for Erernt- 
ty, according to the Company they fall in with: 
And therefore we need Dire#:on in no Action 
of our Life more than in the Choice of our 
Company, —y of our Friends, our clo- 
ſeſt and moſt familiar Companions. They are 
excellent Countels that are given by Pythago- 
ras and Theogns, to guide and conduct our 


Choice : 


Were Vertue dwells there Friendſhips make, 
But evil Neighbourhoods forſake, 


Tully tells us; thar Friendſhip is given and 
intended by Nature to be an Aſſiſtant, Helper and 
Advancer of Vertues, and not a Companion, 
Prompter and Promoter of Vices : It theretore 
greatly concerns and becomes you, fo to pick 
and chuſe your Friends and Acquainrance, as 
raay belt ſerve ſome excellent End of Vertue. 
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And yer we find, when Perſons are to chuſe 
their moſt boſom Friends, the Companions of 
their Youth and Age, thar they and their Re- 
lations, who are their Guides and Governours, 
do too commonly regard bodily Beauty and 
worldly Portion, more than Pzety and Religion, 
and all the Riches and Ornaments of Grace, 
and helps for Salvation, and Advantages of 
living and growing in the Knowledge, and 
Faith, and Fear of God. 

Lelius in Cicero relates of Scipio, that he 
was wont to complain, That Men were exc2e1irg 
diligent in all other Proviſions, would take wat 
care could be expetted in makin choice o Goats 
aid Sheep, and ſuch like things ; but were ex- 
treamly negligent in chuſins of their Friends, 
wor in this caſe made any uſe of requifite Sins 
end Notes, by which they mizht diſcern and 
judge what Perſons were fit and well qualified 
to be received and taken into Frizndfſhip. And 
he thzre dire&ts, that Men would prudently 
par ſome ſtop to- the Stream of their At- 
tectioa ; and as we make Trial of other 
things, fo rthar we would make ſome a. 
riment of the Manners of the Perſonas we de- 
lign for our Companions, and accordingly 
embrace or decline Familiariry.with them, 

O be nice and choice of your Company and 
Sociery, delicate and curious in that Marter and 
Buſineſs. Confder beforehand ( as Seneca ad- 
viles.) whether they be worthy or no to have any 
part of your Life beſtowed upon them, whether any 


ſhare of your Time may fitly- and warrantably be 


allowed them ; for idle carnal Friends are the 
U 4. Thieves : 


440 Redemption of Time 


Tl.4vcs that ſteal away our Time from us ; and 
tis a co/tly Entertainment of them, ro waſte 
our Time upon them. Vain and profane Friends 
and Acquaintance do rob us of the opportuni« 
'ty of doing and receiving good: They ſeek 
nothing bur idle and empry Talk, they will 
not maintain ſerious and ſavoury Diſcourle : 
O ! what Loſs have many of us ſuſtaind by 
ſuch i/! Cuftemers as theſe > Call to thy re- 
m2mbrance ( ſays Seneca) How many have cheated 
thee of thy Time thou in the mean time not under- 
flanding what thou haſt loſt. Men give away part 
ef their Years ( aies he ) to them they mightih 
lee, ner do they perceive or know in the leaſt what 
they do : And they pive it fo, that others receive 
20 prefit by that wich they deprive themſelves of : 
Bat they are igntrant that they themſelves loſe any 
thing by it, and therefore the Detriment that is fo 
latent is tolerable to them. 

If we be wilc; ler's look well who they be 
thar we ſpend and lay out our Time upon. 
Ler's nor tit, cuſtomarily fit with vain Perſens - 
P/al. 28. 4. nor be the common Companions of 
Fools : Prov. 13. 29. bur rather ſay, in our 
- Hearts atleaſt, with holy David, Depart from 
me, all ye Workers of Iniquity : Pſal. 6. 8. De- 
part from me ye evil Doers : for I will keep the 
Commandments of my God, Pſal. 119. 115. 

Avoid Communion with the Lepers of rhe 
World. O never offer with Nebuchadnezzar to 
keep Company with Beaſts : Do not fo degrade, 
and debaſe your ſelves : Do not loſe your Time, 
and loſe your ſelves in ſuch unprofirable.contemp- 
tible Soctery. Take here the Counſel of vr. 
Feroms 
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Ferome, In this rrjp*& learn an holy Pride, ſcorn 
ſuch mean and low, vileand baſe Company,and. 
know your ſelves to be better than they : Be of more 
raiſed Spirits than ro be Companions with them. 
By keeping ill Company, thou wilt Ilole thy. 
Time, and loſe or leflen thy. ſpirirual Beauty : 
thou wilt, Ike him that walketh in the Sun, be 
quickly :a1n'd infenfibly. | 

Have no frequent cho/en Converſe, no inward 
clale Friendſhip with thoſe that are one of God's 
real Friends, that have no ſpiritual Acquaintance 
with God, bur are manifettly profane, openly 
ungodly, and alienated from the Life of Ged + that 


| are Enemies to God, and his Religion; his Son, 


and Spirit ; his Word, and Worſhip ; Laws,and 
Waies; and whoſe Friendſhip s Enmity with God: 
74 4.4. whoſe Friendſhip 1s Friendthip with Hell, 
and who are themſelves bur a kind of familiar 
Devils : Never chule to join in Company with 
theſe ; ro haunt the Places they uſe, which 
commonly give no ſmall occaſion of Sin ; and 
to reſort and repair to ſuch Houſes in a- 
greed Mcetings to ſinful Ends and. Bulineſles. 

Chuſe not thoſe for thy: Friends, who never 
yet began to be true Friends to themſelves. He. 
that is nota Friend ro himſelf, will never be a 
Friend to thee. "Tis only he that is a Friend to 
himſelf ( ſfaies Seneca wiſely and dilcretely ) that 
s likely to prove a truely profitable Friend to 
others. 

Chuſe not ſach tor thy Friends, that are not 
likely ro be Friends to thy Soul. How can he be; 
reckon d and reputed a Frzend. to thee, who 18. 
Rot a Friend, bur rather an Fnemy.to the. better 
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Part of thee? Take this for a Rule, Thar ifa Per- 
ſon be nor a good Man,though he love thee,he is 
not a Friend to thee. A Maſter of Moraliry will 
telfthee,Thar he that s a Friend, dves-love : but he 
that loves. 5 not for that reaſon preſently a Friend: for 
Friendſhip does alwaies profit a Perſon ; but Love 
doth hurt ſometimes : Now hurt ro the Soul, is 
the greateſt Hurr that can be done to any. 
And therefore acquaint not with thoſe that 
will ſtudy ro bring Vice into your Acquaint- 
ance, and whoſe Acquaintance will breed your 
Eſtranzement from God : Keep free from that 
Company that will make you part Company with 
God, and Chrift, and a good Conſcience : 
Cleave nor unto thoſe rhat will be Clogs and 
Pull backs, Deaders and Quench-cools tro you ; 
that will cool and damp your Heart and Spi- 
rir, in the Practice of Piery and Exerciſe of 
Religion, and make you hold your peace even 
from Good, Pſal. 39. 1. 2. That will only loye, 
and reſpe&, and care for you, upon condition 
thar you love nor Chritt, nor regard Holineſs, 
Qor care 11 the leaſt for your immortal Soul,and 
erernal Happineſs : "Thar. will by all means la- 
boar ro bring you ro eſteem lightly of the 
Lord's-Day ; and to give them your Time and 
Company, ia an idle, fruittels, profane, ill- 
exemplary private Retirement, when you: 
ſhould. be confcientiouſly and awfully preſent at 
the Publick Aſſembly. 
Be fure you beware of fuch Company, as 
will only give a treat and entertaimenr ro your 
Senſe and Palate, load your Body with Meats 


and Drinks, paſs the Tune in Sport and Play 
wit 
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with you; fill your Ears with unprofitable, 
athciſtical, protane, looſe and lewd Diſcourſe ; 
vitiate your Mind, pervert your Judgmenr, de- 
bauch your Fancy, corrupt your Manners, 
helpyou to forger God and your elves, teach 
you to become Beaſts sn Courteſy, and by their - 
fooliſh mad Mirth, and cruel Kindneſs ro you 
abroad, make work enough for your earnelt, 
ſerious Sorrow and Sadnels, your dear and coſt- 
ly Repentance at home : Bur - will make yau 
neither wiſer, nor. better, add nothing ro-your 
Vertue, contribute nothing to your Graces, 
and rv the Feeding and Nouriſhing of your 
Souls : Who will, it may be, fea't and pam- 
per your Body, bur ſtarve and pine, yea poiſon 
your Soul z and by a prerended Civility and 
Courteſy to you, labour ro be the Bane and 
Undoing of you : Who will either vex;or taint 
all thar are near them : Who being themſelves 
infeted with the Plazue of Sin, have a ttrange 
and - itrong deſire ro infett others : "The only 


mode of whole Kindneſs is an art:ficial Inſinua- 


tion of variety of Temprations, and an earneſt 
importanate Solicitation ro Evil : Who will 
— ro rurn you off from a diligent holy 
Life ; and, if ir be polible, will /z:7h or mock, 
you out of. Heaven : Who having no Seed,. or 
Spark of Vertne in themfelves, muit needs hate, 
beliege and undermine it in others, as being: a - 
conitant ſtanding Reproaco co rhemielves, 

Abandon thoſe Companions, tizat are good Comm + 
pamions only in ſmning ; who 11] lead you ro As - 


;theim and Profanenels, provoxe you to Lutt 
and Wantanneſs, Anger aud Rage, or. draw 
yoot 
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-you into Drunkenneſs ; urge and impole their 

fickly Healths upon you, and will nor ler you 
 liveby Rule, but will unweariedly rice and preſs 
you to Sin, and be fick with them ; iweetly 
perſwade you into Inconvenience, fairly and 
tinely allure you into faſhionable Folly, and 
-3nvireable Mitery ; court and complement you 
into eternal Ruin ; civilly bear you Company, 
and lovingly befriend you into Hell; and (6 
really ſhew leſs Kindneſs, and worſe Nature to 
you, than Dives among the Devils in Hel! 
expreſs d roward his Brethren here on Earth, 
who contrived and laboured ro keep and pre- 
ſerve them from that Place of Torment, Luke 
16. 27, 28. Make not them the Joy and En- 
rertainment of thy Life, who, by thy leave, will 
be thy eternal Detiruction and Dearth. 

Have no Intimacy, hold no Familiarity 
with wicked Perſons: you may go ſee and 
vilitthem as their Phyſicians, bur not as their 
Companions : you may ſomerimes call upon 
them, to cure and heal them, ro prelcribe 
ſomewhat to them, ro leave ſome good Directi- 
ons with them : but you mult no: be {ſo often 
with them, nor ſtay 1o /oug with them, till you 
ger their Diſeaſe, and rake Infet:on from them. 

But now on the other fide; If we would 
ſpend our Time ptofirably and comfortably, 
and have ir turn tro any conſiderable good Ac- 
count ; ler's ſtudy to contract Friendihip and 
Union with vertuous Perſons : eſteeming them 
the moit valuable Friends, and ( to uſe Tulys 
Expreilion } the beſt and faireſt furniture of Life. 
Let's geckon Vertne and Grace to be the weighti- 
eit 
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eſt reaſon of Amabiliry ; the Worthineſs and 
Excellency of Perſons Diſpofirions and Man- 
ners to be the moſt ſolid ſtable Ground, the. 
greateſt Alleftive and ſtrongeſt Attractive of 
Love and Dearnefs. Let's chuſe with holy 
David to be Companions of all them that fear 
God, and of them that keep by Precepts, Pl. 119. 
63. Tobe their Companions out of true Af- 
feftion, not out of Fation : becauſe rhey 
are Godly, not becauſe they are Perſons of 
ſuch and ſuch an Opinion and Party : To 
be Companions of them, and of all them : 
Ler not any difference in outward Luality, nor 
in Opinzon among the Godly, in things remote 
from the Subſtance of Religion, be a cauſe of 
finful Partiality. David a great King, ſcorn'd 
not the Company of any ſuch, nor was aſha- 
med to be ſeen in their Company. As his was, 
ſo let all our Delight be in the Saints, and the Ex- 
cellent that are in the Earth, Pl. 16. 3. Let's 
join with him, and fay, Let thoſe that fear thee, 
turn unto me, and thoſe that have known thy Teſti- 
monies, PC 119. 79. Let's chuſe ro walk with 
wiſe Men, that we may be wiſe, Prov. 13. 20, 
to be frequently in Company with thoſe, whoſe 
Fruit, (that 1s, atively, the Fruit which they 
bring forth, the Profit which they yield and 
afford ro orhers, in rheir Communication and 
Converſation, by Information and Example) 
is a Tree of Life; and who are wiſe to win 
Souls, Prov. 11. 30. 

Be converſant with thoſe (fays Seneca excel- 


lently) who are any way likely to make thee better : 
| and receive thoſe into thy Friendſhip and Acquain- 
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tance, whom thou moe probably ſome way or 
ather make better. I ſay in like manner, ler us 
ſorr and ſuit, aſſociate and familiarize our ſelyes 
with thoſe among whom we may do molt ſpiri- 
tual Good, or from whom we may reap and 
receive molt ſpiritual Benehir. 

Srudy and ftrive to chufe fuch an one for 
thy Friend, to whom thou mayelt give ſuch 
reverential Reſpet in thy Carriage and Behayi- 
our, as may reltrain thee from many uncome- 
ly ſinful Actions, which- you might rake more 
Liberty to commit in other Company. 

Take lum for thy ſpecial Frzend and peculiar 
Companion, who. will be a conttant Phyſirian, 
careful T ator. and ſpiritual -Benefactor to thy 
Soul ; whowill be a familiar, turelar, puardian 
Angel to thee : Who will be (a ſecond Soul and 
Conſcience) an aſſiſtant Conſcience to thee ; who 
will nor fail ro perform thar Office, ' which the 
benumm'd or /leepy Conſcience within thee ſhall 
at any rime neglect. Who will be as faithful 
a Monitor to thee, as thy own Conſcience ſhould 
be: Who daily does fo improve in Vertue, 
and Profit in Piery, that whenever he comes 
into. thy Company, he will give thee the great 
Pleaſure, nor only of ſeeing whom you would, 
bur of ſeeing ſuch an- one as you would : Who 
will be caretul ro ſalute himſelf, before he vilits 
thee ; and will ſurely bring himſelf a great Gift 
to thee : (as Seneca counſels his Friend Luezlius 
to order, compoie, and carry . himſelf roward 
him.) | 

Chuſe ſuch Perſons for thy intzmate Friends, 
who will be Friends and Helps in the beſt 


things - 


w 
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things to thee ; Friends in the concernments of 
the Life ro come ; that will prize and yalue, 
and on all occaſions readily ſhew ſome real 
Kindneſs to thy Soul ; that will obſerye thy Mo- 
tions, and help ro guide and dire thy Acdti- 
ons ; that will have a conſtant watchful Eye 
upon thy Life and Manners, and nor willingly 
ſuffer rhee ro miſcarry ro Eternity, for want 
of careful _ after. Acquaint and ac- 
company with thoſe, in the enjoyment of whom 
you may enjoy ſomewhat of God himſelf ; and 
whoſe fweer and gracious Converſe will be a 


' lttle Image of Heaven to you: Take theſe for 


your Contorts and Affoctares here, with whom 
you may defire and hope to keep joyful 
Company for ever hereafter. If we make 
any Reckoning of our Time, let us firſt make a 
good Choice of our Friends. 

2. And then a good Improvement of our Com- 

my and Society with them. Be prudent and 
_ in the T/e, as well as in the Chozce of your 

riends. Let not your Friendſhip be a meer 
rominal, formal, empry, juiceleis thing. 

Ler your ordinary Viſits to your Friends be 
our of Conſcience, as well as out of Courteſy : 
out of a real Defign ro do ſome Office of Loye, 
eſpecially ro their Souls; and ro bring ſome 
(piritual Advantage ro them. 

Time is commonly lott by meer complemen- 
tel Viſits, wherein no civil Buſinels is difpatch'd, 
no Service done to the Bodies, Eſtates, or 
Souls of others. 

Let Chriftian Friends take heed. eſpecially 


that they come not together of purpoſe to waſte 
their 
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their Time in- unſeaſonable, immeaſurable Play 
and Sport ;- that they be nor found notoriouſly 
ouilty of ſpending commonly and cuſtomarily 
as many Hours in Play together, as if Gaming 
were, not their Recreation and Diverſien, bur 
their Trade and Profetſion, their Calling and 
Occupation. Can this be reckon'd a. well re- 
deeming the Time in evil Days > Would- not 
ſome of that time be ſpent more fruitfully and 
comfortably in the Communication of your 
Experiences, and the Obſervations, you have 
made relating either to God's Word or Works ? 
or in reading together ſome {ſelect and ſeaſona- 
ble Scripture, or clie ſome part of praCtical. Di- 
vinity, or good Morality, or uſeful Hzſtory; 
and in difcourſing and conterring thereupon, as 
you have Ability, and find Occafion ? 

Let not Cards and Dice {wallow up and de- 
vour the mo't of the Hours you ſpend together : 
Nor ever ſuffer any Friends and Companioas 
to rob you of your Time, by yielding ro them, 
and complying with them, when they unreaſo- 
nably exact of you to hold out with them in their 
Sports. If you perceive that any particular 
Ganie or Play does jteal away.your HearP# and. 
Time ; tis hightime then-rather to lay it quite. 
alide, than ro ſuffer ſuch Detriment by Conti- 
nuation of the Ule of ir. When Bp. Uſher, 
in his render Years, was taught by ſome of his 
Friends to play at Cards, and found himſelf fo 
delighted therewith, thar ir nor only rook. place 
of the Love of his Book, bur began to be a 
Rival with rhe ſpiritual Parr in him, upon ap- 
prehenſion thereof. (as Dr. Bernard informs us) 
he gave it over,and neyer played after. When 


Ow? 
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When Chriſtian Acquaintance meet rog-rher, 
lt them be as uſeful and profitable, as helpful 
and beneficial, as holy and heavenly in their 
Diſcourſes may be : Tau may do more good by 
an honeſt Hint, and ſerious favoury Speech in 
Company, thanit niay be a Miniſter may do 
by many Sermons. 

Labour to ſþiritualize and ennoble your Friend- 
ſhip, by making it a State of Love and Purity, 
as) Opporrunity and Advantage of amending 
and reforming, of benefiting and_berttering one 
another. 

Ler ſuch as live either with or by one another, 
by ſolemn Compatt and Agreement ftrictly and 
ſtrongly oblige one another to take ſome ſpeci- 
al ſpiritual Care of one another's Souls ; This 
would be real ſpirirual good Neighbourhood ; 
an high Advancement; a rich and gainful Im- 
provement of Friendſhip. 

You thatare Intimates and Familiars, look 
upon your ſelves as one axother's Keepers 
Gen. 4.9. Take a ſpiritual Charge one of a- 
nother : Natrrally care tor one another's ſpiratual 
State : Phil. 2. 20. Watch cer one another's 
Soul, as they that muſt give account : an Account 
of one another, as well as of your elves : that 
you may do it with Foy, and not with Grief : Feb. 
13. 17. Be jealous over one another with a 
God!y Fealouſy ; 2 Cor. 11. 2. and ſhew your 
ſelves tuch faſt Friends to one another's Souls, as 
todo your beſt ro prevent one another's finning, 
and ro promore the Work of Grace and Hol- 
neſs in one another's Hearts. Take Occaſion 
to warm not ſo much one another's Houſes, as 

one 
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one another's Heart s. Viſitone another in the 
evenin?, meet together, and confer one with ano- 
ther ar /eiſure Horrs,and on daies of Recreation: 
Soak often one to another, concerning the things 
that belong to the Peace of one another's Soul,and 
concern the Candirion of the Church of Chriſt, 
Ml, 3. 16. Build upone another on your moſt holy 
Faith. Fude 20. Comfort your ſelves together, and 
edify one another. 1 Thel. 5. 11. 


£xyert one another daily, while it # called, To 


day ; Let your Exhortation be murual and reci- 
procal, frequent and continual, ſeafonable and 
fpeedy ; leſt any of you be hardned through the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin. Heb. 3. 13. Take the firſt 
Opportuniry of dealing with thy Friend, as 
the cale and need of his Soul requires, leſt 
death remove him unexpectdly our of the reach 
of thy Charity to all Ererniry. Conſider with 
thy ſelf, that ſhould thy Companion live loag- 
er, yet he may continue in the em/ſion of ſome 
Duty, becauſe you on{y prrpoſe ro pur him upon 
ir. Or, hemay go on 1n the commiſſion of lone 
vin, grow more and more in Love with it, and 
fall more under the Power of ir, becauſe you 
have only ſome thought and zntention to rurn 
him from ir. 

Support, preſerve and keep one another from 
falling ; and, in the Spirit of Meekneſi, raiſe and 
recover, reſtore and convert one anorher, waen 
overtaken and fallen, in any degree and mealure, 
either into Sin, or Errour, Gal. 6. 1. Fam. 5.19. 
Hate not your Friend or Brother in your Heart : 
in any wiſe rebuke your Neighbour, and never ſuffer 
Sin upon him, when you find him offending : 
gain 
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inſt God, or Man. Lev. 19. 17. Andzf a 
Friend-or Brother ſhall plainly zreſpaſi againſt 
thee, go and tell kim by Emlt between thee and 
him alone : Mat. 18. 15. and ſeeming to repreach 
him, by chiding and reprehending him in pub- 
lick ; nor offering ro back-bite him,by talking pri- 
ately ro others again!: him. 

Teach and admemiſh ome another, Col. 3. 16. 
Reme. 15. 14. and ler it appear that you praiſe 
your own Procepts, and rake your ſelves the 
Counſel you give ro &hers : Follow Tertullian's 
excellent Adviſe ; ſtrengthen your friendly Ad- 
mentron and Exhorration with the Authority 
of your own Converſation, that vour want of Deeds 
may not make you bluſh at your own Words : and 
fer me add, that your Friend and Companion 
may not neglect and reject your Sayings, be- 
aule he knows roo well your Doings : As often- 
nmes you thruſt away the goed Light of a Candle, 
for the 5///avour which the ſtinking Tallow yields. 
Let none have reaſon to . rerort, and fay, Phy- 
fician, heal thy ſelf : Luke 4. 23. Thou which 
teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? Rom. 
2.21. Whar Mr. Herbert ſpeaks of Miniſters 
may be firly accommodared ro the Exhortati- 
ons and Admonitions of Chriſtian Friends. 


Doftrine, and Life, Colours, and Light,in one 
Wen they combine and mingle, bring 

A ſtrong Regard and Aw : but Speech alone 

Doth vaniſh like a flaring thing, 

And in the Ear, not Conſcience, ring. 


Conſider one another to provoke unto Love, and to 
good 
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good Works ; or, to ſharpen or provoke [ in one 
anorher ] Charity and good or laudable Works, 
Heb. 10.24. You are apt to forger, and prone 
to nepleft your ſelves : you have need enough of 
ene ancthers ſpirirual Care and Help : 'ris neceſ. 
ſary that os ſhould warch and obſer ve, in- 
cite and aflift you ; be at ſome trouble, and take 
fome pains with you : your own and others Con- 
fiderarion and Provocation of you,is /ittle enough 
to ſtir and moye you:Ponder and weigh all Ad. 
vantages thar you can have one upon another, 
0 excite and exrimulare, tro engage and quick- 
en one another to the Exerciſe of Charity, and 
all Actions of Piery, whenſoever you find 
any thing of fainting, or growing cold-in one 
another 

Search and enquire into one anothers ſpiri- 
rual Eftates : mind and ſtudy the Caſes and 
Conditions of one anothers Souls ; the Cauſes 
and Cures of one anorthers ſpiritual. Diſtempers. 
Be very ſolicitous for one anorthers preſent and 
furure Good : carefally conſult the. ſpirirual 
Proſperiry, and eternal Weltare of one ano- 
ther. 

Conſider one anorher to provoke one ano» 
ther, not ro Sin and. Wickedneſs, ro Vanity and 
Folly, ro uncertain Opinions, to Faction and 
Diviſion,to Siding and Parry-taking ; not to that 
which is highly provoking, bur exceeding well- 


pleaſing ro.God; not to M/7ath,bur to love,not to | 


Evil, but to Good Works. Conlider and provoke 
one another, not as the Devil conſiders and 
provokes Men by his Temptations ; but as Gad 
confiders and provokes Men who watches 
over 
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over us continually, prevents us daily with his 
Grace, iſtrengrhens us againſt 'Temprations, 
affords us his Counſel, in{tils many good Mo- 
tions into our Minds, and often incites and 
ſtirs us up to the Duries incumbent on us : 
And as Chr:/t conlider'd and provoked Sinners, 
when he was here on Earth, to Faith and Re- 
pentance, good Works and Obedience ; who 
went about doing Good ; doing good to Men's 
Sas, as well as Bodies: who freely convers'd 
with them, frequently inſtructed them, affectio- 
mately exhorred them, powerfully prels'd them, 
_ reprovd them, was grieyed for the 

dneſs of their Hearts, lamented and wepr 
over their Impenirency and Infidelity. 

Conſider thy Companion ar ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when it 1s - moſt likely that he may conſider 
what you fay to him: Provoke him #0 Good, 
when in all probability it may do moſt good. 

Remember ro conſider and provoke one ano- 
ther in a ſerious manner. Never offer ro utter 
afew cold, dull, dead Words, between Feſt and 
Earneſt ; but earneſtly perlwade, and pather:- 
cally expoſtulate one-with another ; and ler one 
another- plainly ſee that every Application does 
ariſe and proceed from Love and Compaſſion, 
and that ir is the Deſire of your Souls to 
ave one anothers Souls. Let your Words 
be as Goads (as the Wiſe Man ſpeaks) Eccl. 
12, 11. to prick one another forward in rhe 
way of Religion. Inſtead of detaining one 
another unneceſlarily from the Publick Atſem- 
bly, ſtir up one another with an holy Zeal, and 
ay one ro/another in the Words of the cg 
pher 
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pher, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lud 
and to ſeek, the Lord of Hoſts : IT will go al 
Zach. 8.21. Be not 2nench-coals, but as liy 
Coals, begerting Hear m thoſe that are nex; 
you. Ler Chriſtian Acquaintance ule their wt. 
molt Endeayours ro bring one anorher more 
acquainted with God, and with rheir own ſpiri 
rual States and Condirions. Ler Chrittian 
Neighbours ftady and endeavour ro make one 
another nzzh ro God, Ler Chrittian Toke Fellow; 
exhort and encourage one another to take Chrif 
Toke upon them, and to bear his Burden. In 
Chriſtian Servants ftir up one another to work 
ont their Salvation, ro do rhe Buſineſs, and to 
finiſh the Work which their heavenly Maſter 
has given them rodo. 

onſider, exhort, provoke one another, and 
look what becomes of all the Labour, Careand 
Pains thar you take with any Friend or Ac 
quaintance ; and if it obtain not ar preſent it 
much defired Fruit and Efect, yer be not «dif- 
heartened, nor deſert your Duty, and giveorer 
this neceflary Office, and excellent Parr 
Friendſhip, though you find it difficult and un- 
eafie ; though you ſeem to any carnal Friend 
as one that mocks, (as Lot did ro his Sons-1n-Law, 
Gen. 19. 14.) In Meekneſs inſtrutt theſe tha 
oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim. 2. 25. Reprove, "t 
uke, exhort with all long-ſuffering, C. 4. V. 2. 


1 Thel.5.14. which will be a becoming Imit- 


tion of God, who (you may remember) endured 
you with much lenp-ſuffering ; who did-not leave 
you to your felves, when you firſt rejected; 
heavenly Admonition ; who called you 


before Þ 
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before you would hear, and often provoked 
ou before you would ſtir : who ſuffers fintul 
Men fo long, till ar laſt he ſuffers for hs Suffering : 
who is ſo patient, till at laſt he loſes by his 
Patience : whoſe extream Patience (as Tertullian 
excellently obſerves) ſcems to detrat and dero- 
gate from his Power : for many believe ({ays he) 
that there is no Governour of the World, becauſe 
they do not ſee him angry with the World, Pa- 
tiently continue thy Conſideration and Care 
of thy Friends, for though they do nor confi- 
ter what you fay art tne they may con(1- 
fer ir hereafter. Conſider them, becauſe this 
will be a comfortable Confideration, that though 
do no good upon them, yer you did your 
fone. faithful, and beſt Endeavours to do 
_ good, and are therefore clear from their 
Think how greatly you will ga/z in your own 
zence, by conſidering your Acquaintance, 

and Dealing in a ſpiritual way with them ; 
and how much you will heighten and ftrengthen 
= own good Aﬀetions, by exhorting, provo- 
K1 'Þ and exciting your Friends, by rubbing 
and chating your Companions, you will nor 
only ger warmtd 1nto them, bur will with the 
fame labour make your ſelves a great deal horrer 
than you were before. The more you per- 


| fade and ſtir up them to the Love and Fear 
41 of God, the - more your own Heart will be 


warmed and inflamed with the Love, and fil- 
led and poffeſs'd with the Fear of God : The 


5| more you quicken and fttr up them ro good 


Works, you your ſelves will become muuch more 
eadj to every good Wark, And 
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And as this will zxcreaſe and improve your 
own ſpiritual Gifts and Graces, fo it will enlarge 
your Foys and Comforts ; and be matter of $a. 
tisfaction and Pleaſure ro you, to ſee ſome of 
their Souls ſpiritually Jour. whom you have 
raken a ſpecial care of, What a comfort will it 
be ar laſt ro confider, that you have done much 
good by conhidering your Aſſociates ; thar by 
your conſideration of them you have brought 
them to conſider God and themſelves; that, un- 
der God, you have been the happy Inſtry- 
ments of awakening, convincing, ſtrengrh- 
ning, and quickning your Acquaintance ; of 
gaining your Brethren, Mar. 18. 5. of gaining 
them to God, and gaining and endearing them 
more and more to your ſelves ; and of ſaving 
ſome precious Souls from Death, which are 
more worth than the whole V/orld > How will they 
be your Glory and Foy, and Crown of Rejovcing, 
t Theſ. 2. 19, 20. who ſhall confeſs and ac- 
knowledge that you were the bleſſed means of 
working upon them, and prevailing with them ; 
that, under God, they owe their ſpiritual Light 
and Life, their Growth and Thriving in Grace, 
their Progreſs and Procedure in Faith and Ho- 
lineſs, their Stedfaitneſs and Advancement in 
Religion and Godlineſs to your care and pains 
with them, your compailionate Conſideration 
of them, and watchful CircumſpeCtion over 
them? yea, will not this increaſe the Joys of 
Heaven, and heighten the Pleaſures of Paradiſe 
to you, to meet with thole Acquainrance there, 
whom you were 4 means of helping thirher, by 
prompting and encouraging them of ' 
ole 
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thoſe Works which are the way to the heavealy 
Kingdom. ' ; 
onlider moreover, that your conſidering 
your Friends and Neighbours will be conſider 4 
and accepted by God, rhough rhey ſhould never 
enſider any thing at all : thar your Labour of 
Love will not be in vain to your ſelves, though it 
ſhould be ineffectual ro others : Bur if by dealing 
with them, you do fome real cor:fiderable good 
upon them ; that then very great will be your 
Reward in Heaven : that if you turn many to 
Righteouſneſs, you ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever 
and ever, Dan. 12. 3. Tharif, from a Principle 
of the Fear of the Lord, you fpeak often one to 
another, to animate one another ro- Faith and 
Obedience, ro Courage and Conſtancy ; the 
Lord will hearken and bear it, 'and a Book of Re- 
membrance ſhall be written before him concerning 
it: and you ſhall be by in that Day, when he ma- 
keth up by Fewels, [his peculiar Lot, Inheri- 
tance, choice Porrion, chief 'Treafure,] and he 
will ſpare you as a Man ſpareth his own Son thas 
ſervech- him, Mal. 3. 15, 17. It you confider 
one another for good, God will contider you 
for good : If you provoke one another to Love, 
ths will provoke God to reward you as well as 
them, for all rhe good Works thar arc done by 
them, by means of your Exhortartioas and Ex- 
amples. Bur if you provoke not them to do 
good Works, you thall one Day be tound guilty 
of all the evil Works done by them, which you 
might have hindred by any means, and any 

way prevented the Commutiion of. 
Neglect not the ſerious Exhorrtation, loving 
X Conkderatios; 


. 
£4 


Confideration,” and 'zealous Provocation one of 
another ; for ſurely when. you come - ro dis, 
your own Hearts wil gor - condemn you for 
labouring too hard in the concernments of 
rhe Souls of your Friends, who are as your own 
Souls, Deur. x3. 6: Bur:you will be ready to 
challenge your ſelves for want of Care and Dili- 
gence uw thar Performance; and ro grieve and 
mouen that you have been ſo afeleft in you 
Friendfhip and Soctery ; that you' have no ber- 
rer improved Chriſtian Fellow ſhip and Commu- 


nian ; no more awaken'd, quicken'd, comfory- 


£d, and ſpiritually ſerved one another, , 

 - Grudge not to beſtow a lth Labour in 
watching over thy Friend and Neighbour ; 
this Work and Task will be quickly over. 

And rake not amiſs anothers taking care of 
thee. Count the Chriftzan Religion lovely and 
amiable, upon this Conſideration, that it makes 

Juch excellent and admirable Proviſion fer the 
Welfare-and Safery of Souls, for the ſpiritual 
Security and eternal Felicity of the Profeflors 
of ir. Prize and value the rich Mescy, and 
abundaur Kindaets of God re thee, thar he 
ſhould appoint every Friend about thee to be 2 
ſpiritual Help to thee z and make it part of his 
Office and Bulineſs to take care of thy Soul, And 
when you find any Friend faithful in the Exer- 
ole of his Daty, and Diſcharge off his Conſci- 
ence toward thee, blefi God that he is ſo; and 
betruly thankfub ta him allo, for fo high an ex- 
preflion of his.charitable Aﬀection : Ler his (in- 
cere and hearty Love to thee make him appear 


good an thy ſight as an Angel of God, 1 dam. 29-4 
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and cauſc his Feet, as well as Face, to be truly 
beautiful to rhee, Rom. 10. 15. Never be pro- 
voked wich an z// Provecation againft the 
Perſon of a Friend, who ſharpens and pro» 
vokes you with a good Provecation. Be not 
angry with any thar that provoke you ro Love ; 
nor render evil for. to ſuchas labour to 
provoke you to good Forks. If thy Friend and 
Companion rebuke thee, know how to accept a 
great Kindneſs; take his Love and Good-will 
yvell, and ſhevy rhar thou haſt good Fleſh to heal. 
Say vvith holy David, Pſal. 141. 5. Let the 
Righteous [mite me, it ſhall be a Kindneſs ; and 
kt him-reprove me, 1t ſhall be an excellent Oil 
which ſhall not break my Head. And reckon ths 
to be one of the ſaddeſt Strokes that God in- 
flicts, for God to fay, Let no Man ſtrive, nor 
reprove azother, Heſ. 4. 4. Be fo vvile, and 
good natur d, as to ſuffer « Ward of Exhortation 
and Admonirion from a truly loving Chriltian 
Friend. When thou arrin Company vvith thy 
Friends, do as Benhadad's Servants did in tha 
Prefence of Ahab : 1 Kings 20. 33. diligently 
obſerve vyherher any good thing vvill come 
from any, and haſtily catch it. Shevy rthry elf 
much pleaſed and delighted vvirh any good. Diſ- 
courſe thatis ſtarred, and labour ro keep it up 
and maintain 1t. 

Bur knovv, that if novy thou refuſeſt ro 
hearken ro the Cousſels, and tallovy rhe Ad- 
vices, and ſfubmir thy ſelf ro rae Reproots and 
Reprehenſions of prudent, pious, Chriftian 
Friends : Eph. 5.21. and art ready to ſtrive 
&painſs all their carneftt paſſionate Strivings 
X 2 Vy 1th 
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vvith thee ; then they that contended and /z- 
boured in vain with thee here, ſhall . fure. 
ly judy thee art the Laſt Day, 1 Cor. 6. 2. and 
bring 12 Evidence and Teſtimony againlt thee, 
that they would have healed thee, and thou wouldſt 
' mot be healed; Fer. 51. 9, that they, by all 
means, would have helped rhee ro Heaven, and 
thou - wouldit haſten and hurry ro Hell, 


The eleventh Dire#1on. 


If we would earneſtly redeem the Time, we 
mult remember and conſider, perform and anſwer 
eur ſolemn Sacramental Vows, Occaſional Promiſes, 
and Sick-bed Reſolutions, 

1. Our folemn Saeramental Vows. 

(1.) Our Promiſe and Vow made in Baptiſm, 
Which Promiſe made by Perſons baptized when 
adult, or of full Age, is called (as ſome under- 
ttand and interprer that Place) the ſtipulation 
or anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, 1 Pet. 
2.31. : 

Art the rime of our Infant-Bapriſm, we were 
dedicared to rhe Service of God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, and folemnly entered into a 
{acred Covenant. Then we indented and en- 

aged ro, renounce the Devil, the Ruler. Prince, 
and God of ths World; Eph. 6. 12. and 2.2, 
Foln 12. 31. 2 Cor. 4.4. And all bs Wark : 
All thar the Devz/ labours by any means to {er 
us about and employ us in : Bur eſpecially and 
"amp. wp all thole Sins, which carry particu- 
ary the ttamp and charafer, the image and re- 
ſemblance of Satan upon them, and have fron 
t 
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the bezinnins been practiſed by him ; Fobn 8. 
44. ſuch as Pride, Lying, Slandering, Malice, 
Envy, Killing and Deſtroying, Tempring and 
Soliciting others ro Sin : We covenanred ex- 
preſly to abandon and abominare all D:abolicat 
Yorks ; And to forſake and diſclaim the Pomps 
and Vanities,or Pompous Vanities ; the profane 
SpeRacles, rhe Luxury, the oftentarions, vain- 
glorious Bravery ot this wicked World : To 
abhor and avoxd the evil Company, and ro 
refit rhe applauded, vile, vicious Cuttoms, and: 
popular Temptations .of the World : To rake 
care not to accompany the Ungodly in their 
Sins : To: deny Unpodlineſi and worldly Luſts ; 
and all the finful- Deſires, AﬀeCtions, Appe- 
tires of the Fleſh : to abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, 
and from all the Morks of the Fleſh : tro make 
no proviſion for the Fleſh, ro fulfil rhe Lutts: 
thereof : To endeavour ro moderate and 
fubordinare all our Deſires ro the Will of God : 
And by God's Grace, and under the influence 
of Divine Aſſiſtance, according ro our Abilines, 
obediently to keep God s holy Will and Command- 
ments; and nor only ro rake a few Steps, bur to 
walk in the ſame ? and rhat nor only tor a ſpe, 
or a few daies but all the daies of our Lives. 

And fince we came to years of Dilcrertion, 
and were of age ſufficient ro ute our Reaſon, 
and act underitandingly ; we have perſonally 
owned, openly and deliberately contirmed 
our Bapti/mal Vow, taken rhe obligation #2 our 
own names ; by actual conſent yielded and re- 
ſigned, devored and delivered up our ſelves ro 
become the reachable tractable Ditciples, rhe 

W9 ready 
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ready and voluntary Servants of the bleſſed 
Trinity : Now to make this grand Promiſe 
good, were to redeem the Time indeed. Ler' 
neyer offer,or dare to liveas if we had been inj- 
tiated in the impure Myiteries of the Heathen ; 
as if we had been baptized in the very name 
of Bacchlis, or Venus ; baptized in the very 
Devils name, devoted ro his Drudgery, and 
deeply engaged againſt God, and Chriit, and 
the Holy Spirit ; againſt rhe Goſpel and 
Godlineſs ! againſt the Members of+ Chritt, 
and the People of God : Butlook and ſce we 
hve as thoſe,who did ſo early and ſolemnly de- 
dicate- onr ſ{elyes, Souls, Bodies, and Interetts 
to God ; and vow 16 give our Time and Op- 
portunities to his Service. We-are in 71/izce 
obliged ro keep this Promife, to pay this Vow ; 
which if we fail ro do, weare milerably per- 
jured and forſworn. 

(2.) And then for the other Sacrament, 
thar of the Lord's Supper; In our preparations for 
receiving of it,we have,it may be, teaxched and 
tried, proved and examined oar ſelves : 1in- 
quired into our hearts and waies ; taken {pect- 
al notice of many Paſſages of our miſled Lives, 
and mi{-pent Time ; ſeriouſly confidered our 
many partial Covenant-breaches ; renew d and 
repeated our baptiſmal-contra with God,and our 
Lord Jeſus Chritt ; derermined ro mortity 
thole hateful Sins which crucified our Saviour ; 
ferled our purpoſes of returning ro our Duty 
with greater care and diligence than ever ; 
firengrhned and reinforced our Covenanr of 
reforming our Lives, and redeeming our Tandy 
an 
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and reſolved upon a ſtricter Obſervance of Gods: 
Laws for thereſt of our daies : And at every 
time of our participarion of the holy Commu- 


. mon, we openly offer d and publick/s preſented. 


eur ſelves, our Souls ar:1 Bodies, to be 4 reaſonable, 
boly, and lively Sacrifice unto God : Q ler's re- 
member, and ftand to our V/ord ; and take care, 
in God's Fear, through Chriſt ſtrengt{ning 1s, to 
perform the Covenant we have fo often ratified, 
and frequently reiterated. 

2. And then again 3 When God hath rouled 
and ſtartled us by fome awakening Ordinance of 
Providence : When ſome Son of Thunder, Mark. 
3- 17. has plainly preachd as if Death were at 
ar backs (which was the Character King James 
once gave of a /ively Minſter that preached be- 
fore himſelf } Or when ſome affectionate 
zealous Ambaſſadour of Chriſt, coming tous in 
the Spirit of Sr. Par, has ſo convincingly 
reaſon d of the Fudement to come, and broughr 
his Diſcourſe {o cloſe and home to our very 
Con{ciences, as 10 cauſe us to tremble again with 
Felix; we then came ro i{ndden Refolurions,and 
ſpeedy Purpoſes of Emendation of our 
Waies. 

Or, when at any time God has caſt usvpon 
Beds of Sickneſs, brought us ro the very brink 
of Death, rhe very Mouth of the Grave: when 
Friends and Phyſicians have been doubrful of our” 
Lives; when all our own H-pes of Life ſick- 
ned and died ;\ when our Souls have almolt tat 
upon our Lips ; O then what fair and large- 
Promiſes, _ {gecious goodly Relolutions have 
we made, if God ſhould ever reſtore us, lend 
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longer Life rous,and try and truſt us once again, 
ro become new Men, ro rurn over a new Leaf 
ro lead a new Life, ro improve our Time to all 
pofiible _— ro do God more Service th 
a Day, than we did him in a Month before ? 

Have we nor been ſomerimes ſo ſick, that we 
yerily concluded we were really ſezzed by the 
Arreſt of Death, and ſeemed to hear God-iaying 
to us 1n particular,G:ve an accormt of thy Steward- 
' ſhip : for thou maieft be no longer Steward : Luk 
16. 2. and rhoughr of nothing bur the - tolling 
of the Bell, and expected (ſome of us) that the 


ſeveral parrs. of us within a few daies, or | 


hours, ſlould be ſhared and divided berween 
the Grave and Hell > 'Then we experienced in 
our ſelves Philoſophantes metus, & gre fortune 
ſana conſilia: (to uſe the elegant expreſſion of 
the moſt ingenious Moraliſt) Then our Fears 
read LeQures of Philoſophy, [LeQures of Divinity] 
to us; and the fad and forrowful circumſtances 
of a ſick, and declining, and dangerous con- 
dition, did miniſter ſalutary Counſels and health- 
ful Adyices. to us. Lers recollec and re- 
member, what were . our ſerious ſecret 
Thoughts, the inward workings of our Hearts, 
the lively ftirrings of our Conſciences; yea 
our _ Confetiions, free Profeflions, and 
large Promiſes and Proteſtarions at ſuch a time 
« that. 

Men are too commonly of a Temper much 
like that of Nevolus in Martial, of whom we 
find there this CharaFer, that when he was /e- 
eure and proſperous, none was more. arrogant 
#nd igfolent ; but when he was ſo/icitows, and 
preisd 
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preſs'd with care, none was more modeſt and 
humble , and of better condition and can iase 
than he. 

We generally appear ſenſible and ſerious, 
ready ro reform, and forward ro enter into 
Vows and Engagements, in AMiction and 
Adverfty, in grievous Calamities and deep 
Diſtrefles ; and ro do this eſpecially, when con-- 
find to our Chambers by malignant Diftemp- 
ers, violent or painful Diſeaſes ; and forced by: 
Sicknels to take, and to 'keep our Beds. 
 Plinius Secundus writing to his Friend Maxi- 


| mus, acquaints him © with this obſervation of 


his ; The /ate languiſhing Condition of a Friend of 
mine taught me thus much, faies he, that we are 
uſually beſt when we are ſick, and weak, : for whas 
mferm ſick, Perſon ws amorons or laſcivious, ambiti« 
ous of Honour, or covetous'\of Riches > How little- 
ſaever” ſuch a ' Perſon * poſſeſſes, he reckons. he: 
bas enough, becauſe he ſuppoſes he muſt ſhortly re- 
linquiſh what ever he has. Then a Man remems 
bers that there #.a God, ſaies he, and that he 
himſelf i but a Man : Then he envies, admires, de 
ſpiſes no body: : then he does not hearken to, nor feed - 
upon uncharitable Diſcourſes: nor is he malicious, 
or injurious to any : bur only deſigns, if he-ſhonld 
continue longer in the World, to lead an innocent: 
and a happy Life, And he ends that notable. 
Epittle with this very wile - and wholfome: 
Counſel ; A/at Philoſophers endeavour to deliver 
in many Words and Volumes ; that I may thus-: 
briefly hint, by way of Inſtruttion, to. thee, and te - 
my ſelf, ſaies he ; That we continae to be ſuch 
when we are well, as we promiſe we will be whens: 

5 we. 
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we are fick, When Sigi/mund the Emperonr en- 
quired of the Biſhop of Colen what he ſhould do 
to be happy eternally ; he only adviled him 
to rake care to 17v?, as he promiſed to do the laſt 
trme he had the Gout or Stone. 

O ler's -but pay our Sick-bed Vows, and we 
ſhall redeem the Time indeed. Let's be the 
ſame when our Aftions are ſeen, as when our 
Words are heard. Ler'snever offer, when we 
recover our Health and Strength, ro refaume our 
#ld-acquaintance Sins, ar tO turn again to Fol, 
P/al. 85. 8. 

Did we but anſwer our ſacred Vows, and 
folemn Promiſes, we ſhould no longer be ex- 
prom and waſteful of our pretons Honrs : 

e ſhould not be alwaies. begmming to live, but 
ſhould live indeed and in good earneſt : We 
ſhould in t::9: make fo ſure of a bleſſed 'Ererms- 
ty, thar we ſhould never more have cauſe ro 
fear either Sicknel(s, Death, the Grave, or Hell 


The twelfth and laſt Direftzon. 


If vve yvvould effectually redeem. the Time, 
we Muſt not give 'way to any. Delay, bat ſtrengthen 
nd ſettle our Reſolution againſt any farther Pre 
eraſtination. 

Know: the Time of thy Viſitation : Luke 19. 44- 
Know in thr thy Day the things which belong unto 
#hy Peace, ver. 42. Seckthe Lord while he may 
befornd, call upon him while he is near. Iſa. 55. 
6. Acquaint now thy. ſelf with God, Fob 22. 21. 
Agree: with thine Adverſary quickly, whi'ſt thae 
&t mn the Way with bim, M#. 5. 25. _—_— 
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the Wrath to come : chap. 3. 7. Not go, not» 
run; but fire. Flee for Refuge to lay bold upon the - 
Hope fet- before you : Heb. 6. 18. as of old, the 
unwitting, and unwilling Manlayer was wont 
w haſten ro take hold upon. the Horns of the 
Altar, and to flee for ſafety ro a Sanftnary, or 
City of Refuge, when hotly purſued by the en- 
raged Avenger of Blood; Exod 21. 13. Nin... 
35:6. Dent. 4. 41. Be able ro ſay with holy 
David, P/. 119. 60. I made haſte, and delayed: 
mt to keep thy Commandments. 

Where the Prophet exprefles tt both affirma-- 
tively and negatively, and fo the more Emphati=-. 
cally, afrer the manner of the Hebrews, to ſhew 
his promprirude and readineſs, fpeedineſs and 
quickneſs ; in compariſon of rhoſe dull and la-- 
uy Proorgſtznators, who come nor: at all, or 
come. bur fofcly and flowly ro God. And 
though the Words ſpeak of the 1172 paſt, yer 
{as Calvin oblerves) rhey note a continual act : 
I made hatte and delayed nor; and Lftill make- 
haſte, and now do nor delay to keep thy Com: 
mandments. Rem2mber, how Abraham. -rofe - 
up-early in the Morning, and withour objecting; 
or diſputing, or letting flip the firft opportamry, . 
was ready to.offer, and forward ro-Sacrifice- 
his only Son; art Gods command; Gen.-2. 3; 
And how Chriits Difciples, at his firft Call; ms. 
wedzately left their Nets, the Ship and their Fa-- 


ther, dd. followed» bimy Marth. 4. 20,22, And: 


take Example by the: wiſe Merchant-in.the Pa- - 
rable, - who: difparch'd- his neceflary bufinefs: 
nmmediarely, withour”. cunQtarion+ or- delay : 
Lhe account there. give, of him is:exprets'd al? 
in, 
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in the preſent Tenſe : He goeth and ſelleth all tha 
hebath, and buyeth the Field in which the Trea- 
ſure was hid. . Mile you have opportunity, 'do 
good to your ſelves, and do good to all, Gal. 6. 
ro. Ler me fay to you concerning Time and 
Opporruniry, as Boaz ſaid ro his Kinſman con- 
cerning the Land, Ruth 4.4. If you will redeem it, 
redeem it : Stand no longer dallying and trifling 
in a matter that requires haſte and ſpeed. For 
here conſider, 


1. The ſooner, the better, Tis better, 


(1.) In. reſpect of God. 
'  (2.) Of our ſelves. 


(r.) The ſooner we redeem the Time, the 
better it is. in reſpet# of God : for God is abun- 
dantly more honoured, and better ſerv d by it. 

He is more honoured by it. Our making haſte 
to redeem the Time, prevents the doing of 
much Diſhonour, which by great and groſs miſ- 
pence of our Time would many ways be cat 
upon God ; by our affronting his Aurthoriy, 
continuing in open-; Rebellion againſt him, 
- breaking his holy and righteous Laws, abufing 
hisCrearures, and miſemploying his Gifts from 
day to day. And more than fo, It anally and 
- Poſitively does much honour to him, as it 1s a ready, 


preſent, obedient, Anſwer to .,God's Call, who , 


.cries, To day ; while it+-1s called to day, Heb. 3. 
97, 13. And a real demonſtration, and” high 
_ expreſſion of our ardent Love, and hearty Aﬀedti- 
en 0 bijm, and his Laws, and Yays: and an 


open 
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open and conſtant Frſtification of their Equit?, 
Bmity, Suavity, and Amability, in the eye of the 
World. And it is: no ſmall Honour done to 
God, that by making haſte, and nor delaying, 
we devote the beſt of our Time ro him, and 
pur him not off with the very dregs and 
refuſe. 

And further yer ; as God is more honoured, 
ſo he is much better ſerved by ir. The more 
haſte we make to redeem the Time, we ſhall 
de the better difpoſed, +more adapted and firred 
for the Service 'of God ; become more meet 
Veſſels for our Maſter s Uſe : and nor only acquire 
greater Abilities, bur meer with larger, more 
frequent and various ' Opportunities of doing 
God fairhful and '*#&ceprable Service. The 
boner we enter- iti, the longer we ſhall labour 
in our Lord's Vineyard, and do the more 
work for our heavenly Maſter. 

(2.) The ſooner we redeem.the Time, the 
better it is in reſpe# of our ſelves. Tis more 
honourable, more pleaſurable, more profitable to 
do ir ſooner than latter. 

1.[t js more honourable to haſten,and nor ro de- 
hay :' for this is a Sign' that our Acts and Deeds 
are free and voluntary, not forced and conftrain- 
ed: Thar what we do in Religion, we do of 
pood will and choice. On a Sick or Death-bed, a 
Man is ſcared into a ſudden and wncheſen Piery, 
and frighted into fits of 'involuntary Devotion. 
He that never ſers:himſelf ro redeem his Time, 
xill a -mighty Fear forcibly drives and impells 
him to -ir; rill he - finds he approaches and 
draws near to the Gares of Death and _— 
an 
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and isready to give up hiswiready and unallaw.. 
able Accounts ro the great and righreaus Judges 
This Man acts diſhonourably, for he does nothing 
our of diſaffetion ro his Sins 3; nothing ar alt 
for the. Love of God, and fur the ſake of Vertne: 
Bur it is an Honour and a Credi# to a Chriſtian, 
to redeem the Time by his own Ele#:on, and to 
act for God our of a free-and ingenuoms Principle 
of Love. 

2. 'The more haſte we make to- redeem; the 
Time, it. is ſo much the more eu/rrable ro us: 
For, if we take up Chrift's Burden berimes, 
we. ſtall account it a hght Burden : Te will 


alleviare it ro: us, If we enter ear/y into God's. 


Service, we ſhall more eaſily reckon his Service 
perfett Freedom. Vhe ſogxer we turn, our Feet 
unto God's Teitimeanies, we ſhall run the way 
of them with more Freedom, [The ſooner: we 


addreſs and apply - our ſelves to the keeping of 


Gods Commandments, we ſhall bring our ſelyes 
with ſo much /e/s pains to keep them, atid ſhall 
talte' more Sweetnes in our Obſervance of them: 
We ſhall nor meer with ſuch, Diffeulties when 
we fer vpon the Work, .nor. have fo. great and 


valt Prejudzoes againit (ods Laws'atd Ways to: 


remove.; fuch itrong Baſſes to firifal Courles 
to knock off, ſuch- grown and radicated /anful 
Habits to- root our ; We ſhall enter into the 
Way of Geds Commandimenes, and fall upon 
the Practice . of Piery with leis. reluctaney and 
conrramrency ; and: the longer we have walked 
in. the holy Path, the beter we ſhall. like *: 
the longer we haye kepr. the Divine Precepts, 
the more we {hall experience the Goodneſs, ow 
had. 
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fad and feel rhe Comfort of them : and { ſtill 
be more and mygre pleaſed and fatisfied with 
them, and delighred in them. 

3. The more haſte we make to redeem the 
Time, it will prove the more profitable and be- 
wicial ro us : We ſhall ger rhe more Grace, the 
mare Peace here ; and a greater Reward of Glory 
hereafter. 

The more we ſhall get of Gods Grace. Grace 
sencreaied by degrees ; and this is the Method 
of the Divine Wildom, for God ordinarily to 
give out his Grace as a help and encouragement to 
uſefulneſs and Diligence; 2 Reward and Remu- 
neration of ir. God does not uſe to communis 
care his Grace to drouly, fleepy, idle,.. lazy 
Loterers; bur to impart it- to waking and ſtir- 
riog, active and buſie Perſons : Habenti dabitur. 
Unto every one that hath, and induſtriouſly uferh 
what he hath, in a farthfal improvement of his. 
Time, and rrading with his Tatens ; ro hinz 
ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance, Mar. 
25. 29. The more work we do, the moreſtrength 
and Grace we ſhall receive; and rherefore let's 
early be up, and quickly be doing. | 

Again ; The ſooner we do redeem onr Tune, 
thermore peace we ſhall have, as well as the 
more Grace. An early painful, a conſtant labo- 
rious Chriitian muſt needs be ordinarily a com- 
fartable Chriſtian, Some degree of comfors at- 
tends. and follows every good Action, as Heas uc- 
campanies Fire, and as Beams and. Influences ijfus 
fram#be Sun : and many degrees ' of comfort - will 
certainly uſually accompany may good Aftions, 


The more we haſten ro: redeena Gur Lime as 
we 
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we ought, we ſhall the ſooner attain to a high 
depree of Probability, and a comfortable Aſſurance 
of our Juſtification and Righr ro Salvacion, 
Bur as long. as we wilfully waſte our Time, 
and miſ-pend our Hours, fo long we ſhall: be 
rroubled wirh diſquiering Doubts, and perplex- 
ing Fears. There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to 
the VVicked, ſays the Propher, I/a. 57. 21. but 
great Peace have they which love thy Law, (ſays 
David; Pf. 119. 165.- which love it fo well, as 
ro make very great haſte ro keep it. 

Once more; As the ſconer we redeem our: 
Time and Opportunities, the more Grace and 
Peace we ſhall ger here ; fo we ſhall receive a 
greater Reward of Glory hereafter. God will re- 
munerate'us according to bur Works : 'The more 
we have done for hzm, the more we ſhall re- 
ceive/from him. The more a&ts of Obedience 
we have- performed, we ' ſhall be recompenſed 
with the- higher Degree of heavenly Glory. 
The ſooner you do ut, ſo much the berter. 


That's the firſt. 


Conſider, 
©(2.) We muſt make-haſte, and not delay to 
redeem the Time, "becauſe they rhat make moſt 
haſte to redeem it, do find rhey have work enough 
ro fill-up all their Time, -and take up all rheir. 
Days and Hours. "The Well-doing the buli- 
neſs of Religion will fully employ us all our 
lifelong.” Tis a ftrange thing, for-any to think 
that the work of a'Day, of an Hour ,' of att In- 
ſlant, which Wiſdom's Children, the: mott : un+ 
deritanding People of God, think a whole - 
ttt 
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litle enough-for. Do you dream of believing 
nan Inſtant, of repenting in an Inſtant 2 Re- 

tance has many Ats and Exerciles belonging 
wir. To remove and expel long contracted 
kabits.of Sin, to arrive ro a confirmed fer:led 
fare of Goodnels, to give an Example of 
Chriſtian Graces in all Relations and Conditions 
of Life z certainly thele are things that require 
zlarge and. very confiderable zratt of Time, and 
annor be crouded into a narrow Room. 

If we do bur conſider, that they that have 
eared rhe moft early into the Service of God, 
and have done many 'Years work for God, do 
acknowledge themſelves, even afrer the pains 
ind-induſftry of #hirty or forty years Piety to be 
burvery smperfe# Chriſtians : If the molt de- 
your, religious Perſons, afrer their uſing fo 
much Diligence, do find ar laſt ſo much DInve- 
weion and Unholineſs in themſelves ; many bad 
wiques of Selfiſhneſs,: Worldlineſs, Pride and 
Pffion ; many initial exceſſes in Mears and 
Drinks; much Coldneſs and Deadneſs in holy 
Duries, much S/ackneſiand Remiſneſi in the ways 
of Godlineſs ; fume ſtrong Temptations, which 
bmetimes ſhake rhem, and are ready ro fo;/ 
and over-bcar them ; ſome Weakneſſes and Un- 
wwardneflcs, which rhey can never free them- 
klves wholly from : It we well and ſeriouſly 
conſider this, we ſhall be forced ro confeſs, rhar 
the Redemption of Time, and Butfineſs of Re. 
lgion, 1s nor ro be delayed and pur off ro be a 
late, much leſs the /aſ# Work to be done by a 
Chriſtian, 
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(3.) We muſt make haſte,] and not. delay. q|fit © 
redeem the Time ; for mot 


| Prov. 
Unworthy and diſmzenuous, | ju" 

Delays are "> gn and dangerous. wee. 
ih and unreaſonable. < 
\ 
r. In reſpe&tof Ged .-.|aul 
1. Unworthy - In reſpect of our ſekin, In 
| ifae 


I, Unworthy in reſpet of God. Every Dey| 

or the Redemprion f or Ty for Gods So h 
ice, It argues Our want 0 ,. our Ia 

AﬀeCtion and Love to God : > ew we 
our Sins before bim. What an worworthy thing's dia 
It, that we ſhould pre God off, who ſhould bv| Vil 
ſerved in the firſt place by us, if we had Chriſte] belt 
nty or Reaſon ? we ſhould ever expect | us 
receive the Reward of Eternal Life, and uncons| mit 
ceiveable Happineſs from him, and yet Wo 
to Devore the few Days of this temporal 13 
to him 2 That we ſhould refuſe ro give oar gud | ve 
Days to God, .and ſtrongly preſinne that God at | oft 
laſt will. be contented, well-pleaſed and {aris | 50 
hed with the weak, and faint, and /ickly Serwie | 0! 
of thoſe evi/ Days, which we our ſelyes ſb | 5- 
ay we have ns pleaſure in? Bcocl. 12. 1, What T 
a diſogennous thing. is it, not ro go ro God till | v 
we cannot tell whither ro go ? Juſt as Meng | 
into an Hopire, when they apprehend rhey are | 
quite uſcle(s, and find therh{clyes utrerly dilabted | W 
ro do any Work, and wholly unfit for Labour S 
and Service ? X 


What baſeneſs is it to deal worſe with God, rr 


—— 
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fir condirion'd and ingennous Men deal one with 
mother ? Say not unto thy Neighbour, ſays Solomon; 
Pr.v.3,28. Say not unto God,lay I, Go,anud come 4- 

nand to morrow I will give ; when thou haſt it by 
tee. Thou haſt thy endeavours, and thy Heart 
und Aﬀections more by thee,now' than thou art 
lkely-ro have bereafter : and therefore do not 
auſleſly and triflingly pur God off. 'T he Wages 


of an hired Servant, were not to abide with an 


| raclitiſh Maſter all Night until the Morning. 


liv.19.13. Nor way wedeter the Payment of 
the Debt which weall ow to our great Land- 
Wd, when ir is at preſent juſtly demanded, 
he canaot « honour remit, or forbear 1t. 
we unworthily and wickedly oppoſe our 


| Wills to the Wiſdom and Will of God, who 


belt underſtands what is the - fitteft Time, and 
ks Right co appoint, and Authority to derer- 
mine the Tz» of our Work, as well as the 
Work ic felt When God foplainly faies, To 
&; Is it meee for us to lay, To morrow ? Shall 
we continue -to delay, when we promiſe {o 
ofren ro break off our Delaies? Shall we make 
bod wait,who ſo pathertically calls, and cries, 
0 that there were ſuch an Heart in them | Deur. 
ſ. 29, When ſpall it once be ? Jer. 13.27. 
Tis unworthy to deal worſe with God than we 
would deal with Men. 

But how highly unworthy is itto deal warſe 
with God, than we have dealt with Sm, and 
with the Nevi/ himſelf > To come an in the 
Service of God as ſlowly as a Snail, when we 
uled ro #4472 to our ſinful courſes as eagerly and 
violently as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battle * 


Jer. 
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Jer. 8.6. Todeny God continually what he 


requires, and reaſonably expects ; when we 
have fo frequently farisfied and fulfilled the 
Deſires of the Fleſh, and not once faid Nay to the 
Devil's Temprations ? To linger, and delay 
to keep God's Commandments, who have made 
the greareſ; haſte and ſpeed, and never in the 
teaſt delayed to do rhe Luſts and Works of the 
Devil ? 

Once more ; Whar ſhameful Unworthineſſ i 
I,, to deal worſe with God, than God himſelf 
deals with us ? When we ftandin need of God, 
God makes no unneceflary Delay. Chrift'y 


repreſented as coming leaping upon the Mountain, 
and chipping upon the Hille, Cant. 2.8. Wha 
the Time of Deliverance is come, Chriſt makes 
hafte, and rejoiceth to fave : and no Moun- 
tains nor Hills, eithey of $in or Mz/ery can ſtop 
him: And ſhall we ſecretly juſtify, maintain |; 
and plead for our Delaies, by objecting the 
many Mountains of Difficulries that ſtand in the 
waies of Chriſt's Conimands 2 When ar any 
time we want any thing, ir does nor content 
and farisfy us that God at /aſt will give us the 
Mercy, -but we are impatient till he does it : 
We are ready to cry with David, Pal. 40. 13, 
17. O Lord, make haſte to help me : make m 
tarrying, O my God. We would be loth tobe 
ferv'd ſo ' by God, as we do uſually ſerve God 
When God himſelf has no delight ro put us off, 
whar unworthineſs is ir for any of us ro find in 
our Hearts to put God off. 
”" God makes indeed many great and very 


long Delaies, with relation to the Execution of 
| his 
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his Fudgments : Burt here it is highly diſingenu- 
as for us to delay, becauſe God delazes. 1s wt nor 
2n indication of an s{ Naturea plain diſcovery 
of a bad Temper, for any ro- defer their Repen- 
tence, becauſe God defers their Puniſhment ? 
and by prolonging and lengrhning our our 
Diſobedience, ro make God ſuffer from us, be- 
cauſe we do not ſuffer from him ? What wretched 
Weneſs is it to take /iberty and encouragement to 
continue {till in an evil way, and run on pre- 
imptouſly in a courſe of Sin, becauſe God is 
merciful patient and long-ſuffering, and Sentence 
inſt an evil Work us not executed fpeedily ? 
kicl 8. 11. when as the Goodneſſand Patience 
of God ſhould lead and oblige us to ſpeedy 
Fepentance ; And nothing in the World can 
potlibly appear more unbecoming. and a more 
wprateful return to the Kindnels of Heaven, 
than ro be bold to be evil, becaule God is good. 
Vhart can be more contrary to all Ingenuity, than 
bfay in your Hearts, and to fignify in your 
Lives, ( thongh you will not for ſhame fpeak out 
a thing ) that you earneltly defire to have 
bme further Time afforded you to live in Sin, 
and offend God, yer a white longer, by a- 
buing his Mercies and diſobeying his Com- 
mands ; and when all is done, ro receive ar 
alt a general Parden, upon a ſhort and/light 
ntance and Confeflion ; and withour rhe 
Trauble of a holy Life, or taking any pains in 
working out your Salyation, to: be freely and 
hilly made Prnabre of rhe Riches and 
Treaſures of Mercy and Glory ? 
hall we ihewour ſelves /o monſtrouſly diſingenu- 
ous, 
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ous, as ro delay to repent and obey ; when in | 
the caſe of his Judgments, God is ſo gracioy [its 
as to delay:Bur in rhe cafe of his Mercies hes | by 
fo kind as nor to delay ro give what he ſe | 
were are fit to receive ? 

2. Delaies are unworthy #7 reſpec of ay a 
ſelves. For, By 

(r.) The very AG of deferring plainly dif. |but 
vers aFalſe, rotten, corrupt, unſound and ws | 
fimcere Heare. Some are fo weak as to think [th 
there is fomewhat of Goodneſs in them, becauk |Me 
they reſolve to redeem the Time, by ing | Mt 
——_— and obedient hereafter:Bur I think ir i$s4 - 
Sign of great Baſenef. A Man that es tO 
God's | Cor” nk a —_—_ pry. = 
to keep and obſerve them at preſent ; the plain "4 
rruth of it is, he has #o real honeſt good Mil 
ro keep them ar all. He is juft like a cheatiy | * ( 
Debzer, that puts off the Payment from day | mi 
day, with good Fords and fair Promiſes ; ma | el 
becauſe he really deſigns to diſcharge rhe Dek| 10 
at the Time appointed; bur becauſe he xever ih | 74 
rends to pay it, if he can poſſibly foift ands | bra 
vord ir. "Thar which makes you »ow defirousw|be c 
defer the Redempnon of yaur Time,-will make |G&rz 
you toth ro redeem ir hereafter, as well as now. | Hel 

(2.) To delay the Redemption of our Tims [fx 

is very unworthy in reſpe# of our ſelves, becaul | ther 
It infers the miſimprovement and mi{employment | grea 
of our rationa Faculties, and the grear Abu vat 
of our | bodily Members during our Dela | ws, 
When every one of us have Souls capable @ | lui 
doing Go4 andour Generation good - Servic, | Bur 
what an wmwvorthy thing it is either not _ bat 
p29 yg 
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n in |floy, or tO milemploy the noble Powers of our 
iow {reaſonable Souls, which are alwaies fit for 
he i | igher Services, and berrer Uſes, than the dila- 
fan [wy Sinner purs them ro. Does it not too plain- 
k 2 mean and low.and baſe Spirit, to 
—— { ro continue a S/ave to Sin, a Druds and 
Bmdnan to the Devil ; when thou might'ſt be 
iſco. | bufied and ſer a-work in God's Service, and very 
- + | norably and gainfuly employed by the greatand 
ink | ighty Monarch of the World > To yietd your 
mb [Members as Inſtruments of Unrighteouineſfs 
ming |#ito Sin,inftead of yielding your felyes ro God, 
ti4[and your Members as Initruments of Righte- 

>| iſneſs unto God ? 
þlan{/-2. To delay the Redemprion of our Time, is 
dows and mT well as unworthy and 

enuous.. For. 
ating AP The Time of our Life is very uncertain. Se- 
ww | muſly conſider, rhat if thou colt not take the 
"mx | reſent Time, Time with thee may quickly be 
Dekk | 10 more. He that x; long forborn, is often fuatcht 
w | ay of & ſudden, Thou maieit go down to the 
nd & | Grave in a Moment, Job 21. 13.. Thou maieſt 
us [be dead, and buried ; thy Body be rotten in the 
nake | reve, and thy Soul grievoufly tormented 1n 
208. | Hel long before the rime comes which rhoudidft 
img | fx and ſe for thy Repentance, and the amend- 
aut | ment of thy Lite, Delay, faics Seneca, is the 
ment | greateſt Loſi of humane Life : It deprives tus of 
thu | #ar which xs preſent, while it Promiſes that 
lains | which is future. The preateſs hindrance of 
þ o living well, faies he, is, Hope of living to marrow. 
vis, | Burtt is a noted Saying of St. Gregory, He that 
et» | Math premifed Pardon to him that 1-pents, he has 
plof 3 wr-promiſed to morrow to repent in. Andit —=—_ 
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has not promiſed 'it ro us, we have vorealo 
ro pronuſe ir to our ſelves : for, 'tis a Rule in 
Civil Law, No Perſon can. promiſe. that which-i 
anothers. He ſpake prudently and piouſly; why 
when he was «Cvired ro Come- tO morrow-I0 4 
Featt, returned this Anſwer, I have not had i 
morrow for theſe many Years. It was good 
Counſel which a wiſe Rabbi gave his Scholar, 
that he ſhould be ſure to repent one day before by 
died. Burt if you delay to be penitent-and pi 
ous, holy and religious, the preſent Day ; you 
may never have the Benefit and Advantage d 
another. 

Young Men too commonly laviſh our rhe pre- 
ſent, in hope of redeeming the future Time: 
Bur they build their Hope upon the greateſt Un 
certainty in the World. Toung Men -(as Tu 
brings in Cato diſcourſing) in tome reſpects, are 
in greater danger of Death. than O/d Men; 
They fall into Diſeaſes more eaſily, ficken man 
violently, and are cured more hardly: and there- 
fore there are but very few thar reach to an 
Old Age. The Fews tell of Ben Syra yet a Child, 
(as Dr. Stoughton relates the Story) that he 
bepped of hu Maſter to inſtrutt him in the Law 
of God, who defer d it, and put him off ; ſayin, 
he was too young yet to be entred into Divine Myſte- 
ries: then he replied, But Maſter, ſaid. be, 1 
have been in the Church-yard, and perceive by the 
Graves which I have lain down by, and meaſured 
and find ſhorter than my ſelf, that many have. died 
younger than I am, and what ſhall I do then? 
And if I ſhould die before I have learned the Law 
of God, what would become of me then, Wy” \ 
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The conſideration of our ſhort Life, ſays that wor” 
thy Doctor, ſhould cauſe us to make haſte to learn 
to know, and ſerve God, and to think we cannot 
begin to ſtudy that Leſſon. too ſoon, that can never 
be learned too well. And withal, to uſe all Speed 
and Diligence, leſt, as Children have uſually torn 
their Books, ſo, we have ended our Lives, before 
we have learned our Leſſons. | 

: Work while it is Day : the Night cometh, when 
nw Man can work, Joh. 9. 4. Je a little wile 
xs the Light [of this Life] with you : walk, while 
ye have the Light, leſt Darkneſs come upon you, 
c. 12. V. 35. Do not carry your ſelves like idle 
Boys, who play away their Cane, and then are 
forced ro go to Bed in the dark, 

Thy Life is wncertain; and therefore, with 
Apelles, that curious Painrer, ler no Day go 
without ſome ſtroke, or Line drawn to the Life: 
Let no day pals withour diſpatching ſome 
lawful Buſineſs, withour periorming tome good 
Work, and doing ſome laudable verruous 
Action. Do' every Day the Work of thar 
Day : Make Relss:0n thy buſineſs every day of 
thy Life. 

(2.) Delays and Prorogarions are very dan- 
gerous, becaale many other things are exceeding 
uncertain as well as onr Lives.” Thou dolt nog 
know, but that by ſome Diſeaſe thon mayelt 
qure lote rhe uſe of thy Reaton;” and*ithe natu- 
ral right Exerciſe of thy Ratnonal- Faculries, 
and fo becoine in a manner dead, even wile 
tou {Gveſt, Or if till thou retainert the free 
ule of thy Reaſon, yer thou inayett be deprived 
a the neansof Grace, and helps ro Salvation 
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Thy Teachers may be removed into a Corner, Ia, 
30 20. Thou mayelt be pinch'd with a Famine 
of hearing the Word of the Lord, Amos 8. 11, 12. 
and be ready to periſh for want of Viſion, Prov. 
29. 18. Or through Sickneſs, or ſome fad 
Providence, thou mayeit be hindred and de- 
raind from making uſe of thoſe. common 
Mecans, which others comfortably and profi- 
tably enjoy. Or, tf thou haſt Liberry toatrend 
on the outward means of Grace, thou mayek 
receive the Crace of God in vain, 2 Cor. 6. 1. 
not. know and underitand i» this thy Day the 
things that belong unto thy Peace, Luke 19.42. 


Thou mayeit have a Price in thy hand to "yet. 
I/:ſdem, and be ſuch a Fool as to have w'beart 


to 4t, Prov. 17,.16. Thy Mind may become 


more unprepared, and thy Will more indiſps- 


ſed ro receive the Iruth, and embrace the 
Goodneſs of the Word. Thou mayelt be ready 
ro reſ/jſt the working of the Spirit in the great 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, As 7. 51. and 
mayelt render irs ordinary Motions ineffectual, 
and, the common Grace of God unſucceſsful. 
Thy continued Delays are likely ro render thee 
more yntcachable and.uniractable, more incu- 
rable-and unchangeable ; more full of falſe 


Opinions of God and his Ways, and. ftrong 


Prejudices and Hearr-rilings againſt Religious 
Practices ;; more 4ertled in fintyl Ways and 
Courſes. Thy, choſen Delays: will 'intenfibly 
drav! on ſinful Habits, and evil Cuitoms, 
which will prove and become a ſecond Nature, 
and be hardly left, and difficultly laid down. 
'L eſe poiſonous Roots will nor be eaſily pluck'd 


up. 
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np. 'Thele Leopards Spots will nor be quickly 
fercht onr. Thou wilt be as unable ro do ir 
thy ſelf, as an Ethiopian is to change his Shin, 
fer. 13. 23. and it ts a perardventure whether 
God will cure a cuſtomary, habitual procratti- 
nating Sinner, 2 Tim. 2. 25. Upon thy wiltul 
long Petays God may deny thee the ſeaſonable 
Aids, and foveraign Auxziliaries of his Grace ; 
ſuſpend rhe Inffuences, wirhdraw the Afliſtan- 
cs, ceaſe rhe Motions, and diſcontinue the 
Strivings of his Spirir;z and fo all ourward 
Means enjoyed may prove ineffectual for your 
Good. God may withhold his ſpecial Grace, 
m Judgmenr for your Non-improvement of 
common Grace. Yea, thy obſtinate Delays 
may provoke God ro hide the things of thy Peace 
from thy Eyes, Luke 19. 42. rodehver thee over 
mto Satans Power, to leave thee ro thy ſelf, ro 
groe thee up to thy own Hearts Luſts, Pl. $1. 12. 
to judicial Blindneſs of Mind, to dreadful car- 
nal Security, and horrible Hardneſs of Hearr ; 
to a reprobate Mind, Rom. 1. 28. and a ſeared 
cauterized Conſcience, 1 Tim. 4. 2. By way of 
Puniſhment of thy Delays, God may ſuffer 
thee ro fin on, till rhou comit ro be paſt feeling, 
Eph. 4. 19. and nor help thee to recover any 
ſpiritual Sence in a dying Hour : bur ar laft give 
thee the Spirit of Slumber, Rom. 11. 8. or ler 
thee fall into the lamentable Condition of 
downright Deſperatzen. Of each of which, a 
learned Writer gives us a very notable and re- 
markable Example : Of the fermer, our of 
Petrus Damizanus, of one GunizZo, a fatizons and 
envitions Perſon, to whom the Tempter gave no- 
S 3 tice 
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tice of his approaching Death ; but when ay 
Man - na =, Repentance to him, out of a ſtrange 
Incrriouſneſs, or the Spirit of Reprobation, 

feem'd like a dead and unconcerned Perſon : in 
all other Diſcourſes he was awake, and apt to an- 
ſwer. And of rhelatrer, outof Venerable Bede, 
of a Drunken Monk, who upcn. his . Death bed 


feem'd to ſee Hell open'd, and a-Place aſſign d him 


near to Caiaphas, and thoſe who crucified our 
deareſt Lord. The Religious Perſons that ſtood 
about-his Bed, call'd on him to repent of has Sing, 
to implore the Mercies of God, and to truſt im 
Chriſt ; but be anſwered, This is no time to 
change my Life, the Sentence is paſt upon me, and 
ut 2s too late. 

There may be no room and place for Conſide- 
ration and Repentance upon thy Death-bed, 
enher rhrough ſenſeleſmeſi and ftupudity, cauſed 
by the ſpecial Dileale of thy Body, or the {ad 
and diretul Divine Judgment : or through too 
quuick a feeling, too deep a ſenſe of pungent cor- 
poral Pain, or exquilite Torture of Mind and 
Coalcience : the 'l emprer butily ferring in with 
thy own guilry awaken'd Conicience, ro, ag- 
gravate thy Sins ro thy Terrour and Amaze- 
ment, and to load thee heavily till rhou faint- 
eſt, finkeſt and falleſt, cruſbt and broken under 
the Burden. 

Bur fappoſe thou ſhouldſt land at that Day 
in much more moderate tolerable Circum'tances, 
yer thou mayelt be dittracted and diverted 
wich the Thoughts of making or altering thy 
Will, ſettling thy Ettate, ditpoting- and order- 
ing the Afairs ot thy Family, ftating and clear- 
ng 
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ing the Intereſts of thy Relatives. And when 
thou art abour ro bid thy final and /aft Farewel 
to every thing in this World that is near and 
dear to thee, and arr under a ſtrange and ftrong 
apprehenſion of haſtily approaching Death and 
Judgment, 'twill prove a very hard task to 

in and maintain a well-compoſed and und:- 
ſturbed Mind in the management of thy great 
Soul-concerns. 

Bur admir thou ſhouldit enjoy much Freedom 
of Thoughts, and have the grearett Advantage 
imaginable of a quiet ſedate Frame and Tem- 
per, in the Procedure of that moit bufie Day 
and Hour, yer is there a very formidable Dan- 
ger of thy dying and departing withour ratio- 
nal Satisfaion abour rhe Goodnels and Safery 
of thy State and Condition, or any comforta- 
ble Evidence of the Divine Acceprance of thy 
Death-bed Peformance. 

3. To delay the Redemption of thy Time, 
is highly unreaſonable, and very fooliſh : ro put 
of the building of a ſpirirnaal Temple in thy 
Soul, as the Fews excuſed their Neglect of 
reedifying the material Temple, by ſaying, 
The Time is not come, Hag. 1. 2. 

Whar Folly is it, ro /ofe the preſent, which 
God has pur in thy own hand, and ro derermine 
and diſpoſe of rhe future Time, which oly and 
wholly re!ts in rhe Hand of God, and 1s quite 
out of thine. To pur all to the venture of re- 
peating and ſecuring thy State heregfter, when 
lo many have ruind and undone themſelves 
without remedy or recovery, by lingring and 
lotering Delays. 

» Wha: 
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Whar a plain and apparent Se/f-deluſion, is it, 
to except -again{t and wave the preſent Time, 
becanſe it 1s preſent ; fince when that Time 
which now is future thall become preſent, you 
muſt then pur that off for the ſame reaſon that 
now you pur this by ? 

Whar a ſi!ly Cheat doſt thou pur upon thy 
ſelf, while thou doſt prerend a purpoſe ro make 
bur a very ſhort Delay ; a Defire ro enjoy thy 
Sin bur a little longer, ir may be but thx once 
more ; and a Reſolution then ro part and ſhake 


hands with it for ever ? when as the very next- 


touch may deadly infect thee, rhe very next taſte 

oiſon thee ; one other Cloſure with ſenſual 

(eaſure will in all probability more deeply en- 
amour thee ; one farther embface of Sin more 
bewt:tch and faſcinate, incbriate and intoxicaze 
thee ; one ſffep more preſently carry thee 1niq 
a vnare, that will entangle and hold thee fait 
torever. Is it likely thar thou wilt leave thy 
910, when thou ſtalr b2 more in love with it, 
more enſlaved to it 2 and that rhou wilt be able 
ro deny thy Luft, when rhou hatt greatly. pro- 
voked and enflamed ir, by farther gratifying and 
fultilling ir ? Doit not thou take a direct courie 
to befor and infartuare thy ſelf, and ro bring thy 
ſelf, ar laſt ro delight in rhe Remembrance of 
thoſe beloved Sins which thou ſt:alt nor be able 
to att any longer 2 © Thou. Fool dareit thou vyen- 
ture to break . the Commandments of God 
now, and pretend a purpoſe ro keep them here- 
after; when every breach of God's holy Laws 
will /eſſer thy 4w and Revcrence of them,make 
thee more unfir and unable to keep. taem, 

more 
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more averſe ro the Obſervation of ther» 
more ready ro contemn them, more prone and 
bold ro violate rhem for the furure ? 

How lamentably doſt thou abyſe thy ſelf, by 
encouraging thy ſelf ro Sin at preſent, upon 
hopes of repenting hereafter ? that 1s, in plain 
terms, 1n hopes of accuſing and condemning thy 
fel, of bluſking and becoming aſhamrd and 
confounded ; of being ſorely rrouble1, greatly 
grieved, and ſorry exceedingly ar thy very 
hearr ; of falling our with thy {elf ar lait, call- 
ing = {elf Fool, Mad-man, Beaſt ; __ puniſh- 
ing and taking Revenge upon thy ſelf for whar 
thou atdear FOE" 

Whar a vain Confidence and groundleſs Ex- 
pectarion is it, ro think thou ſhalt eaiily ger rid 
of thy Sins, when they will be much more 7:- 
weed and radicated : and prefently recover the 
Favour of God, when thou haſt more highty 
provoked and incenfed him, with thy aggravated 
Nins, and multiplied Proyokcartions : and quick- 
ly regain the Morions of Ged's Spirir, when 
thou haſt grieved and driven him away by thy 
very recaous long Delaies. 

What a falle and imaginary Hope 1s 1t, t0 
look at laft ro obtain rhe Pardon of all rhy Sins, 
without having reſpect ro Gol's Command- 


ments in the courle of thy Life 2 when God * 


does intend and promiſe Pardon in order to Ho- 

linefi, and chiefly detign it as an Encorrazment 

to chearful fairhful fincere Obedience, There 15 

Forgiveneſi with thee ; that thou maieſt be ſeared : 
faies the Pſalmiit. P/. 130. 4. 

How unreaſenable 15 it, to live ina continual 

p 4 Neglect 
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Neglect of thy preſent neceſſary indifpenſable 
Dury, and ro expect that God ar lait ſhould 
yield to accept the 7/711 for the Deed, when the 
Deed is our of thy own Power meerly through 
thy own Default ? 

What Yeakneſs 18 it, to delight to delay,when 
nothing is to be gotten by it ? when thou canſt nor 
hope that God hereafter willalrer his law,change 
his Coyenant,accept and ſave thee upon cheaper 
Terms and eafier Conditions than now he is 
pleaſed to propole ro thee. When God's Wil 


* 15 not likely to alter, nor rhy own M/ill more 


likely by Delay to be wrought toa Compliance 


with the Divine Will, whar is the meaning of 
all thy rarrying '? Is ir prudent to delay thy 
Duty,»hen thou canſt nor retard thy Puniſhment? 
when though thou lingereſt and delaicit, yer 
thy Fudgment now of a long time lingreth not, thy 
Danmation ſlumbreth not, 2 Per. 2. 3. 

Yea. whatan maccountable carriage isit, by 
making Delazes to calt rhy ſelf into grand In- 
conveniences ; to run thy ſelf into ſuch unhappy 
Circumſtances, that thou ſhalr haye hereafter a 
more painful difficult Work to do than ever, leſs 
time todo it in,leſs ſtrength within and ſmaller aids 
and helps from withour, from Heaven above, 
to do it with; and ſhalt meet with more 
-bindrances and obſiructions in rhe doing of it 
from the Devil, the World, and thy own 
Corruprions ? 

What an abſurdity is it to multiply Dclaies, 
and never to make any end of them ? to 
find no leiſare in all thy Life to live well? to 
tengrhen our, and let tby morrow grow till it 
reach 
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reach the years of Priamus or Neſtor ; and, if 
it were potiible, the full Age of Metrhuſelah ? 
Sr. Auſtin confeſſes and condemns his former 
lingring dilarory Temper. I was clearly con- 
vinc d by the Truth, ſaies he, and had nothing ts 
anſwer but only lazy and ſleepy Words, another” 
time, ſhortly, a while hence, let me alone but a 
little longer : But my Delaies were endleſs and 
infinite, and would beep and obſerve no meaſures or 
limits. 1 prayed in this manner ro thee, ſaies 
he; Lord give me the gift of Chaſtity and Con- 
tinence : But I {aid in mv heart, pray do not give 
it yet to me, for I was afraid leſt thou ſhouldſt = 
me too quickly, and heal me too ſoon, &c. And 
ar latt he reaſoned himſelf our of this un- 
xaſunable Humour, in this manner ; How 
long, how long ſhall I put it off till to morrow, and 
next day ? Why not now? Why ſhould not this 
very Hour put an end to my lewd and looſe Life: 
What wnh appy Folly 1s it to delay the Time 
of thy Touth, and fo to loſe the Flower of thy 
e & 
Efrtar a Reproach and Diſpatagemenr ro thy 
Judgment and Underſtanding, thar when thow 
arr come to years of Maturity, arrivd' ro thy 
Middle Age, thou ſhouldit ſhew thy elf fo 
conſiderate and indiſcreet asftill ro delay, and} 
not uſe thy Reaſon and Judgment arighr ? 
What a farcher and higher | _ of Folly1s it;. 
to defer the Redemprion of rhy Time rill O// 
A The Stoick will tell rhee, Ty late to fpare> 
when thou comeſt to the Bottom. * for it x. not only: 
the leaſt, but the very worſt; that us left to the laſt... 
Art not thou aſham'd; (aies he, to reſerve nothing: 
Y 5, buts 
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Fut the Reliques, the Droſs, the Drepgs and Re. 
fuſefor thy ſelf; and to ſet that Time for the better. 
Ing of thy Mind and amendment of thy Manners, 
which can. be beſtowed on nothing elſe ? Is it nat 
extream!y late, ſaies he, the.» to begin to. live, 
when thou ſhauldſt make an end of Li * What 
% ſo fooliſh a Forgetfulneſi of Mortality, as to defer 
wholſome C ao, to the fiftieth or ſixtieth Teat 
of thy yl and te think to enter tipon 4 vertiious 


Life at ſuch a time, as very few have lengthned 


out their daies to? I may here apply thoſe Words 
of Epicurus, commended and adopted by Seneca, 
Vat ts more uncomely than an Old Man beginning 
ro live > Though the Trurh 1s, in the caſe of 
Godly Living, Better [ate than never. But is it 
any act or part of Wiſdom, to reſolve 10 begin 
ww. redeem the. Time ar ſuch an Age, when 
thou wilt bluſh, in conſideration of thy Years, 
to diſcover to any thy wonderful, ſhametul, 
grols Ignorance of the things of God, in order 
ro. thy receiving Information and Inftruction, 
and furniihing thy Mind with neceffary Know- 
ledg ; and, through Hakneſs of Underitand- 
ing and te fo more uncapable of learn- 
ing..the great things of the Chriitian Religion, 
and Goſpel-Loititurion, than rhou wait in thy 
Younger Time : And wilt be backward to at- 
rempr fo. ungrazeful a H/orkas openly tocenſure 
the Actions and Carriages of thy pat Life, 
and;to condemn and diſcontear thy old Com- 
paniens, by. forſaking their Fellowſhip, and 
raking. up.a courle of Life ſo wholly different 
from,.. and directly contrary to theirs : And 
when thou wilt ftind it lo tough an undet- 

taking, 
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nking, ſo troubleſome and wcafie a task, ro 
conquer and maſter, ro exp21 and extirpare 
moeterate vicious Habits, which have been 
growing all rhy Lite, and rD ger vertuous Dit- 
pofitions- and gracious Habits introduced and 

ted in thy Heart? Is rhis to conclude and 
a& rationally, to think ro turn thy (elf ar large 
tothe full Exerciſe of all thy Chriſtian Dury, 
when thou art reduc'd to a little Nook and 
Cornzr of thy Life > Whar lamentable wretched 
Folly is it, to defer all to an O!d Ave ? | 

Bur is nor this the moſt »z4rvellous Folly and 

Ma4nefi of all, ro adjourn the necellary Work 
and weighty Buſineſs of Redemption of Time 
ma Dy:ng Day and Howr ? or to pur of all to 
a'Death-bed ; and fo ro make rhar rhe Time of 
bezinning, which ſhould be only the Time of 
renewing Repentance ; and to calit rhy {elf into 
{nch traits, .1n which thou. ſhalt have no rim? 
ro-receive, and make ule of that variety of Guds 
Grace, his prevearing, reſtraining, aik.ting, 
furthering, quickning, ftrengrhning, confirm- 
ing, perlevering Grace, which it 1s his uſuz/ 
ſapiential Method to diſpenſe and afford for rhe 
gradyal bringing rerurniag Sinners, in the way 
of Obedience and Holy Liviag ro a participa- 
tioa of the great Rewarus of a bleed Exernity. 
Yea, to conclude and fhut up rhy {elf within 
{ach narrow Cancels, Bounds and Limits, where - 
in'thou thalr be acterly unable to diſcharge and 
pxrform a great part of that Duty, which the 
Goſpel exprelsly requires as the ordinary Qualt- . 
fexion, and common clearly revealed Condition 
in o:der to Salvation ; wynable ro do the Com- 
manaments . 
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mandments of God, Rev. 22. 14. to keep the 
Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jeſu, 


C. 14.V. 12. to do, to keep them all; when 
thou ſhalt want the Objefs and Opportunities of. 


performing the ſeveral Duties, and exerciſing 
the ſeveral Graces, which a courſe of Obedi- 
ence plainiy includes : unable ro anſwer the 
end of Chriſts Death, by /iving to Righteouſnef, 


x Per. 2.24. to exerciſe Chaſtiry, Temperance, 
Morrification, as atts of Ele10n, when thy: 


Body is weak, and low, and languiſhing ; no 
Lutt itirring, no Temptation ro ſuch a Co a(- 
faulting: unable to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
Godly in this preſent World, 1'it. 2. 1%. to run 4 
Race, Heb. 12. 1. patiently ts continue in well- 
doing, Rom. 2. 7. without . fainting, Gal. 6: 9. 
For theſe are things, which cannor be difparchd 
on a fuddexs, perform'd in a trice, or {ſhrunk up 
into a narrow ſcantling, fo ſmall a pittance of 
Time. How can thy Light (ufficiently ſine 
before Men, that they may ſee thy good Works ;; 
when thy Candle is juit ſinking into the Socket ? 

W hart a w:i/d Fancy, and idle Imagination 1s 1t, 
to flatter thy ſelf into rhe Perſwakon; that 
tome ſudden ' flaſhings of a paflionate Repen- 
rance, ſome ſhort gleams of Piety, and little 
ſeatterings of Devotion ; a few good Thoughts, 
or Godly Words ; ſome weak ineffectual 

Purpoſes, imperfect Promiſes, fallacious Reſo- 
tarions. ; or, ar moſt, the Performance of ſome 

finzle Actions, will, upon a Death-bed, be ac- 

ceptable ro God, without habitual Sanftity, and 
an induftrious perſevering Picty, That a few 

Prayers and Tears, Sigas and Groans, an ex+ 

torred 
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rorted Sorrow, and enforced Sadneſs ; a com- 
ulfory Confeſſion of thy Sins, and a Gift of 
harity lefr to rhe Poor, our of chat Eſtate, 
which now 1s rather another Mans than thy own, 
fince thou thy ſelf arr able to keep ir no _ Y 
That ſuch /ttle fight things as theſe will ſerve 
as a ſufficient Compoſition to be offer d ro God, 
and prove available ro croſs and cancel all the 
Debrs, and wipe off the many and great Gwilrs 
of a fifty or threeſcore Tears Impiety and _— 
And thar the' Pardon of *all thy Sins will 'be 
comfortably ſealed, and rhy Soul be certainly 
confign'd ro the Joys of Paradiſe, and Glory of 
Heaven, by receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper immediately before thy Depar- 
ture. Thar if rhou canft burform and frame 
thy ſhorteſt Breath ro call upon God with theſe 
five Words, Lord have Mercy up me, bur a 
lile before thy laſt Gaſp ; they will really 
rove as powerful and available tor the happy 
Batagca of thy Soul ro Heaven, as the 
mumbling over thoſe five Words of Conſecra- 
tion, Hoc eſt enim Corpus meum, tor this is thy 
Body, is by the Papitts imagined to be eftectual 
for the 'Tranſubtanriation of their Hoit. | 
Is this confiitent with the uſe of Reaſon and 
Conſideration, ro venture all upon a Death- 
bed Repentance ? to take a wilful Conſe to. bring 
thy. telf into ſuch a Condition, 11 which thou 
ſhalr be urrerly able, with all rhe help thax ' 
an be afforded rhee, ro find our one Promiſe; 
or ro meer with one Example in the whole Bible, 
tar will filly reach, or » plainly -and - properly 
peak. to thy p.rticwar caſe, and afford thee: ſut- 
ie ficient 
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ficient ſupport, relietand comfort, in that dark 
and diſmal Day and Hour ? ©] 


©hj. No Promiſe ?-may: lame object, and ſay; | © 2 
Why what do you make:;of thoſe Words > 44 | *t 
what time ſoever a Sinner doth repens him of by 'ﬀc 
Sins, From the bottom of bis Heart, I will put all bs 


_— chettneſs out of wy Remembrance: ſaith the | *1 


-Anſro; For awſwen; give me. leave to rell you. |. Þ 
whar others make of theſe Words, and thoſe very | * © 
great Divines too :. © There are no ſuch Words. | '4 
© inthe whole Bible, (ſays the very Learned | 
© Bp. Taylor) nor any nearer to. the ſenſe of them! | - 
© than thoſe Words of rhe Prophet Exekze!, chap, p 
© 18.21. But if the Wick;d will turn from all be 
© Sins that he hath:committed, and heep all my | WP 
© Slatut os, and do that which 1s lawful: and right,. | 7 
* he ſhall ſurely live, be ful not die. Or thole, '4 
© chap. 33. 144/15. in Which you ſhall find Re- 's 
© pervance more fully deſcribed ; YV/oen I ſay | * 
* unto. the Wiekgd;.: Thou ſalt ſurely die: If he | * 
* turn from bs Sin, 4nd de that which is lawful and | © 
* right : if the Wickgdireftore the' Pledge, pive 4 
© 4244 that he had nebbed, walk, in tle Statwesof . | © 
* Life without committing Iniquity ; he ſhall ſurely) | | 
* {ze he ſhell:wot die. Flere only ' is the condi- ( 
© tion of Pardon ; to leave all your Sins, to 
. = hon Gods Starures, ro walk in them, to | - 
© abide; to proceed, ' and make progreſs in them ; | © 
* and'this, wichour the interruption by a dead- | 
; ; Frm {without beequity].40 make reitirution,— | 
* Sans lation for all Injury to our Neighbours | - 


* Fame, 
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«Fame, all wrongs done to his Soul :----When 
«this is done according ro thy utmoſt Power, 
© then thou haſt repenred rruly, then rhou haſt 
© 2-ritle ro the Promiſe : Thou ſhalt farely live, 
' thou ſhalt not die, for thy old Sins rhou haſt 
© formerly commitrred. his place of Ezekiel 
*is it which, is {o.ofren miſtaken for thar com- 
© mon ſaying, At what time ſoever, &c. Repen- 
©ance as ſtared by the Prophet cannor be done 
' [at what time ſoever) not upon a Mans Death- 


*hed.-—-- Let thar ſaying therefore no more de- 


'ceive you, or be made a colour to countenance 
ia perſevering Sinner, or a Death-bead Pe- 

* rutent. | 
And ir is obſervable what a free reflet;onthe 
wdicious Chillingworth, in a Sermon preached 
67 28 King Charles the Firft, was bold to make 
upon thac Paſſage, which then ſtood in the en- 
tance co our Common-Prayer-Book: ©I would 
* to God, ſays he, the Compoſers of our Lirur- 
*' gy, out of a care of avoiding miitakes, and rv 
'take away Occafion of cavilling our Liturgy, 
* and outof Fear of encouraging Carnal Men 
to ſecuriry in finning, had been ſo provident, 
* 28:29 {er down in Terms, the firit Sentence 
taken our of the 18th. of Ezekzel, and nor have 
'put in the place of it an ambiguous, and 
* (though nor 1a it ſelf, yer accidentally, by rea- 
' fon of the mittake ro which it is ſubjeR) I fear 
'yery often a pernicious Paraphrale ; for,whete- 
* as thus they make ir, At what time ſoever---—- 
ſaith the Lord; the plain truth, if you will hear 
'ir, is, the Lord doth nor fay fo, theſe are nor 
' the very Words of God, bur the Paraphraſe of 
*Men , 


496 Redemption of Time © 


* Men : The Words of God are--— where, [ 
* hope, you cafily obſerve that there is no ſuch 
*Word as, At what time ſoever a Sinner doth 
© repent, &c. and rhar there is a wide diffe. 
* rence between this (as the Word repent uſually 
* ſounds in the Ears of the People) and turning 
* from all Sins, and keeping-la!l Gods Statures:; 
*'Thart indeed, having no more in it bur Sor- 
* row and good Purpoſes, may be done eafily 
* and certainly ar the laſt Gaſp ; and ir is v 


* ftrange thar any Chriſtian, who dies in hs . 


* right Senſes, and knows the difference between 
* Heaven and Hell ſhould fail of the performing 
*1t; bur this Work of turning, keeping, and 
* doing, is-—> ordinarily a Work of Time, a 
* long and Iaborious Work (but-yet Heaven is 
© yery well worth it) and if you mean ro go 
*thrqugh with it, you had need go abour it 
* preſently. And I find the Reverend and 
Learned Mr. Robert Bolton expreſſing himſelf ro 
the ſame purpole : I marvel, ſays he, that am 
ſhould be fo blindfolded; and baffled by the Devil, 
as to embolden himſelf to drive off until the laſt, 
by that Place before Confeſſion : At what time ſo 
ever, &c, Eſpecially, if he look upon the Text 
from whence it 1s taken ; which, methinks, being 
rightly underſtood, and the Conditions well conſider- 
ed, 1s myſt punftual and preciſe, to fright any from: 
that dejperate Folly : The Words run thus, Ezek. 
18,21, 22, &c, Hence it appears, that if any 
Mun expett upon Good ground, any Portion in thi 
precious Promiſe of Mercy and Grace, he muſt leave 
all his Sins, and keep all Geds Statutes-— Now: 


what ſpace is left to came to Comfart, by epi 
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all Gods Starutes ; when thou art preſently to paſi 
to that higheſt and dreadful Tribunal, to give an 
exat and ftrit Account for the continual Breach of 
ali Gods Laws all thy Life long ? 

Bur I muſt defire the Objector ro remember, 
that when ſome Alterations were made by 
futhority m our Liturgy, the Paraphraſe was re- 
moved, and rhe proper Words of Scripture put 
in the room of it: and now the ſelf-deceiving 
Procraftinator will not well know what to do for 
want of a Moat time ſoever, &c. which 1s no 


1 where now to be found or mer with in all his 


Bible, or Common-Prayer-Book. 


Obhj. Bur a Friend ro Delays may further ob- 
jet; and' fay ; Though, 1 confeſs, I was ont 
in alledging'rhe Promife,- yer certainly there' is 
an Example that affords ſufficient ground of 
Comfort ro a late and Death-bed Penitenr. 
You: cannot deny, ſays he, but that the Thief 
was converted upon the Croſs, in the laſt Howr 
of his Life ; and, norwithſtanding his extream 
late Repentance, was accepted and received 
by Chriſt ro Mercy. | | 


Anſw. It is eſpecially from this Example abu- 


ſed, that ignorant Dawbers, and wntaught Teach- 


ers take occaſion ro prepare and make up that 
Opate Divinity, which rhey miniſter ro the 
douls of ſuperficial Dearh-bed Penitents, and 
lo ſend rhem away 'into the Paradiſe of Fools. 
And this is the great Rock of Preſumption, 
which many br4ld, or rather ſplit upon : They 


relolye ro enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin during rhe 
yeaſon 
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Seaſon of their Healthand ſtrength; andintend 
and hope to repenrof their Sins,and:rurn toGod, 
ro accept of Chriſt and make ſure of Heaven 
upon the Croſs of their /aft Sickneſs, and with 
wn bearified Thief to flip immediatly into Pare 

E, 

Bur I ſhall labonr ro convince you, that the 
Inſtance of the Thief upon the Crofs will nor 
{uit your Condition, nor ſerve your tura. For 
here conlider with me theſe few things : 


r. That, ir may be, he was not ſo vile and 
vicious a Perſon, as he is commonly taken 
to have been : for Ays#s and Lato do not al 
waies note-a Thief or Robber, bur fignify a Saul- 
dier ; and;our of Zeal ro. rhe Fews he might 
have ſomewhat tranſgreſsd rhe. Reman Laws: 
It may be otherwiſe he was nort- al er io 
bad a Mani: But thow knoweſt the heinous cit- 
cumftances.of thy own miſled and ul-gaverned 
Lite; - Bur, - 


' 2. Suppoſe him ti. have been a notorious Ul 
Liver : yer it is to be conſidered, that the Con- 
yerfion and Salvation of rhe Thief is an extraor- 
dinary Initance : For, ' 

(1.) The Thief was converted ar a very re- 
markable Time, when, the Son of God and 
Sayiour of: the World ſhed his precious Blood, 
and ſufer'd a painful ſhameful Death, to. faris- 
fy.rche Divine. Law and. Juſtice, and ro redeem 
and recover loik and miſerable Mankind : And 
certainly. if ever God would work a Miracle, 
he would: do it then. Doſt thou hope to ex- 
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tile Repentance unto Life ar' the Hour of Death, 
and-to ſue out a Pardon with thy /aft Breath, 
when thou haft not heartily and devourly 
call'd upon God in af thy Life, becauſe God 
had Mercy on the Thief upon the Crols ? Tell 
me, cant thou expect thar Chriſt ſhould come 
awther Time inro the World, and ſuffer again, 
and die once mare for Mankind ? if lo, then 
thou maieſt conceive great Hopes indecd that 
God will do the like again, and ir may fare as 
well with thee as ir did with the Thief. Chrift 
then triuanphing on the Crofs,(laies the worthy Mr. 
Daniel Dyke) did as Princes ds in the Triumph of 
Entering. into their Kjngdoms ; they parden groſs 
F 2h before commutted, ſuch as they pardon nat 

erwards. Mr. Robert Bolton uſeth an Uluſtra- 
non. [amewhar like it ; 4 King ſometimes par- 
daus.4 Malefatour at the Place of Execution, ales 
he 3. wilt thou therefore run deſperately into ſome 
borrible Villany, deſerving Death, hoping to be that 
One among /t many Thouſands ? 

It God: do good to any Sinner, that has ſe- 
curely liv'd in his Sinsall his Daies, and bring 
bim home to himſelf ar laft ; he goes out of 
the way of his ordinary Grace and Providence 
and the - Converſion - of a Sinner upon his 
Death-bed, it is a high expreflion of extraerdi- 
nzry Grace and Mercy, an Act of God's ab- 
Jawte Power and Soveraignty : And furely ir 
$ lateſt and moit comfortable ro expect from 
God not meerly whar he can do, bur what he 
has promis'd in his Word, and given us 
plain notice thar he wi//do; and whatin the 


«dinary courle of” his Proyidence he declares 
hita- 
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himſelf ready todo. IT make no Queſtion, but 
God is able in- the ſhorteft Time to work ſuch 
clear and ftrong Convitions, and ro make fuch 
_m_ deep Impreſſions upon the Mind and 

eart of a dying Sinner, as ſhould have the 
virtue and power of a general Habit, or be 
equivalent to many particular Habits ; and in 
caſe of longer continuance of Life ſhould be 
effetual to a laſtins perſevering Obedience. 
And I readily acknowledg, that rhe Nature of 
God is infinitely merciful : and that ir was the 
gracious Nature of God which movd and ins 
clined him to make the Evangelical - Promiſe ; 
and, I think, he has not fo reſtrain'd and bound 
up himſelf by the New Covenant, but that, 
if he pleaſe he may uſe his Prerogative Royal, and 
act beyond his own Covenant-obligarion, and 
ordinary, certain and expreſs Promiſe, to the fav- 
ing of a Sinner upon the change of his Mind 
and Hearr, and his having an eternal deſire of 
pleaſing God, begotten in him by ſpecial Grace ; 
who has no time to perform the conſtant Obs 
dience of a holy Lik 
ro expect, thar 'an infinitcly wiſe, holy and juſt 
God ſhould ar laſt at in avery extraordinary way, 
ro ſave thee who wouldit deſtroy thy ſelf. and 
haſt long neglected rhe ordinary Means of thy 
Soul's Salvation ; and wouldft by no means 
know and do the rhings thar belonged unto thy 
Peace > How very juſtly may God ar lait 
laugh at thy Calamity, and mock, when thy Fear 
cometh? Prov. 1. 26. 

(2.) The Learned Author of the Grear Ex- 
emplar thinks ir probable that rhe good Thief 
Tad 


e * Bur, 1s it eafy for thee 
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was much advantaged by the intervening Accident 
of dying at the ſame time with C briſt - there be- 
ing 4 natural Compaſſion produced in us towards 
the Partners of our Miſeries. For Chriſt was not 
void of humane Paſſions, though he had in them 
no Imperfeftion or Irregularity ; and therefore 
might be invited by the Society of Miſery, the ra- 
ther to admit him to participate hy Foes : and 
St. Paul proves him to be a merciful High-Pricſt, 
becauſe he was, touched with a feeling of our In- 
fiarnatzes ; the firſt expreſſion of which was to 
this Bleſſed Thief. 

If the Thief had not met with ſuch an ex- 
graordinary Opportunity of Suffering with Chrilt, 
and entering with Chriſt into Paradiſe; though 
he had been converted, he might have tarricd 
nll he had ſuffer'd many Years Aftlictions and 
Perſecurions for the ſake of Chriſt and his ho- 
ly Goſpel, and performd a loag and tedious 
Work of Crucifying the Old Man, crucifying 
the Fleſh, with the Aﬀettions and Luſts ; of 
Morrtitication, Selt-denial, and fincesxe Obedi- 
ence. The gocd Thief, by ſpecial Favour was 
let into Paradiſe ata privy Door, as Imay ſay; 
bur you and I muſt look ro go thither, and 
enter the ordinary Way. Conhfider, 

(3.) Thar the Converſion and Salvation © of 
the T hief is not only an extraerdinary, but a 
ſmgular Inftance. "The Example of the Thief, 
t1s bur oxe ; and belides this one there is net 
one more to be produced out of all that Sacred 
Book, which contains the Hiſtory of ſeveral 
thouſand Tears : and for this one that ſped how 
many mllzons of late and Dearth-bed FPenitents 
have 
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have eternally miſcarried, fadly repeal” of 
their late Repenrance, and inherired the *un. 
comfortable Portion of Fools > And if they 
ſhalr yenture ro drive off all rs rhe very 
haſt nor thou very great cauſe to fear that "hoy 
ſhalr become an unhappy Caſt-away, as well us 
fo many have been before thee 2 Thon doſt oe: 
think it prudent or Jafe ro follow or rely upon 

Jingle or very unuſual Precedents in other thi 
If a thowſand Perſons ſhould have periſhed by 
the raking of any pozſoned Meat, and one 
have been miraculouſly preſerved ; wouklf 
thon dare ro #4fte of that or rhe like Food, and 
hope to do well, becauſe one once eſcaped, wheh 
a thonſand died > 'Wilr thou expet ro bews 
commodared, and upon any great'Orcaſion 
provided for by © Mrracte, becauſe God once 
vided the Sea, and cauſed his Iſrael to paſi wy,” 
and made the Waters to ftand «as an heap ; 
78. 13. rained down Manna upon them to eat, 
and gave them of the Corn of Heaven, {o that 
Man did eat Angels Food ; rained Fleſh alſow- 
on them as Duft and feathered Fow!s like s 
the Sand of the Sea; let it fall in the midſt of their 

Camp, round about their Habztations ; verl. 4, 
25, 27, 28. clave alſo the Rocks in the Wilder 

neſs, and pave them drink, as out of the great 

Depths ; verl. t'5, 16. and fed Elzjah the Pro 

pher by the Miniſtry of Ravens, whom he cam- 

randed to bring him Bread and Fieſh both in tht | 

Morning and tn the Evening ? 1 Kang. 17. 4. v. 

Becauſe the Thief was happily converted at the 

laſt Hour, doſt rhou conciude fo thou that 

bein like manner 2 Bur why ſhovlult w_ 
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thou be ttarrled and affrizhted by the fad Ex- 
ample of the other Thief, who till lay * in his 
accuſtomed Sins, died and periſhed in his Int- 

ties ; and though his Saviowr was 1o near 
him, fell irrecoverably into eternal Dammaticn ? 
The oxe Example may ſerve to keep thee from 
abnſing the other ro Security. 

(4.) Do-nor offer any longer to draw the good 
Thief into Example, and ro embolden thy (clf 
thereby wirtingly and willingly ro defer thy 
Repentance rill rhe /aſ# Hewr, and ro hope for 
Mercy at the very laſt; for, ler me tell thee, 
There isa great deal of difference berween rhe 
eaſe and ciycumſtances of the bleſſed Thief, and 
tbyſelf : for, fappole the Thief had heard ſome- 
what of :Chritt by general fame before, {ome 
commendation 'of his Dearime and Miracles, and 
an:intimation of Chriit's Profeſſion that a King- 
dom belonged ro him, though nor of this 
World ; yer thou canit not prove, that ever 
hethad 1n all his Life a clear direct Cal! before 
ths: Day and; Hewr, in which he was Chritt's 
Companion upon ' the. 'Croſs, and heard 
his '* gracious -- Speeches, and his Com- 
_ Prayer poured out ro his Farher for 

s Crucihers ; and beheld and conſidered his 
excellexr Verrues and admirable Graces, in the 
time of his deepeſt Sorrows and foreſt ſuffer- 
logs, This was the' firſt t1me thatthe Thief had 
any Converſe with Chriſt, and the ff? Day of 
Grace ' that probably was cver vouchlafed''to 
hit, Speak now, 1s this #5 caſe ? * Art thou 
able ro uſe this Plea thar hitherto thou waſt ne- 
ver plainly invited ro Repentance,now exprefly 
called 
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called ro come roChriftt> Haſt nor choulin'4 | 


long junder the Means of Grace, and frequented 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel > Hatſt net thoy 
heard, yea often heard the joyful ſound of the 
Word, and felr the ſweer motions of the $pi- 
rit * May not Chriſt complain of thee, and 
ſuch as thee, How often would I have gathered 
you even 45 a Hen gathereth her Chickens unde 
her Wings, and ye would wt > Mat. 23. 37. 
The Thief had no diſtint Knowledg of 
Chritt before : His caſe was as if a Turk or 
Heathen ſhould turn Chriſtian, and receive the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, and therewithal the Re- 
milion of rhe Sins of his State of Ignorance, 
upon his Death-bed. But thou wait very earh 
baptized into the Name of Chriſt, and hait 
ola entered into, Covenant with Chrilt, and 
Frequently ratified and confirm'd that Covenant, 
and all a long openly and outwardly profeſi'd th 
ſelf the Diſciple of Jelus, and Servant of Chrut 
And therefore, if itill thou liveſt in Sin, and 
deferreſt thy Repentance, and; purtcit off thy 
Obedience ; thou fazleſt in the performance of 
thy folemn Proimnile, and grand Obligation ; and 
art. falſe and rrcacherous - to the Lord Chrilt; 
and art to account for Breach of Contract, and 
lain Rebellion againſt thy Heavenly Lord and 
ing. And how canit thou hope, when thou 
haſt refuſed and denied to prefent the Service 
of thy Life ro hun, that God will. be {atished 
with.the weeping and. bowling . of - a carelels 
Sifiner 1nwillingly departing, and forced to goto 
a ſpeedy reckoning in another World. 


Conlider, 7 
(5.) That 
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(5.) That rhe good Thief redeemed and ina- 


oved his Time ar laſt in ſo notable and won- 
derfula way and manner, as no Man ever did, 
of ca belide. Surely thou canſt never hope to 
do that Honour to God and Chriſt upon a 
Death-bed, which the Thief did in a ſhort rime 
the Croſs. The Theif, brought more Glory 
tw God and Chriſt ar the. rime of his Depart- 
we out of this World, .than another Man's 
whole Life can do. What Age of the World 
can give Example- of ſo ſtrong a Faith, or pra- 
duce a Pattern of greater Piety? for hz believed 
him to be the Saviour, whom the Fews accuſed 
asa grand Malefaftor, and Pilate: condemned, 
who was crucified by "the Gentles, and vili- 
fied by the Jews, and openly: reviled. by rhe 
other "Thief -: He expected Life and Salyarion 
from an afflicted, ſuffering, dy:ng Perſon, hangs 
ing in a publick ſhameful manner, full of Pain, 
upon a Croſs, under rhe Sadnefſes,Sorrows and 
Pangs of Death ; who was eſteemed ſmitten 
and ſcemed ro Man's Senſe for/aken of God, 
whom he had alwaies profeſ/d ro be his Father : 
In the. very Extrematy of Chriſt's Padion, the 
good Thief believed him to be the holy So of 
God, the Lord of Life, able to ſave in Death : 
He beheld rhe Beauty and Glory of Chriſt, 
through the dark Igaominy of the Croſs : He 
faw him naked, . wounded, a. Partner of the 
ſans Torment upon'rhe Tree, enduring the 
ſervile Puniſhment of -rhe Crofs : and yer was 
heartily perſwaded Chriſt was a King. Speak, 
O Thief, 1aies St. Auſtin, where # the Throne of 
Sapphire ? where are the Cherubims and the heavens 
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ly Heſts ? where is the Crown, the Scepner, and 
the Purple, that thou ſhouldſt count Chriſt a King? 
Doſt thou ſee any other Crown than that of Thorns, 
.any other Scepter than the Nails mm his Hands. 
any other Purple than his Blood, any other Throne 
than the Croſs, any other Officers and Miniſters 
than the Exccutioners ? , See ſaies, St. Bernard, 
how ſharp ſighted Faith # ; what quick and pierc- 
ang Eyes it has ; how it qpprehends and diſcerns 


Chriſt to be the "Son of God, though hanging, bleed-" 


1ng, ding upen the 'Croſi.; How evidently it dif- 
covers. the great King appearing in the mean 
form © .of 'a Servant, .and raking a Journey 
through the ftrait_way of alfa ſhameful 
Suffering into his heavenly Kingdom ofGlory. 

How. far did the rare, and noble Faith of 
this Thief exce/ the ' Faith even of 4/ the Dit- 


<ciples and \ of Chrsft, who'now ar laft 
[ 


fearfully tumbled ar Chriit's Crofs, though ſome- 
time they had ſeen him rasſing« the” very Dead ? 
Peter believed, when he' ſaw Chriit walking 
upon the Sea ; Mat. _ bur the Thief be- 
lieved, - when he ſaw Chriſt's Feet faſt nail'd 
10 the Crots, and beheld him flowing all over 
an Blood from Head to Foor. The ' Apyſtles 
believed, 'when they faw Chriſt rransfigur d be- 
fore them ; and his Face ſhining as the Sun, 
and hisRaiment white as the Light, chap: 17 .2. 
Þut the Thref believed, when he ſaw Chriſt, 
not transfigured, -bur ftrangely d:sfigured, 
miſerably mangled* and deformed ; and his 
Face, #ot ſhining, but ſullzed, and fadly be- 
bneared with Spirtle, Wounds and - Blood. 
Aarthe believed, when ſhe ſaw Chriſt Pre 
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} fully raiſog a dead and even ſtinking Lazarus 


.from the very Grave, who had been dead four 


| Daies ; Fohn 11. 27,39. bur the Thief believed 


when he ſaw Chriſt hanging in the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, almoit expiring, and 
very near giving up the Gholt. OrFers be- 
lieved, when they ſaw Chriſt daily workiny di- 
vine Miracles, and honoured by the People with 
folemn Acclamarions ; bur the Thizf believed 
ar ſnch a Time,when Chriſt wrought no Miracles 
ro demonſtrate his Divinity, and reltify his [n- 
nocency ; and was reje&ed.deſpiſed and in open 
derifion of Men.. He cleaved to him, when 
the very Apoſtles and Diſciples themſelves * for- 
ſok and fled from him. He believed in Chriſt, 
when he had the /tfongeſ® Temprat;ons ro the 


” contrary 5 when Chriſt was ſecmingly in as /ow 


a Condition'as himſelf. Verily Chriſt ford not 
fo great Faith, no not in Tſrae! : no not in his 
own Diſciples even after hi Re{urre4ion. All the 
holy Adions of another Man's Life, are nor 
likely ro amornt to the Service done to God 
and Chrit by this one-a& of rhe Thief's Fairh. 
Be .des 3 his pregnant Fairh was eminently, 
productive of many goo! Yorks, both internal 
and external ; He feared God ; acknowledged 
his own Sin. and Guilr, with Godly Sorrow, 
true Contririon, and hearty Repenrance ; con- 
demned himſelf, juſtified Feſus, ana publickly 
teitified_rhat Chri/t- was a Perſon berfectly juit . 
and righteous, unblameavle and innocent : 
This Mn hath done nothing amiſs, ſaid 'he, Luke * 
23. 41. He commilerated his cauſeleſly cala- - 
mitous Condition, when - the other vile brutiſh + 
&.a. . © Thief 
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Thief was void of Humanity, and inſtead of 
pirying mock'd and ſcoffed at a dying Perjan, 
e maintain'd the Honour of his Saviour a 
fainſt the Rajlery and Blaſ/cmy of his 
Fellow-fufferer, who derided che Office, eſpe. 
cially the King/y Dignity of Chriſt. He called 
him Lord, his Lord; embracing him, as the 
true Meſſias. He honoured him, whom Fuda; 
berrayed : He boldly confeſs'd and defended 
him, whom Peter timoronlly denied, and fear- 
fully forſwore. He -plainly declared thar he 
fought and look'd for a future State, and berter 
Liſe. He freely acknowledgd that * thx ſame 
ſuffering dying Perſon ſtould have immedatly 
the Power of Paradiſe, and Aurhority to place 
him in the Seat of rhe Bleſſed, As Danze! prayed 
toward Feru/aiem and the Temple, when it was 
in its 7115 and rubbiſh, Dai. &. 10. ſo the penk 
tent Thief praycd to Chriſt, when he was in 
the loweſt State of his Humiliation : When 
Chriſt was almoſt entring into his Grave, be 
begg d and intreated that Chriſt would remem- 
ber tim whcn he came. into 1s Kingdom. Whuch 
cf rhe Elven were heard to utter /o gracioi 4 
LYPerd to their Saviour, in his laſt Pangs, aud 
dying Agonies? This penitent Thief prayed 
in Faith, and look d for Healing from the Wigs 
of rhis Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 6. when 
this glorious $13 roſe from the eſt, as I may 
lay. He ,was ſo humble, that he would not 
preſume t0'ask of Chriſt a participation of his 
Kingdom, or any great and high Honour u 
it; kn only. requeſted rhar he might not be 
mgotten by him ; the way of remembering and 
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conndering him, he left wholly tro him. He 
ſhewed a very exemplaty Patience upon the 
Croſs ': he did not murmur againit God, or the 
Magiſtrate; but owned the Dueneſs and Fuſtice 
of . his Puniſhment, and was content to bear ir, 
and deſired nor the removal or abatement of it: 
he meekly and quietly accepted his corporal 
temporal Punithment, being only: ſolicitons for 
his Soul's Salvation. He charirably reprehended 
his Fellow-Thief and forbad him ro proceed in 
his Blaſphemy, invited him to Repentance, and 
ſought ro furrher the Salvation of his. Neigh- 
bour. Thou canft not. expect ever to meet 
with ſuch an Occaſion, ro try and exetciſe thy 
Fatth and Obedience : and therefore thou 
haſt no imaginable reaſon ro nouriſh up thy 
elf in Security, upen preſumpurous Hopes of 
faring as be did,fince thou canit not do as he did. 
(6.) And laſtly ; Suppgle rhou ſhould ar 
lait redeem thy Time fo well, as, by God's help, 
with the good T hief to act and exerciſe wnfeign- 
ed Repentance upon thy Death-bed ; yer, I pray, 
ſhew me, and help me a little ro underitand, 
bow thou art /ikely to ger that Comfort, and gain 
that {we erPeace of Conicience, which a more 
tarly Redemprion. of thy Time would in all 
probability bring thee in, and bleſs rhee with 
in thy laſt Hours. A thinking, - underſtanding 
Heatben will tell thee. He only can cheartully 
entertain, and gladly welcome Death when 
it comes; who has a long time been farting and 
preparing himlſelt for it. 
The Thief upon the Crof, had indeed full 4/- 
ſwance that lits Soul was 1a a good Condition 
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ar preſent ;- and ſue: Ground of ſtrongeſt Con. 
ftidence and moit conForrable Acquielcence, tha 
he ſhould be very quickly in a pure a and bliſsful 
and happy Stare in another World. Bur it's 


not to be expected that thou ſhould{t arrive to. 


fuch Afſurance in the /ameor rhe /ike way that 
hedid : for Chriſt then hung upon the Crok. 
by him, and had compatilion on him, and m- 
veal'd it ro him, that his Repentance ( which, 
was God's extraordinary gracious Gift ) was. 
Repenrance unto Lite, than his Perſon was. 
accepted, and his Prayer-heard.; and that a 
higher Favour ſhould be ſhewn him,and a grearer 
Good be betowed upon him, that was ex 

ly deſired by him : That his Lord was ready to 
take the Key of Paradiſe into his 'hand, and 
would very quickly open the Door and ler him 


" In, and give him © entrance | into the Foy. of | his | 


Lord. All which is included in Chrift's graci- 
ous Anſwer to the humble Perition of the peni- 
rent Thief; which he itrengrhned and conkes 
ed ' with an earneſt Afeverarton, Verily T ſq 
unto thee, 1 will nat only be mindful of rhee, 
bur thou ſhalt - be with me ; and that nor only 
{omerime hercafrer, but to Day, immediately 
after rty Dearth and Departure ; T6 day ſhak 
thou be with me in Paradiſe.be joy fully received, 
and pleaſurably enrerrain'd in rhat happy Re- 
politory and Recepracle of Spirits, which God 
hath prepared for holy Souls. 

Bur when thou ſhalt come. to lie ppon a, 
Death-bed, and be conſcious to thy {elf rhat thou 
haſt led a very finful and ungodly Lieall thy 
dares ; and thar #h3s is the firſt time. that _. 
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a good Ditty evil Der. Srr 
haſt 'in gooul earneſt minded this great Work ; - 
Sappoſe thar the workings of thy Hearr ſhould. 
be hncere, how.canſt thou evidence thy Upright- . 
nels to thy (elf ; prove and make our to thy elf, 
and-(atisfy thy ſelf, in any ordinary way, . that thy 
Conyerlion is true and real, found and fincere 2 . 
When thou ſhalt. plazn/y apprehend, thar thou 
art changing thy Place and Habitarion, Stare . 
and Condition, all of a ſudden ;' rhou canſt nee - 
but conclude, that it highly concerns thee ro , 
humble. thy . ſelf 'to God, r& beg his Pardon, 
and promiſe*him fair ; and to reſolve, by all 
po:iible means to. ſhake off thy Sins, which 
are roo grievous and dangerous Companions to , 
carry along with rhe into the orher World ; 
w- calt away thy Sins, ar leait as a Manin « . 
Storm begins ro caſt away his'Goods, becauſe if | 
he keeps his much valued Goods, he nut /oſe his . 
deareſt Life,.. Bur doit nor thou 'remember rhe 
famous remarkable Story of Antiochus, 2 Mac. 
9. who when the Fudzment of God followed him,, 
and ſmpte him with an incurable and inviſible . 
Plazue,with a Pain of the Bowels that was remedi-- . 
leſs, and ſore Torment of the inner Parts, {0 that - 
the filthineſi of his Smell was neiſome to all his , 
Army and no Mtn could endure to carry him for hs . 
intolerable Stink and he himſelf could not abide his , 
own Smell : Then he began to leave off his greas . 
Pride, —— This wicked Perſon vowed alſo unto the . 
Lord that be would ſet the holy City at. Liberty, 
make all the Fews equals to the Citizens of Athens, 
garmſh the ho!y Temple with goodly Gifts, become . 
4 Few himſelf, and yo through all the V/orld that 
was inhabited, and declare the Power of God., 
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Bur rhe Lord. would now no more have Metcy up- 
#4 him ; having ſuffer 4 grievouſly, he died moſt 
miſerably. And haſt nor thou known ſome, and 
beard of others, who being.condemned by Law, 
or caft upon Beds of Sickneſs, -have outward 
manifeſted as great and probable ſigns of rrue 
Repenrance, upon ſeeming near appreaches of 
Death and Fuopmacns, as thou canſ{t now be 
well {uppoled to do: and yer when God by 4 
kind and merciful Providence has reſtored them, 
all rhar look d fo lively and lovely has quite va 
;/b'dand come to norhing;thefe fairly promiſing, 
hopeful Penitents have afterward fallen to their 
old Biaſs,prov'd as vite and vicious, as: bad and 
worſe than ever they were before. And it may be 
thou thy ſelf hait been in the like cale.and done ag 
much heretofore as now ; and haft rea(on- tore 
member thy falſe deceitful zreacherous dealing wh 
God in former Inflances, on the like Occahons ; 
kow many- of thy own Purpoſes and Promiles 
have fail'dand been quite lott ; and haſt cauſe 
enough to ſufpe#t and queſtion the Truth and 
Gcainels of all the prelent faireſt ſhews, and 
goudlielt Appearances of thy Repenrance. 
And here this great Difficulty will art laſt uf- 
avoidably lie betore thee, wherher thou dolt 
cor ſeek, return and enquire atrer God, only 
becauſe he now begins ro flay thee un good 
earnelt, P/a1.78.34. Here will be the doubrand | 
ditpure, how thou wilt be able ro determine, xhat 
the Confeffion of thy Sins, and Condemnation 
of thy (elf, thy Retolutions and Promiſes of 
bericr Obedience, in caſe of longer Life, are 
Lv! all the meer effect of ſliwiſh Fear, and yl 
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the product of trouble of Mind and. rerrour of 
Conſcience ; rather than rhe genuin proper iſſue 
of a vehement hatred of Sin, for the Turpi- 
mde and Unreafonableneſs of ir ; of a firong 
Aﬀection ro God and his Laws, and a hearty 
Love ro Holineſs ; when rhou haitt »o t:me ro 
make ſufficient Proof and due Trial of the Truth 
and Sinccriry of thy Faith and Repentance: 
Ard what conformable joytul ſerarity canſt ri:ov have, 
thar God will cert2in.y and inſailiby. ſave thee, by an 
it cf :xtraordinaryGrace and ſavous,in ri:e want of die 
ations of a vercuous and holy life, which he requires 
i» the Goſpel as ordinarily neceſſary to Salvation? Fr 
k here but a may bra peralventure: It is lawful in- 
deed, for God to dv-what be will with bis own, Mat. 20. 
1s bur rhe poſſibility of an extraordinary Grace is nor 
ſkety thento bring tice rhat clear and full light of 
ſweer peace,and ſolid ſpiricual comfort, which an ear- 
þ diligent Improvement of the Grace of God ordina- 
ti youchſafed in the courſe of rhy life, and time of 
thy healch and ſtrength, would in all pr-babil/ity have 
produced. If rhercfore thou wovldſt wiſely prc- 
vide for thy peace, take no encouragement to delay 
the Redemption of thy Time, from rhe inſtance and ex- 
ample ofthe Thief upon rhe Croſs, who was fincerely 
converted to Chri?, and fully aſcerrain'd of Salyarion 
by the infallible Oracle of che mourh of his Saviour, 
in the very cloſe of his life, rhe final and ulcimate 
hoar before his departure, 

Ohj. Bur ſome or other may be ready and apt to fay, 
Alas © I bave d+ſtr'd ſo !ong aiready, that though T mnter- 
tain ſome ſerious Thoughts of redeeming the Time, and uſt 
my honeſt endeazowrs 5 yit Tfrar, do what I can,it is now tos 
lat? fy me to obtain Eternal Salvation. 

Anſw, I anſwer : Haſt rhou made very long delays, 
ſpent and waſted a very conſiderable part of thy lite, 
the moſt of chy precious time in the ſervice of on 
an 
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and Satan, Why truly thou haſtreaſon to be ſo mach 
the more humbled; che more ſorry for ic;the more aſhy. 
med of itz the more penitent at preſent,and chemore 
obedient for the furure ; grear cauſe to purpoſe and jn- 
trend ro give unto God the whole remainder of thy 
time 3 and though thou haſt bur a ſmall crime, bur; 
fey years more co live here in this World, yer let thy 
be the frame and remper,the ſ:ttled diſpoſition, and ir- 
vincih!t Reſolution of thy Soul, that if God ſhould pro- 
long.chy "life beyond thy expeQarion, char if tk 
hadit nzver ſo mnch time to ſpend upon this earth, thoy 
wouldfſt, by the he!pof Gad,compole and ſer rhy ſelf 
the ſtudy of þnowing, ard an endeayour of doing the 
Divine Will,ro a Rexanciation of thy paſt life and at 
ons, and a conformarion of thy affeQions and mar- 
ners, to the rule and preſcript of the Goſpel of Chn; 
thar thou wouldſt,cmploy thy. whale time.expend and 
lay our all thy flirength m the Service, and to the Glo- 
ry.of God only. 

And here conſider for thy comfort.that there areto 
be found. ſeveral ſorrs and degrees of lare Penirents; 
and theres is ſo much the more hope for thee, tha 
thou arr not of the loweſt raak and form of all, In 
deed, if thou were 2 Dearh-bed penitent, tho [ will 
nor fay thy caſe would be abſolurely hopelels. utrerly 
helpleſs, and alcogether deſperate, yet becauſe ir is 
ſeldom and rare a ching,char ſo lace repentance proves 
ſound and ſerious,thy condirion would.be exereding av 
bious.and very daxerros, and thy ſpiicual comfort ex- 
rreamly uncertain, ifnot ordinariiy impoſſible ; and 
ſuppoſing thou werr ro beg'n thy repencance upon.l 
Dearh-bed,t ſhould nor much wonder ifchou ſhouldſt 
almoſt pegin thy Hell rhcre. Yap E? 

Bur (as Sc, Auſtin diſcourſes wiſe!y and judiciouſly 
if now thou ' forſakeſt thy Sins and curneſt ro God, 
while thou doeſt enjoy ſome meaſure of Health and 
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ſerve Sin and Saran 1f chou worldft;here is ſome room 
and place for ſtrong comfort, ſuch as may quiet the 
troubled Mirid.and fatisfte che afflifted con(ctence of 
a Sinner. Tho” rhou beeſt bura ate Penitent, yer it 
thou couldſt be an slder Sinner, and wilt not; if thou 
art willing to break off from Sin, when thou haſt yer 
fome crime to fia, and ſtrength co i;n;, and o:caſions of + 
ſm ofter'd chee. and Temptations ro Sin lying before 
thee, and prefſing upon thee : When thou art invited, 
and it may be provoked to 1r, and thy Faculties are 
not yet ſo weaken'd and diſabled, bur that thou 
mighreſt ſeveral ways wirh peaſure fin if rhou would; - 
It now th2u refuſeſt, and wilt nt, 1t is a fign thy Repen» 
tance, tho* lite Repentance, yer, 15 true Repentance 
tor all chat, Thou, who couldſt go over thy old Sins 
again, if chou doſt heartily caſt chem off, when chou 
couldſt commic them atreihz If thou deliberarely 
leaveſt thy Sins. before thy Sins leave thee : If rhou 
ſtedfaſily reſolveſt, and earneſtly endeavoureſt to 
work the work of God now, when there is ſome Op- 
portunity remaining and power left,vhich if chou wou!d(i 
thou cou!dſt employ in the Devils Work 3 if indeed 
this be thy caſe, if truly jr be thus with thee, then be 
of good Comfort, for I dare aſſure thee, that God in 
Chriſt will graciouſly accept thee, and glorioully 
ward thee, 
Remember and conſider that they that were hired 
about the geventh hour received every man aPenny,and 
were made equal unto thoſe which bad born the burden 
and heat of the day,Mat 20. 9.12. This indeed gives no 
Excouragement to any thar ſtudy to delay from day to 
day.becauſe theſe perfons in the parable were never 
cald beforethe 1 1th. Hour; they ſtood no longer 14le 
bur went intothe Vineyard, as ſoon as they were 
call'd, without any the [caſt delay.Nor does it afford 
kfficient comfort ro adeath-bed penitent,hecauce the'E + 
perſons th. at went in late,{abour'd ſourd!y,and wrou oY 
A 4 
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full hard for rhe {pace of an bour, before rhey receiv'd 
their pay,vvhich Death-bed Penitents have not time tg 
do.Bur yet this pafſape gives good ground of great com- 
fort roall ſuch perſons astimeyehink upon their vrays, 
rurn cheir feet unto Gods teſttmonies,and tnter inro 
the race of Godlineſs, vvhen they could ſtand idit a 
yvhile longer,or ſtill centinue and ru on further in 
fooliſh Ways, and finful Courſes, 
' To conclude all ; 1 exhort and beſeech you,and 
let me effettually perſwade and prevail with you by 
ail that with any reaſon has been offer'd to your con- 
frderation,to break off all your Delaiis, Excuſes, Dil. 
conragemnts; and to give all ſpredy,rareful, chearful dil 
gcneetoredeemtheTime,to work our yourSalyation, 
and to make your calling and eleQtion ſure,by bring- 
mg torchihe feaſonable,proper,plencitul Frutrs of an 
undeleyed Repenrance. Take the excellent counle! 
ef the wiſe Son of Sirachz Ecclul. 18.19,20,21,22. 
Uſe Phyſich, or ever thou be (ich. Befors Fudgent txamin 
. thy ſalf, and in the day of Viſitation thou ſhalt find Mer. 
Hlumb'e thy ſelf before thou be ſick, and in the time of Sits 
ſkew Repentance, Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy Vow 
ant time, and defer not until death to be juſtified. Follow 
I!kevviſe the advice.andprattiſe according to the pro- 
firable direCtion of the learned Gerbard, timely and 
faichfully,uſe the means of Converſion and Salvation, livt 
in the true ſeer of God,pr ay without ceaſmng,veſiſt the bugin- 
zingsof any. ns, leſt an evil thought raiſe delight, delight 
&raw onconſent, conſent produce an tvil work, evilworts 
biget an evil habit, an evil babit induce a bied of nect|1y 
of finniag, and ſuch neceſſity breed pertinacy, pertinacy caul 
Re/pair, and di{peration xd in Damnation. 
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Ag- 1.1. 4.r. he 1s: p.ro.l. 16. lets: p.r3.l17,in;l. 25, in 

whom : p. 23+/, 27. lives: p.31. dele 15, 16, 17. lines 
| where mention is made of Quotations, being wholly 
cuncred in this ſecond Edition, to leflen thz price of the Book, 
fir the benefit of the Common People. 
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